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WELCOME to the valley news
June is a glorious month: long days,
birthdays, sports days, lazy days, flower
days and generally a happy time of year
– aside from those with exam days!!!!
A tip to parents; there are only two
things that you can ever say to a
youngster preparing for exams. The
wrong thing. And the wrong thing.
Whatever you say is going to irritate
them. Accept it. And even accepting it,
well, that's irritating too. Stress not,
there’s plenty in this issue to take your
mind off academia.
At the forefront of our minds is the
devastation in Nepal. The Itchen Valley
has many connections with this
beautiful country and its people. Find
out more on page 19.
Flowers are over-pollinating this
publication in the form of the Flower
Show (a detailed schedule is included
alongside an entry form). There are
also some stunning pictures from the
Itchen Valley Gardeners’ latest trip,
while Tony Gaster finds some
unwelcome ‘bits’ in his potting
compost. If all that sounds rather too
energetic why not kick back and watch
some lively village cricket - EMWCC
home fixtures are listed on page 40.
Look out for lots of fun things to do
this summer from village fetes,
Winchester Italian arias and the Barn
Dance. Many of these events, like the
recent Easton Duck Race & BBQ
would not happen without an army of
volunteers. Please, if you have any time
to help, no matter how little, it would
be much appreciated. Not least by the
endangered Friendship Club much
loved and valued but in need of some
‘friendship’ of its own.

Finally our own mini appeal. As you
know we have to rely on the
generosity of our readers to help
balance the books. Editors and
contributors give their time completely
free of charge but there is of course
the big cost of printing. We would be
most grateful if you felt compelled to
show the value of having a local
magazine by donating a subscription
(details on page 10)
And, if you’d like to join our merry
team, either as a reporter or a news
gatherer, we’d love to hear from you.
Perhaps something for youngsters to
consider; this could even add some
extra colour to the CV! Charlotte
Appleby returns to edit next month.
Fiona McIntosh & Lucy Wolfe
Itchen Valley News
Editor
Vernon Tottle
Sub Editors
Charlotte Appleby, Verity
Coleman, Tony Gaster, Fiona
McIntosh, Lucy Wolfe,
Advertising
Sue Hitchen
Sophie Jackson
Distribution
Mima White
Jane Chichester
Treasurer
Andrew Kennedy
For editorial enquiries, please email:
itchenvalleynews@gmail.com
For advertising enquiries, please email:
itchenvalleyadvertising@gmail.com
Postal address: Itchen Valley News, Hazeldene,
Northington Road, Itchen Abbas, SO21 1BE

Please send all contributions for July 2015 by the
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and the Valley News cannot be held responsible for
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can it be liable for any loss arising from the use of any
information or advertisements contained herein. The
Editorial Team reserves the right to refuse or amend
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What’s On
Parish Lunch Sun 21st June at 12 noon
in Itchen Abbas village hall
To meet the visitors from St James,
Newcastle (page 27). Reserve places
with Charlotte Appleby 779778
Nepal Earthquake - Talk by Beth
Halford on Sun 21st June at 7pm in
Itchen Abbas village hall
Beth Halford, a physiotherapist and
volunteer in Nepal will be talking about
her last six months there, showing a
selection of her dramatic photographs
of the country and its people. Tickets
£10 from Arminel Tottle on 779611.
More details on page 20.
Vernon Tottle
Italian Summer Concert, Winchester
featuring musicians from the Valley,
Sat 27th June at 7.30pm in St Paul’s
Church, Winchester
This year the Winchester Chamber
Orchestra will be playing music based
on an Italian theme including works
from Rossini, Resphighi and
Mendelssohn. Two local residents are
taking part (Arminel Tottle on clarinet
and Andrew Salmon on trumpet).
Tickets available from Arminel on
779611 or at the door.
Vernon Tottle
Ovington & Itchen Stoke Village Fete
Sun 28th June 2.30pm - 5pm at
Lovington House, Ovington
Stalls to include teas, cakes, local
produce, bric-a-brac, pony rides, bottle
stall, tombola, fly fishing, duck races
and many other stalls.
Rachel Peppiatt
Itchen Abbas & Avington Village Hall
AGM, Weds 1st July in the Burge
Room of the village hall
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Please arrive from 6pm for a 6.30pm
start. The business of the meeting will
include approval of the Minutes from
the 2014 AGM, Chair’s Report,
Treasurer’s Report, Election of the
Trustees for the coming year and AOB.
All who live in Itchen Abbas, Avington
and the surrounding area are invited to
attend.
Sue McIntosh, Secretary
Easton Summer Barn Dance on Sat 4th
July at 7pm at Grace’s Farm, Martyr
Worthy
The Band has been booked, the hogs
have been ordered and ticket sales are
now in full swing. Prices are £15 a
head (including a hog roast dinner). £10
for teenagers, £7.50 for ages 5 to 12
and under 5s are free! Call Sally Stone
on 779283 or Ina Williams on
779465—HURRY to avoid
disappointment…..and start polishing
your dance shoes and moves
Ina Williams
Easton Sixes, Sat 24th July from 10am
at the David Roth Memorial Cricket
Ground, Easton
All our welcome to come and enjoy
some family fun and some friendly, yet
highly competitive (!), fast paced
cricket. The Chestnut Horse won last
year but who will take the title for
2015? Lots to see and do with
activities for the children and
refreshments including a Hog roast,
BBQ and full bar.
Sophie Goodall
Easton Fete, Bank Holiday Monday 31st
August, at the David Roth Memorial
Cricket Ground, Easton
We need you! Please save the date for
the annual Easton fete and even better
please consider lending us a hand to
make this traditional and much loved
village fete happen. Many hands make

light work! If you’d like to find out
more (with no obligations!) please
contact Sally Stone on 779283
Sally Stone

The movement of long-chainpolymers in aqueous flows
About ten ducks
are visible when
you look into a
bag of 500 of the
things. There was
a one in fifty
chance therefore
of seeing my duck (number 444) at the
top of the pile. But there it was,
proudly lying (upside down) at the top
of the bag. So I left it there, reasoning
that it’s bound to win if it’s first in the
water.
That was end of any logic at the Easton
Duck Race 2015. Number 444 went in
first on the left bank – and within a
couple of minutes it was stuck in twigs
on the right bank.

The helpful duck-removal-from-thereeds men in waders gleefully told me
it was probably going to arrive last at
the winning line at that rate. Pleas to
throw it back in further downstream
were met with deaf ears!
Predictions are always difficult in a race
controlled by the elements of wind and

Race Commentator, Robert Hall

water. A duck in the lead can at any
time easily float into a slow moving
stretch whilst others get caught in the
current and glide gracefully past.
At the end, duck number 779 (trained
by Sally Stone) won the £50 first-pastthe-line prize with Chow Mezger (duck
184) coming second and a tied third
place for Kate Patrick (588) and Jean
Wheeler (249). The doubtful honour
of coming last went to a very lazy duck,
number 557; Charlie Carter clearly
needs to put more thought into his
duck’s training routine before next
year’s race.
135 winners and losers alike enjoyed
the excellent barbecue afterwards in
the gardens of
The Old
Should have
Rectory,
‘ducked’!!
courtesy of
Judy Bishop.
Over £2,000
pounds were
raised for
church funds.
Vernon Tottle
Barbie Guys
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The
C h e s tn u t
H o rs e
E a s to n
R e a l a le s , g r e a t f o o d .
2 c o u r s e lu n c h t im e &
e a r ly e v e n in g m e n u
fo r £ 1 2 .
A la c a r t e a n d b la c k b o a r d
s p e c ia ls a ls o a v a ila b le .

Mould & Thompson
Ltd
Easton Garage
Servicing and Repairs to all
makes of cars and vans
MOT and Bodywork arranged
Collection & Delivery

G r e a t a t m o s p h e re
a n d o p e n fir e fo r
t h o s e c h il l y d a y s
a n d e ve n in g s
K a r e n W e l ls

24hr Recovery and
Breakdown Service
Te l: 0 1 9 6 2 7 7 9 2 5 7

01962 779319

The Old Forge Twyford SO21 1BF
www.rogerwalkertravel.com
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Winchester Constituency
Update
To represent the great
constituency of
Winchester once was
a huge privilege. To
have the chance to do
it again, means a great
deal.
Thank you to everyone who supported
me and allowed me to secure 55% of
the vote with a greatly increased
majority. You can see more on the

result and watch footage from the
count, including a smashing 3-minute
film made by ITV Meridian,
via www.stevebrine.com/GE2015. As I
said five years ago, I will once again
work to the best of my ability to serve
this area and to represent everyone
who lives here.
I visited every community in the
constituency during the campaign and,
although I never stop canvassing or
holding street surgeries, it was good to
meet and talk with constituents every
day meeting hundreds of people in the

process. With the local team, we spent
a number of days in the Itchen Valley
and in Alresford and I’d like to say
thank you for the warm response. We
even had residents stop to chat out of
the car window as they saw us, in our
distinctive Team Winchester jackets,
padding the streets!
On the eve of the election we even
held a chilly street surgery down in
Alresford; partly in Broad Street and
inside The Bell when rain stopped
play.
The General Election of 2015 was a
long one (the country endured a sixweek campaign) and, as I
said time and again, was the
most important and
unpredictable in
years. Indeed, as the
pollsters enter a period of
soul searching as to how
they got it so wrong, the
new Government is getting
on with the job.
The same can be said of me
as our constituency MP. I
was out attending local
events the very next day
and back to Westminster
on the Monday after polling
day. Quite what this new
Parliament will bring for me is yet to be
written but I will go on championing
some of my long-standing causes
(breast cancer, park homes, cycling and
reducing reoffending) as well as playing
my part in the new Government. I
look forward to receiving your
continued input on the issues of the
day and suggestions for ventures new.
You can find more information about
my continuing work as your local MP,
in Winchester and Westminster,
via www.stevebrine.com or on 01962
791110 steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk
Steve Brine
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From our City Councillor
First and foremost, a
huge thanks to all
those who decided to
keep me on as your
city councillor
(apologies to those
who thought
otherwise). I am
humbled by your confidence and your
kindness. Political battles are much
easier to deal with on a broad brush
level than on an individual personal
level. I was happy to support and work
for Steve's victory but at the same time
I could not gaily celebrate Jackie's
loss. She does a great deal by way of
public service as a county councillor
and in many other ways, and I wish her
well – as I am sure you all do too.
At the city the Conservative Group
now has the majority of councillors, 33
out of 57, and by the time you read
this article it will have a new Leader
and a new Cabinet too. Whether it
has new ambitions remains to be seen,
but the initial indications as regards
Silver Hill are not encouraging and it
seems likely that my campaign for a far
more sympathetic and interesting
scheme on this important city centre
site will have to continue.
Also set to continue are the
background efforts and preparations
for next years' council elections. This
is because, instead of each council seat
being contested every four years, with
a third of the seats up in one of three
years in every four (still with me?), as a
result of the ward boundaries being
changed, the whole lot are being
contested again in one 'big bang' effort
in May 2016.
The Boundary Commission has yet to
confirm the details, but the provisional
proposal is that the present number of
8

57 city councillors will be reduced to
45, and that wards will be merged and
enlarged. It is proposed that Itchen
Valley will be merged with Alresford,
and as much as I love Alresford, being
re-elected as one of three councillors
all covering the larger area is, in my
humble view, a backward step for local
democracy. I know it sounds terribly
hackneyed but, for all its faults,
democracy is worth fighting for so
here’s to another administrative year of
fighting the good fight.
Kim Gottlieb

Road Closure on Easton Lane
By the time you read this you may have
already discovered new routes to
familiar destinations, or perhaps you’ve
become an
expert in the
art of three
point turns.
Whichever,
hopefully the
extensive
signage gave
plenty of
warning about
the closure of the road entering Easton
off the B3047. Rest assured it is short
term pain for long term gain, namely
freshly painted sparkling bridges which
may, if we’re lucky, help with traffic
calming as drivers slow down, dazzled
by their beauty. To reduce the impact
of the closure, the road will only be
closed during the period 09.30 – 15.30
each day. A signed diversion route will
be erected and it’s expected the work
will be completed in 3 weeks. Further
information can be found at
www.hants.gov.ukengineering-services
or by calling Peter Mabey on 01962
846913.
Editor

Parish Council Notes
This year seven
people stood for
election to ten
places on the Parish
Council. Hence all
seven elected
unopposed and
three places still vacant. The new
council has held its first meeting and
has appointed councillors to cover
specific areas. Please see the web site
for details. We look after many areas
that affect us all in the four villages,
from playing fields to bus shelters, to
footpaths and roads and the all
important subject of planning
permission. So if you would like to be
involved in this very important aspect
of your local community please come
and join us. It’s interesting work and
you can make a difference. We meet in
the evening on the first Thursday of
each month, except August when we
take a summer break. Please contact
me on 779778 or
shrubshill@gmail.com or any of our
Parish Councillors.
Here is a sample of some the things
with which your Parish Council is
currently involved: Broken gates on
footpaths, repair of existing bus
shelters and construction of some new
ones, a new car park for Hazeldene
Gardens, bus services at weekends and
bank holidays and the condition of
roads in the valley.
Finally a very big thank you to the
three councillors who stood down this
year for a well earned rest. Sarah
Robinson who has kept an amazing eye
on all the planning applications, Andrew
Kennedy who has kept our finances in
impeccable order and finally Penny
Russell who as chairman for the last

five years has not only kept us under
control but made our monthly
meetings most enjoyable.
Patrick Appleby (Recently elected as Parish
Council chairman)

House in Easton needed in
the summer
Ideally we would like a 3 bedroomed
house in Easton from mid June until
end of August for myself and Billy (13)
and Daisy (12) - either to rent or if
somebody would like us to house sit
while they are away on holiday.
We will be away for the last 2 weeks of
July, so we could always go somewhere
for the first few weeks, and then
somewhere else for August.
Thank you so much and look forward
to seeing all our valley friends in the
summer!
Polly Howard-Wright
polly@pollyhowardfood.com
+44 7734 803309 +90 (538) 552 92 20

Comings & Goings….
Warmest welcome to Avington to
Sonia, Mike, Jonathan and Jessica Cragg
who have moved from Easton.
Rather belatedly, Easton welcomes
Graham Taylor, having lived in
Winchester and Gill Gordon who
moved into Easton last August and
Claire and Richard Stoodley who
moved back from Qatar in February
last year (!) with Esme 3 yrs and Joseph
6 yrs.
Please let me know if you hear of
anyone moving in or leaving the Valley
so that we can give them a timely
welcome or send off!
Judith Mezger 07834 831450
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Births
Charlie Patrick, born on
27th April to Richard and
Kate Patrick, a little
brother to Georgie.
A new girl, Phoebe,
arrived at Shroner Barn in Martyr
Worthy on 30th April. Mum and dad,
Heidi and Gary, are absolutely
delighted.

Financing the Itchen Valley
News – an appeal!
Perhaps not a headline to encourage
you to read further, nevertheless those
of you who read the recent article
about the Itchen Valley News finances
will know that advertising revenue
alone does not pay for the printing
costs of the magazine. We therefore
have to rely on the generosity of our
readers to help balance the books.
The shortfall in 2014 was about £1,500
and your generosity allowed us to fund
that deficit and to put a little away for
harder times.
The Itchen Valley News was founded
on the premise that everyone in the
Valley should receive it free of charge
and this will continue. However, you
may wish to show the value of having a
local magazine to inform and entertain
every month and now is the time when
you can demonstrate this.
In this issue you will find an envelope
which you can use to make your
contributions by cheque or cash. Send
it to Andrew Kennedy, the Itchen
Valley News’ treasurer, through the
post or you can pop it through
Andrew’s letterbox. Alternatively you
can give the envelope to your
distributor for forwarding to him. It
would be helpful if you put your
10

address on the back of the cheque.
And as a 21st century option you can
make your contribution via the
internet; please send payments to the
Itchen Valley News account at sort
code 404639, account number
61856251, also with your address as
the reference.
We do understand that not everyone
can, or will choose to, help us
financially (in 2014 only a quarter of the
households in the four villages helped
to fund the News), so a contribution in
the range £10-£15 from those readers
who are happy to make it will be very
much appreciated and could help the
magazine to be improved further,
perhaps with all pages in colour, or
possibly even more pages!
Thank you very much for your support.
Vernon Tottle, Editor IVN

Celebrating VE
Day
The Bells rang out
from St Mary’s
Avington on Saturday
9th May. A team
from Abingdon led by Collin Turner
came to ring a full peal as part of the
National celebrations for VE Day. It
lasted for two and a half hours. This is
the second time a full peal has been
rung on the relatively recently installed
bells. The first full peal was rung two
years ago to celebrate the birth of
Prince George.
Sarah Shirley

On top of the world….in
Itchen Stoke
You will have noticed the scaffolding
round St Mary’s Itchen Stoke which
was put up by the Churches

Conservation Trust to gain access to
the steeple for repairs to the weather
vane – as previously reported.
On 13th April the CCT invited locals to
visit the church, learn more about its
history …and take part in a Sunset
Scaffold Tour to appreciate the
fabulous views from the top of the
tower. It was a perfect evening for
scaling scaffolding – clear and sunny
skies with not a breath of wind – very
important when climbing up ladders to
70’ in height - and several intrepid
visitors made it to the top.
First of all there was a talk and tour of
the church led by Dr Neil Rushton,
Conservation Project Manager with the
Trust and a medieval specialist. It
appears that at least two churches
were built in the vicinity prior to St
Mary’s – a 13th century one nearer the
river, and another more recently in
1831 whose foundations reside under
the yew trees in the present
churchyard. The latter was demolished
after only
30 years.
The rector
at the time,
Henry
Coneybeare
and his
brother, an
architect,

decided it had to go!
The building of its replacement, the
current church, was completed in
1866. Built in early Gothic style it cost
over seven thousand pounds to build,
equivalent to £250,000 today. It would
have been a very unusual church at the
time, but in the same style as the
chapels which were being built in
Oxford and Cambridge. The pillars
and the lighting effects are exactly the
same as you would find in St Chappelle,
Paris. It has several interesting details
such as Minton tiles on the floor, a
hand painted ceiling, intricate
decoration on the roof tiles and a
labyrinth pattern in tiles in the chancel.
This would have been used by pilgrims
on the Winchester to Canterbury
route and the idea was pilgrims would

follow the pattern on their knees from
the outside to the inside as a penance.
The font in the porch was originally in
the 13th century church and is the only
substantial item surviving from it.
Neil drew our attention to some glass
mosaics inside the church which had
been vandalised. The Trust has a
policy of keeping its churches open for
all to enjoy. The difficulty is that there
is no easy way of safeguarding a church
when it is open, but at least with
people visiting, it is less liable to
vandalism.
Outside, Mark from Corbel
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Conservation, the scaffolding company,
showed us the damaged weather vane
which had become corroded where
iron met bronze. We admired and
passed around the gilt cockerel, which
was surprisingly light. The weather
vane will be re-erected once the repair
is completed. The staff from Corbel
took good care of the climbers, issuing
hard hats, high vis jackets,
encouragement and reassurance!
Ed McGregor from the CCT, who
organised the event, encouraged us to
visit some of the other CCT churches
in the area to experience their history,
culture and sense of peace. For more
information visit
www.visitchurches.org.uk.
Finally, Amanda Findlay (CCT Area
Volunteer for Hampshire) organises
regular conservation cleaning days at St
Mary’s, and if you’d like to lend a hand
keeping the church looking great please
contact her at
amandafindlay1@btinternet.com
Sue Germon

Tiddler Joke of the month
Q. Where do fish keep their money?
A. In a Riverbank
Emily (7 yrs) and William (4 yrs)
To all readers with connections to
Riverbank Kindergarten, Martyr
Worthy - the friends of Riverbank are

currently raising a few pennies to fund
new equipment, resources and
activities for the children. One simple
way of collecting is through filling a jam
jar with spare change. If you feel able
to join in with this, it would be much
appreciated. Please pass the jars to
Babs at Riverbank and we will let you
know what this has helped to raise at
the end of term. Many thanks.
Susie Brine

The Pinder Trust
Many readers will
remember The
Pinder Centre for
Hydrotherapy at
Avington, which
sadly closed for
financial reasons in
2012. As the Centre was part of the
Itchen Valley for decades and so many
residents gave generously to it, the
Trustees of the Pinder Trust, which
owned the assets and property,
thought it appropriate to bring
residents up to date with its activities.
Sadly John Pinder OBE, former
chairman and brother of the founder
Margaret Pinder, died aged 90 in March
this year. On the passing of his sister,
John was a great supporter of the
Centre both physically, giving his time,
and financially, as he and his wife gave
many generous donations over the
years. He was a remarkable man who
was the quintessential Englishman,
extremely understated in his
achievements, always polite with a
charming twinkle in his eyes revealing a
dry sense of humour. Eulogies to John
were plentiful at his memorial service.
See them at fedtrust.co.uk. When the
Centre closed, Sally Forster and Sarah
Hughes, two of the hydro-therapists,
and one former staff member Sue
13

OCEAN GUTTERING SERVICES
AND ROOFING
Gutter Maintenance and Repair
Roofing Repair
New Felt Roofing
Lead Roofing
80 High Street, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 9AT
PHONE:
01962
885928
Tel. 01962
779690
www.guttering.uk.com
www.ocean-roofing.co.uk

AVAILABLE TO HIRE:
The STUDIO AND/OR
Consulting Room
@ hourly rates
Central Alresford with Car
Parking
www.thestudioalresford.com
TEL: 07771 522665 /
07734 425430

Sally Hogg
Pilates @ the Studio
26a,The Dean, Alresford

Small class numbers and individual
support –
For further details:
call/text Sally Hogg on
07771 522665
sallyhogg@btinternet.com
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PETER G FISHER
GAS SAFE registered 219242

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Engineer
33 Victoria Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7FY

Phone 02380 600834
Mobile 07860 401304
Credit and debit cards accepted

Cunningham have continued giving
treatment to patients. The Trust pays
for the hire of two pools, one at Jacks
Place and the other at Rose Road
Centre for Disabled in Southampton.
The Trust has also made substantial
charitable donations, the most recent
one being to Rose Road, to assist in
modernising their pool facilities.
The Trustees are minded to keep their
funds intact (currently in the region of
£1.1 million) with a view to making one
or two major donations to create a
new hydro-therapy centre or centres
for the disabled within Hampshire. It is
no secret that amongst other bodies
who have approached the Trust,
Winchester City Council are keen to
incorporate a Hydro-Therapy centre
within any new or re-born Recreational
Centre. Discussions are on-going.
This strategy is in keeping with the
thoughts of the founder, Margaret
Pinder, and the Trustees hope to
create a fitting legacy to both her and
John Pinder, hopefully at some stage in
the not too distant future.
The Trustees are Angus Sladen
(Chairman, and cousin of the Pinders )
Nicholas Ashford, Dr. John O’Sullivan,
Stephen Cross, Tiddy Redpath and Fi
McIntosh.
Angus Sladen

From the Rectory
It’s almost two months now since we
moved into the rectory and just over a
month since I started my ministry in
the Itchen Valley churches. Everything
still feels very new. The rectory still
smells of fresh paint. My husband is
still trying to tame the garden (which
he is enjoying immensely). Each time

we go for a walk, our breath is taken
away by the beauty of the valley. What
has struck us most of all though is the
reception we have received.
On the first day we moved into the
rectory, Sarah and Jackie arrived with a
hamper of delicious goodies from the
church. We munched our way through
all sorts of wonderful things and the
kitchen cupboards are still full of home
made jams and chutneys. We have
loved going for walks. What has been
so lovely is that even in my first week
as we ventured out walking, map in
hand, I was greeted by several people
who said, ‘Oh, you must be Amanda.’
It is very special to feel so welcome.
I would like to take this opportunity to
say thank you to everybody who has
made us feel so accepted. Please say
hello if you see me out walking. I
would like to say too that you are very
welcome in all of our churches. Please
say hello to me if you come along.
Revd Amanda Denniss

E&MWCC News
There will be a silver lining to Easton
and Martyr Worthy junior cricket this
season, thanks to the financial backing
of a company celebrating 25 years in
business.
Creative Catering and Marquees, based
in Easton, is sponsoring the young
players for the third year running while
also marking an impressive quarter of a
century of event catering, party
planning and marquee hire.
Founder and Creative Director Kaye
Thompson explained how the club is
close to her heart: “My father and
brother used to play at EMWCC and
now our son is a keen junior player
too. So I’m delighted to continue to
support the juniors and be part of this
energetic and successful club.”
15

Creative Catering’s Kaye Thompson with
some of the junior members

Juniors’ organiser Adrian Lee added:
“We are incredibly grateful for Kaye’s
continued support which secures the
future of our junior cricket for another
year.”
EMWCC is an England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) charter club and,
alongside its senior teams, coaches
children from U7 to U15. It also has an
Academy for talented teenagers and an
extensive programme of winter and
summer training with its team of ECB
qualified coaches.
Tracy Wickham

Friendship Club MeetingWeds 17th June at 10.30 am Please help save our club!
You may have read the article about
the Friendship Club in the May issue of
the Itchen Valley News. This is a club,
not connected with the Church, that
gives elderly residents in the Valley an
opportunity to go out and get to know
their neighbours. It meets on the first
Thursday of each month for a variety
of activities Now the time has come
for Gail Mann, who has done an
outstanding job of making the Club run
smoothly, to retire. Activities have
been arranged for June and July, and
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none is held in August, but after that
the future of the Friendship Club is
uncertain. Now a new, younger
person is needed to take on the role of
Club organiser, who will be able to
plan the monthly events in the
imaginative way that Gail has. Over
the years, Friendship Club members
and helpers have formed a happy
relationship, and no birthday is ever
forgotten! Volunteers must now be
found to host events, prepare and
serve tea, and do the driving. And, of
course, if the Club is to continue to
flourish, new members must be
encouraged to join.
Surely many of you could spare a few
Thursday afternoons in each year to
provide so much pleasure for Club
members. It would be a real tragedy if
nobody could be found to keep it
going.
A meeting has been arranged for
Wednesday, 17th June at 10:30 a.m. at
the home of Judy Bishop, The Old
Rectory, Easton for those already
helping and anybody else who would be
willing to help. We urge you to come
along and find out more about what
the Friendship Club is all about. Or
you can ring: Lavinia Owen - 779162,
Judy Bishop – 779205, Sarah Shirley 779429 or Liz Darley-Doran - 779442
who will give you any information you
might need.

Easton WI
May brought our annual meeting which,
to make it more enticing, was
accompanied by a ‘Pimms and Pudding’
supper. Even the dullest business can
be enlivened by a range of a dozen
home-made puds. That alone should
encourage you to give us a try. As well
as our monthly meetings we have a
book group, a craft group, a theatre

NEW FARM MOTOR
SERVICES LTD
New Farm Road, Alresford SO24 9QE
01962 732338

FREE COLLECTION
COURTESY CARS

M.O.T. Testing Centre
Class 7 Vans from 3000 to 3500 kg
Class 4 Cars and vans up to 3000 kg
All makes cars & vans serviced and repaired
Horseboxes, lorries and campers up to 7500 kg
serviced and prepared for plating tests

L.P.G.A. Approved
Autogas conversions
www.amsautogas.com

CERTIFICATED ENGINEERS
RECOVERY AVAILABLE

PRESTIGE
CARS
of
ALRESFORD
Private
Available
For
Private
HireHire
Available
For Airports,
Airports
– Theatres
–
Cruise
Terminals
and Train Stations
Restaurants
Any Journey Undertaken
Any Journey Undertaken
0196201962
865602
732111
Mobile0775207734
699332
570787

www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
kevin.mitchell202@btinternet.com

D . B a rk e r & S o n

G O L D S M IT H S & S IL V ER S M IT H S

T r a d itio n a l F a m ily J e w e lle r s
F u ll R e p a ir a n d R e s to r a tio n S e r vic e to
J e w e lle r y, W a tc h e s a n d C lo c ks .
H a n d & H e ra ld ic E n g r a vin g
Va lu a tio n s U n d e r ta k e n o n th e P r e m is e s
4 0 a W e s t Str e e t, A lr es f o r d
Te l: 0 1 9 6 2 7 3 2 2 0 0
w w w .d b a r k e r a nd s o n .c o .u k
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group and a ‘lunch and walk’ club.
Summer plans include visits to a
garden and to a local farm plus an
evening at Hillier’s Arboretum to
celebrate the WI’s centenary. As
usual we are fielding teams in the
county quiz and skittles evenings.
You can see that, despite neither jam
nor Jerusalem being on offer, there’s
plenty more going on. So, if any of
that appeals to you, do contact Sallie
Peake for more details
(sh.peake@btinternet.com).
Janet Green

The Practical Gardener
I buy an awful lot of potting compost
and frequently I need to sift it. I was
horrified to find a popular brand, J
Arthur Bower’s, had a large amount
of lumps and other material in it.
Indeed I was discarding about 20% of
the contents of my bag. I’ve since
change to Homebase products which
are not only cheaper but don’t seem
to suffer from this issue. Similarly I
now sift seed compost. Can you
imagine what I found there?
My two photos (on opposite page)
show the bits and the supplier which I
will not use again. As some seeds are
really tiny I can’t imagine why a
commercial product described as
seed compost should have bits in it.
My rant for the month.
On the subject of seed, from local
conversations, I am clearly not alone
in having failures. Of the 70 or so
packets I buy each year, probably 10%
are dead and will not germinate. At
£2 per packet I find that unacceptable
but you can hardly take the seeds
back. I enthusiastically bought a new
broad bean variety and only 3 out of
30 germinated – rubbish! It’s also
interesting to look at germination
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rates: some seeds come up in days and
others take weeks and you have to be
patient.
I have decided that pelargoniums are
heaven for whitefly so they are banned
from the greenhouse this year. I think
we all have our particular issues and
we certainly have to work with and not
against nature. But whitefly are a
particular trial, followed by pigeons,
ground elder, bindweed and ivy.
I am a prolific weeder and because of a
back injury I spend all of it on my
knees, interestingly something we don’t
seem to do in church today. I believe,
and results seem to confirm this, that
soil needs to be broken up at the
surface. So I weed by hand with a
trowel and prong. I remove stones as I
go and put them into a sieve, wearing
gloves so that I can break up lumps as I
go. In the perennial garden I need to
get up close and into the flower clumps
because weeds get everywhere. We’ve
all been admiring the exceptional
blossom this year and that includes
dandelions! However my pond has
shown some exceptional colour.
This is the time for asparagus, one of
the English crops which cannot be
beaten for flavour: two months of
delight. We’ve had a lot of cold nights
this spring and that has certainly
affected germination. So I grow every
single vegetable seed in pots or trays in
the greenhouse; the only exception is
carrot and that has been very slow
again this year to come through. Now
of course all you competitive types will
be thinking ahead to the Flower Show
on 19th July .
I have two plots with early potatoes
which will be ready for harvest at the
end of June. So I plan now what to
plant in that space which will include
several brassicas which mature for the
winter or next spring. But it’s also a

Tony’s unwelcome ‘bits’ in his potting
compost
good time for repeat sowings of peas
& beans, time to sow now in trays and
they will be ready to go in the empty
plot. I know it’s a bit late, but I also
sow some perennials then, like

wallflowers and Sweet William.
Just remember gardening is an
experiment. Consult the experts but
don’t be afraid to try something
different. We have a wonderful
creation just waiting for us to have a
go!
Tony Gaster

Nepal in Crisis - Closer to
home than you think
The Itchen Valley has a strong
association with Nepal and its people.
This month the Editors thought it
appropriate to highlight some of those
personal connections along with a
valiant fundraising effort.
The Royal Connection
Princess Jyotti arrived in the village in
the 1980s, having bought Long
Meadow.
She came to Easton so that Pragya, her
daughter could go to school. Pragya is
now married, living in Kathmandu near
her parents and soon returning to
England in order for her own son aged
6 to go to school.
Narbadhy first came over
with Princess Jyotti in 1994 to work
for her. He returned to Nepal
around 1999, staying there for the

Easton
resident,
Narbadhy

birth of his two sons born in 2001 and
2003. Narbadhy then returned to
Easton in 2004. Narbadhy came to live
with us in 2010 because Princess Jyotti
and Pragya had returned to live in
Kathmandu. He had been granted
leave to remain and has his own
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cleaning company, Nameste Cleaning.
Narbadhy is the most charming person
who is to be seen on his bicycle going
to work for his very loyal customers,
always with a smile on his face. It was
such a blessing that at the time of the
two earthquakes he was on holiday in
Nepal attending a family
wedding. They were all together in
their home which is near the Indian
border, 5 hours south west of
Kathmandu. He is safely back in Easton
whilst his family are all together in their
village.
We are very lucky
that
communication
with the family has
never faulted; we
Skype regularly.
There is complete
devastation in
Nepal, Pragya
regularly keeps us
informed by face
book. Many
people are camping out with no home
to go to. The buildings have either
been flattened or are not safe to live in.
There is the fear of how long food or
clean water will last. There are several
charities set up so please give
generously.
Judith Mezger
Talk by Beth Halford
Beth Halford works in Nepal as a
physiotherapist whilst trying to assist
some of the country’s poorer residents
with schooling and housing. She has
given talks before in Itchen Abbas
about her experiences both in Nepal as
well as in India and Vietnam. Having
recently overseen the building of a new
hostel for disabled children in
Kathmandu, until last month Beth’s big
project was a monastery school and
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associated health centre in the village
of Beding to serve the isolated
Rolwaling Valley. Currently without
these facilities, the locals faced a two
day journey, on foot, to reach any sort
of medical assistance.
On 25th April 2015 Beth’s life changed.
The severe earthquake in Nepal, in
which she was thankfully only slightly
bruised by falling masonry in
Kathmandu, meant that she could no
longer reach Beding to continue her
work. The valley remains cut off, even
to hardened trekkers like Beth,
because of the
continued rock falls
and the
disappearance of
the paths that snake
up the
mountainsides. To
this day she still
doesn’t know the
fate of the villagers
with whom she had
been working only a
week earlier. The new children’s
hostel in the capital thankfully escaped
damage so Beth has been helping the
monks and nuns in the monastery
where she lives in Kathmandu to bring
relief and assistance to those local
villages that can be reached.
Beth will be back in England in June and
will be talking about her last six months
in Nepal, showing a selection of her
dramatic photographs of the country
and its people on Sunday 21st June at 7
pm in Itchen Abbas village hall. Tickets
£10 from Arminel Tottle on 779611.
Do come along and hear first-hand
about Nepal, its problems and the
work being done to help.
Vernon Tottle
See page 26 and support Itchen Abbas
resident Gavin Edgerley-Harris who is raising
money to support the valuable work of the
Gurkha Welfare Trust - Ed

Accommodation
Good food
Cask Ales
Fine Wines
Private Parties
Tel: 01962 779191
info@theploughitchenabbas.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING WITH NO VAT!!!
*Carpet and rug cleaning
*Upholstery cleaning

01962 733602

*Protective treatments

07799 403867

*Leather furniture cleaning

www.martinturvey.co.uk

We can repair unsightly and annoying damage to
your vehicle at a reasonable cost ~ including:
Small to medium dents and scuffs
Collision damage ~ Alloy wheels refurbished
Curbed allow wheels ~ Coded bumpers
Contact: Ray Bradbear Tel: 01962 779828
Mobile: 07950 216856 Email: raybradbear@gmail.com
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Village Hall bookings are on page 35 and the Flower Show Schedule is on pages 29 to 32
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See page 29 for delivery addresses

Itchen Valley Church Services
Sunday 31st May
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Communion

Easton
Avington

Sunday 7th June
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Family Service
11am Matins
6pm Celebration of Churchwardens
with Archdeacon Michael
Sunday 14th June
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Communion
6pm Evensong

Avington
Itchen Abbas
Easton
Itchen Abbas
Easton
Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy

Sunday 21st June
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Communion and
visit of St James, Benwell
6pm Evensong

Itchen Abbas
Avington

Sunday 28th June
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Communion
6pm Taize

Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy
Easton

Martyr Worthy

Ministry Team
Rector
Rev Amanda Dennis
779832
Curate
Rev Alex Pease
793063
Curate
Rev Rebecca Fardell
809264
Licensed Lay Ministers
Mr Tony Gaster
779110
Mr Gerry Stacey
620263

amandadennis@gmail.com
alex@manorfarmkilmeston.com
rebecca.itchenvalley@gmail.com

tonygaster@btinternet.com
gstacey@easynet.co.uk

Itchen Valley Churchwardens
St Mary’s Easton: Anna Burness 779993, Theo Mezger
St John’s Itchen Abbas: Charlotte Appleby 779778, Tony Gaster
St Swithun’s Martyr Worthy: Andrew Impey 779645, Robin Greenwood
23

Richard Steel
& Partners
Family Owned

Romeo and Juliet
Tue 2—Sat 6

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Over 150 years of Family Service
Richard Steel, Iain Steel, Mark Allery
Alderman House, 12-14 City Road

Winchester

Michael Frayn
Mon 15

(01962) 862333
with St Mary’s Chapel & Garden of
Remembrance at 4, Chesil Street

Personal 24 Hour Service
Pre-need funeral plans
www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

GREENWOOD THERAPIES
ALRESFORD
Holistic Massage and Bodywork
For complete well-being
carol@greenwood-therapies.com
07780 953143
www.greenwood-therapies.com
Local Fresh Flower Gifts to Delight
Circles, Garlands, Door
Wreaths made to individual
requests

Floral Design Gifts
Contact Amanda Rember to discuss your order

07791 733002
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floraldesigngifts @yahoo.co.uk

Les Miserables
Thu 25—Sat 27

Itchen Insight
Name: Joan Howard
Age: 92
Occupation: Retired
houseworker
How many years
you've lived in the
Valley: 90!!!
Your life in 180 characters:
Went
to Itchen Abbas School, left at 14 and
went to work at the Itchen Abbas Post
Office and telephone exchange and
then went on to be a telephonist at the
County Hospital, cycling in every day –
all that cycling kept me fit!
Champagne moment: On the Queen
Victoria celebrating my 90th birthday
with a Mediterranean cruise.
Surprising snippet: I’ve lived in Itchen
Abbas since 1924 when I was two –
apart from two years in the WRENS
during the War.
Favourite view in Hampshire: From
Spreadoak Cottage across the Valley.
Best thing about the Valley: All the
friends I’ve made over the years
Worst thing about the Valley: No
shop or Post Office
Favourite Book or Film: Gone with
the Wind
Sadly, I shall be leaving the village to
live in Winchester, but I hope to keep
coming to CAMEO and the Friendship
Club.

Surrey. After a warm welcome by the
owners Clare and Peter Bevan, we
toured this 2 acre garden which is a
delightful space around the charming
tile hung house. Most of us could really
relate to the size and type of garden,
being much like the ones we work in,
so it was interesting to see how Clare
organised it and was developing it.
One major new project is the 2 acre
meadow sown with wild flower seed in
2013 which flowered magnificently last
year. We spotted many treasures
underfoot ready to burst forth in the
next few weeks: Birdsfoot Trefoil
(known as Eggs and Bacon plant),
Oxeye daisies, Red Campion and many
more.
After a two course lunch, we drove
into Richmond Park to visit The
Isabella Plantation. To say this 40 acre
woodland garden was stunning is a
huge understatement. Luckily, we
visited at just the right time to see the
most spectacular display of flowering
azaleas and rhododendrons I would
guess most of us have ever seen.

The Valley Gardeners at the
magnificent Isabella Plantation
We visited two gardens for our May
trip and the contrast between them
made the day both varied and
interesting.
Our first stop was Bridge End Cottage
garden in the village of Ockham,
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Fund Raising for Nepal

Guided by the indomitable and
impressively knowledgeable Dick Farr,
who has tended the plantation for 30
years, we saw the very best of the
unusual and interesting shrubs and
trees as well as the jaw dropping
displays of colour which most visitors
come to see. I will stop writing now
and let the photographs do the talking
as they tell you far more than my
descriptions can.
Catherine Hahn
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With the recent devastating and tragic
events in Nepal I felt I should raise
awareness of the work of Gurkha
Welfare Trust in its efforts to bring
relief, comfort and support to those
most in need and affected by the
earthquake on 25th April and the
second big earthquake on 12th
May. Immediately after the first
earthquake Gurkha Welfare Trust
deployed its staff to the areas most
affected - welfare staff trekked out to
the remote villages which were
completely flattened, providing medical
care where needed and distributing
Emergency Packs containing tarpaulins,
blankets, food for 30 days and cooking
utensils to those who are now

homeless. In the longer-term, the
Gurkha Welfare Trust will be working
with other aid agencies and the Nepal
Government on the rebuilding process.
Now another large earthquake has
struck Nepal spreading further
destruction, distress and destitution.
As Curator of the Gurkha Museum in
Winchester I wanted to help raise
much needed funds for Gurkha
Welfare Trust. I and three others from
the Museum will undertake a challenge
called "Trailwalker" by walking 60 miles
from Petersfield to Brighton in under
30 hours. If you have not already done
so and are thinking of making a
donation to help aid work in Nepal,
could I ask you to consider sponsoring
the Gurkha Museum Team for their
walk on 25th July.
Gavin Edgerley-Harris
Donations can be made online
at www.justgiving.com/
thegurkhamuseumteam/ or by contacting
Gavin Edgerley-Harris on 01962 842832 or
01962 779861

Visit by Group from
St James', Benwell
The Itchen Valley Parish has been
developing a link with a parish in
Benwell for the past couple of years
and we are looking forward to
welcoming a group who are visiting us
in June.
Benwell is a parish in the West End of
Newcastle which faces many social and
economic challenges; St James' Church
is actively involved with its community
and sees its mission as 'Growing in
faith, Reaching out in love'. Our link
with them is part of a wider
partnership between the Dioceses of
Winchester and Newcastle. It is a way
of supporting Christians in another
part of the country and learning from

them as we demonstrate in a practical
way that we are part of the wider
family of God.
Seven ladies from Benwell will be
visiting the Itchen Valley for a weekend
(19th-21st June). We will be showing
them the Valley and taking them into
Winchester as we use this time to
build friendships and encourage one
another. Some of the ladies will be
speaking at the St John the Baptist's
patronal service on Sunday morning
which will be followed by a parish lunch
in Itchen Abbas Hall.
This is an occasion for as many of us as
wish from the Itchen Valley to meet
them and I would encourage you to
come and do so. This should be an
enjoyable event for our community and
is a chance for the Itchen Valley to
demonstrate its gift of hospitality.
Everyone is welcome to come to the
lunch but please would you let
Charlotte Appleby know via
shrubshill@gmail.com or 779778 so
that there is sufficient food!
Revd Rebecca Fardell

Alresford Surgery News
Calling all carers
Advice and information for carers from
a carer support worker commencing
8th July and then second Weds of every
month from 1pm-5pm. Please book an
appointment.
Diabetes workshop Thurs 18th June,
Holiday Inn, Eastleigh
Diabetes UK invites all people with
diabetes and their families/carers to
this workshop where all subjects will
be covered. A podiatry service will be
there also. To reserve a place call
01372 720148
For more info on Surgery news please
visit www.alresfordsurgery.co.uk
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WORTHY HEATING &
PLUMBING SERVICES
Jonathan Salter






Corgi Registered Gas Installers
Boiler & Control Specialists
Boiler Servicing and Repair
Gas & Oil Fired Boilers
Appointed Service Agents

Spring Cottage.
Tel: 01962 776321
Woodman Lane.
Fax: 01962 776111
Sparsholt, Winchester
Mob: 07703 178219
SO21 2NZ
Email: worthy heating@aol.com
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Itchen Valley Montessori

Itchen Abbas
9.00 am - 2.45 pm
Monday

9.00 am - 1.00 pm
Tuesday to Friday

The Montessori Method in a
prepared classroom
Activities include Art & Craft,
Music & Movement, Cooking,
French and Drama

Call 01730 829377
carolinembutcher@btinternet.com
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ANDREW SMITH & SON
1793
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
Hampshire’s Leading International
Fine Art & Antiques Auctioneers
• monthly antiques & Interiors sales
• six weekly fine art, antiques & collectables auctions

• achieving World record prices
• global exposure via ‘live’ internet bidding
• regular contributors to BBC’s ‘Flog It!’ and ‘The Antiques Road Trip’
Contact us for details of our;
• complete property & contents valuation services for
Sale -- Insurance - Probate - Family division

• free valuation advice for auction sale
• complete house clearance
www.andrewsmithandson.com

THE AUCTION ROOMS, MANOR FARM, ITCHEN STOKE,
WINCHESTER SO24 0QT
Tel: 01962 735988 email: auctions@andrewsmithandson.com

Specialising in you

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Cosmetic Acupuncture

SHARON BRADBEAR
BSc (Hons) Lic Ac MBAcC
07951 501594
www.hantsacu.co.uk

Alresford . Southampton

SHAUN
BARNEY
Professional
Painter & Decorator
Local Tradesman with
20 years experience
Competitive
Rates
Quality Work
Fully Insured
01962 864033
07928 027618
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Pride and Prejudice
Open Air Theatre
at Avington Park

2pm & 7pm - 19th July 2015

Bookings www.thepantaloons.co.uk or 01962 840440
THE

COUNTRY

HOUSE

COMPANY

Property Sales I Lettings I Management
02392 632 275 countryhousecompany.co.uk

Warner & Richardson Solicitors
Warner & Richardson was founded over 200 years ago and has built a reputation for personal
service and high quality advice. With the longest record of service of any Winchester firm we are
committed to providing innovative solutions to our clients’ problems and needs based on a strong
foundation of local knowledge, experience and pragmatic advice.
Private Client Services
Property and Conveyancing
Wills, Probate and Trusts
Business Client Services
Commercial Property and Business Leases
Agricultural Land
Please see our website at www.wandr.co.uk for further details
29 Jewry Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8RR
Tel 01962 868366 Fax 01962 840607 DX2511 Winchester
Email : lawyers@wandr.co.uk
Website: www.wandr.co.uk
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What’s On in the Village Halls
Itchen Abbas & Avington
Bookings: Jo Rheam 07969 113630
Village Hall tel no 01962 791021
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk
Weekly bookings: MONDAY TO
FRIDAY:
MON: Montessori 8.30am-1pm, Mon
to 3pm, School 12.45-4.15pm, Zumba
6.30-7.30pm
TUE: Pilates 9-10am, Rugby Tots 1012.10, Short Mat Bowls 6-8pm, Chi
Gong 8-9.15pm
WED: Yoga 9-10am, Playgroup 10-12,
School PE 1-2.15pm, Short tennis
2.30-4.30pm, Yoga 6.30-7.30pm,
Choral Society 7.30-9.30pm
THUR: Badminton 7.30-9.30pm;
FRI: Zumba 10-11.45am, School 12.45pm
SAT: Private use 8.45-9:45am
Other bookings
Tues 2nd: Boules 6-8pm
Tues 2nd: Hants Beekeepers 7-9pm
Weds 3rd: Choral Society AGM 7.309.30pm
Thurs 4th: Montessori Parents Evening 5.30-8pm
Sat 6th: Auction 9am-6pm
Sun 7th: Child’s party 9.30am-3.30pm
Tues 9th:Valley Gardeners 1.154.45pm
Thurs 11th: NHS Quit4Life 8.30am5pm
Sat 13th: Child’s party 9.30-3pm
Sun 14th: Church 9am-12 noon
Tues16th:Valley Gardeners1.154.45pm Thurs 18th: Parish Council
Mtg 7-9pm
Sat 20th: Friends School Summer
Dance 12 noon—11pm
Sun 21st: Dance clear

Sun 21st:
Church am
Sun 21st: Talk Beth Halford 5-9pm
Tues 23rd: NADFAS 12.30-4.30pm
Tues 23rd: Valley Boules Triples 6-8pm
Fri 26th: Wedding set up 3-11pm
Sat 27th: Wedding 8am-Midnight
Sun 28th: Wedding clear 8am-11am
Easton
Bookings: Ina Williams 01962 779465
evh.booking@googlemail.com
Weekly bookings: MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
MON: Authentic Pilates 9-10am, 6.307.30pm
TUE: Pilates with Emily 9.30-10.30am ;
Sally Stanyard School of Dance & Drama 5.15-7.15pm
WED: Moo Music (clubroom) 9.4511.15am
THUR: Pilates with Emily 8.30-9.30am
FRI: Authentic Pilates 9-10am; Mothers & Toddlers 10-12am; Sally Stanyard’s Dance & Drama Class 4-6.30pm
SAT: 4th State Yoga class 9.30-10.30am
Other bookings
Mon 1st: Bridge Club 10am-1pm;CPRE
PPG Meeting 1.30-5.30pm
Sat 13th: Childs party 1-4pm
Sat 20th: Private party 1-6pm
Martyr Worthy
Bookings: Lucinda Ffennell 779701
Weekly bookings:
MON–FRI: Riverbank School 9am –
1pm , MON & WEDS 9am–3pm
THURS: Whist Drive (not 4th) 7–
9.30pm
Other bookings:
Weds 3rd: Whist Drive 7pm
Thurs 4th: Parish Council Mtg 7pm
Sat 6th: GPS Training, All day
Sun 7th: GPS Training, All day
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One stop beyond East Ham
It is not possible to
write about the Big
Fella without there
being some mention
of barking. It is, after
all, one of the most
important ways by
which he
communicates. Like most dogs, the Big
Fella has different barks for different
occasions.
His biggest and most persistent bark is
saved for the arrival of visitors. It is a
loud and continuous bark often carried
from room to room as he makes his
way to the door at which he expects
the visitor to arrive. It is a bark which
is meant to rouse the militia and to
warn the citizenry that there are
invaders approaching, that the
barbarians are at the gate. There is no
possibility that anyone in the house will
not have been made aware of the
situation, it is the sounding of the
general alarm, and all are meant to hear
it.
On the subject of wood pigeons and
how to deal with them, most Itchen
Valley gardeners would consider the
Big Fella to be entirely sound. Together
with cats, wood pigeons cause the Big
Fella problems. He simply cannot abide
them and it his earnest desire to chase
all wood pigeons and to rid the garden
of them. For reasons lost in the mists
of time, the watchword is “Squirrels”,
so if he has not noticed a wood pigeon
because he is dozing peacefully, he can
be roused instantly with a call of
“Squirrels Big Fella!”. He has not had a
particular problem with squirrels,
although when he was young he used
to chase them in the way that he would
chase almost anything, and he does not
36

react to any other bird in the same
way. When he has been in the garden
room, I have seen him take a close
interest as a rather portly pheasant
makes its slow and deliberate way
across the lawn and there has been a
certain amount of excitement; but just
the slightest glimpse of a wood pigeon
and there is an urgent bark signifying a
desire to be let out into the garden
immediately. It is a different bark to the
approaching invaders’ bark, it is
shorter, more staccato, it is a “get me
out there now” bark.
At night, if the Big Fella needs to avail
himself of the facilities, which are, in his
case, obviously provided by the garden,
he gives a very different sort of bark. It
begins with what sounds like a polite
clearing of the throat. It is a “If you are
awake and hear this, I wonder if you
would mind coming downstairs and
letting me out into the garden” bark. If
there is no response, then there is a
slightly louder clearing of the throat
and so it goes on until someone comes
down. It never becomes loud or
persistent, it is as though he knows
that the household is slumbering and
he wishes to cause the least amount of
inconvenience to the family. I have to
say that it happens rarely, but one’s ear
must be attuned to listen for the sound
because it is surprising how quickly
one wakes up and goes down to assist.
There is a similar bark if he wishes to
go out in the day time. If he needs to
attract the attention of someone to let
him out for whatever reason it is a
polite bark, short and to the point. It is
slightly louder than the night bark,
because there is obviously more
general background noise during the
day, but it is never noisy or irritating.
The final bark is the excited bark when
something good is happening or is
about to happen. With a bit of

encouragement from younger
members of the family it might occur
when he is about to go on a walk. If he
is engaging in a mock fight with a
member of the family or in a tug of
war, when whatever is being tugged is
not in his mouth we will get the bark.
This bark is loud but short, it is a
having fun bark, or about to have fun
bark, and it tells us we have a happy
dog.
Boss An Itchen Valley resident

Itchen Valley Bookworms
Inspired by the Victorian painting
Ramsgate Sands by William Powell
Frith, author Sophia Tobin has created
an elegant psychological mystery
centred on a disparate group of
holidaymakers in 1851 Broadstairs.
Bookworms finds The Widow’s Confession
full of intrigue from the start…
This book begins with a disturbing
extract from a letter, written by
American widow Delphine Beck, to an
unknown recipient. She describes the
discovery of a dead girl washed up on
the beach with a mysterious message
scrawled in the sand beside her. Mrs
Beck, with her artist’s eye, writes: “She
lies on her back, a bright shape on dark
sand, the folds of her white gown made
translucent by the sea.” This macabre
event proves to be the catalyst for
stirring up buried emotions and secrets

from her past life: “That summer, with
its sea mists and storms, unlocked
something in me. A thing I had not
killed; just denied.”
We learn that Mrs Beck has rented a
tiny cottage by the coast with her shy
cousin, Julia Mardell. They are used to
keeping to their own company but find
they are not the only ones coming to
take the air and hide this summer.
Another visitor, middle-aged gentleman
Edmund Steele, is escaping a love affair.
He has an amateur interest in
psychology and is keeping an eye on
troubled young curate, Theo Hallam, as
a favour to a friend. Meanwhile, it’s
Theo’s visiting Aunt, Mrs Quillian, who
organises a series of excursions and
widens the group to include the rakish
painter Ralph Benedict, prim and
proper Miss Wareing and her beautiful
young niece, Alba.
The locals are suspicious of these
outsiders, even more so when more
disturbing events occur. Could anyone
in this respectable group be involved?
Mrs Beck realises she is not the only
one escaping the past and wonders
whom she can trust: “Sometimes the
innocent can still be shrouded in
shame, in accusation and guilt. And
sometimes, it is the darkest heart that
appears to be the purest, and the
purest heart that appears to be the
most corrupt.”
Tobin’s characters are well drawn and
believable and this book works on
many levels to hold the reader’s
interest. For example, the mystery
surrounding more than one girl’s
drowning bubbles away quietly in the
background as does the tension that
more malevolence lies in wait. Plus
there is the central puzzle of why Mrs
Beck and her cousin turned their backs
on their family and country. Meanwhile,
there is an atmospheric sea of
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ZUMBA
Great music
Great dancing
6.30pm Mondays & 10am Fridays
Itchen Abbas Village Hall
Anyone can do it, everyone should do it!
Friendly classes – all welcome however many left feet you
think you have!
For class details contact Sue Russell on
sue@plays-r-ussell.com
or tel 07947410394
or visit www.zumba-around-winchester.com

Can’t get the hang of
your computer?
One-to-one tuition in your
own home by qualified trainer
Gift tokens available

Call Christine for details on

01962 735359
PLUMBLINE Local
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Alresford Motor Services
New Farm Road

All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

Plumbing & Heating
Friendly, local family run business with
over 20yrs experience and a member of
CHECKATRADE.
Tel: 01962 885511
Mob: 07801 365925
on work undertaken
FOR1 year
ALLguarantee
YOUR PLUMBING
NEEDS
NO JOB TOO SMALL !
NO
JOB TOO SMALL!

Memorials
Building Stonework Restoration

BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd
Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net

CURTAINS and
AUSTRIAN BLINDS
Throw-over bed covers made up from
customer’s own material.
Headboards & dressing tables covered.
Christening gowns made to order.
Tel: Mrs Egleton 01962 779586

SMARTIES

Top quality second-hand clothes
for children aged 0-15
Please contact Andrea on
01962 779553
07743 042753

and join over 500 other Hampshire Mums at Smarties
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ITCHEN VALLEY B&B
CHILLANDHAM LANE
MARTYR WORTHY
01962 779379
bh@itchenvalleybandb.com
www.itchenvalleybandb.com

repressed emotion within the group,
particularly between Mrs Beck and
Hallam. But this is hard to decipher: is
it fear, hate or lust? Edmund Steele is
also a very wise and likeable character
whose growing feelings for another
member of the group are touchingly
portrayed: “He reasoned that his mind
had been disturbed by the discovery of
the body, and that a sudden, intense
affection was understandable, his mind
seeking solace in destabilising times.”
This book is well paced, difficult to put
down and the end was a pleasing
surprise. It’s not just a clever, wellconstructed plot but all its characters
have complex reasons for their actions,
which sets it apart from your average
historical ‘crime’ story. An impressive
second novel from this young author.
Bookworms rates it 4 out of 5

Our Wild Valley: Duke of
Burgundy Butterfly
In June 2011 a white
paper on the
environment was
published, the first in
20 years, ‘The Natural
Choice: Securing the
Value of Nature’. The
main themes were
that more
conservation was
needed at an
integrated landscape level, and
biodiversity loss was still continuing at
fast rate. One action of ‘The Natural
Choice’ white paper was that £7.5
million was put towards twelve Natural
Improvement Areas during 2011 to 2015,
one included within the South Downs
National Park, ‘South Downs Way
Ahead’. This was to reconnect and
enhance the lowland calcareous chalk
grassland in the south downs. Chalk

grassland is the defining landscape and
habitat of the South Downs but only
makes up 4% of the area of the
National Park.
One highlight from the new
partnerships between the National
Park Authority and the land managers,
conservation groups etc., has been to
increase the numbers and territory of
the Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina
butterfly. The main food plants for the
larvae are cowslip and primrose, where
it also lays its eggs in May or June, in
small batches of 8 or so. Females tend
to select plants that are prominent in
the chalk grassland vegetation, and they
prefer north-or west-facing slopes on
downland, possibly because the humid
conditions encourage lush growth of
the food plant. The males tend to be
territorial and do not move far from
their perch on nearby scrub. The
butterflies themselves feed on nectar
from hawthorn, buttercups, bugle and
tormentil. The butterfly was known as
a woodland species, as it thrived on
primroses in coppiced
woodland, but since
coppicing management
has decreased, few sites
have the delicate
balance of dappled
sunlight, lush growth of
food plants and scrubby
edge habitat. To keep
these butterflies going
there needs to be very prescribed
management to maintain a mosaic of
open grassland and scrub with tall
vegetation required for breeding and
shorter vegetation to ensure continuity
of food plant supply. One site in
Hampshire is at Crab Wood over the
south side of Sparsholt, not too far to
try and nip out for a look! I will delve
a bit more into policy and conservation
sites (with luck!) next month.
Sophie Rogers
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Jack Russell Puppies for Sale

11th Easton Wanderers - 6.30
13th 2ndXI vs Hartley Wintney III 2pm
18th Easton Wanderers - 6.30pm
20th 1stXI vs Andover II - 1pm
21st U11A vs Hedge End A - 9.30am
25th Easton Wanderers - 6.30
26th Easton U15 vs Hedge End 6pm
27th 2ndXI vs Sparsholt III - 2pm
For more information on these
matches, please visit our website
at www.emwcc.co.uk
Tracy Wickham

Local monthly information
1 bitch, 3 dogs. Born 4th May.
Mother (Treacle) is brown and white,
short haired and short legged. Father
(Pirate) is tri-coloured, long haired and
long legged Both parents have excellent
temperaments and love children, so all
bodes well for their off-spring. Ready
to go to their new homes in approx 8
weeks. Contact Georgie Krone if you
are interested on 01962 779039 or at
g.krone@btinternet.com

EMWCC Fixtures at Home
Want to
watch some
live cricket
and support
your local
teams from
Easton and
Martyr
Worthy Cricket Club? Here are all the
home fixtures for June, taking place at
the Dave Roth Ground on Chapel
Lane.
4th Easton Wanderers - 6.30pm
6th 1stXI vs Liphook & Ripley II - 1pm
7th U13 vs St.Cross A - 9.30 am
10th 1stXI vs Owslebury - 6.30pm
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Waste collections
Black bins and green bags on Friday
12th and 26th. Green bins on Friday 5th
and 19th.
Library
Visiting on Friday 5th June.
Itchen Abbas 11am Easton 11.45 am
Cameo
On Tuesday 16th June.
67 Bus operated by Stagecoach Monday
to Saturday
School term timetable operates for
the whole of June
Weekdays to Winchester:
07:55 08:30 09:25 11:25 13:25 16:25
17:25
Weekdays to Alresford:
09:18 11:18 13:18 15:18 17:11
18:08

Saturday service (same for the whole
month)
Towards Winchester:
08:25 10:05 11:25 14:25 17:25
Towards Alresford:
09:18 12:18 15:18 18:08
No Sunday service

COMPLETE
TRANSFORMATION
All types of maintenance work undertaken
Warren Taylor

07794 986256

warren.wlt@gmail.com 01962 779693
1 The Terrace, Easton, Winchester S021 1EG

Cartridge Plus+
Computer
and&Stationery
Com
puter CConsumables
onsumables
Stationery
Printers
Now
Prin
ters N
owAvailable
Available
Also
Pictures,
Frames
&&
Mounts
also
Pictu
res, F
rames
Mounts
3 Stockbridge Road, Winchester
tockbrid
ge RoFax
ad, 01962
Winchester
Tel3 S
01962
877992
877976
Tel: 01962 877992 Fax: 01962 877976
Email:
keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
Email: keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
wwww.cartridge-plus.co,uk
ww.cartridge-plus.co.uk

Clarity Computer
Solutions
Computers, broadband, wireless, networks.
PC & Mac
01962 734750 07808 480344
philip@claritycomputing.co.uk

www.claritycomputersolutions.co.uk

Tom Fisher
Tree Care
A professional local service
Specialist in tree care
Hedge trimming Stump grinding
Garden reclamation
Fully qualified and insured
01962 861891
07725 835715

Hypnotherapy at Studio49
26 The Dean Alresford SO24 9AZ
Stress, anxiety, unwanted habits, relaxation,
Call NOW to book your FREE initial consultation and discover
how Hypnotherapy could HELP YOU

01962 738683 or 07724 010244
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Keylink SAS Ltd
Mercedes, BMW,
Porsche and VAG
servicing & repairs
specialist.
(All other makes too).
Competitive rates, full diagnostics,
MOTs arranged.
Air conditioning service and
repair.
Free collection, delivery or
courtesy car.
www.keylinksas.co.uk
info@keylinksas.co.uk
01256 397150
Unit 15/16 The Calvert Centre
Woodmancott Winchester, SO21 3BN
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High Quality
- Dressmaking
- Restyling
- Alterations
- Repairs

Traditionally made
- Bespoke curtains
- Blinds
- Cushions
- Curtain tracks
& poles
- Fabrics

Call or email us today

2014 UK Garden Machinery

Dealer of the Year

www.georgecanngardenmachinery.co.uk

Blinds & Awnings

Your local self-storage facility





Convenient Location
 Full Range of Unit Sizes
Easy Access
 Commercial and Private Use
Unloading Under Cover
 Short or Long Term
Friendly Staff
 Competitive rates
Contact us for Information and Advice
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