IT C H E N
M OTO R C o.
L O N DO N RO A D, KIN G S W O RT HY
W IN C H E S T E R , S O 2 3 7 Q N

M OT
S E R V I C IN G
R E P A IR S
T Y R E S & T R A C K IN G
EXHAU STS
B A T T E R IE S
A IR C O N D IT IO N IN G
D IA G N O S T IC S
T e le p h o n e

01962 884 664

2

WELCOME to the valley news
This month we look forward to Easter,
which for all of us means holiday and
for some of us a deeply Christian
experience. Whatever, I am sure we
also welcome warmer weather and
longer days.
Our magazine is again full of interesting
articles, news, events and reports. It is
the primary source of information for
the Itchen Valley community. There’s
much happening in the Church and at
last we can report news of a new
rector (see page 23 for details).
On other issues the wires have been
buzzing about broadband. Some of us,
and I am one of the lucky ones, will
soon enjoy a 21st century experience
on the web, whilst others are to be left
as they were with an uncertain future.
In these technological days where
Britain once ruled, it seems astonishing
that we still act like a developing
country for this.
And we’ve all seen the holes in the
B3407, which we were told could not
be dug up for 5 years! Once again, our
money being wasted at a time when all
politicians tell us we have to be careful.
Still we can look forward to summer
and we have news about cricket,
boules and more. For those of us who
prefer to sit and listen there’s news of
music galore to come. We also have
some interesting articles from the past.
Sadly we seem to have dissuaded our
elected representatives from
contributing this month but I would
like to record our thanks to our
member of parliament and to our
councillors who have kept us wellinformed about what’s happening and
we look forward to more in the future.
Another issue that’s caught the

imagination is about
litter –what a load of
rubbish! But seriously, thanks for the
reports and hard work by volunteers, a
morning when I was at synod.
Please also see the accounts of the
Itchen Valley News. What great work
is being done by our advertising team
and the support from so many local
businesses.
This is a serious and informative
magazine but it is also the April edition
so don’t be put off by loof lirpa’s
contribution.
I am saddened to see the loss of so
many trees in our community. Maybe
next month those in the know can
explain the clearing at the eastern
extremity of Itchen Abbas. With all this
stagnant water I wonder whether
mosquitos will be a problem this
summer.
Tony Gaster
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What’s On
APCM: Thursday 23rd April
The Annual Meeting of the
Parishioners and the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting will both be held at
Avington Park, by kind permission of
Sarah and Charlie Bullen, on Thursday
23rd April at 7pm starting with drinks.
The first of these meetings begins at
7.30pm to elect the Churchwardens
and all residents of the parish are
entitled to attend and to vote. Do
come, it will be an opportunity to
welcome our new rector, Amanda
Denniss and her husband Oliver to the
Parish, as well as to meet and discuss
the affairs of the church.
Charlotte Appleby (PCC sec)
Itchen Valley Boules
For the past 20 years or so the game
of Boules (or Petanque) has been a
well-loved activity for many in the
Valley. The mix of gentle exercise,
competition, social intercourse and
refreshments can be most pleasant on
a summer’s evening.
Each of the villages has its own weekly
meetings through the summer as
follows:
Itchen Abbas Tuesdays from 7th April
at 6pm at the Village Hall;
Easton Mondays from 27th April at
6.30pm at The Old Rectory;
Avington Tuesdays from 5th May at
6.30pm at Lake House;
Martyr Worthy Tuesdays from 5th May
at 6pm at Upper Chilland House.
Valley residents are very welcome to
join any group although most choose
to support their home team.
Two inter-village competitions are held
each year and the dates and locations
are:
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2nd June Dick Hewitt Trophy: Itchen
Abbas v Martyr Worthy and Easton v
Avington
23rd June Nigel Graham-Maw Cup: all
villages at Itchen Abbas
14th July Dick Hewitt Trophy: Easton v
Itchen Abbas and Martyr Worthy v
Avington
4th August Dick Hewitt Trophy:
Avington v Itchen Abbas and Martyr
Worthy v Easton
All present, past and possible new
members are invited to join in the fun.
No previous experience is necessary.
New members will be made most
welcome and equipment can be
provided whilst you get a feel for the
game.
Why not come along on any club night
or contact the village organisers:
Ralph Matthews for Avington
(ralphmatthews@gmail.com)
Simon Broadley for Easton
(sj_broadley@hotmail.com)
Eric Hughes for Itchen Abbas
(eric.hughes6@btinternet.com)
John Prince for Martyr Worthy
(prince@itchenabbas.fsnet.co.uk)
Eric Hughes
Martyr Worthy Parish Hall
The Annual General Meeting of Martyr
Worthy Parish Hall will be held in the
hall at 7pm on Tuesday 5th May 2015.
The business will include the approval
of the minutes of the 2014 AGM,
reports by the Chairman and Treasurer
of the activities and finances for the
year, the election of the Management
Committee for the forthcoming year
and any other matters arising. All
residents of Martyr Worthy aged 18 or
more are entitled to attend and vote
and will be very welcome.
Guy Green
Chairman Management Committee

The
C h e s tn u t
H o rs e
E a s to n

Mould & Thompson
Ltd
Easton Garage
Servicing and Repairs to all
makes of cars and vans
MOT and Bodywork arranged
Collection & Delivery

24hr Recovery and
Breakdown Service

01962 779319

R e a l a le s , g r e a t f o o d .
2 c o u r s e lu n c h t im e &
e a r ly e v e n in g m e n u
fo r £ 1 2 .
A la c a r t e a n d b la c k b o a r d
s p e c ia ls a ls o a v a ila b le .
G r e a t a t m o s p h e re
a n d o p e n fir e fo r
t h o s e c h il l y d a y s
a n d e ve n in g s
K a r e n W e l ls

Te l: 0 1 9 6 2 7 7 9 2 5 7

The Old Forge Twyford SO21 1BF
www.rogerwalkertravel.com
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Photography classes at Itchen Valley
Flower Show on Sunday 19th July
2015.
The 2015 Itchen Valley Flower Show
has many classes including vegetables,
cut flowers, plants, craft work,
children's classes, crookery and
photography. This year our
photography classes are:

and look us up in the community page.
Thank you.
Sara Mason
Flower Show Committee
Duck race
The Easton Duck Race will take place
on the river below the Old Rectory on
Sunday, 17th May at 12 noon following
the morning service in Easton. We will
have more information in next month’s
issue. If you need further information
do contact me on 779205 or
judybish@hotmail.com
Judy Bishop

A New Motorway Junction

A Colour Photograph of a pet, no
larger than 7 x 5 inches (19 x 13 cm).
A Black and White Photograph of a
Sign Post, no larger than 7 x 5 inches
(19 x 13 cm).
For children the theme will be a
photograph of your hobby.
Most of us have pets we can
photograph and certainly there are
many different sign post to photograph
across the Valley. Hopefully we will
have lots of entries this year for all our
classes. Further information on other
classes can be found at http://
www.itchenvalleyparishcouncil.org.uk
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You’ve read it here as a first in the
local community. Forget all the
shenanigans of Silver Hill, the small
issues of the Kings Worthy junction,
here is the great news that our
community is going to be directly
connected to the M3. Yes, just outside
Martyr Worthy on our very own
B3407 there is planned to be a new
motorway junction.
Speaking from the House, our former
MP said this was very exciting news
bringing the Itchen Valley in closer
touch with the outside world AND
avoiding that dreadful Winnall
roundabout. Mrs Carrier, former
councillor said the County is delighted
to see this large project happening on
our patch. Of course it was the
Council’s idea years ago to have a new

junction. Not everyone is in favour and
it’s been rumoured that another local
councillor is planning an appeal.
Natural England have of course been
consulted and their spokesman said:
“Our chainsaws are always ready. We
rejoice in the chance to remove a few
more trees.”
Part of the project will include a new
20 acre lake on local farmland to
provide a much needed habitat for
ducks and mosquitoes and the lesser
spotted cloverleaf moth.
Another aspect of the scheme will
include an upgrade to the B3407 with
all the old speed limits removed and a
50mph limit throughout its length. Joan
Sprott, a local who asked not to be
named, said “I’ve hated those silly 30mph
signs so with this new plan I can speed all
the way from Alresford and I calculate it
will save me 2.3 minutes per day”. In
common with the HS2 project, saving a
few minutes here and there was
paramount in the government’s
decision.
Some locals may be concerned about
an increase in HGVs but a survey has
been conducted and where possible
bridges will be strengthened, trees cut
back and roads widened to cope with
the additional traffic flow. It is
rumoured that Jeremy Clarkson, who
we understand always punches above
his weight, has offered to test the new
road in his Porsche 978S.
Those about to invest in a new Satnav
will see the new junction is already a
preferred route into Winchester and
Alresford from the M3.
Anyone concerned about the impact
from noise can get access to grants by
following this link: www.gov.uk/M3/
junction/upgrade/new/
freemoneyifyouapplyintime/
toolate.com. It is fully expected that
4m concrete barriers will be used near

Easton as noise shields and that local
graffiti artists will be encouraged to
soften the effect. A spokesperson from
Princes Mead school said that everyone
needed to compromise and that the
flyover outside the school gates would
soon blend in.
Further information and free copies of
the plan are available from the same
sauce.
loof lirpA

Fibre networks come to the
valley........well not quite.
You will all have no doubt heard the
news that FTTC (fibre to the cabinet)
has come to Itchen Abbas. ‘At last’ I
hear you say and for around 40% of the
valley that is indeed great news.
It’s a bit like the quiet tarmac road, for
others, it’s not so great news.................
A lot of the housing stock in the valley
has been here for longer than the
telephone exchange itself and this
means that when the exchange was
installed the legacy overground lines
were re routed into the new exchange
and ‘hard wired’ into the switch. Hard
wiring a line is known by BT as an EOL
(exchange only line).
Hard wiring would at first have had a
positive outcome but now with the
advent of the new fibre technology,
VDSL, (Very high bit rate Digital
Service Line), it means those lines will
lose out by being unable to upgrade to
that service. It also means those lines
are marooned in old technology. The
exchange has not been released to
competition and therefore never been
upgraded to ADSL2+, this is known as
‘full fat’ ADSL and is capable of around
24Mb over a single twisted pair.
A VDSL switch is not able to be
installed in the exchange due to
7

crosstalk, a form of
interference. Having
said that a cabinet
could be installed
just outside of the
exchange.
To avoid the risk of
drowning you in
Jargon, (the telco
industry is truly full
of it), I will try to cut
to the chase. My
background is in
telco, in particular
provision and
servicing of
broadband lines both commercial and
consumer. I worked as an Operations
Director for Sky/Easynet for quite a
few years. I have good contacts in the
industry.
What I would propose to do is to
make a group representation to BT to
try to understand what will/can be
done to enable the EOL’s to receive a
21st Century service. To do this I need
the support of every EOL dwelling
attached to the Itchen Abbas exchange.
This will enable us to approach BT as a
single group to discuss our options.
Believe me there are many, which I will
not go into here at the risk of the
reader falling asleep. To find out if you
are affected log into https://
www.samknows.com/broadband/
broadband_checker and take the
broadband availability by telephone
number and postcode check. If you are
only ADSL or ADSL max then the
likelihood of a fibre service is zero....or
less.
I ask that if you believe you are affected
please contact me at
harry@blackpiste.co.uk stating your
name, address, telephone number, and
that you give me authority to contact
BT on your behalf, let’s see if we can
8

accelerate any roadmap that BT will
have for the exchange. I can also be
found on 779933
Why do you need to do this? This will
affect those blighted with an EOL more
and more to the point it could even
suppress the value of your home and
will influence your ability to keep pace
with technology and services such as
smart TV. Even if you currently don’t
have broadband I would urge you to
support this approach.
Harry Eastman.

Greening the Church Car
Park
In an effort to get cars off the busy
road to Avington and to make access
easier for all, the Itchen Valley PCC is
in discussion about laying a permeable
green surface to the Itchen Abbas
Church car park. At present this is
often unusable as the high water table
keeps it soft. Regular use has grown,
since the re-ordering, not just for
services, but for the over 65 CAMEO
lunch services, and parent and toddler
group, both of whom increase the
damage to the field and multiply the
obstruction to the traffic, but have

special needs for access. The field has
been in use as a car park for well over
20 years.
We would not want to see tarmac or
even gravel in such a sensitive spot in
the centre of the village. We are
therefore asking Winchester City
Council whether a synthetic green
mesh, through which the grass grows,
would be acceptable. I have already had
informal indications that this may be
welcomed by the Parish Council as well
as some of the neighbours and a few
offers to contribute to the cost have
been received. I would be very grateful
for any comments that readers may
have as I am sure that if a planning
application needs to be made, the City
Council will wish to see these.
Nick Owen
nick@owensouthwood.plus.com

two children in Itchen Down Farm,
Northington Road.
Educated in the United States with a
scholarship to Minneapolis/St Pauls
University, Peter described his ‘raving
ambition and his love of the $’ as the
prime motivators for his very
successful business acumen. He felt this
was partly due to the fact that within
the US, if you do not earn money,
there is no welfare state to look after
you. He felt that the fact he did not
marry until his 30s meant that he had
had a number of years with no extra
responsibilities such as mortgages or
school fees, which enabled him to take
risks and even to make mistakes. He
described this time as a very steep
learning curve.
He came to the Winchester area in the
1980s and it was here he met Barbara
Taylor (a former resident of Itchen
Abbas) who became his mentor and
helped him to ‘curb his ambition into a
polite package’. She also introduced
him to businesses in Europe and this
provided the cue for Peter to start his
import and distribution business as UK
wholesaler for Lithofin stone and tile
cleaning products.
The Alresford offices for this business
also house the administration for his

Itchen Valley Entrepreneurs
As Forbes magazine said back in 2012,
everyone will have to become an
entrepreneur. Even employees
themselves may find they need to
invent different ways of using their
skills to ensure they stay attractive to
potential employers. This philosophy is
very much a core belief of the first
entrepreneur to be interviewed for this
new column in our magazine, Peter
Waldron, who lives with his wife and
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other enterprises. One is a SelfStorage unit in Prospect Road,
Alresford, advertised on page 28 of this
magazine. This facility is primarily
designed to attract anyone moving
house who needs to store their
possessions until the new house is
ready for occupation.
Having stored your worldly goods with
him, Peter hopes you find your new
house through Hellards estate agents in
Alresford in which he has a one half
share with his long-time friend Gordon
Thoday. They have recently moved
premises to Broad Street next to
Morgans the ironmongers (who just
happen to stock Peter’s Lithofin
chemicals).
Other projects in the pipeline, in which
Peter has an interest, include an
independent bank for small businesses
(Civilised Bank) with a branch planned
for Alresford next year and something
completely different, an insurance
company (Embryo Care) for mothersto-be. Premiums paid before birth will
pay, if necessary, for specialised postnatal treatment should there be any
health problems with the new born
baby.
Now very much a family man, he is
keen to be a role model for his
children and hopes in time that they
will find the world of small business as
stimulating as he so obviously does.
Rosie Salmond

Neighbourhood Watch PCSO
On February 17th I went along to
Easton Village Hall at 5.00 pm and met
Laura Willshire PCSO as mentioned in
the February 2015 Valley News by
Vernon. We had a very friendly chat
saying how lucky we are to be in such a
lovely friendly safe area, but we mustn’t
be too complacent and be on guard
10

and keep our wits about us. I have met
Laura since at Alresford and she told
me I was the only one to turn up which
I think is such a shame. I know Easton
doesn’t have a Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator at the moment. I have
been Marty Worthy Coordinator for 8
years and it’s a good way to meet your
neighbours. Laura did tell me that she
or her colleague might be at Martyr
Worthy Village Hall within the next
two months. If this takes place, I do
hope she’s not on her own!
Steve Green

Rhubarb and Elderflower
Cordial
If you were lucky enough to buy a
bottle of Lucinda Ffennell’s magic
cordial at the Martyr Worthy Plant Sale
last April, you will know how good it is.
Since we getting into the rhubarb
season and the elderflowers will soon
be on the bushes, now is a good time
to publish Lucinda’s recipe. She tells
me that she adapted one for plain
rhubarb cordial that she found in a
book by Jamie Oliver.
To make approximately 1 litre.
Place 1.5kg chopped rhubarb in a pan
with 75ml of water. Cook very slowly
with a lid on, until the juices start
coming out, add some elderflowers &
continue cooking until completely soft.
Place a colander over a large bowl &
then lay either some muslin or a clean
tea towel inside it. Pour rhubarb
mixture in, then tie all four corners &
leave to drip for several hours or
overnight.
Measure liquid and put back into
saucepan adding 750g caster sugar and
75ml lemon juice to every litre of juice.
Put over a medium heat & stir to
dissolve sugar. Switch off heat before

the mixture boils. Cool & bottle.
However, here
is a personal
health warning
from the
Editor! I
followed
Lucinda’s
instructions
throughout last
summer with at
least one glass
every day. It
was wonderfully
refreshing, both tart and sweet at the
same time. Alas, when I visited my
dentist for my once a year check-up in
November, she was shocked to see so
many holes in my teeth. We narrowed
the problem down to my cordial habit
and from that day I haven’t touched a
drop (even though there’s been a
bottle of it sitting in the fridge all that
time).
So do make a little to have a taste of
heaven – and then stop!
Vernon Tottle

The Election and the Itchen
Valley News
This magazine has written into its
constitution (it has a constitution?) that
it “shall be free of political bias”. In
normal months this restriction hardly
rears its head as all contributors play
fair and very few political points are
made or played for.
However, in the weeks running up to
the election, with some of the likely
candidates actually living within its
circulation area, this publication must
not only be free from bias, it must be
seen to be free from bias. With this in
mind, the editorial team has decided
that it will refuse to publish anything

submitted by any candidate nor will it
publish anything that mentions the
name of any candidate. The only
exception will be a simple list of
candidates to be published in the May
2015 edition.
For anyone who is interested or
affected, please study the dates given
below as they are fixed deadlines in the
election process.
Thursday 2 April - Notice of the
Election will be formally published
Thursday 9 April - Deadline for
submission of nomination papers for
anyone wishing to be a candidate
Tuesday 21 April - Deadline for a new
request for a postal vote
Thursday 7 May - Polling stations will
be open from 7 am to 10 pm
Further details on all these dates are
available from Winchester City
Council.
Vernon Tottle
Editor IVN

IA&A Safari Supper –
Saturday May 9th
The East End of our Parish will be going
on safari for supper on Saturday May
9th . This includes, as before, Itchen
Abbas and Avington as well as those in
Chilland and Chillandham Lanes.
Numbers have increased almost
exponentially each year since it started,
so please join in and keep the trend
line going. All are welcome, singles,
couples, old and young. If you cannot
host we can still fit you in since some
people can host 8 or 10. Conversely, if
you can’t find a baby-sitter so would
like to host the whole evening we can
provide a succession of guests to
entertain you. The usual format is that
we gather somewhere for pre-prandial
drinks and canapés (volunteer host
11
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Safari Supper - Saturday 9th May

If you would like to take part in the Safari supper please fill in the form below and
post/deliver it to me (Shrubs Hill, Main Road, Itchen Abbas, SO21 1AT)
Name(s):
_____________________________________________________________
Address:
_____________________________________________________________
Tel. No or email: _____________________________________
I/we wish to take part and are willing to cater for ____ people (including ourselves)
I/We would be prepared to offer:
Starter / main course / pudding and cheese (please delete any you would rather
not provide, you will only need to provide one course and we will do our best to
meet your wishes)
I enclose a £ ____ for ____ persons at £15 per head (cash or cheque payable Mrs
A C Appleby) or more if you also wish to make a donation to the Winchester
Night Shelter.
I/we accept full legal liability for our actions and absolve the organisers from any
responsibility.
th

Closing date Thursday 30 April

Or email shrubshill@gmail.com and we will assume you accept liability

needed!), go to one house for starters,
on to another for a main course, a
third for pudding or cheese and those
with the energy gather again for coffee
and liqueurs and to compare notes,
exchange contact details with new
friends and maybe swap recipes. The
cost is £15 a head and the hosts get £3
for starter and pudding and £5 for the
main, leaving £4 for pre and post
prandial gatherings. We do not include
a charity donation but in previous years
many people have donated their food
and drink hosting fee to the
Winchester Night Shelter, which seems
an appropriate cause to remember
while celebrating and enjoying our own
and our neighbours’ lovely homes in
the Valley.

Please copy or cut out the form above,
or simply provide all the necessary
information on a plain piece of paper if
the thought of damaging the Valley
News is too traumatic!
Charlotte Appleby
You can also print out the form from the
digital version of the News on the Itchen
Valley Parish Council website - Ed

Martyr Worthy Lecture
Series - who knew
fundraising could be such fun?
Four of us – Joanna Lang, Gilly
Greenwood, Liz Platt and I – had great
fun planning the second series of
Martyr Worthy lectures, which has just
13

OCEAN GUTTERING SERVICES
AND ROOFING
Gutter Maintenance and Repair
Roofing Repair
New Felt Roofing
Lead Roofing
80 High Street, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 9AT
PHONE:
01962
885928
Tel. 01962
779690
www.guttering.uk.com
www.ocean-roofing.co.uk

AVAILABLE TO HIRE:
The STUDIO AND/OR
Consulting Room
@ hourly rates
Central Alresford with Car
Parking
www.thestudioalresford.com
TEL: 07771 522665 /
07734 425430

Sally Hogg
Pilates @ the Studio
26a,The Dean, Alresford

Small class numbers and individual
support –
For further details:
call/text Sally Hogg on
07771 522665
sallyhogg@btinternet.com
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PETER G FISHER
GAS SAFE registered 219242

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Engineer
33 Victoria Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7FY

Phone 02380 600834
Mobile 07860 401304
Credit and debit cards accepted

finished – three lectures over the
winter, held every alternate year, to
raise money to support the Itchen
Valley churches.
Our aim is to combine a top quality
lecture with an opportunity to chat and
socialise over canapés and a glass of
carefully chosen wine and it seems to
have succeeded! Well over 450 tickets
were sold, filling the excellent Itchen
Abbas and Avington Village Hall on
each occasion, and we raised a total of
£6,600 for parish funds. Our thanks to
so many people in Martyr Worthy who
helped to make it all such a success.
The three lectures were all excellent,
and we are very grateful to the
lecturers. We heard about Financing
the Medici with Douglas Skeggs, the
Manor Houses of England by Dr John
Davies, and finally the Countess of
Carnarvon gave us a behind-the-scenes
view of the Real Downton Abbey.
We are starting to plan the new series
in November 2016 and have some
ideas in mind, but would be happy to
hear if any of you have suggestions for
a good quality lecturer, maybe on a
local subject. Thank you to all of you
who bought tickets - we shall look
forward to your continued support in
November 2016!
Verity Coleman

Easton W I
At their March meeting, members
enjoyed ‘A Ramble Through the
History of Easton’ from 875 to the
early 20thC, with speaker Mike Cox.
Those of us who had never given a
moment’s thought to what Easton
might actually be east of, learned it was
the settlement of Ing. Facts came thick
and fast as we heard about land
ownership, church, schools, pubs and
crime, of which there was a surprising

amount in Victorian times. Theft of a
5/- umbrella in 1866 earned one
woman 10 days in gaol. Censuses
show more shops and many more
tenements than are to be found in the
village now. The talk was illustrated
with wonderful photos from an album
belonging to Mrs Cuell, a name wellremembered by some Eastonites. It
made us realise the importance of
giving photographs captions for future
generations, otherwise who would
have guessed that the jaunty troupe of
gypsies, circa 1937, were in fact ladies
of the then W I.
At our next meeting on 9 April we
shall be indoctrinated into the art of
holiday packing. Anyone who has ever
struggled to limit a fortnight’s essentials
to airlines’ modern baggage rules is
very welcome to come along. Email
Sallie Peake (sh.peake@btinternet.com)
for details.
Janet Green

How to vote in an election.
(or where do you put your
cross?)
Maybe the best way to vote is like
Hamlet
“Oh, I’m dying, Horatio! This strong
poison’s overpowering me. I will not
15

live to hear the news …. But I bet
(redacted by editor – it is not
permitted to mention candidates’ names
during the election campaign) will win the
election. He’s got my vote as I die. oh, the rest is silence.”
How lucky not to have to see out the
consequences of your voting. But for
the rest of us, how do we do our best
to ensure we get the politicians we
need rather than those we deserve?
Let’s turn to the Bible for guidance.
Proverbs 16:2 says "All the ways of a
man are clean in his own eyes; but the
Lord weigheth the spirits.", though to
help the Lord let’s ask John O’Sullivan,
a barman in the commons, who told
the Mirror recently that “The drinking
was off the scale in there. In what
other job could you spend all day
drinking while claiming to work?”
So we find someone of sober mind,
where next? In the book of Ezra it says
“And whatever else is required for the
house of your God, which you are
responsible for providing, you may
provide out of the king’s treasury.” But
what is responsibility? As a director of
HSBC said to the commons select
committee recently talking about tax
evasion at the bank “if I didn’t know
about it I can’t be responsible for it”.
Such clarity of logic tells us that to
ensure we get leaders least likely to act
irresponsibly, we need to find those
who know little and do nothing to find
out more.
OK, so I can’t and indeed shouldn’t try
and tell you who to vote for. But I do
believe that as Christians we have a
duty to vote and to vote for a standing
candidate chosen on Christian
principles and not to use what some
would call ‘the excuse’ of a spoilt ballot
paper. I do believe personally there is
an argument for having a ‘none of the
above‘ box as they do in some
16

countries if all it does
is increase the
turnout.
Romans 13 says “Let
every person be
subject to the
governing authorities;
for there is no authority except from
God, and those authorities that exist
have been instituted by God.” So if we
are subject to them, we should take
seriously our responsibility for electing
them. We will, after all, be accountable
before God as a body, for the decisions
made by our democratically elected
officials as we have elected them,
whether we vote or not.
Matthew 22 says “Give therefore to
the emperor the things that are the
emperor’s and to God the things that
are God’s.” Surely an instruction to
fulfil civic duty if ever there was one.
There can be no doubt that whatever
its failings, a democracy IS preferable to
any other form of government. Indeed
our national belief in democracy has led
to many thousands fighting in its
defence from the world wars to Iraq
and Afghanistan. Surely we have a duty
in their memory to do the little that is
a vote to support what many of them
have died for. Indeed, where we are
still fighting to create democracy it
makes a mockery of our efforts if we
are seen not to regard it as a right to
be taken seriously back at home.
So, yes I know we have stories about
politicians who fiddle their expenses,
sell their services, have multiple jobs
rather than exert all their efforts on
behalf of their constituents. But I still
believe the vast majority of MPs are
honest, responsible people trying to do
the best job they can and for them if
no other reason we owe a
responsibility to use our Christian
principles to identify and vote for the

NEW FARM MOTOR
SERVICES LTD
New Farm Road, Alresford SO24 9QE

01962 732338

FREE COLLECTION
COURTESY CARS

MOT Testing Centre
Class 7 Vans from 3000 - 3500 kg
Class 4 Cars and Vans up to 3000 kg
All makes cars and vans serviced and repaired
Horseboxes, lorries and campers up to 7500 kg serviced
and prepared for plating tests.

L.P.G.A. Approved
Autogas conversions
www.amsautogas.com
CERTIFICATED ENGINEERS
RECOVERY AVAILABLE

PRESTIGE
CARS
of
ALRESFORD
Private
Available
For
Private
HireHire
Available
For Airports,
Airports
– Theatres
–
Cruise
Terminals
and Train Stations
Restaurants
Any Journey Undertaken
Any Journey Undertaken
0196201962
865602
732111
Mobile0775207734
699332
570787

www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
kevin.mitchell202@btinternet.com

D . B a rk e r & S o n

G O L D S M IT H S & S IL V ER S M IT H S

T r a d itio n a l F a m ily J e w e lle r s
F u ll R e p a ir a n d R e s to r a tio n S e r vic e to
J e w e lle r y, W a tc h e s a n d C lo c ks .
H a n d & H e ra ld ic E n g r a vin g
Va lu a tio n s U n d e r ta k e n o n th e P r e m is e s
4 0 a W e s t Str e e t, A lr es f o r d
Te l: 0 1 9 6 2 7 3 2 2 0 0
w w w .d b a r k e r a nd s o n .c o .u k
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best person we can find to work
alongside them.
Remember, wherever you put your
cross, God is watching you, whether
that’s with the baleful glare of GCHQ
monitoring your Facebook page for
every wrongdoing or the loving
glance of a mother who cares for her
children, I’ll leave up to you to decide.
Gerry Stacey, Licensed Lay Minister

Church Matters
Ministry Team

Curate
Rev Alex Pease
793063
alex@manorfarmkilmeston.com
Curate
Rev Rebecca Fardell
809264
rebecca.itchenvalley@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Minister
Mr Tony Gaster
779110
tonygaster@btinternet.com
Licensed Lay Minister
Mr Gerry Stacey
620263
gstacey@easynet.co.uk
Area Dean
Rev Canon Phil Collins 732105
rector@stjohnsalresford.org.uk

From Rev’d Amanda Denniss
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I am full of excitement as my husband
Oliver and I prepare to move to the
rectory in the Itchen Valley. We have
been living in central London and the
prospect of moving to such beautiful
countryside in Spring is wonderful.
More importantly, I am looking
forward to meeting and getting to
know people both in the churches
and in the local community. My
professional background was
originally in law; Oliver and I met
studying law at UCL. I was later
ordained and have served in churches
in West London and Coventry. I

believe we live in
exciting times
when more and
more people are
experiencing
spiritual hunger.
One of the things
that excites me is
for the local
church to be a
community where
people of all ages
can come and explore their questions
of faith.
With best wishes
Amanda

Faure Requiem Friday 3rd
April
A performance of this beautiful work
will take place on Good Friday (3rd
April) at St Mary’s, Easton starting at
6pm. Taking part will be the parish
choir and friends, and John Dover will
be our organist. In addition to the
Faure we plan also to perform music by
Mozart and Stainer. We hope to see as
many of you at this free event as can
make it and there will be a retiring
collection afterwards.
David Truslove, Director of Music

Changing Perspectives –
Winchester Go LD art
exhibition
A change of name to Winchester Go
LD (from Winchester Mencap)
signalled a new beginning for this local
independent charity and what better
way to celebrate the change than with
a fundraising art exhibition called
“Changing Perspectives”. People with
learning difficulties now live amongst us
in the community, and need extra
support to stay safe and to live full

the charity, which raised a magnificent
£20,000 to support its work in our
community.
Verity Coleman

The Valley Gardeners:
Gardening with wildlife

lives. Go LD’s aim is to enable its
members not only to deal with the
challenges of every day life but also to
enjoy social gatherings too. The
members find the new name much
more positive, and they look forward
to Go events and Go activities. Do
look for more information at http://
learningdisabilitieswinchester.org.uk
The fundraising exhibition was held
over the weekend of 14th and 15th
March in the Link gallery at the
University of Winchester with a
private view on Friday evening, and
formal opening by Lady Portal (Louisa)
who has lent the charity her
wholehearted support. The
professional and high quality exhibition
benefited the Wessex artists as well as

How do you encourage wildlife of all
kinds into your garden and yet retain it
as an attractive place for us to enjoy?
This was the question that guest
speaker Martin Fish set about
answering in his talk to The Valley
Gardeners on 10th February.
Often, people think that to have a
wildlife friendly garden, you must leave
it untidy and in a semi wild state. Not
the case, assured Martin. All you need
to do is ensure you have enough in the
way of habitat, shelter, food and water
for the animals, insects and birds you
want to welcome to your garden.
As it turns out, many of the trees,
plants and shrubs which Martin listed as
ideal for offering shelter and
sustenance to wildlife throughout the
year are ones most of us already have
in our gardens such as ceanothus,
laurel, elaeagnus and forsythia. Even
the humble hanging basket will provide
nectar. We were happy to learn that
we were already offering a good home
start to our furry, winged and
carapaced friends!
If you want to provide additional help
for birdlife, Martin was very helpful in
suggesting the correct type of food to
buy and the best feeders, as well as
what type of nesting boxes to provide.
In particular, he warned that nesting
boxes should never be placed on south
or west facing walls or fences as the
sun can be much too hot for the birds
and their nestlings to tolerate. If your
south facing nest boxes have never
been inhabited, that may be the reason
19

why!
Martin showed us various kinds of bug
hotels which are available to buy and
also that it is relatively cheap and easy
to construct your own. So you can give
your garden insects the choice of
either the Ritz or the Premier Inn in
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which to stay! Birds will also, of course,
choose unlikely places to nest such as
the one which nested in the chassis of
Martin’s Land Rover, meaning he could
not use it until the baby birds had
fledged.
Ponds, hedges, even lawns provide
food and/or shelter for wildlife. Instead
of dead-heading or pruning every plant
immediately after flowering, why not
leave seed heads and foliage to form a
food source and shelter for many wild
species but also architectural interest
in the garden.
Martin is a R.H.S. show judge, a
gardening broadcaster for the BBC and
he runs his own gardening consulting
business. If you would like to visit his
website for more information please go
to www.martinfish.com
Catherine Hahn
.

Tony’s location at the time of writing

Accommodation
Good food
Cask Ales
Fine Wines
Private Parties
Tel: 01962 779191
info@theploughitchenabbas.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING WITH NO VAT!!!
*Carpet and rug cleaning
*Upholstery cleaning

01962 733602

*Protective treatments

07799 403867

*Leather furniture cleaning

www.martinturvey.co.uk

We can repair unsightly and annoying damage to
your vehicle at a reasonable cost ~ including:
Small to medium dents and scuffs
Collision damage ~ Alloy wheels refurbished
Curbed allow wheels ~ Coded bumpers
Contact: Ray Bradbear Tel: 01962 779828
Mobile: 07950 216856 Email: raybradbear@gmail.com
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What’s On in the Village Halls
Itchen Abbas & Avington
Bookings: Jenny Sloan 07969 113630
Village Hall tel no 01962 791021
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk
Weekly bookings: MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
Montessori 8.30am-1pm, Mon to 3pm
MON: School 1-4.15pm, Zumba 6.307.30pm
TUE: Pilates 9-10am, Rugby Tots 1012.10, Short Mat Bowls 6-8pm, Chi
Gong 8-9.15pm
WED: Yoga 9-10am, Playgroup 10-12,
School PE 1-2.15pm, Short tennis 2.304.30pm, Yoga 6.30-7.30pm, Choral
Society 7.30-9.30pm
THUR: School 1-2pm, Badminton 7.30
-9.30pm;
FRI: Zumba 10-11.45am, School 12.45pm
SAT: Private use 8.45-9:45am
Other bookings
Thur 9th: Annual Parish Asmbly7-9pm
Fri 10th: Child’s disco 5-10pm
Sat 11th: Child’s party 10-2pm
Sun12th: Church 9-12
Tues 14th: Valley Gardeners 1.154.45pm
Tues 14th: Winchester Beekeepers 7.30
-9.30pm
Thur 16th: Parish Council Planning
Meeting 7-9pm
Fri 17th: Wedding set up 6-11.59pm
Sat 18th: Wedding 8am-11pm
Sun 19th: Wedding clear 8-12noon
Tues 21st: Annual Parish meeting 7-9pm
Fri 24th: CPRE AGM 8-5pm
Fri 24th: Race Night HHCC 5.30pm-12
Sat 25th: Child’s party 3-5.20pm
Sat 25th; Table Tennis Finals 6.30-11pm
Sun 26th: 70th Birthday lunch 8am-9pm
Tues 28th: NADFAS 12.30-16.30pm
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Easton
Bookings: Ina Williams 01962 779465
evh.booking@googlemail.com
Weekly bookings
MON: Authentic Pilates 9-10am, 6.307.30pm
TUE: Pilates with Emily 9.30-10.30am
and 11-12 noon (last 24th); Sally
Stanyard School of Dance & Drama
5.15-7.15pm
WED: Moo Music (clubroom) 9.4511.15am
THUR: Pilates with Emily 8.30-9.30am
FRI: Authentic Pilates with Judy 9-10am
(last 20th); Mothers & Toddlers 1012am; Sally Stanyard Class 4-6.30pm
SAT: 4th State Yoga class 9.30-10.30
Other bookings
Thur 2nd: IV Parish Council 7-10pm
Fri 3rd: Children’s party 2.30-6.30pm
Tue 7th: Private dance session 8-10pm
Thur 9th: WI meeting 7-10pm
Sat 11th: 21st Birthday 3-12pm
Mon 13th: Bridge Club 10am-1pm
Sat 18th: 70th Birthday 12-7pm
Wed 22nd: Winchester Music & Opera
Society 7-10pm
Sun 26th: Private party 1-6pm
Martyr Worthy
Bookings: Lucinda Ffennell 779701
Weekly bookings:
MON – FRI Riverbank School 9am1pm; MON & WED 9am-3pm
THUR: Whist drive 7-9.30pm
Other bookings:
Fri 3rd: Way of the Cross 10am
Sat 18th: GPS training all day
Sun 19th: GPS training all day
Sat 25th: Children’s party pm
Sun 26th: Ark Sunday School am

Itchen Valley Church Services
Holy Week:
30th Mar
31st March
1st April
Maundy Thursday
2nd April
Good Friday
3rd April
Easter Day
5th April
12th March
19th March
26th March

8pm
8pm
8pm

Compline
Compline
Compline

Martyr Worthy
Martyr Worthy
Martyr Worthy

8pm
10am
2pm
6pm
8am
10am
10am
6pm
8am
10am
6pm
8am
10am
6pm
8am
10am
6pm

Holy Communion
Way of the Cross
Last Hour
Faure’s Requiem
BCP Holy Communion
Family Communion
Traditional Communion
Easter Evensong
BCP Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong
BCP Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong
BCP Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Taize

Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy
Itchen Abbas
Easton
Avington
Easton
Martyr Worthy
Itchen Abbas
Easton
Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy
Martyr Worthy
Easton
Avington
Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy
Easton

Itchen Valley Churchwardens
St Mary’s Easton: Sara Janssen 779337 and Anna Burness 779993
St John’s Itchen Abbas: Charlotte Appleby 779778 and Chris Wilson 779249
St Swithun’s Martyr Worthy: Andrew Impey 779645 and Isobel Pinder

Institution of Reverend Amanda Denniss
Amanda is being instituted as the Rector of the Itchen Valley
by Bishop David Williams
in St Mary’s Easton at 7.30 pm on Thursday 9th April.
All are welcome but as space is limited
please let Anna Burness know if you are planning to attend.
(01962 779993 or annaburness@talktalk.net).
Light refreshments will be served after the service.
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Richard Steel
& Partners

Jewry Street,
Winchester,SO23 8SB

Family Owned

Telephone 01962 844600;

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Box Office 01962 840440

Over 150 years of Family Service

www.theatre-royal-winchester.co.uk

Richard Steel, Iain Steel, Mark Allery
Alderman House, 12-14 City Road

Winchester

(01962) 862333
with St Mary’s Chapel & Garden of
Remembrance at 4, Chesil Street

Personal 24 Hour Service
Pre-need funeral plans
www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

GREENWOOD THERAPIES
ALRESFORD
Holistic Massage and Bodywork
For complete well-being
carol@greenwood-therapies.com
07780 953143
www.greenwood-therapies.com
D and G
Maintenance & Renovations
All building work undertaken.
Garden landscapes and decking, plumbing, roof
repairs, decorating.
Competitive quotations. estimates.
References of caring and completed work carried
out locally.
LANDLORDS - property renovations and
maintenance.
City & Guilds nvq qualified. Fully insured.

24

THEATRE ROYAL
WINCHESTER

Wed 8 - Fri 10 Theatre Boot Camp
Sat 11 - Sun 12 Stick Man

Mon 13 - Tues 14 Theatre Explorers
Thu 16 - Fri 17 The Picture of Dorian
Grey
Mon 20 - Sat 25 Pirates of Penzance
Mon 27 Lorca: Amor en el Jardin
Wed 29 - Thu 30 Picnic at Hanging
Rock

They seek it
high, they seek
it low ...
Litter that is! The
Parish council
organised a litter pick
on Saturday 14th
March and the photo
shows the volunteers
who gathered at
IA&A Village Hall
under the direction
of Councillor Mick Phillips. Other
groups met at Couch Green and the
Cricketers but even a Valley News
reporter can only be in one place at a
time, so apologies to those who are
not pictured.
Items large and small were collected
and a few observations which came to
mind include the thought that it might
save mess if rubbish for the black bins
were put in plastic bags and securely
tied – I think that used plasters were

probably not dropped out of cars or by
walkers but more likely to have fallen
from the bins. If the dog walker who
thinks that somewhat out of sight is
out of mind would like to recognise
their neatly tied plastic bag and own up
in next month’s News I am sure we
would all be interested. My long held
conviction that tobacco duty is not high
enough was reinforced by the number
of cigarette tips found – usually in
clusters. Are there smokers who finish
a cigarette and drop the fag end just
before going up their own driveway to
greet their non-smoking family? Or is it
linked to the recent broadband work?
Empty cigarette packets and drinks
cans presumably are thrown out of
cars – a white van nearly swerved into
me recently as the driver reached
across to throw his coffee mug out of
the passenger side window. Did he
think it was more environmentally
friendly to
throw it
onto the
verge than
into the
middle of the
road? In a
way he was
right. It is
2
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sufficiently risky
picking litter up
from the verges,
dashing into the
middle of the
road would be
beyond the call
of duty. Why
are drivers so
reluctant to go across the white line to
give room for a pedestrian even when
there are no cars coming towards
them? We were lucky to have a sunny
day for the task, although it was chilly
until the bending and stretching
worked its magic. Next time, come and
join in.
Charlotte Appleby

I should have gone to
Specsavers.
Today I joined a team of residents from
the Valley on our litter pick. This is an
annual, somewhat unpleasant, task that
really illustrates the community spirit in
the Valley. A crack team of litter
pickers assembled on a sunny Saturday
morning and scoured the verges and
ditches for the debris discarded by
thoughtless drivers,
walkers and cyclists.
This job has its ups
and downs! My
personal down
occurred during my
stint from the Martyr
Worthy Memorial to
the Easton Bus stop
and back. On my way
to Easton I collected
a full bin bag of
rubbish including a
large number of
decomposing “wet
wipes” , and a scary
number of beer cans.
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Returning on the other side of the
road, I noticed what looked like a piece
of paper on the road where I’d already
“picked”, I dutifully went to recover
the newly discarded, and still moist
litter…yet another wet wipe! Clearly
whilst I had been walking along the
B3047, wearing a high vis jacket,
carrying a nearly full bin bag, someone
thought I hadn't enough to do so
chucked out a wet wipe to help make
sure my day was fully utilised. Words
did actually fail me!
On a lighter note I did form a new view
of the visitors and inhabitants of the
Valley, based on what they discard.
Whilst my wife and other pickers
encountered two pairs of knickers, a
pair of shorts and socks etc. My find of
two chicken breasts (Waitrose, but
sadly out of date) and a pineapple took
me to the realms of the surreal.
However my next finds, within 100
yards, were an empty condom pack,
the box for a pregnancy test kit, the
inner wrapper from said kit, and finally
the actual kit. Unfortunately the latter
had been run over by an “Eddie
Stobart”, so I'm unable to impart if
there is good news to report or not.

Putting aside the implications for the
Road Traffic Act, I can only marvel at
the balance and dexterity implied by
the use of the above items whilst
driving or indeed riding a bicycle. All I
can say is I am clearly missing
something during my daily passage
along the B3047, so am sending myself
to Specsavers at once!
Yours in “less litter”
Mark Frankland, Tumbledown

And even more about litter!
We’d like to thank all those people
who gave up an hour of their time on
Saturday to walk the highways and
byways of the Valley picking up other
peoples rubbish. The Princes Mead
Grounds Staff (photo opposite) also did
a sterling job earlier in the week,
clearing bags of rubbish from the
schools perimeter with the B3047, a
HUGE thank you to you all.
The Valley roads are looking amazingly
litter free. However due to the
continued inconsiderate behaviour of
those passing through the Valley (we
simple can’t believe residents would
drop litter !) this remains an ongoing
job. So if you are out for a stroll or
walking with the dog, please think
about picking up just one piece of litter
each time. If we all did this, the amount
would reduce quickly.
On the note of dog walkers there have
been a number of complaints about
owners that do “Poo” pick but then
leave their doggie bags in the
hedgerow, hanging from trees, next to
footpath etc, Please could you refrain
from this even if your “deposits” are
going to be there for a short time.
Many thanks.
The Itchen Valley Parish Council

Cricket Sixes is back in July
It’s become a popular annual event in
the local sporting diary. Easton and
Martyr Worthy CC’s Cricket Sixes
tournament is back, once again
sponsored by Charters Estate Agents.
Taking place at the Easton cricket
ground on Friday 24th July, with the
now traditional tug-o-war warm-up on
the previous evening, it will be an
important fundraiser for the club. As
before, corporate teams of six will
compete for the coveted trophy and
there will be food, drink and
entertainment for spectators – young
and old alike.
Please keep the date in your diaries and
there will be more details to come in
future issues.
Tracy Wickham, EMWCC

Good Causes Concert
St John’s Church, Alresford, Sunday
31st May 7.30 pm
Claire Jones, former Royal Harpist and
her percussionist husband, Chris
Marshall, together form a unique duet
known as C2. Juliet Howland is a
locally based singer songwriter and
Sophie Pentecost sings ‘fun vintage jazz
with a hint of blues’ accompanied by
her own pianist. St John’s Choir is
conducted and accompanied by their
Musical Director, Richard McVeigh.
All the above are taking part in an
enjoyable evening with a wide variety
of music to suit many tastes!
Tickets - £20 each - include a free
drink from Six West in West St or St
John’s Parish Office, Alresford, the
Theatre Royal Winchester, tel: 840440,
All ticket money will go to charity,
including Young Carers and
Winchester Night Shelter
Judy Smith
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WORTHY HEATING &
PLUMBING SERVICES
Jonathan Salter






Corgi Registered Gas Installers
Boiler & Control Specialists
Boiler Servicing and Repair
Gas & Oil Fired Boilers
Appointed Service Agents

Spring Cottage.
Tel: 01962 776321
Woodman Lane.
Fax: 01962 776111
Sparsholt, Winchester
Mob: 07703 178219
SO21 2NZ
Email: worthy heating@aol.com
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Itchen Valley Montessori

Itchen Abbas
9.00 am - 2.45 pm
Monday

9.00 am - 1.00 pm
Tuesday to Friday

The Montessori Method in a
prepared classroom
Activities include Art & Craft,
Music & Movement, Cooking,
French and Drama

Call 01730 829377
carolinembutcher@btinternet.com
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Two Easton girls of
World War 2
Jennifer Smith (nee Wibberley) lived in
Easton from 1938 till she married (in St
Mary’s Church) in 1958. Her home was
a bungalow in the garden of The
Corner. Jennifer’s grandfather, John
Tanner, was a farmer and steward to
Avington Estate, as was his father
before him. Jennifer is a cousin of
Easton resident and WI correspondent,
Sallie Peake.
Jennifer, who now lives in Henley-onThames, was sifting through some old
photos last summer when she came
across a Christmas card from Virgil
Haynes, sent in 1949. It was a photo of

baby Cynthia, his daughter. Knowing he
was a photographer, and that he lived
in Harbor Springs, Michigan USA, she
Googled him and his daughter and
came up with the address. Jennifer
scanned the Christmas card and wrote
to Cynthia Haynes. The card arrived on
6th June, the 70th anniversary of the D
Day landings. In return, Cynthia sent
Jennifer a fascinating book of photos
and letters sent by Virgil Haynes to his
wife during his time in the UK and
France, including pictures taken round
Easton, the Itchen, and Winchester.
The story got picked up by the
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Cynthia’s local Harbor Light
Newspaper and we reproduce below
the article as it appeared.

I heard the most delightful story over the
weekend from Cynthia Haynes and in
honour of Father’s Day and the 70th
anniversary of D-Day; I am going to share
it with you exactly as she stated it. I don’t
think that I need to give you much
background as she covers it all very well,
except to say that for those who may not
know, Virgil Haynes was a wonderful
photographer who had a studio on Main
Street for many years. He took most of
the senior pictures of Harbor Springs
graduates for a very long time, along with
beautiful pictures of the area. The
compilations of his work that Cynthia has
compiled are amazing and if you haven’t
seen them, I would highly recommend
them. Following is Cynthia’s note in her
words:
“Back in WWII when my dad was
stationed with the Army’s 38th Station
Hospital Unit in Winchester, England,
he used to attend a very old, very small
church in a nearby village called
Easton. There he met a family who had
two little girls, Jennifer and Jackie who
were nine and ten. He took a really
beautiful and charming picture of them
coming out of the stone entryway of
the church in their tartan kilts and
berets -- I had seen that photo many
times because he made an especially
nice enlargement of it. Virgil used to
develop photographs in the x-ray
department of the hospital where he
was a staff sergeant, and, of course he
brought all of his photos home with
him in autumn of 1945.
A few years ago, when I went through

Photo by Virgil Haynes / Courtesy
Cynthia Haynes

many of his letters and other data he
had saved from the war, I found several
very adorable notes and Christmas
cards from Jennifer and Jackie, the two
little girls. I hadn’t been aware that
they stayed in touch, with my folks, and
it appeared they did so until about the
early 1950s.
My father had left England after D-Day
to go with his unit into France to set
up a station hospital there, so from
about 1944 when he left England until
maybe 1953, he stayed in touch with
the girls. When I realized that fact, I
had in mind to try and find them some
day, but through the years I didn’t have
any luck.
Well, this past Friday, in the late
afternoon came a letter from England;
it was from that “little girl” Jennifer !!!
It was beautifully written, and to think
that it arrived on this recent
anniversary of D-Day. Jennifer
mentioned in her letter that when she
realized that it would be 70 years since
D-Day, she thought she would try to
find me. Thanks to the internet she
did. So she mailed me her note

on June 3 and it arrived here by June
6... I think there was some divine
intervention for it to come over so fast
that I could be in touch with the “little
girls” who are now around 80 years of
age, on the D-Day anniversary. How I
wish my father were here for this
incredible reconnection.”
An amazing story, and believe me,
Cynthia, there are many of us who wish
that our fathers, veterans of that war,
would have been with us for the 70th
Anniversary or just for Father’s Day. Your
father left an amazing legacy; thank you
for sharing it with us.
Article by Cynthia Morse Zumbaugh
(another Cynthia, not Cynthia Haynes)
First published in Harbor Light
Newspaper (Harbor Springs, Michigan)
June 11, 2014.
Reprinted with permission.

The Big Fella
A Good Friend
From time to time we all do foolish
things which, upon mature reflection,
we regret. Your correspondent would
plead guilty as charged to any number
of such “moments folle”. On occasions,
these events provide an opportunity
for some thought on what has
occurred.
One such event caused me to reflect
on our relationship with our dogs. As I
understand the common view held on
such matters, a dog provides us with
companionship, loyalty and a simple
uncomplicated affection. We, in return,
provide food, water, a good regular
walk, a warmish place to sleep and a
reciprocation of affection. On such
simple terms is the contract between
dog and owner drawn up.
Some people argue for there being far
greater bonds of understanding and
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affection between owners and dogs.
They call upon examples of great
loyalty and of apparent deep affection
going way beyond the normal to
support their argument. I am not sure
where I stand on this, all I can do is
report events that occurred a few
years ago and invite you to judge.
We were on a visit to the West
Country and, one day, the Big Fella and
I were out for a walk together. We
were walking a stretch of the South
West Coastal Path, near one of the
fashionable coastal towns of that
region. The path makes its way along a
fine stretch of coastline where there
are magnificent cliffs rising directly
from the ocean. The cliffs are unfenced
but the path is set somewhat back from
the cliffs to prevent the unwary from
straying too close to the edge. The
constructors of the path did not take
into account the possible antics of a
fool as opposed to the meanderings of
the unwary.
It was a beautiful day, the sun shone,
there was a pleasant breeze and
everything was right with the world.
The Big Fella was, as ever, engaged
upon the important business of any
walk, while I ambled along lost in a
reverie which had at its centre the
beauty of my surroundings. I am
embarrassed to say that so far was I
from any sense of reality that I was
suddenly overwhelmed with a desire to
cross to the edge of the cliffs and
admire the majesty of the scene. I did
so, walking close to the edge, but, I am
happy to say, not right to it, some
sense still being maintained. However I
was closer than I should have been and
entranced by what was before me I sat
down on a convenient tussock.
My reverie was broken by the sound of
three or four sharp barks behind me. I
looked round. There, some two
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metres or so away, was the Big Fella.
He was leaning back so that his head
was some distance behind his front
legs. Having given the three or four
barks he turned and ran off a distance
from me, stopped and turned towards
me. When I did not immediately get
up, he returned and repeated the
procedure.
I received the message loud and clear,
and followed him away from the cliff
edge. We continued our walk with Big
Fella, after a bout of enthusiastic tail
wagging, returning to the business of
the day and I, now shaken from my
reverie, pondering on what had
occurred.
I concluded that this was more than
just loyalty or affection, it seemed to
reflect a genuine concern, on his part,
that his companion was doing
something foolish and needed to be
persuaded to stop doing it immediately.
It was as though he had taken over
responsibility for me and was, so to
speak, giving the orders. Whatever it
was, I saw the Big Fella in a new light
that day, he was not just a dog, but a
concerned friend, doing what any
concerned friend would do.
There were extra rations in his bowl
that evening and an extra Bonio at
bedtime. It was the least I could do, for
a friend.
The Boss, an Itchen Valley Resident

Tiddler Joke of the month
What do frogs
drink?
Croak a cola!!
Sophie Hanson,
aged 7, from
Itchen Abbas.

ANDREW SMITH & SON
1793
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
Hampshire’s Leading International
Fine Art & Antiques Auctioneers
• monthly antiques & Interiors sales
• six weekly fine art, antiques & collectables auctions

• achieving World record prices
• global exposure via ‘live’ internet bidding
• regular contributors to BBC’s ‘Flog It!’ and ‘The Antiques Road Trip’
Contact us for details of our;
• complete property & contents valuation services for
Sale -- Insurance - Probate - Family division

• free valuation advice for auction sale
• complete house clearance
www.andrewsmithandson.com

THE AUCTION ROOMS, MANOR FARM, ITCHEN STOKE,
WINCHESTER SO24 0QT
Tel: 01962 735988 email: auctions@andrewsmithandson.com

Specialising in you

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Cosmetic Acupuncture

SHARON BRADBEAR
BSc (Hons) Lic Ac MBAcC
07951 501594
www.hantsacu.co.uk

Alresford . Southampton

SHAUN
BARNEY
Professional
Painter & Decorator
Local Tradesman with
20 years experience
Competitive
Rates
Quality Work
Fully Insured
01962 864033
07928 027618
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AVINGTON PARK

Stunning venue for weddings,
meetings and corporate
events.
Open to the public May to
September.
01962 779 260

THE

COUNTRY

HOUSE

COMPANY

Property Sales I Lettings I Management
02392 632 275 countryhousecompany.co.uk

Warner & Richardson Solicitors
Warner & Richardson was founded over 200 years ago and has built a reputation for personal
service and high quality advice. With the longest record of service of any Winchester firm we are
committed to providing innovative solutions to our clients’ problems and needs based on a strong
foundation of local knowledge, experience and pragmatic advice.
Private Client Services
Property and Conveyancing
Wills, Probate and Trusts
Business Client Services
Commercial Property and Business Leases
Agricultural Land
Please see our website at www.wandr.co.uk for further details
29 Jewry Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8RR
Tel 01962 868366 Fax 01962 840607 DX2511 Winchester
Email : lawyers@wandr.co.uk
Website: www.wandr.co.uk
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Itchen Valley Bookworms
You don’t need to be a Jane Austen
aficionado to appreciate Longbourn by
Jo Baker. Whilst based on the servants
who fleetingly appear in Pride and
Prejudice, this story has plenty to
recommend it in its own right, as
Bookworms explains…
This novel starts with a very clever
idea: what was life like for the 18th
century servants of families like the
Bennets, Bingleys and Darcys? Jo Baker
sheds light on the people and functions
below stairs that were so
rarely referenced by Austen.
In doing so, she has not only
been hugely socially
informative about their way
of life but has created a
wonderfully engaging story
with believable characters.
The life-changing events for
the Longbourn household
are told mainly through the
eyes of Sarah, the young
housemaid. We meet her
on laundry day at four thirty
in the morning: “The iron
pump-handle was cold, and even with
her mitts on, her chilblains flared as she
heaved the water up from the
underground dark and into her waiting
pail. A long day to be got through, and
this just the very start of it.”
There is also Mrs Hill, the
housekeeper, and her aging husband
who live in the tiny attic room and who
‘slept the black blank sleep of deep
fatigue’. Plus there is the sweet but
naïve young maid Polly, with whom
Sarah shares a bed.
Their work is relentless. As Sarah
remarks, the young Bennet ladies might
behave like they were smooth and
sealed as alabaster statues beneath

their garments…. but they reveal
themselves to be the frail, leaking,
forked bodily creatures that they really
are.
Into their dull and monotonous lives
comes change. For Sarah, this is in the
guise of taciturn new servant James and
the exotic and ambitious Ptolemy
Bingley – a black footman so named as
he comes from the Bingley family’s
sugar plantation. Meanwhile, the
Bennet girls are all a flutter with the
arrival of the new soldiers at Meryton
and subsequent events have a dramatic
knock-on effect downstairs.
There are also tantalising
insights into many of the
familiar Austen
characters. For example,
inheriting cousin, Mr
Collins, is portrayed in a
more empathetic way
while Mr Wickham’s
behaviour appears to
have an even darker
motivation. Even
Elizabeth, adored by
Janeites, is shown to be a
typical wealthy young
woman as, despite her
supposed perception, she fails to
notice the trials and tribulations of her
young servants. As for Mr Bennet…
you will have to read the book!
This is a gripping story. Sarah is a warm
and sympathetic heroine who deserves
more from life; the reader cannot help
but root for her. The true nature of
Mrs Hill unfolds beautifully over the
pages. And while love, in its various
forms, may be the main theme of the
book, it is not a saccharine read –
particularly when dealing with the
horrors of the Napoleonic Wars.
Bookworms gives Longbourn a well
deserved 5 out of 5.
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Itchen Valley News Accounts
The accounts for the first year of
operation of the Itchen Valley News
are as follows:
Income & Expenditure Account
Income:
Advertising
7,956.67
Readers Contributions
3,062.00
Postal Fees
408.00
Interest & sundry
15.06
Total Income
11,441.73
Expenditure:
Printing
8,961.85
Other Expenses
468.40
Total Expenditure
9,430.25
Surplus of Income over Expenditure:
2,011.48
Balance Sheet
Start Up Capital from
Founding Journals
2014 Surplus of Income
over Expenditure
Represented By:
Cash At Bank
Creditors (Income
received for 2015)
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2,000.00

2,011.48
4,011.48
10,400.48

(6,389.00)
4,011.48

It is clear that the advertising income,
whilst substantial, by itself doesn’t pay
for the magazine and that contributions
from readers are essential for its
continued operation. The current high
level of cash in the bank is because
advertisers pay in advance for a whole
year. All the printing costs for 2015
will need to be paid out of this balance.
The IVN team is discussing how to
manage the finances for this year and
beyond and how best the necessary
contributions towards the running
costs of the publication might
contribute to the life of the valley.
Our grateful thanks to Andrew

Kennedy for his bookkeeping and for
preparing these accounts.
Vernon Tottle Editor

Itchen Valley Parish Council:
Annual Parish Meeting
A quick run-through of what we’ve
been doing and some of the things we
hope to achieve in the new financial
year will be highlighted at our Annual
Public meeting on 7pm at Itchen Abbas
& Avington Village Hall on Tuesday 21st
April. Copies of the full accounts for
the financial year 2014/15 will also be
available for inspection.
This will be a special one for me, as I
will not be standing for re-election in
May, so I’d like to have the opportunity
to say a personal thank you to my
fellow Parish Councillors, to our
County Councillor and to our City
Councillor and of course to you, fellow
residents of the Itchen Valley, for
working together so effectively for this
Parish. I do hope to see as many of
you as possible. Although I won’t be
chairing the meeting, I hope to come
along and to raise a glass with you to
the future.
So after five years in the chair, this is
the last time I shall be signing off in this
magazine as Chairman, Itchen Valley
Parish Council. It’s been a privilege.
Penny Flemons

Smile time in Itchen Abbas
Fifty folk of all ages, some more
talented than others, danced or
otherwise moved around to the music
and songs of the band Sonrisa at the
recent Latin American evening in
Itchen Abbas village hall. Thanks to the
sterling efforts of many people behind
the scenes, £300 was raised for village
hall funds.
Vernon Tottle

The Alresford Surgery
Station Road
ALRESFORD
SO24 9JL
Telephone: 732345
www.alresfordsurgery.co.uk
New Phlebotomists
We are pleased that Vicky Tiplady & Ping Ashford are joining our team as
phleobotomists.
Blood test clinics are provided at the surgery every Monday and Thursday from
8.30—12.30. In addition, a limited number of appointments are offered on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays by our Health Care Assistants.
Travel Vaccinations and Advice
If you are travelling abroad and think you may need advice and vaccinations from
us you must complete a questionnaire (available from reception or from our
website) and make an appointment with a nurse. We have become aware that
patients are often leaving it too late to seek this help, some vaccinations need a
course spread over a few weeks so please make apply in good time – up to 2
months before departure.
Ordering repeat prescriptions online via patient access
We have been offering patients the facility to book their appointments online via
www.patient.co.uk for some time now. But we are now able to offer repeat
medication ordering.
If you already order your repeat medication via the surgery’s website, then you
will need to change to www.patient.co.uk. From 1st April the system used on the
Surgery’s website will no longer be in use. Patient Access is quick and simple to
set up:
1. Go to www.patient.co.uk
2. Click on the big orange ’Patient Access’ button in the top right hand corner of
the page
3. Click on the green ‘Register’ button
4. You will be asked if you have been given a registration letter, select ‘No’
5. Follow the remaining instructions, which will give you a ‘basic’ account where
you are able to book one appointment.
6. Once registered, you will need to come into the surgery with some form of
proof of identification and a member of the Dispensary team can then permit use
of the 'full' service which will allow you to order your repeat medication, book
further appointments and update your details.
7. Once your online registration is completed, please click on the link below or
go directly to https://patient.emisaccess.co.uk/Account/Login to log in to the
prescription ordering service for your repeat medication.
8. You can then view the prescribing list of your medical records on-line and
simply tick the ones you want, adding comments if required.
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ZUMBA
Great music
Great dancing
6.30pm Mondays & 10am Fridays
Itchen Abbas Village Hall
Anyone can do it, everyone should do it!
Friendly classes – all welcome however many left feet you
think you have!
For class details contact Sue Russell on
sue@plays-r-ussell.com
or tel 07947410394
or visit www.zumba-around-winchester.com

Can’t get the hang of
your computer?
One-to-one tuition in your
own home by qualified trainer
Gift tokens available

Call Christine for details on

01962 735359
PLUMBLINE Local
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Alresford Motor Services
New Farm Road

All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

Plumbing & Heating
Friendly, local family run business with
over 20yrs experience and a member of
CHECKATRADE.
Tel: 01962 885511
Mob: 07801 365925
on work undertaken
FOR1 year
ALLguarantee
YOUR PLUMBING
NEEDS
NO JOB TOO SMALL !
NO
JOB TOO SMALL!

Memorials
Building Stonework Restoration

BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd
Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net

CURTAINS and
AUSTRIAN BLINDS
Throw-over bed covers made up from
customer’s own material.
Headboards & dressing tables covered.
Christening gowns made to order.
Tel: Mrs Egleton 01962 779586

SMARTIES

Top quality second-hand clothes
for children aged 0-15
Please contact Andrea on
01962 779553
07743 042753

and join over 500 other Hampshire Mums at Smarties
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ITCHEN VALLEY B&B
CHILLANDHAM LANE
MARTYR WORTHY
01962 779379
bh@itchenvalleybandb.com
www.itchenvalleybandb.com

The Practical Gardener
Now is the time of year to sow and
plant. My greenhouse is already full of
plug plants which I buy and seeds. It’s a
time of great vigilance because I use a
mixture of heated propagators and
other techniques. When it’s really
sunny you have to be careful to protect
young seedlings as they can be easily
scorched. It’s also necessary to keep
watering but not too much so I make 2
visits every day to check progress.
Seeds seem to be quite expensive now

and I recommend looking out for
special offers, especially if it’s generic
like all year round cauliflower or African
marigold. There are several half price
offers at the moment (Hilliers) or 4 for
3 (Homebase) but none beats the 50p
per packet I paid at the end of season
sale at Wyevale! I’m also astonished at
the poor quality of some commercial

compost. I now sift it all before sowing
and you would be surprised at the bits
that are left behind.
I have already planted out first early
potatoes. I always use fleece at this
time for protection; we are still having
some rather cold nights. I’m a really
lazy gardener and just plant potatoes
with a trowel but the crops have been
excellent in recent years so the
technique must be OK. If you plant
now, harvesting can begin in June.
It’s also a time for using cloches and
not being one to over-winter, my first
rows of broad beans are out but

protected. Last year I made the mistake
of sowing outside into cold and wet
soil and nothing germinated. Apart
from carrots, this year I’m starting
everything in the greenhouse. Even the
difficult to germinate parsnips are up,
so I think it’s working.
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Local monthly information
Waste collections
Black bins and green bags on Friday
3rd and 17th. Green bins on Saturday
11th (because of Good Friday) and
Friday 24th.
Library
Visiting on Friday 10th April.

My greenhouse is double wrapped so
on sunny days I need to open the door
to ensure the temperature does not
get too high. I do have an electric fan
controlled by a thermostat but it’s not
sufficient. So all in all, this is not a good
time to take holiday!
Thinking ahead to the Flower Show in
July, it’s also a good time to decide
about entries for both flowers and
vegetables.

I have been over my perennial borders
in the past week, weeding, digging and
adding compost. It’s also a good time
to divide plants.
Happy Gardening!
Tony Gaster

And finally
If you were wondering about the front
cover photo, it’s the Snapbreast March
2015 Art Salon exhibition in Avington.
Full write-up next month. Ed

Cameo
On Tuesday 21st April.
67 Bus operated by Stagecoach Monday
to Saturday
School term timetable operates
1st- 2nd April and 20th- 30th April.
Weekdays to Winchester:
07:55 08:30 09:25 11:25 13:25 16:25
17:25
Weekdays to Alresford:
09:18 11:18 13:18 15:18 17:11
18:08
School holiday timetable
operates on Friday 3rd to Friday 17th
April:
Weekdays to Winchester:
07:55 09:25 11:25 13:25 15:25
17:25
Weekdays to Alresford:
09:18 11:18 13:18 15:18 17:08
18:08
Saturday service (same for the
whole month)
Towards Winchester:
08:25 10:05 11:25 14:25 17:25
Towards Alresford:
09:18 12:18 15:18 18:08
Sunday service — no Sunday service
in April.
All times shown are 5 minutes later (or earlier) at Easton
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COMPLETE
TRANSFORMATION
All types of maintenance work undertaken
Warren Taylor

07794 986256

warren.wlt@gmail.com 01962 779693
1 The Terrace, Easton, Winchester S021 1EG

Cartridge Plus+
Computer
and&Stationery
Com
puter CConsumables
onsumables
Stationery
Printers
Now
Prin
ters N
owAvailable
Available
Also
Pictures,
Frames
&&
Mounts
also
Pictu
res, F
rames
Mounts
3 Stockbridge Road, Winchester
tockbrid
ge RoFax
ad, 01962
Winchester
Tel3 S
01962
877992
877976
Tel: 01962 877992 Fax: 01962 877976
Email:
keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
Email: keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
wwww.cartridge-plus.co,uk
ww.cartridge-plus.co.uk

Clarity Computer
Solutions
Computers, broadband, wireless, networks.
PC & Mac
01962 734750 07808 480344
philip@claritycomputing.co.uk

www.claritycomputersolutions.co.uk

Tom Fisher
Tree Care
A professional local service
Specialist in tree care
Hedge trimming Stump grinding
Garden reclamation
Fully qualified and insured
01962 861891
07725 835715

Hypnotherapy at Studio49
26 The Dean Alresford SO24 9AZ
Stress, anxiety, unwanted habits, relaxation,
Call NOW to book your FREE initial consultation and discover
how Hypnotherapy could HELP YOU

01962 738683 or 07724 010244
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Keylink SAS Ltd
Mercedes, BMW,
Porsche and VAG
servicing & repairs
specialist.
(All other makes too).
Competitive rates, full diagnostics,
MOTs arranged.
Air conditioning service and
repair.
Free collection, delivery or
courtesy car.
www.keylinksas.co.uk
info@keylinksas.co.uk
01256 397150
Unit 15/16 The Calvert Centre
Woodmancott Winchester, SO21 3BN
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High Quality
- Dressmaking
- Restyling
- Alterations
- Repairs

Traditionally made
- Bespoke curtains
- Blinds
- Cushions
- Curtain tracks
& poles
- Fabrics

Call or email us today

2014 UK Garden Machinery

Dealer of the Year

www.georgecanngardenmachinery.co.uk

Blinds & Awnings

Your local self-storage facility





Convenient Location
 Full Range of Unit Sizes
Easy Access
 Commercial and Private Use
Unloading Under Cover
 Short or Long Term
Friendly Staff
 Competitive rates
Contact us for Information and Advice
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