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WELCOME to the valley news
As I write the sun is shining and I am
kicking myself for taking on a task that
keeps me indoors on such a day. By the
time you read this, March may be
providing snow and hail, such are the
joys of English weather. February has
been a relatively quiet month in the
Valley, with only five events reviewed
in the ‘What has happened’ section, but
there are plenty in the ‘What’s On’
section, both for March and for later in
the year. Spare a thought for those
who work so hard to organize these
events for us and do book early so that
they can plan ahead with confidence and also so that you can be sure of
getting in. The recent MW Lecture was
a sell-out with a waiting list and the
Cathedral Girls Choir concert was
very nearly a full house in spite of the
truly horrible weather that evening oh dear, why do the English talk about
the weather the whole time? On the
subject of the weather the editorial
team would like to give a special vote
of thanks to all the people who deliver
your magazines to you; they deserve
thanks all year round, but perhaps
especially now.
We also thank all our contributors.
There were several interesting articles
that regrettably had to be left out, a
much nicer situation for the editor
than having to search for ’fillers’. Maybe
we need more pages! Among those
that did not make it was the Alresford
Surgery newsletter, this is also printed
in the Alresford Forum so did not
seem to be a priority, but please do let
us know if you feel that it should be. I
think we are so lucky to have an
National Health Service, free to use,
even if it is not perfect (what is?) that I
feel almost guilty at leaving out their

newsletter!
The whole of March is in Lent so some
of us will be abstaining from something,
and/or, as recommended more often
these days, taking up something
worthwhile. The Lent Lunches on
Fridays (p8) and the Lent course on
Tuesdays (p23) offer opportunities to
widen our acquaintance and our minds.
Easter is very early in April so the
church services are included in this
edition of the News. By then spring will
be well and truly here, a matter of huge
joy to most of us, especially the
gardeners.
Itchen Insight this month features
someone who has lived in the Valley
since the early 1930s, although not all
the time since then. Who is our
longest continual resident? Please let us
know if you think you might qualify!
Next month’s editor is Tony Gaster
Best wishes Charlotte Appleby
Itchen Valley News
Editor
Vernon Tottle
Sub Editors
Charlotte Appleby, Verity
Coleman, Tony Gaster, Fiona
McIntosh, Lucy Wolfe,
Advertising
Sue Hitchen
Sophie Jackson
Distribution
Mima White
Jane Chichester
Treasurer
Andrew Kennedy
For editorial enquiries, please email:
itchenvalleynews@gmail.com
For advertising enquiries, please email:
itchenvalleyadvertising@gmail.com
Postal address: Itchen Valley News, Hazeldene,
Northington Road, Itchen Abbas, SO21 1BE

Please send all contributions for April 2015 by the
15th of March. All material is published in good faith
and the Valley News cannot be held responsible for
any information given or views expressed; neither
can it be liable for any loss arising from the use of any
information or advertisements contained herein. The
Editorial Team reserves the right to refuse or amend
articles or advertisements submitted for publication.
Cover photo - Charlotte Appleby. Other
photography credits: Verity Coleman many others

3

What’s On
WI meeting - 5 March
7.15 at Easton Village Hall. At the March
meeting, Mike Cox will be telling us
about historical facts from around the
Itchen Valley. See also page 10.
Bridge Tea - 11 March
On Wednesday, March 11 a bridge tea
will be held at Dymoke House, Church
Lane, Easton to raise money for the
Itchen Valley churches. For more
details and an entry form please email
jmoa@timicomail.co.uk or ring
07748-776-433.
J Anderson

St. Mary's, Avington: Annual District
Church Meeting (ADCM)
This will be held on Thursday 12
March 6pm at Avington Park, courtesy
of Sarah and Charlie Bullen.
Sarah Shirley
Litter Picking Saturday - 14 March
The Parish
Council would
like to report
that it is
intending to
have the annual
litter pick along
village lanes and B3047 on 14 March at
10.00am. This usually takes a couple
of hours or so but the more the
merrier and many hands make light
work, so please join us if you can.
Easton residents please meet at the
Cricketers, Martyr Worthy at Couch
Green playing field and Itchen Abbas
residents at the IAAVN village hall.
Please wear reflective/bright clothing
and bring gloves; bin bags will be
provided. Further details from Paul
Moffatt 07860 107175
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A Taste of Latin in Itchen Abbas
Saturday 14 March 7.30pm
No GCSE
needed but
bring your
dancing shoes to
Itchen Abbas & Avington village hall on
Saturday 14 March for an evening of
song and dance from the five piece
band Sonrisa. Its show “A Taste of
Latin” has a unique blend of original and
traditional songs with dancing
opportunities for the audience.
Including a Latin American themed
meal, tickets are £15 for adults
(accompanied children come free) and
are available from me on 779611 or
vernontottle@gmail.com
Vernon Tottle
St. Mary's, Easton: Annual District
Church Meeting (ADCM)
Sunday 15 March (Mothering Sunday)
after the 10 am service at St Mary's
(approx. 11.15am)
The meeting for the whole parish, the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, will
follow on 23 April at Avington Park but
this short meeting in Easton is
important and deals with the issues
regarding St Mary's specifically.
Please come!
Your church wardens, Anna and Sara
CAMEO - Tuesday 17 March
For anyone over 65 - Come And Meet
Each Other at St John’s Itchen Abbas
for a short service and a delicious
friendly lunch. This month we will be
celebrating Easter (yes it is a bit early,
but CAMEO is always the third
Tuesday of the month so this year it
has to be either early or late!). Contact
me on 779 162 for more information
or to let us know that you would like
to come.
Lavinia Owen
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Charity Dog Walk For Home-Start
Thursday 19 March, 2015
Two guided walks of different lengths
(¾ hour and 1½ hours) walking along
the Wayfarer’s Walk and through the
6

Dutton Estate. Both walks leave at
10.45am prompt, whatever the
weather. Donation £10 per walker
(includes soup and a ploughman’s
lunch). Non-dog walkers welcome
10.30am Kilmeston Village Hall, SO24

0NR (Follow Home-Start signs for
parking). Book with Sue Barham, Home
-Start Winchester & Districts, Lanterns
Children Centre, Bereweeke Road,
Winchester SO22 6AJ. Call 01962
851177 or email info@homestartwinchester.org.uk
Coffee Morning - Friday 20 March
At Steeple Cottage, Easton to organise
the Flower Rota for Easton church at
10.00 a.m. See page 15 for details.
Penelope Kellie
Friends of Itchen Abbas School Quiz
Friday 20 March,
8pm in Itchen Abbas Village Hall. See
article on P29 and advert opposite.
Easton & Martyr Worthy Safari
Supper – Saturday 21 March 2015
A reminder that the final date for
applications to be received is Friday 13
March. Please use the application form
enclosed with February’s News or
contact one of the organisers for
further information or another
application form.
Terry and Anna McGowan 779350
Hilary Castle 779572
Exhibition of Contemporary British
Art, 21/22 March
This is being held at Avington Park,
over the weekend. See article on P39
ADCM St Swithun's, Martyr Worthy
Sunday 22 March
This will take place following the 10am
service on Sunday March 22nd

Rotary Quiz evening
Friday 27 March
The annual Rotary Club of Alresford
Quiz Night takes place on Friday 27th
March in Itchen Abbas & Avington
village hall starting at 7.30. Eight

rounds of fascinating and challenging
questions, a hot supper and a cash bar.
Tables are available for teams of up to
six people at £10 a head – please call
me on 01962 738788.
James Pinniger
Spring Churchyard Tidy Up - St Mary's
Easton
Saturday 28 March 9 - 12 a.m.
There will be a tidying up of the
churchyard including weeding the gulley
around the church, clearing moss and
ivy from the old grave stones and
general clearing of all green stuff which
is growing in the wrong place. To
include coffee and homemade cake for
all who come to help. If you can spare
any time at all please join me with
gloves and tools if you have them, so
hopefully we can make it all look a bit
smarter as well as helping to protect
the fabric of the building and features in
the grounds. If it is really pouring with
rain, work will need to be delayed, so
please ring me early that day or see me
at the church at 9am to check. Any
questions, do not hesitate to give me a
ring. Thank you!
Alison Canfor 779211
Mozart Masterpieces - Saturday 28
March 7.30pm
Winchester Music Club’s spring
concert will be its first to be held in the
magnificently restored New Hall,
Winchester College. Conductor
Nicholas Wilks.
The Mozart double bill presents two of
his masterpieces. The Mass in C Minor,
composed in 1738, is set on a grand
scale, with double chorus and a large
orchestra. There are passages both of
grand solemnity and of delicate
lyricism, with the clear influence of
Haydn showing in passages where
soloists and choir alternate. The
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promising young Soprano soloists are
Mary Bevan, who has sung with the
English National Opera and the Royal
Opera House (ROH) and Kitty
Whately, a holder of the BBC New
Generation Artists Award. Daniel
Auchincloss (Tenor) has sung with the
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment
and in St John’s Smith Square. He has a
growing reputation in Europe. Bass
Božidar Smiljanić has sung at
Glyndebourne and is becoming
increasingly recognised for his Bach
interpretations.
The Sinfonia Concertante dates from
1779 and combines the form of both
symphony and concerto. Mozart played
both violin and viola; demonstrated
very clearly in the spirited, and sublime,
writing for both instruments. Brian
Howells (violin) studied at the Royal
College of Music and was with the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
and Sinfonietta for many years. Dale
Chambers (viola) was also at the Royal
College of Music and has played with
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and
in the orchestra of the ROH.
How to buy tickets: Main Hall: £20
each or £10 for full-time students under
25, Balcony: £15 each or £7.50 for fulltime students under 25
On sale now online at http://
www.winchestermusicclub.org.uk/buytickets/ or from Winchester Cathedral
Box Office: telephone 01962 857275
or on the door. Rosaleen Little
rd

Faure Requiem Friday 3 April
A performance of this beautiful work
will take place on Good Friday (April
3rd) at St Mary’s, Easton starting at
6pm. Taking part will be the parish
choir and friends, and John Dover will
be our organist. In addition to the
Faure we plan also to perform music by
Mozart and Stainer. We hope to see as
8

many of you at this free event as can
make it and there will be a retiring
collection afterwards.
David Truslove
Itchen Valley APCM 23rd April
This will be held at Avington Park by
kind invitation of Charlie and Sarah
Bullen. Further details to follow.
Charlotte Appleby PCC sec
Lent Lunches Fridays 6th, 13th, 20th
and 27th March
You are invited to join soup lunches in
the Itchen Valley during Lent from 20
February, 12 noon to 2 pm. The
Charity being supported is Winchester
GoLD (formerly Winchester & District
Mencap). All are welcome!

6th March: Annie Muir, Itchen Lodge,
Itchen Abbas 779326
13th March: Lucy Collis Demelza
Easton 779598
20th March: Sarah Cross Newlands
Acre Itchen Abbas 779186
27th March: Gill Graham-Maw,
Avington Lodge, Avington 779275

What has been on
Here Come the Girls
There is something uniquely touching
and uplifting about hearing talented
young people sing. A concert given by
the Girl Choristers of Winchester
Cathedral on 13 February at St John
the Baptist, Itchen Abbas certainly
reinforced this view. Under the
direction of George Castle, the acting
Director of Music at Winchester and
accompanied by the Cathedral organ

scholar Timothy Parsons, the choir
gave an enthusiastic audience a
delightful evening of first class choral
singing.
The girls’ choir was founded in 1998
and has been winning admirers ever
since, singing regularly at major church
services and festivals. This is their third
visit to the Itchen Valley. Last
September, they appeared at a BBC
Prom in a performance of Bach’s St
Matthew Passion with the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by
Sir Simon Rattle. Just how do you
follow that?
The programme was a mixture of short
sacred and liturgical pieces - many of
them infrequently performed - by some
of the world’s most celebrated choral
composers; the surprisingly tuneful
Messe Basse by Faure being one
example. In several pieces the choir
showed their versatility by taking turns
in solos and smaller ensemble singing,
one member also offering a Bach oboe
accompaniment. Purcell’s Evening Hymn
was beautifully paced whilst Kenneth
Leighton’s O Sacrum Convivium allowed
the choir to demonstrate their dynamic
intensity.
A personal highlight was Pierre
Villette’s Salutation Angelique. The
Director’s introduction suggested that
the piece was a mixture of church and
lounge music, evoking both whiffs of
incense and a good cigar. And in just
three minutes the choir offered us, in
turns, soaring high notes and quiet
contemplation.
Timothy Parsons enchanted us with an
intricately beautiful organ rendition of
Chanson de Matin, emphasising the
aching poignancy and nostalgia of
Elgar’s music.
With a nod to Valentine’s Day, the
choir closed the concert with Jerome
Kern’s Just the Way You Look Tonight,

gorgeously arranged by Malcolm
Archer. Judging by the smiles on their
faces, the girls seemed to enjoy this
slice of the Great American Songbook
enormously. And so did we, with
thanks also to Alresford Salads who
generously sponsored the event and to
Nick and Lavinia Owen who organised.
Stephen Percy
STOP PRESS: The concert raised £2,000, to
be shared between the choir and the parish.
The Hidden Manor Houses of England
Now in its second season, the Martyr
Worthy Lecture Series has already
established a reputation for talks of a
very high standard in seeking to raise
funds for the four churches of the
Itchen Valley. The most recent “The
Jewels in the Crown: The Hidden
Manor Houses of England” was no
exception. Delivered by Dr John
Davies, a retired Winchester GP, to a
full house at Itchen Abbas and Avington
Village Hall on 31 January, it was a very
popular event.
Beautifully illustrated, and making the
most of modern technology to enhance
the presentation, it was superbly
delivered and succeeded in both
entertaining and informing the audience
about how the manor house evolved
through the centuries. Using examples
of buildings set in several parts of the
country, John’s passion for architecture
was very evident. Master of his subject
and without the use of notes, he
9

described how the manor house has
played such an important part in the
social fabric of England. The audience
was absorbed and many of those
present derived additional pleasure by
trying to recognise some of the
buildings before their identities were
revealed. The applause at the end
spoke volumes and, together with the
wine and canapés which preceded the
event, it was undoubtedly a very
successful and enjoyable evening.
John Lang

W.I. Centenary Year

The Women’s Institute was founded in
1897 at Stoney Creeek, Ontario by
Adelaide Hunter Hoodless, an
educational reformer, and the first
Institute in England was formed in
Anglesey in 1915 to encourage women
to become more involved in producing
food during WW1.
To celebrate this anniversary, a
specially designed Baton was launched
in Angelsey in January 2014 to travel
across England and Wales to every
Federation. It arrived in Hampshire on
13th January. Ten members from
Easton WI joined the Alresford Group
at Arlebury Park to welcome the Baton
Relay which arrived in a vintage AA van
with the latest AA vehicle following in
convoy. The afternoon was organized
by Swarratton and Northington WI,
the hall was festooned with balloons
and bunting in WI colours, and a
delicious tea was enjoyed by all. Group
Chair, Gill Graham Maw, welcomed us
all to the celebration and Perins School
10

Choral Group ‘Acabella’ sang a
wonderful selection of songs from the
era, which everyone enjoyed. The
Baton was handed on to a group of
‘Hippies’ from Bishops Waltham who
departed in a 1960’s camper van. Many
different forms of transport were used
to carry the Baton around the County
including a Harley Davidson, a horse
box, and a pony & trap. In Portsmouth
the handover to the next Group took
place on HMS Victory.
The WI has become the largest
voluntary women’s organization in the
UK, with 212,355 members, enabling
women to develop new skills and give
them opportunities to campaign on
issues that matter to them and their
communities.
New members and visitors are always
welcome and Easton WI meetings are
held on the first Thursday of each
month 7.15 at Easton Village Hall. At
our March meeting Mike Cox will be
telling us about historical facts from
around the Itchen Valley. Hope to see
you there.
Sallie Peake
Grandfather's footsteps - a WI talk
Have you ever read a travel book, and
thought how wonderful it would be to
follow your guide? Well Liz Barron
OBE did just that! She was able to
recreate a train journey undertaken by
her own grandfather exactly 100 years
ago.
In 1913 her grandfather accepted a job
as a City Surveyor in Shanghai. To get
there he set off on a 3 week train
journey all the way from Barry South
Wales to Shanghai.
Liz had 26 sheets of his diary and was
able to follow his route, which included
cities such as Cologne, Berlin and
Warsaw, in all of which she and her
husband stopped over (unlike grandpa).
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The longest
section was
the 4 days
and nights
spent
crossing
Belarus on
the TransSiberian
Railway to
Harbin on
the Chinese
– Russian
border.
Grandpa did
not have to
suffer the
19 hour wait to cross. All the way
along she was able to compare some of
his photographs to what she saw out of
the window. Travelling past Lake Bikal
she could see the original tracks had
been built much closer to the water.
On finally reaching Shanghai, she was
thrilled to see the Palace Hotel where
her Grandpa had had his wedding
reception! It was beautifully restored
and still there on the Shanghai Bund.
And it all started at Barry railway
station, with the words “Two singles
to Shanghai, please”
Sarah Robinson
Revd Robert Wright – right or wrong?
His name appears on the plaque inside
Itchen Abbas church listing the rectors
of the parish. But what stories there
are behind that simple etching! At a
recent talk given by David Taylor to
the Worthys Local History Group, the
surprising life of this Georgian

gentleman was described in detail.
In 1802 Robert’s father, a land owner
in Worcestershire, purchased the
avowson of Itchen Abbas for his 30
year old son for the sum of £3,850.
This equates to around £165,000 now
and shows how sought after the
position actually was. The rector
received all the rents from church
owned land around the village as well
as the right to live in the rectory (then
in Rectory Lane – and currently
undergoing building work). Not
content with just one parish, he
subsequently obtained the livings at
Ovington, Southwick and Boarhunt in
Hampshire and Steeple Barton in
Oxfordshire. With the fastest
transport being a horse, visiting all the
souls in his care would have been
difficult.
His other main
interest was the
unpaid job of a
County Magistrate.
His actions in this
capacity were
however often to the
detriment of those
living in his parishes,
especially the poorer
sections of the
community. He achieved a reduction
in the amounts payable to local paupers
and played a significant role in the
agricultural riots of 1830. As a result
of evidence he gave, one rioter was
hanged and another sentenced to 14
years transportation.
However, the incident that earned him
most fame was that of John Hughes,
the horse thief who lies buried in
Itchen Abbas churchyard. There are
many stories surrounding this man but
it is unclear why Robert Wright
arranged for him to be buried there. It
does however cast him as a friend of
13

OCEAN GUTTERING SERVICES
AND ROOFING
Gutter Maintenance and Repair
Roofing Repair
New Felt Roofing
Lead Roofing
80 High Street, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 9AT
PHONE:
01962
885928
Tel. 01962
779690
www.guttering.uk.com
www.ocean-roofing.co.uk

AVAILABLE TO HIRE:
The STUDIO AND/OR
Consulting Room
@ hourly rates
Central Alresford with Car
Parking
www.thestudioalresford.com
TEL: 07771 522665 /
07734 425430

Sally Hogg
Pilates @ the Studio
26a,The Dean, Alresford

Small class numbers and individual
support –
For further details:
call/text Sally Hogg on
07771 522665
sallyhogg@btinternet.com
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PETER G FISHER
GAS SAFE registered 219242

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Engineer
33 Victoria Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7FY

Phone 02380 600834
Mobile 07860 401304
Credit and debit cards accepted

the poor, in direct contrast to his
actions as magistrate.
It is hoped that one day David Taylor
will retell the detailed Revd. Robert
Wright’s story in the church where his
name stands forever.
Vernon Tottle

Silver Hill Reflections
From the other side of the world I’ve
been bemused by the recent news on
this project. When I came to
Winchester in 1979, it was a place you
could get to and park without too
many problems. It soon struck me that
the city centered on its ancient
buildings: the cathedral and the college
and many other historic churches. It
was also obvious over decades that the
design of public buildings left much to
be desired: the police HQ perhaps the
worst example but also what about the
Wessex Hotel monstrosity. and the
through route of St Georges Street
hardly does credit to a medieval city.
More recently the building of the
Brooks Centre, this time not public
money, has proved we don’t need
more shops.
Those of us who live in villages are
almost forced to travel by car, so don’t
we naturally migrate to shop where we
can park? It seems curious that our
elected representatives don’t
understand this.
So now Silver Hill, which appears
stopped in its tracks yet pushed by
those in authority who seem not to
understand the needs of the
community. We can’t blame the
developer; his sole motivation is profit.
I don’t pretend to understand all the
details but it seems to me one
fundamental need for people is housing
and that should not always have to be
on green fields. It seems such a shame
that Winchester, a city so full of
history, should not be in better hands.

We are indeed fortunate living in the
Valley but it shows we too need to be
vigilant!
Tony Gaster

Flower Arranging – St Mary’s
Church, Easton
Lent is almost upon us and it is amazing
that we are already thinking about the
Flower Rota for 2015/2016. .
A very big thank you to all my team of
flower arrangers for your help over the
last year – we really do manage to keep
up our good standard of flower
arranging and we receive a lot of
favourable
comments. I do so
hope that everyone
on the present rota
will be willing to do
another year.
I would really
welcome some
newcomers to the
rota, so please let me know if you are
willing to join our “team” - the more
the merrier – it does not matter if you
cannot arrange flowers, as there are
always people willing to help. I am also
hoping to arrange a Flower
Demonstration Day for everyone. –
date to be advised.
I shall be having my annual Coffee
Morning at 10.00 a.m. on Friday 20th
March at Steeple Cottage, Easton to
organise the Flower Rota for
2015/2016 and do hope that as many
people as possible can come along. Do
please bring your children – there are
plenty of toys in the toy cupboard!!.
Perhaps you can you let me know if
you can come on 20th March by
telephoning me on 779317 in order
that I have enough coffee and biscuits
available.
Looking forward to hearing from you
Penelope Kellie
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From behind the pillar
I’ve seen a lot of the world in my life,
most of it not through choice but for
business. Furthermore I did not choose
my customers; it was my task to open
markets and seek new business. Now
that’s all in the past and I get to go
where I want when I want. Hence I’m
writing this not far from a warm beach.
In 60 years there has been a huge
change in travel. I can just about
remember the time when my
grandparents crossed the Atlantic by
sea to visit family in USA. Now the
world is a smaller place and events
which happen far away can have
consequences near at home. We can’t
any longer be isolated or indeed
insulated.
And these days, nobody travels without
means of communication. We all want
to stay in touch with the office, with
family, with events. Indeed today on my
Thai beach half the people are using
smart phones. It has been said another
world war could only start when CNN
reporters are in place.
Like many of my generation, I’ve
engaged in electronic communications
and computing as a necessity but only
so far. I still like to read books but
much more importantly I like to have
conversation. Maybe it’s because of my
background in sales. I don’t feel nearly
as comfortable with emails and texts.
I’m writing this because I am a man of
faith and in ministry. We are now in
the season of Lent and, for Christians,
this is a time to study and deepen our
faith. Equally it’s a time to engage with
others, those who are not sure or even
those who are opposed. We are
following a course of study called
“Contemplative Action” and it’s based
around the rule of St. Benedict. It’s part
of our diocesan project called “Living
16

the mission of Jesus”.
None of us finds that
easy.
Now I am always
interested in the
views of others
about faith. In my
travels, I try hard to
converse with people. As I most often
travel on my own, I bump into people
of different faiths and none in unusual
places and am always willing to start a
conversation. Sadly, I think modern
electronics are starting to diminish this
activity but I am very clear that you
can’t have a proper discussion by text
or email. I’m also a believer in body
language. When you talk to someone
you can see how they react. How often
have we sent a text or email which has
conveyed the wrong sentiment?
The church has recognised at last that
it needs to compete in our world for
attention. It needs to engage with
people in ordinary language which is
relevant to their lives. Living the
mission of Jesus is not easy yet it has
rewards. It is the Christian people in
our community who have set up
organisations to help the weak and
most vulnerable, those with greatest
need. There is always more to be done.
Lent used to be a time for giving up
something but today I prefer to see this
as a positive and to give something
more. Maybe this is also a time when
you might take a risk and come and
join us for one of our Tuesday
discussions. We learn by sharing our
views and ideas. Some of these can be
radical and exciting.
I look forward to the day when I stop
preaching in church but rather give
some ideas and interpretations which
are then open for debate. We can
learn and understand from good
debate. We won’t always agree. Jesus

NEW FARM MOTOR
SERVICES LTD
New Farm Road, Alresford SO24 9QE

01962 732338

FREE COLLECTION
COURTESY CARS

MOT Testing Centre
Class 7 Vans from 3000 - 3500 kg
Class 4 Cars and Vans up to 3000 kg
All makes cars and vans serviced and repaired
Horseboxes, lorries and campers up to 7500 kg serviced
and prepared for plating tests.

L.P.G.A. Approved
Autogas conversions
www.amsautogas.com
CERTIFICATED ENGINEERS
RECOVERY AVAILABLE

PRESTIGE
CARS
of
ALRESFORD
Private
Available
For
Private
HireHire
Available
For Airports,
Airports
– Theatres
–
Cruise
Terminals
and Train Stations
Restaurants
Any Journey Undertaken
Any Journey Undertaken
0196201962
865602
732111
Mobile0775207734
699332
570787

www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
kevin.mitchell202@btinternet.com
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4 0 a W e s t Str e e t, A lr es f o r d
Te l: 0 1 9 6 2 7 3 2 2 0 0
w w w .d b a r k e r a nd s o n .c o .u k
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found people who disagreed with him
yet his message was consistently
about love and care. Some of us are
difficult to love but we do all need
some.
Tony Gaster.
PS My favourite word is
sesquipedalian and it’s longer than
you might think.

Church Matters
Ministry Team

Curate
Rev Alex Pease
793063
alex@manorfarmkilmeston.com
Curate
Rev Rebecca Fardell
809264
rebecca.itchenvalley@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Minister
Mr Tony Gaster
779110
tonygaster@btinternet.com
Licensed Lay Minister
Mr Gerry Stacey
620263
gstacey@easynet.co.uk
Area Dean
Rev Canon Phil Collins 732105
rector@stjohnsalresford.org.uk

From our MP
There are many rewarding things
about the work of an MP (and many
challenging things as well!) but one
aspect I enjoy above all else is the
sheer variety and, in a constituency
such as mine, the weird and
wonderful ideas that come my way.
One such idea popped up during my
most recent Summer Tour surgery in
the foyer of Sainsbury’s at Badger
Farm. Karen Sprunt is a local teacher
and she devised a brilliant tool, the
Flipp Flopp, to help children master
their times-tables. Flipp Flopps are
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self-marking booklets designed to help
young people with their numbers and
the deal with Karen was, if it can get
my little Emily to focus on her maths
I’d help her tell the world. She did and I
am, for no other reason than I’ve seen
it work. You can see more about this,
find the website and listen to its
creator talk about its value via
www.stevebrine.com/flippflopp .[Photo
opposite - Ed].
As I look back over the last five years
as your MP, it’s remarkable how many
ideas and innovations have come my
way courtesy of constituents or people
I’ve met through Parliament. You all
know of my work in the field of breast
cancer as Chair of the All-Party
Group in Westminster and it was by
that route I got to know a charity
known as The Haven. Over half a
million people in the UK are now living
with breast cancer and this figure is
expected to double by 2030.
The Haven gives great relief to breast
cancer patients and their families in just
making women feel human again after
the fight of their lives. The really
exciting news is that The Haven in
Wessex is coming and it will be in
Tichfield near Fareham later this year.
You can find out more via
www.stevebrine.com/breastcancer and
help us make Wessex a reality via
www.thehaven.org.uk or by supporting
SNAPBREAST.[See photo opposite of
Steve with Pam Healey at The Haven in
Wessex - Ed]
Closer to home and the end of
February saw my annual chance to
address much of the business
community in Winchester via the
Chamber Winter Breakfast. It’s a
chance for me touch on many local
issues; including our recent transport
improvements (on road and rail), Silver
Hill and the Station Approach
redevelopment but also to consider

where we are in the national scene. I
am proud there is now a record
number of people in work in our
country but the overall jobless count
in this area has fallen by 68% since
2010. It’s down 46% among the over50’s and an impressive 79% among 1824 year-olds.
Finally, I’ve been liaising closely with
Henry Labram at Itchen Valley
Parish Council again of late about
superfast broadband and mobile
phone coverage. Vodafone’s Rural
Open Sure Signal system looks
promising for our phone signal; top

marks to the PC for putting in a bid I
was pleased to support. As for
broadband, we know it will be available
for those connected to the new BT
roadside cabinet in Itchen Abbas this
month but most other properties in
the Itchen Valley will be upgraded in
wave two of the programme which is
being partly funded by us in
Government and Hampshire County
Council. That kicks in at the start of
2016 and I will be lobbying (for as long
as I am able) to see we’re among the
first to be done.
I know how important this is; property
values are harmed by lack of good
broadband and inadequate supply
impacts on the general quality of life,
especially those needing to study or
run a business and I won’t let it drop.
You can find out more at www.
hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com
You can catch-up on all of my work
locally and in Westminster via
www.stevebrine.com or by calling
01962 791110.
Steve Brine MP
Winchester &The Itchen Valley

Re-ordering at Martyr
Worthy Church
As you probably know, the Parish of
the Itchen Valley comprises four
churches, of which St Swithun’s Martyr
Worthy is one. The church dates
substantially from the 12th century, with
considerable additions in the 19th
century.
The church has thus been a feature of
the village for many centuries, and is
still very much a point of focus at the
heart of the village now. In 2011 the
committee which looks after the
church (DCC) started the long process
of carrying out a 21st century update,
to include increasing the capacity and
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It is a place of tranquillity and peace,
and there is always the option to light a
candle to give focus to your thoughts.
Verity Coleman
Chairman, St Swithun’s Martyr Worthy DCC
Before moving the font

flexibility of seating, plus kitchen
facilities and improved disabled access.
Our aim was to modernise and simplify
without compromising the church’s
traditional atmosphere.
The re-ordering work has now been
completed, and the church is looking
serene and uncluttered, with space to
accommodate about 150 people. The
traditional pews have been retained at
the front of
the church
After the move
and the font
has been
moved
forward,
which gives
the
congregation
a better view
at baptisms.
The back of
the church is
now open,
the better to
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accommodate all sorts of different uses
(such as the Messy Church for
children) or extra seating. The church
has new flooring and heating, and
modern lighting and sound systems
have been installed.
Do pause when you are wandering
down to the river or walking the dog.

The Practical Gardener
Being a member of the Valley
Gardeners, I have ample opportunity to
see other gardens. Many are on a scale
I can’t approach but there are always
opportunities to learn something new.
For me, gardening is about exchanging
ideas, things that work and those that
don’t. I try in my articles to reflect this
because I’m no expert but I do try.
My vegetable garden has to be
productive and economic. It has to be
workable for me and most of all easily
achieved. I plan my plot on a 5 year
cycle: roots, brassicas, onions, potatoes
and other. The problem is some crops
need a very long time in growth
whereas others are pretty quick.
I get over some of these issues by
double cropping but I’m convinced that
only works if the soil is in a good state
so I feed and compost.
Now is the time to buy chemical
fertilisers and I find Scats big bags
excellent value. All plants need NPK
and for my money Growmore is a
really good choice but I found
something similar at a much lower
cost. [Cont’d P25]

Tony’s location at the time of writing

Accommodation
Good food
Cask Ales
Fine Wines
Private Parties
Tel: 01962 779191
info@theploughitchenabbas.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING WITH NO VAT!!!
*Carpet and rug cleaning
*Upholstery cleaning

01962 733602

*Protective treatments

07799 403867

*Leather furniture cleaning

www.martinturvey.co.uk

We can repair unsightly and annoying damage to
your vehicle at a reasonable cost ~ including:
Small to medium dents and scuffs
Collision damage ~ Alloy wheels refurbished
Curbed allow wheels ~ Coded bumpers
Contact: Ray Bradbear Tel: 01962 779828
Mobile: 07950 216856 Email: raybradbear@gmail.com
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What’s On in the Village Halls
Itchen Abbas & Avington
Bookings: Jenny Sloan 07969 113630
Village Hall tel no 01962 791021
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk
Weekly bookings: MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
Montessori 8.30am-1pm, Mon to 3pm
MON: Cleaning: 7-9am, School 12.45pm, Zumba 6.30-7.30pm
TUE: Pilates 9-10am, Rugby Tots 1012.10, Short Mat Bowls 6-8pm, Chi
Gong 8-9.15pm
WED: Cleaning 7-9am,Yoga 9-10am,
Playgroup 10-12, School PE 1-2.15pm,
Short tennis 2.30-4.30pm, Yoga 6.307.30pm, Choral Society 7.30-9.30pm
THUR: School 1-2pm, Badminton 7.30
-9.30pm;
FRI: Cleaning 7-9am, Zumba 1011.45am, Cleaning 1-3pm, School 12.45pm
SAT: Private use 8.45-9:45am
SUN: Cleaning 2-5pm
Other bookings
Sun 1st: Musical box society meeting
10am-4pm
Mon 2nd: Badminton 7.30-9.30pm
Tues 3rd Hants Beekeepers 7-9pm
Thurs 5th: Hants Farmers AGM 411pm
Sat 7th: Auction 9am-6pm
Sun 8th: The Ark Sunday School 912noon
Tues 10th: Valley Gardeners 1.154.45pm, Winchester Beekeepers 7.30 –
9.30pm
Fri 13th: Hants Growmore Quiz 6.3010.30pm
Sat 14th: Sonrisa Music 12noon-11pm
Tues 17th: Village Hall Committee
Meeting 7.30-8.30pm
Thurs 19th: Friends of Alresford
Cancer 1.30-5pm, 8am-7pm, Parish
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Council Planning Meeting 7pm-9pm
Fri 20th: Friends of IA School Quiz
6-10pm
Sat 21st: Beekeeping for Beginners 9am
-5pm
Sun 22nd: Lunch Party 9am-6pm
Tues 24th: NADFAS + Committee
meeting 12.30-6pm
Thurs 26th: School Disco 4.30-7.30pm
Fri 27th: Rotary Quiz 4.45-11.45pm
Sat 28th: Canine Nutrition workshop
8am-6pm
Sun 29th: Children’s parties 10.305.30pm
Easton
Bookings: Ina Williams 01962 779465
evh.booking@googlemail.com
Weekly bookings
MON: Authentic Pilates 9-10am, 6.307.30pm TUE: Pilates with Emily 9.3010.30am and 11-12 noon (last 24th);
Sally Stanyard School of Dance &
Drama 5.15-7.15pm WED: Moo Music
(clubroom) 9.45-11.15am
THUR: Pilates with Emily 8.30-9.30am
FRI: Authentic Pilates with Judy 9-10am
(last 20th); Mothers & Toddlers 1012am; Sally Stanyard Class 4-6.30pm
SAT: 4th State Yoga class 9.30-10.30
Other bookings
Sun 1st: NCT class W1100 10.30-12.30
Mon 2nd: CPRE meeting 1-5pm
Weds 4th: NCT class 7.30-9.30pm
Sat 7th: Children’s party 10.45-2.45pm
Sun 8th: NCT class C1110 9.30-1.30pm
Mon 9th: Bridge Club 10-1pm
Wed 11th: NCT class 7.30-9.30pm
Thurs12th: WI meeting (clubroom)710pm
Sun 15th: Children’s party 9-2pm
Weds 18th: NCT class 7.30-9.30pm

Sat 21st: NCT Class C1117 2-5pm
Sun 22nd: Children’s party 11-3pm
Sun 29th: NCT class 10.30-2.30pm

Martyr Worthy
Bookings: Lucinda Ffennell 779701
Weekly bookings:
MON – FRI Riverbank School 9am1pm; MON & WED 9am-3pm
THUR: Whist drive 7-9.30pm (except

5th)
Other bookings:
Wed 4th: Whist drive 7pm
Thurs 5th: Parish Council meeting 7pm
Sun 8th: Children’s party 2pm
Sat 21st: Children’s party 10am
Sun 22nd:The Ark Sunday School
9.30am, Children’s party 12.30pm

Itchen Valley Church Services
1st March

8am
BCP Holy Communion Avington
10am
Family service
Itchen Abbas
11am
Matins
Martyr Worthy
6pm
Healing & Wholeness
Itchen Abbas
8th March
8am
BCP Holy Communion Easton
10am
Parish Communion
Itchen Abbas
6pm
Evensong
Martyr Worthy
15th March
8am
BCP Holy Communion Martyr Worthy
10am
Parish Communion
Easton
6pm
Evensong
Avington
22nd March
8am
BCP Holy Communion Itchen Abbas
10am
Parish Communion
Martyr Worthy
6pm
Taize
Easton
29th March
8am
BCP Holy Communion Itchen Abbas
10am
Parish Communion
Avington
Monday 30th Mar, Tuesday 31st March and Wednesday 1st April
8pm
Compline
Martyr Worthy
Maundy Thursday 2 April 8pm Holy Communion
Itchen Abbas
Good Friday
10am
Way of the Cross
Martyr Worthy
3 April
2pm
Last Hour
Itchen Abbas
6pm
Faure’s Requiem
Easton
Sunday 5 April
8am
BCP Holy Communion Avington
Easter Day
10am
Family Communion
Easton
10am
Traditional Communion Martyr Worthy
6pm
Easter Evensong
Itchen Abbas
Lent Course - Tuesdays 24th Feb, 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th March
Mornings at 11am- 12 noon at 3 Shelley Close, Itchen Abbas SO21 1AU
Evenings 7.30-9pm: 24th Feb and 3rd Mar at East View, Church Lane, Easton,
10th March at Dymoke House, Church Lane Easton, SO21 1EH
17th March at Chilland House, Lower Chilland Lane, Martyr Worthy, SO21 1EB
24th March at Shrubs Hill, Main Road Itchen Abbas, SO21 1AT
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Richard Steel
& Partners

Jewry Street,
Winchester,SO23 8SB

Family Owned

Telephone 01962 844600;

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Box Office 01962 840440

Over 150 years of Family Service

www.theatre-royal-winchester.co.uk

Richard Steel, Iain Steel, Mark Allery
Alderman House, 12-14 City Road

Winchester

(01962) 862333
with St Mary’s Chapel & Garden of
Remembrance at 4, Chesil Street

Personal 24 Hour Service
Pre-need funeral plans
www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk

GREENWOOD THERAPIES
ALRESFORD
Holistic Massage and Bodywork
For complete well-being
carol@greenwood-therapies.com
07780 953143
www.greenwood-therapies.com
D and G
Maintenance & Renovations
All building work undertaken.
Garden landscapes and decking, plumbing, roof
repairs, decorating.
Competitive quotations. estimates.
References of caring and completed work carried
out locally.
LANDLORDS - property renovations and
maintenance.
City & Guilds nvq qualified. Fully insured.
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THEATRE ROYAL
WINCHESTER

Mon 2 - Sat 7 The History Boys
Mon 9 Scratch Shakespeare
Fri 13 Faust
Sat 14 Richard Herring
Sun 15 Songs 4 Life
Wed 18 - Sat 21 The Full Monty
Sun 22 & 29 District Youth Theatre
Tue 24 Figure Ground
Wed 25 - Thu 26 Captain Flinn
Fri 27 Sweet Charity

I do recommend you have a look
round. Sadly most liquid fertilisers are
not offered in big volumes – I could do
with several gallons. With these types,
you need to check the composition and
the concentration. I always watch out
for special offers!
Now there are always crops in the
ground from last year, brassicas in
particular but also onions and garlic
sown last autumn. The onion bed will
be clear around July so there’s a chance
for planning a second crop. I usually
plant late brassicas. The same is true of
early potatoes but here the ground will
have been disturbed so not so good for
brassicas.
Many of us grow broad beans and I
sow in the spring. This year I’m trying a
new variety called Express. My
experience with broad beans says a lot
of top support is needed so that has to
be planned in the bed. Another
advantage of timber raised beds – easy
to fix supports. The advantages of a
greenhouse and heated propagators
are obvious. If you don’t have one, why
not talk to a friend? I don’t have a cold
frame and that is probably a useful
addition. Plants hate being checked,
whether that’s in growth or
temperature, so we have to be careful
with each stage
Now that spring is upon us, I want to

weed and clear all my flower beds. At
the same time look out for any
unwanted guests. I have ground elder
in one bed and just as it come into leaf
I get out the Roundup, because there’s
almost nothing else around to be
harmed. It’s almost impossible to clear
from an established bed but weedkiller
does get at the roots which of course
can’t be seen. Ground Elder is God’s
punishment to lazy gardeners!! Well so
it seems.
I also double crop with flowers,
clearing early annuals and replanting
later and certainly areas where there
are bulbs. My pet hate for this month –
leaves from my beech hedges.
Tony Gaster

Avington boulers
The winter is not a good time to play
boules, so a group of Avington
residents put in a little practice at
skittles at The Northbrook Arms on a
Tuesday evening in January. Different
skills are required and, rather than
selecting teams to compete against
each other, everybody can take turns
at rolling their three heavy bowls down
the wooden alley, see how many
skittles they knock down and simply
add up their individual score over two
or three rounds. The play was lively
and the standard was variable.
Sometimes players knocked down all 9
skittles in their turn and sometimes
players missed completely. Beer, wine

2
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and food were essential ingredients of
the evening and the main bar was only
a short walk away, so the supplies kept
coming in. It was a most enjoyable
evening at a cold wintry time of year,
though whether it helped us improve
our boules skills will become clearer
when the boules season starts.
Ralph Matthews

Sir Robert Atkinson 1916
- 2015
Possibly the oldest ever resident of
Itchen Abbas died in January this year,
and St John’s church was full for his
funeral. He had lived in the village for
34 years, first of all at Southwood
House and finally at Southdowns.
It is difficult to review in a page or so
the life of such an active and highly
respected gentleman, a leader of men
in the Second World War and a leader
of industry in the decades afterwards.
The Telegraph and the Times both
produced excellent obituaries
themselves and it would be
inappropriate merely to reproduce
them here. However, back in
2006 the Itchen Abbas &
Avington Village News
produced a booklet entitled
“Some Experiences of an
Ancient Mariner”, covering
much of Sir Robert’s life
story. We reproduce below
just a couple of pages from
this booklet that show
perhaps some of Sir Robert’s
fighting spirit during his time
as chairman of British
Shipbuilders.
A visit to the Lion's Den
(April 1983)
The Atlantic Conveyor (a
container supply ship) was
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due for replacement, the original having
been sunk in the Falklands War. Swan
Hunter had tendered. To my absolute
disbelief and fury we heard that the
Atlantic Conveyor was to be built in the
Far East. After all that the Yard had
done to deliver the Illustrious early and
successfully, was there no such thing as
reciprocal loyalty and gratitude? I felt a
great sense of injustice.
The ship was to be built for private
interests but financed by HMG since
the original had been hired for
Government Service in the Falklands.
Imagine my position and reputation
with the staff, men and Trade Unions
who had supported me so well..
I asked to see the PM and let it be
known to the Press that I would also
go and see the Pope if necessary.
About a week later I was asked to
appear at No. 10 at 10.30pm. Entering
the Cabinet Room the PM was seated
with about 8 members of the Cabinet,
four of whom were good supportive
friends. I had already met the PM
several times.
"Sit beside me" she said. (Not too close
I thought, keep your distance.) - I was

poured a large glass of whisky - I won't
be touching that for sure. ''What's this I
hear about the Atlantic Conveyor?” "I
don't know what you have heard Prime
Minister." "I understand you wish to see
me and you are willing to go and see the
Pope. What's he got to do with it?"
"Nothing at all Prime Minister, I want it
to be known that I am willing to go and
see anybody who might help us to get
this order." "What does it mean to you?"
"It means 3,500 jobs on Tyneside for 2
years." "Your price is too high. I
understand you are £1¼ million higher
than the Far East competition." "You are
misinformed Prime Minister. Those
prices related to last year, since when
the yen has hardened considerably and
consistently against the £." "So what is
the difference now?" "About £¾million
Prime Minister." "What are you going to
do about it?” "Well we are willing to
look into it further!" "You had better be
quick about it. I am going on holiday to
Switzerland at noon tomorrow and I want
it settled. I want to have your answers by
10.00am at the latest." (It was already
23.00). "What you are doing is illegal
Prime Minister by EEC rules"
volunteered Lord 'X'. "I don't give a
damn about EEC Rules" said the Lady
and he was duly silenced.
Action required! I got the Chairman of
British Steel out of his bed and asked
him for a reduction of £400,000 from
the price of his steel. "How and when
will you reimburse me?" he asked. "On
the next 3 ships" I replied and after a
long pause he agreed. "Can I now go
back to bed?" he asked. We
acknowledged his help with gratitude.
Armed with this success we got three
of our own executives out of bed and
told them to deal with the auxiliary
machinery suppliers and others and to
find £350,000 by 08.30. I would be at
my desk and would look forward to

receiving their calls. To my
astonishment at 07.45 the Third Sea
Lord had appeared unannounced. "I've
heard about your problem Robert. I'm
willing to give you a substantial order
for £1.5 million for gun seatings and a
helicopter pad for this ship if it will help
you". It certainly would help and was
accepted with thanks and gratitude.
My colleagues duly telephoned with
their successful efforts. We met the
price and a little bit more for
negotiations. We had great pleasure in
telephoning No. 10 before 09.00. We
were duly rewarded with the order a
few days later. The Unions, local
authorities etc. on Tyneside naturally
claimed success in the local Press!!!
There is an old Chinese proverb which
says “Success has a thousand Fathers Failure is an Orphan!" One must make
allowances for human nature; I know
the truth, the whole truth, of that
episode.
Compiled by the Itchen Valley News with
contributions from the Atkinson family

School News
The first half term of the year has been
a busy one for the school, all of the
children have finished their first
projects of the year and parents have
been invited to their classes to see
what they have been learning about.
There has been some very impressive
work on display and it is always a great
opportunity to look round the
classrooms.
Our new library is now complete, we
have a new home for it and now a
fantastic opportunity for the books to
be displayed and chosen by the
children. Along with the cosy areas for
reading quietly we also have an online
system for selecting and borrowing
books which the parents can also view.
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WORTHY HEATING &
PLUMBING SERVICES
Jonathan Salter






Corgi Registered Gas Installers
Boiler & Control Specialists
Boiler Servicing and Repair
Gas & Oil Fired Boilers
Appointed Service Agents

Spring Cottage.
Tel: 01962 776321
Woodman Lane.
Fax: 01962 776111
Sparsholt, Winchester
Mob: 07703 178219
SO21 2NZ
Email: worthy heating@aol.com
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Itchen Valley Montessori

Itchen Abbas
9.00 am - 2.45 pm
Monday

9.00 am - 1.00 pm
Tuesday to Friday

The Montessori Method in a
prepared classroom
Activities include Art & Craft,
Music & Movement, Cooking,
French and Drama

Call 01730 829377
carolinembutcher@btinternet.com

We have held a competition amongst
all the children to choose a new name
for the Library and we are delighted
that a year 1 pupil Matthew Duke from
Easton was the winner with his name
"The Reading Nest" being selected.
The Friends of the school are again
organising a Quiz Night - back by
popular demand! It is on Friday 20th
March, 8pm in Itchen Abbas Village
Hall. Tickets are priced at £12.50 and
this includes a Fish and Chip supper (or
vegetarian alternative), there will also
be a bar and an opportunity to buy pre
-supper nibbles. Teams are 8 players
and you can either form your own
team or join with another one on the
night - if you would like a ticket please
contact the school on 779310 or
admin@itchenabbas.hants.sch.uk please let us know how many tickets
you would like, if you have your own
team and if you require the vegetarian
option, cheques should be made out to
Friends of Itchen Abbas School.
Note for your diary - Summer Dance
and Hog Roast - Saturday 20th June
2015
Aimee Dear, Headteacher

Jackie’s County Corner
The County Council has changed its
contact numbers from 0845 to 0300
numbers. For residents using mobile
phones, the 0845 numbers meant
costly calls, so I am really pleased that
at last the County Council has made
the change to 0300 numbers.
If necessary, other numbers can be
obtained from the website, or contact
me for help.
General enquiries: 0300 555 1375
Textphone 0300 555 1390
Countryside Access Team: 0300 555
1391
Roads and Transport: 0300 555 1388

Libraries: 0300 555 1387
library@hants.gov.uk
Child Protection: 0300 555 1384, Out
of Hours: 0300 555 1373
Adult Services: 0300 555 1386, Out of
Hours: 0300 555 1373
The County will have set its Council
Tax Budget by the time you read this.
You can see the meeting on the
hants.gov.uk website. There was a plan
to cut Short Breaks and Youth Services
by a total of £2.8m, but following our
campaign with parents, youth
organisations and special schools, both
have been given a reprieve this year,
2015-16, to give time to plan structural
changes ahead.
Access to the countryside, and green
spaces is vital for our wellbeing. The
new draft Countryside Access Plan is
currently under consultation, with a
deadline for comments of 31 March
2015.You can see the document on
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/countryside/
access-plans.htm Respond to
row.notices@hants.gov.uk with
‘Countryside Access Plan’ in the title,
or please contact me by phone if you’d
like to see a paper copy.
The Planning application for the new
hospital at North Waltham is now
under consideration. This will be
considered by Basingstoke and Deane
Council because it is in that district,
not in Winchester. I remain concerned
for residents and staff who can only use
public transport, and the effect that this
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new additional site will have on our
existing hospital in Winchester. I have
spoken to the Clinical Commissioning
Group who have expressed concern
about how the group of hospitals will
be staffed, and asked for an operational
appraisal of the trust on multiple sites.
It was a real pleasure to join several
business breakfasts in February. After
two years of chairing one of them, it
has been good to hand over the reins
and attend others too! This picture
shows members of Business Network
International who meet at dawn every
week! If you are interested in joining a
business network, I can put you in
touch with one or all of the groups.

Walking and cycling. Despite the
meteoric increase in leisure cycling, still
only 2% of journeys to work are made
by bike. I am pleased that there will be
public consultation on development of
a Walking Strategy and a Cycling
Strategy for Hampshire. Watch out for
the consultation period, which isn’t
fixed as I write, but will be at least
eight weeks in length, starting Spring
2015.
This County Corner shows the
number of occasions on which the
internet is now used in our daily lives.
But for those of us with slow
broadband speeds, even watching iplayer is a trial. Thank you if you have
already sent in your broadband speeds
to me, with your postcode and
comments. Please keep them comingthe results paint a strong picture
showing how much more there is to
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do to get everyone up to speed. I am
liaising with schools, businesses,
residents , parishes and providers to
find solutions.
Jackie Porter.
You can contact me by phone: 01962
791054, Facebook, twitter
@JackieLibDem,
text 07973 696 085 or by email
jackie@jackieporter.co.uk or of
course, by post.

The Big Fella
The Big Fella is an eighty percent dog.
For eighty percent of the time he
behaves beautifully, he sits, stays,
comes, goes, walks to heel or whatever
you ask of him, dutifully and without
demure. But for the other twenty
percent you just
cannot be sure. You
order him to do
something and you
witness the titanic
internal struggle
occurring between
instinct and training.
As we became better acquainted with
him, so it became easier to pick up the
tell-tale signs. If there is about to be a
rebellion, he will look at you
differently; there is something in his
eyes and the way he holds his head that
tells you there is trouble ahead. As he
has grown older, so the rebellions have
become less. However, when one sees
the signs, then it is imperative you have
him on the lead as soon as possible to
avoid further trouble and
inconvenience.
These events obviously occur when he
is out on a walk. It is normally either
his stomach or his hormones that have
caused the disturbance to his
equilibrium. In the house or garden, it
is rather different. He tends to want to

be with you if you are doing anything
interesting, in particular in the kitchen.
He will sit for long periods of time,
back firmly against a kitchen unit,
watching the preparation of food with
all the concentration and interest of a
trainee chef being shown a recipe by a
master. When he has been in the way
once too often he is sent to his basket
or to the dog cushion in the garden
room. When reaching either he shows
his displeasure in an event we have
christened “lying down with attitude”.
He will lie down next to the
destination ordered, on the floor
rather than actually on the cushion or
in the basket. There is a simple reason:
using the floor he can make a good
noise. The process involves two
elements. He flops down as heavily as
he can, making as much noise as
possible and at the same time there is a
great exhalation of air. Together these
two elements are designed to
demonstrate the enormous displeasure
felt at the indignity of being ordered to
move. Nobody is left in any doubt as to
the level of insult experienced.
One of his first escapades occurred
when we had only had him a few
months. He was left in the house, and
wrongly concluded that he was alone,
when in fact there was someone
upstairs. However, he decided to set
out to find the family. He escaped the
house and the garden and set off to
look for us. I cannot recall now
whether he had a collar by then, but if
he had, he was not wearing it. Some
kind person found him wandering and
handed him to the police. We rang the
police and we located him being looked
after at the police station. We arrived
to find him sitting on the lap of a very
pretty girl, looking extremely pleased
with himself. It turned out that they
were trying to do some filming at the

police station and he would not stop
barking so they had deputed the young
assistant to look after him. There were
some jokes about bailing him out and
his being up before the magistrate on
Monday and then we took him home. It
was the first of a number of similar
escapades when he was young.
“Boss” - an Itchen Valley resident

Letter to the Valley News
[All our wonderful distributors are given a
small token of appreciation in December Ed]
Dear Valley News team,
This is rather belated note to say a BIG
thank you for the Honeycomb
Matchmakers that you so kindly gave
me for Christmas. I feel that a lovely
present like that was not really
deserved in my case as I have only been
delivering the magazine for the last 4/5
months, but it was very much
appreciated all the same. We both love
chocolate so you could not have given
us anything better! Wishing you all a
very Happy New Year.
Best wishes,
Gilly Greenwood

Comings and Goings
Easton
We welcome the Nutbeam family.
Yvonne, Kevin and 2 grown up boys,
including Storm, the dog, to 1 Cocketts
Mead, which is being rented.
We say goodbye to Janie and Graeme
from Sweet Briar Cottage who are
moving to Chilbolton.
Ray and Brenda Law have moved into 5
Manor Cottages in Easton. They've
come from Warwickshire where they
lived for more than 50 years. Their
daughter Shelley lives in Itchen Stoke.
Judith Mezger
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Itchen Abbas & Avington
Village Hall - Job Vacancy
We are still seeking an
enthusiastic Hall Manager with
strong communication and IT
skills. The role is remunerated
on a self-employed basis and
would be around 10 hours per
week.
Please contact Rosie Salmond
salmondrosie@gmail.com to
apply or for any further
information.

summer edition, but then I
realised that it is important
to start growing the
tomatoes - as Mrs Beeton
might have said.
Maybe hairless = peeled, but what is 1/4
tomato doing with a whole cucumber and 2
head of garlic? Sub-Ed] [Perhaps she meant
1lb of tomatoes or 114 tomatoes?- Ed]

For Sale
Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5dr; Ocean
Blue; 57,000 miles; Manual; Full Service
History;
New tyres.
Outstanding
condition. £5750.
Tel 07917 028235
Caroline Hall

Junior
Cricket Club news

A puzzle
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Recipe from a Spanish au pair in 1976
GAZPACHO (as it was wrote)
1/4 Tomatoe hairless
one pepper green
one cucumber - hairless
one coffee spoon of sod
100gr crumb of bread
two head of garlic
vinegar - (jet)
oil
water
one stew egg
If you can
understand it, it really works and is
delicious
Juliet Burnand
[At first I thought this would be better in a

It’s time to dust off your bat and wash
those whites as Easton and Martyr
Worthy CC’s junior cricket gets
underway after Easter. Parents wanting
to sign up their sons and daughters
should contact juniors’ secretary Anna
Croft at anna66@me.com, as squad
numbers may be limited due the
numbers in each age group. The juniors
will once again be sponsored by Easton
company Creative Catering and
Marquees.
Outdoor training times are:
U9/U11 Starts: Monday 20th April
U9: 5.45 - 6.45pm
U11: 6.45 - 7.45pm
U13/U15 Starts: Tuesday 21st April
U13: 5.45 - 6.45pm
U15: 6.45 - 7.45pm
Tracy Wickham
Juniors’ Publicity Officer

ANDREW SMITH & SON
1793
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
Hampshire’s Leading International
Fine Art & Antiques Auctioneers
• monthly antiques & Interiors sales
• six weekly fine art, antiques & collectables auctions

• achieving World record prices
• global exposure via ‘live’ internet bidding
• regular contributors to BBC’s ‘Flog It!’ and ‘The Antiques Road Trip’
Contact us for details of our;
• complete property & contents valuation services for
Sale -- Insurance - Probate - Family division

• free valuation advice for auction sale
• complete house clearance
www.andrewsmithandson.com

THE AUCTION ROOMS, MANOR FARM, ITCHEN STOKE,
WINCHESTER SO24 0QT
Tel: 01962 735988 email: auctions@andrewsmithandson.com

Specialising in you

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Cosmetic Acupuncture

SHARON BRADBEAR
BSc (Hons) Lic Ac MBAcC
07951 501594
www.hantsacu.co.uk

Alresford . Southampton

SHAUN
BARNEY
Professional
Painter & Decorator
Local Tradesman with
20 years experience
Competitive
Rates
Quality Work
Fully Insured
01962 864033
07928 027618
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AVINGTON PARK

Stunning venue for weddings,
meetings and corporate
events.
Open to the public May to
September.
01962 779 260

THE

COUNTRY

HOUSE

COMPANY

Property Sales I Lettings I Management
02392 632 275 countryhousecompany.co.uk

Warner & Richardson Solicitors
Warner & Richardson was founded over 200 years ago and has built a reputation for personal
service and high quality advice. With the longest record of service of any Winchester firm we are
committed to providing innovative solutions to our clients’ problems and needs based on a strong
foundation of local knowledge, experience and pragmatic advice.
Private Client Services
Property and Conveyancing
Wills, Probate and Trusts
Business Client Services
Commercial Property and Business Leases
Agricultural Land
Please see our website at www.wandr.co.uk for further details
29 Jewry Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8RR
Tel 01962 868366 Fax 01962 840607 DX2511 Winchester
Email : lawyers@wandr.co.uk
Website: www.wandr.co.uk
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Itchen Insight
Name: George Stoney
Age: Nearly 86
– old enough to
remember the
road outside
Kings Worthy
church being
straightened and
the crash which
led to the
‘Edmonds
corner’ being cut
back.
Occupation: Trying to avoid reaching
my ‘sell-by’ date
How many years you’ve lived in
the Valley: 83 less a couple of dozen
when out of the country. Born in India,
schools – Pilgrims, Wellington,
Sandhurst then army in Germany and
Egypt and Hong Kong for 15 years
Champagne moment: Being part of
the team which won a Britain in Bloom
trophy for Winchester
Surprising snippet: I helped to lay
the drive for the new house
Greenacre, fetching gravel in my little
wheelbarrow as soon as my father had
cut the wire separating what was then
a field from the road.
Passion in the Itchen Valley: the
view from Northington Road above
Abbotstone
Best thing about the Valley: The
spirit in the Valley, including carol
singing and the Choral Society
Worst thing about the Valley: The
‘infilling’
Best one-liner or quote: “It’s being
so cheerful keeps me going” –Mona
Lott in ITMA

Itchen Valley Parish
Council: Chairman’s
Report for 2014/15
As we’ve almost
reached the end
of another busy
year for the
Parish Council,
it’s time for a
recap on what
we’ve been up to.
Housing
Five smart new houses in Station Close
Itchen Abbas, now known as Baxter
Cottages, were officially opened by
Winchester’s mayor last summer, ably
supported by their namesake, Neil
Baxter who worked so hard to make
them a reality. The eco-friendly homes
are the first council-built houses in the
Winchester area for a decade.
Footpaths
We are now seeing an overall
improvement in the upkeep of our
footpaths, not least as a result of our
lengthsman scheme, which is set to
continue for the next financial year.
Roads
As you know, the B3047 within the
parish has been completely resurfaced,
maybe some parts more than others,
but all much improved. Let’s hope that
the best efforts of the BT Superfast
Broadband team don’t spoil it!
We are also looking forward to seeing
the new rural-style bus shelters,
designed and largely funded by the
South Downs National Park, that are
scheduled to begin installation around
the end of March.
Open Spaces
The ever-popular swings at both
Easton and Couch Green playing fields
have been replaced this year, and
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we’ve also added a ground-level
trampoline at Couch Green. We plan
to add a new piece of play equipment
at Easton during the coming year.
Website
The Parish Council website is proving to
be a useful resource. As well as
information on Parish Council matters, it
archives all editions of the Itchen Valley
News, and hosts a Community Groups
page for information on local events.
We’ll be upgrading the site in the coming
year to allow more facilities for
Community Groups information. Visit us
at itchenvalleyparishcouncil.org.uk
Parish Plan
The Parish Plan is now published, and
officially adopted at all levels of local
council. Good progress is being made
on dealing with the Actions listed in
the Plan, which can be viewed at the
PC website (above).
Looking Ahead
The full accounts for the financial year
2014/15 will be available at our Annual
Public meeting in April. We have again
increased the precept for the year
2015/16 to bring it more into line with
other similar sized parishes. The
meeting will be held from 7pm at
Itchen Abbas & Avington Village Hall,
date to be annouced in next month’s
magazine.
This will be a special one for me, as I
will not be standing for re-election in
May, so I’d like to take this opportunity
to say a special thank you to my fellow
Parish Councillors, to Jackie Porter and
to Kim Gottlieb, and of course to you,
fellow residents of the Itchen Valley,
for working together so effectively for
the Parish. I do hope to see as many of
you as possible in April, and to raise a
glass with you to the future.
Penny Flemons (to be known as Penny
Russell in future!)
Chairman, Itchen Valley Parish Council

Tiddler Joke
A- Knock knock
B- Who’s there?
A- Isobel
B- Isobel who?
A- Isobel
necessary on a
bicycle?
B- Yes, very - especially in Avington!

Local monthly information
Waste collections
Black bins and green bags on Friday 6
and 20. Green bins on Friday 13 and
27.
Library
Visiting on Friday 13 March.

Cameo
On Tuesday 17 March.
67 Bus operated by Stagecoach Monday
to Saturday
School term timetable operates all
month
Weekdays to Winchester:
07:55 08:30 09:25 11:25 13:25 16:25
17:25
Weekdays to Alresford:
09:18 11:18 13:18 15:18 17:11 18:08
Saturday service (same for the
whole month)
Towards Winchester:
08:25 10:05 11:25 14:25 17:25
Towards Alresford:
09:18 12:18 15:18 18:08
Sunday service — no Sunday service
in March.

Itchen Valley Bookworms
In synch with the cold weather
outside, Bookworms turns to a
chilly tale of a murderess awaiting
execution in Hannah Kent’s Burial
Rites, set in 1829 Iceland. Here, an
enigmatic story of crime and
redemption keeps the reader
guessing as to the true nature of
the convicted woman…
When farmers Margret
and Jon are told they
must fulfil their civic
duty and house a
convicted murderess in
their isolated turf croft,
they are appalled and
imagine a monster. But
when Agnes
Magnusdottir arrives,
they find it hard to
reconcile this taciturn,
slender girl with the
violent crimes for
which she will be
executed.
Religion is strong in
this community and the
authorities have
deemed that certain
prisoners should be placed on farms,
homes of upright Christians, who can
inspire repentence by good example
and who would benefit from the free
labour of these criminals.
Agnes, an unusually intelligent former
workmaid, is indifferent to her new
staging post at first, viewing it as
somewhere to be stored, cellared like
butter, like smoked meat: “ like a
corpse, waiting for the ground to
unfreeze before they can pocket me in
the earth like a stone.”
Agnes is determined not to give
anything away. We know she
murdered and then burned two men; a

petty thief, Petur Jonsson, and the
womanising herbalist, Natan Ketilsson.
She says: “I will hold what I am inside,
and keep my hands tight around all the
things I have seen and heard, and felt.”
One person she is willing to talk to,
however, is the priest assigned to bring
her to redemption, the young and
unsure Rev Thorvadur Jonsson, known
as Toti. Through their conversations,
we learn more about her past life and
tragic childhood.
While the Icelandic
surroundings are bleak
and the atmosphere at
the farm cold at first,
human warmth and
trust gradually seeps
through in touching
ways. Hardline Margret
softens towards Agnes,
as does one of her
daughters. Perhaps she
is a victim of
circumstance and
upbringing? Meanwhile,
Agnes takes some
comfort in the work
and domesticity of her
surroundings while
never knowing when
her execution day will come.
This is a satisfying read. It offers an
insight into a completely different way
of life in rural Iceland where people are
ruled by the harsh weather conditions
and strict social mores. It raises lots of
intriguing tensions such as: will Agnes
take advantage of her limited
imprisonment and escape? Is there
more to her relationship with Toti than
first appears? Will she confess to her
crimes? Will she be reprieved?
Bookworms recommends reading this
book to find out. A ‘Scandi Noir’ 4 out
of 5.
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ZUMBA
Great music
Great dancing
6.30pm Mondays & 10am Fridays
Itchen Abbas Village Hall
Anyone can do it, everyone should do it!
Friendly classes – all welcome however many left feet you
think you have!
For class details contact Sue Russell on
sue@plays-r-ussell.com
or tel 07947410394
or visit www.zumba-around-winchester.com

Can’t get the hang of
your computer?
One-to-one tuition in your
own home by qualified trainer
Gift tokens available

Call Christine for details on

01962 735359
PLUMBLINE Local
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Alresford Motor Services
New Farm Road

All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

Plumbing & Heating
Friendly, local family run business with
over 20yrs experience and a member of
CHECKATRADE.
Tel: 01962 885511
Mob: 07801 365925
on work undertaken
FOR1 year
ALLguarantee
YOUR PLUMBING
NEEDS
NO JOB TOO SMALL !
NO
JOB TOO SMALL!

Memorials
Building Stonework Restoration

BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd
Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net

CURTAINS and
AUSTRIAN BLINDS
Throw-over bed covers made up from
customer’s own material.
Headboards & dressing tables covered.
Christening gowns made to order.
Tel: Mrs Egleton 01962 779586

SMARTIES

Top quality second-hand clothes
for children aged 0-15
Please contact Andrea on
01962 779553
07743 042753

and join over 500 other Hampshire Mums at Smarties
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ITCHEN VALLEY B&B
CHILLANDHAM LANE
MARTYR WORTHY
01962 779379
bh@itchenvalleybandb.com
www.itchenvalleybandb.com

Avington Park braces itself
for charity ‘breast’ invasion
One of the finest country estates in
Hampshire, Avington Park is the venue
for the unveiling of an extraordinary
sculpture featuring more than a
thousand pictures of ‘breasts’. In a
unique twist on the infamous “selfie”,
members of the public and celebrities
were asked to contribute anonymous
pictures of their breasts or chest area,
as part of a charity campaign called
‘SnapBreast’.
Easton resident Lucy Wolfe and Jeni
Weinberger, owner of the ARTSalon
Gallery, are behind the campaign which
will raise money for breast cancer
charity, The Haven. The images
collected have been reduced in size and
used to ‘paint’ a 5 foot sculpture of a
female torso created by talented
sculptor Rose Eva.

The sculpture known as ‘Snapbreast’ is
the centrepiece of an exciting new
Exhibition of Contemporary British
Art, being held at Avington Park over
the weekend of 21st/22nd March. Jeni
says that a wide range of styles and
prices will be exhibited “ The hope is,
there will be something you love,
something you don't and something
that will make you look twice.
Whatever you take from it, you will
know it is produced by talented artists
working in Wessex and from all over
Britain”.
Once unveiled, the ‘SnapBreast’
sculpture will be available for purchase
raising funds for The Haven’s latest
project, to open a breast cancer
support centre in Titchfield which will
provide free emotional and physical
care to people living in Hampshire,
Wiltshire, Dorset and the Isle of Wight
as well as the Channel Islands. Profits
from art sales at the Exhibition in
March will go towards this project.
BBC South Today News Anchor, Sally
Taylor MBE who’s had her own battle
with breast cancer says “Everyone's
breast cancer journey is different. The
new Haven in Wessex opening at
Titchfield will enable women to take
control, just being able to talk to
someone can make recovery quicker.
I'm proud to be part of this piece of art
and can't wait to see the finished
work!”
The picturesque and historic Avington
Park is no stranger to the
unconventional as owner Sarah Bullen
says “King Charles II and his mistress
Nell Gwynne were known to have
stayed here during the King’s visits to
Winchester, so there’s not much that
Avington hasn’t seen before”. Sarah
adds that she and the team at Avington
are delighted to be supporting The
Haven and look forward to welcoming
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art buyers over the weekend of March
21st/22nd. For more information visit
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www.artsalon.co.uk or
www.avingtonpark.co.uk. Lucy Wolfe

COMPLETE
TRANSFORMATION
All types of maintenance work undertaken
Warren Taylor

07794 986256

warren.wlt@gmail.com 01962 779693
1 The Terrace, Easton, Winchester S021 1EG

Cartridge Plus+
Computer
and&Stationery
Com
puter CConsumables
onsumables
Stationery
Printers
Now
Prin
ters N
owAvailable
Available
Also
Pictures,
Frames
&&
Mounts
also
Pictu
res, F
rames
Mounts
3 Stockbridge Road, Winchester
tockbrid
ge RoFax
ad, 01962
Winchester
Tel3 S
01962
877992
877976
Tel: 01962 877992 Fax: 01962 877976
Email:
keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
Email: keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
wwww.cartridge-plus.co,uk
ww.cartridge-plus.co.uk

Clarity Computer
Solutions
Computers, broadband, wireless, networks.
PC & Mac
01962 734750 07808 480344
philip@claritycomputing.co.uk

www.claritycomputersolutions.co.uk

Tom Fisher
Tree Care
A professional local service
Specialist in tree care
Hedge trimming Stump grinding
Garden reclamation
Fully qualified and insured
01962 861891
07725 835715

Hypnotherapy at Studio49
26 The Dean Alresford SO24 9AZ
Stress, anxiety, unwanted habits, relaxation,
Call NOW to book your FREE initial consultation and discover
how Hypnotherapy could HELP YOU

01962 738683 or 07724 010244
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Keylink SAS Ltd
Mercedes, BMW,
Porsche and VAG
servicing & repairs
specialist.
(All other makes too).
Competitive rates, full diagnostics,
MOTs arranged.
Air conditioning service and
repair.
Free collection, delivery or
courtesy car.
www.keylinksas.co.uk
info@keylinksas.co.uk
01256 397150
Unit 15/16 The Calvert Centre
Woodmancott Winchester, SO21 3BN
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High Quality
- Dressmaking
- Restyling
- Alterations
- Repairs

Traditionally made
- Bespoke curtains
- Blinds
- Cushions
- Curtain tracks
& poles
- Fabrics

Call or email us today

2014 UK Garden Machinery

Dealer of the Year

www.georgecanngardenmachinery.co.uk

Blinds & Awnings

Your local self-storage facility





Convenient Location
 Full Range of Unit Sizes
Easy Access
 Commercial and Private Use
Unloading Under Cover
 Short or Long Term
Friendly Staff
 Competitive rates
Contact us for Information and Advice
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