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WELCOME to the valley news
So this month is full of notices of
activities to come and dates for your
diary well into next year. Reports
about harvest show how important this
still is in our community. As we move
into Halloween, All Saints and the
Bonfire Night, we take a true autumn
theme.
I’m also delighted to see more
contributions from IA School. I’m sorry
that I resisted a request to have Santa
Claus on the front cover but do read
page 11 for details. Our young people
also feature in cricket news and I had a
game too, trying to fit all the pictures
which came in varying shapes and sizes.
Anyway, well done to those who
continue this most English of games.
We are also trying a new approach
with walks, see page 18, the influence
of younger members of our editorial
team, which is great.
Our regular contributors continue to
keep us informed: politicians, the
church, clubs and societies. I was
particularly taken by a contribution
about broadband, see page 24. Never
mind the quality, think of the width. It’s
all jargon to me but I still think we are
disadvantaged living in the country and
that nobody seems to care. Fast
internet today is for me an absolute
necessity and even more so for those
who work from home. People continue
to be surprised when I travel and say I
have little or no phone signal at home.
Someone even tried to take a swipe at
our cabinet here in IA but fortunately
that’s now been repaired.
Choral singing is one of my joys and I
am privileged to sing concerts in the

cathedral. On Sunday
8th our valley choir
will be singing Faure’s Requiem, part of
our remembrance events. We didn’t
get a recipe this month but I’m looking
for ideas to use 100kg of apples! Being
a gardener, I’m wondering about the
news on noisy machines because leaf
sweeping does need motorised
equipment. At least I think we have a
moratorium on Sundays.
The front cover this time is a bit of fun
but behind the new bus shelters there
has been a great deal of work done by
our parish councillors, all trying to
make our community a better place.
Next month will be edited by Verity
Coleman.
Tony Gaster
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What’s On
Short Mat Bowls at Itchen Abbas &
Avington Village Hall
The winter season for short mat
bowling at Itchen Abbas & Avington
Village Hall recommenced in October
with Tuesday Evening Sessions (6.00 to
8.00pm) and Thursday Afternoon
Sessions (2.00 to 4.00pm).
Christmas puddings to Lucinda Ffennell
779701
Liz Platt 779298

You are cordially invited to join us. You
will be made most welcome whether or
not you have played green bowling or
short mat bowling before.
Woods are available for those without,
all you will need to bring with you is a
pair of flat soled shoes.
For further information please contact
Peter Bell on 779285
Martyr Worthy Christmas Fair
Saturday 5th December 2015
11.30 am -1.30 pm in Martyr Worthy
Village Hall
In aid of the Itchen Valley Parish and
Martyr Worthy Village Hall.
Come and buy Christmas food and
presents and enjoy a fine lunch.
Lots of fun for children too.
Donations for the food stall (Verity
Coleman 882800) and the raffle
gratefully received. Orders for

Tuesday 3rd November Upper Itchen
Valley Society AGM
7pm for a glass of wine before the
meeting at 7.30 in Martyr Worthy
Village Hall. The speaker will be
Charles Flower, a very aptly named
5
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expert on wild flowers who was much
involved in the Magdalen Down
Reserve, including the spectacular
display of cowslips in the Spring. This
takes up the theme of Verity
Coleman’s article about verges and
open spaces (July p37) and a preceding
one by David Rumble, and it should be
an interesting evening.
Alison Matthews, Chairman
Remember, Remember the 7th of
November, Fireworks at Easton
Village Hall
Come and join us for our annual
Bonfire and Fireworks celebrations
including a best GUY competition at
Easton Village Hall on Saturday 7th
November. Bring your family, friends
and homemade GUYs from 6pm
onwards and enjoy a cup of mulled
wine, hot dogs, cakes and glow sticks.
At around 6:30 after all the ‘GUYs’
have been judged, the bonfire will be lit
followed by our fantastic fireworks!!
Ina Williams on behalf of Easton Village Hall
Royal British Legion - Itchen Valley
Branch, Remembrance Parade and
AGM 8th November
The Annual Remembrance Sunday
Parade for 2015 will be held in front of
the Itchen Abbas War Memorial on
Sunday 8th November at 10.50 am. All
members of the Royal British Legion
and anyone else who has served in the
armed services, in whatever way, are
invited to attend. We plan to form up
by the War Memorial at 10.45am
Please wear medals if you have them.
The RBL badge should be worn below
the poppy. The wearing of hats and
carrying of umbrellas is at the
discretion of individuals. In the event
of (very) wet weather there will be no
parade, but members will be invited to
gather at the War Memorial for the
two minute silence and wreath laying.

The Remembrance Service will be held
in St John's Church, Itchen Abbas,
shortly after the two minutes silence.
The service will be ecumenical: it is
designed for everybody.
The Annual General Meeting of
the Royal British Legion, Itchen Valley
Branch, will be held on Monday 9th
November 2015 - 7 pm at Martyr
Worthy Village Hall and all members
are encouraged to attend.
Richard Seymour - Hon. Sec . 779401
Saturday 14th November, Quiz and
Supper
7.30 pm in St John’s Church, Itchen
Abbas. Tickets £15 to include an Itchen
Valley Special supper (and you know
how good the Itchen Valley catering
team is, thanks to Jill Croft for
organising it) and a glass of wine or soft
drink. Teams of 6 or 8 – bring your
friends from near and far. Tickets from
Charlotte (shrubshill@gmail.com)
or Tony (tonygaster@btinternet.com)
Charlotte Appleby
The Friends of Itchen Abbas Primary
School are holding their annual
Christmas Fair on Saturday 14th
November
at 10.30am-12.30am in Itchen Abbas
Village Hall. It’s the most popular
fundraising event in our school
calendar and we are delighted that
Santa has agreed to take time out from
his very busy schedule to come along
and meet our children again this year.
Other attractions include a chocolate
and a bottle tombola, children’s festive
games, toys, books, produce, crafts and
a raffle offering four fabulous luxury
hampers amongst other goodies. And
of course there’ll be cakes and
refreshments with a very festive feel to
get you into the Christmas spirit!
Our fundraising events wouldn’t be
7

possible without the generosity of our
parents and supporters in the local
community and we would be very
grateful for donations of unwanted
books or toys in good condition,
bottles of wine or spirits, raffle prizes,
unwanted gifts, vouchers etc. and for all
you home-growers and bakers out
there, any jams, preserves, chutneys or
other produce. These can be left at
the school office by Friday 6th
November or I am happy to collect and
can be contacted at
thestudio23@me.com or on 07766
740572. Many thanks.
Sarah Banks
EMWCC’s annual BINGO evening will
be held on Thursday 3rd December in
Easton Village Hall.
Doors open at 7.00 pm. Meanwhile, all
three senior teams had a good summer
season with only one Saturday match
cancelled due to bad weather. The 2nd
X1 is poised to be promoted to a
higher league.
Club cricket continues over winter
with 4 EMWCC teams entered into
the Winchester and District Club’s
Indoor League. Also five first team
players will be touring South Africa
with the club’s professional coach Ian
Stuart. Indoor training will start again at
the end of February.
Lynda Gray, Club Secretary
Sleeping Beauty, Easton Village Hall,
16th to 19th December.
This Christmas, be enthralled by the
magical tale of Sleeping Beauty with all
the usual panto fun and a few surprises
too! Performances will be on
Wednesday 16th, Thursday 17th and
Friday 18th December at 7.30 pm and
on Saturday 19th December at 2.30 pm
and 7.30 pm.
Tickets are £10 for adults and £5 for
children aged 12 and under. Box office
8

opens on Thursday, 12th November.
From that date, tickets can be bought
from Sally Stone (01962 779283 or
sally15@btinternet.com). Buy as soon
as you can from then to avoid
disappointment!
Sophie Goodall
Wednesday 16th December,
Itchen Valley Choral Society
Christmas Extravaganza
7.30pm Itchen Abbas Village Hall
An evening of Victorian Music to start
your Christmas festivities with a
medley of songs for you to join in,
excerpts from Pirates of Penzance by
Gilbert and Sullivan and of course the
carols. Music, food and drink all for
£8.00 Tickets on the door.
Vernon Tottle
Carol Singing Itchen Abbas 21st and
23rd December
We hope to get a group of carol
singers together to sing in and around
Itchen Abbas on Monday 21st and
Wednesday 23rd December, so please
make a note of the dates and join us if
you can. Maybe we could come and
sing to you if you are having a gettogether with friends.
More details in December issue, or
phone Joan Dartnall 01962 779538

Hope for pond owners
Sometime last year, Mark Porter
organised an evening entitled 'Pond
Management' for members of the
Valley Gardeners. The speaker for the
evening was Phillip from the 'Good Life'
and the subject was so popular that it
was over-subscribed.
When it came to Question Time, the
burning issue with all those present
was how to deal with blanket weed.
Despite trying a variety of commercial
remedies, all efforts had ended in total

failure.
As a retired pest controller I decided
to see if I could find an answer to this
problem. Research on the internet
drew a blank and people in the industry
were guarded with their suggestions
which included the likes of barley
straw, and numerous propriety brands
who are coy about declaring the active
ingredient etc!
The answer is biological control using
the humble grass carp. This
unpretentious little fish did exactly
what was promised and, within two
months my trial pond with two fish
became gin-clear. To make sure the
results were repeatable, I introduced
two more fish to another pond, which
by midsummer was heavily infested
with blanket weed and duck weed. Lo
and behold, by the end of August , the
second pond was also gin-clear. And
what's more, the duck weed had also
been significantly reduced. In the
meantime, the fish I introduced into
the first trial pond had grown from a
modest 3" minnow to an impressive 6"
giant.
For those interested, grass carp can be
obtained from Hillier's aquatic centre
(ask for Gillian) and cost £6 each or 3
The gin-clear trial
pond

for £15. There are two types: the
native brown and the albino and unless
you want to attract the herons, avoid
the albino variety. The smaller fish will
overwinter, provided they have water
which is at least 18" deep. Larger fish
will need deeper water, especially if the
winter is extra cold. To avoid this
problem, Hillers will not have any stock
until March 2016, so worth a note in
your 2016 diary if you own a pond with
this problem!
Ken Thomas: Itchen Valley Pest Control

The Itchen List…and where
it can lead!
About 18 months ago, a message came
round on the Itchen List asking if
anyone was willing to dress up in
medieval costume and appear in the
Great Hall in Winchester, in some kind
of ‘extra’ type role. This sounded like
fun so I replied to the email address
given to say I was interested. I was
contacted and advised that the original
brief had changed ever so slightly! The
role was now to take part in a
discussion for BBC News about
‘English Votes for English Laws,’ alas
not in medieval costume but in normal
dress! This was a very hot topic at the
time in view of the forthcoming
Scottish vote on independence. Gulp!
In for a penny in for a pound, so I
agreed to take part, once I realised that
it wasn’t live and any goldfish moments
(mouth opening with nothing coming
out) or other unfortunate gaffes would
be edited out.
I duly turned up at the Great Hall and
discovered that Fiona Stubbs and Steve
Percy had also answered the call, along
with several students from the
university. We were fully briefed by
Mark Easton, the presenter, on what to
expect and advised to keep our
9

comments brief and to the point, which
was fine by me! We sat at a mock
banqueting table, with plastic mead
glasses and bowls of fruit, and were
asked for our opinions in turn, while
being gently serenaded by a small band
of musicians playing medieval music.
Mark Easton was very professional and
thorough in his briefing, and put us at
our ease so that we all felt we could
contribute our opinions fairly
confidently.
We were told when the programme
was going to be shown so that we
could tell friends and family, and
although I was only in it for a matter of
seconds I was amazed by how many
people contacted me to say ‘was that
you on the telly?’
It was all quite exciting and totally
unexpected so I would like to thank
the Itchen List for that moment of pure
serendipity!
Sue Germon
Sue tells the IVN that this programme is alas
no longer available to watch on iPlayer - Ed

David Ince, Legion of Honour
David Ince, a long-time resident of
Easton now living near his family in
Somerset, has been awarded La Legion
d’honneur at a ceremony in
Cheltenham on 29 October. He was
one of six RAF Typhoon Bomber pilots
to receive this award in recognition of
their service on the Normandy
beachhead in June 1944 through to the
liberation of France. David recalled,
“We lost 151 pilots, almost 40% of the
Typhoon squadrons, during the three
months of the battle. We played an
important role in blinding the German
radar watch on the Channel before the
landings and later in knocking out
technically superior tanks and selfpropelled guns”.
10

David’s wartime service included flying
Hurricanes and Mustangs before
transferring to Typhoons. He flew 150
sorties, was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross and published a fascinating
book in 2010 on his wartime
experiences, Brotherhood of the Skies.
Well worth a read.
Steve Percy

Itchen Abbas School News
What an exciting half term! Our new
Robins have joined us and we are so
proud of how well they have settled in
to the school. We have also welcomed
two new teachers Miss Martin and Mr
Lampard who have joined us in our
Key Stage 1 class, Swifts.
We celebrated Harvest Festival at St
Johns Church, the children brought
along produce for the Winchester
Basics Bank and the service was led by
Rev Amanda Denniss. Parents were
entertained by the children singing
their harvest songs.
The whole school enjoyed a wonderful
assembly led by Hampshire Music
Service, who introduced SaintSaëns' Carnival of the Animals to the
children. It was a fantastic experience
and they were enthralled by the
different instruments and were able to
take part, playing some of them and
recognising the animals they

for his 11 year old cousin
who is suffering from
Cancer and raised over
£250. We are very
grateful to parents for
their support of the
fundraising both for the
school and for our
charities.
Soon we will be dressing
up for our Stripy Zebra
Day as part of Marwell
Zoo's Zany Zebra
project. We will be
designing and painting a
miniature Zany Zebra
which will become part of
the trail around
Southampton next
summer (you may have
seen the Rhinos two years
ago). Not only will this
project be great fun but it
will help the children
understand more about
Grevy's Zebras and raise
awareness of the
importance of
conservation.
We are very excited that
represented.
during
this
half
term our kitchen has
Over the last few months we are very
grateful to everyone who has helped us been built; this will give the children
the opportunity for cooking classes at
with fundraising both for the school
school which is now part of the
and our chosen charities. Sarah Banks,
one of our mums, completed a London current curriculum. Special thanks go
to the Friends who have purchased the
to Paris cycle ride and raised £540 for
the school. Four intrepid parents - Isla, fridge freezer and equipped the kitchen
for all of our budding chefs.
Jim, Ed and Jake - took part in the
Friends of the School continue to
Tough Mudder Challenge and raised
£1,200, again for the Friends to be used organise fund raising and social events
for the school during the year including
for projects for the school. We took
the monthly cafe where parents are
part in the Macmillan Coffee Morning
invited into school to catch up over a
when the staff baked cakes for the
cup of tea and delicious cake. There is
children and we raised over £133 for
also an opportunity to buy cakes and
the Charity. Paddy, one of our Year 4
produce to take home. This month we
pupils, completed a sponsored silence
are looking forward to the school
11
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Christmas Fair which is on the 14th
November (see advert on page 11).
This is a lovely opportunity for the
whole school to come together with
the wider community for some early
festive cheer. We do hope to see you
there.
We are now looking forward to the
second half of the term and the run up
to Christmas and all the exciting things
we have planned.
Aimee Dear - Head teacher

Easton Poplars Consultation
meeting
Fifteen Easton residents gathered at
dusk on the 24th September to hear
what John Durnell of the Wildlife Trust
had to say about the poplars that Bill
and Lucy Collis are considering taking
down. We came armed with our
questions and nervousness about taking
out all the poplars at once.
The concerns could be grouped into
three main areas:

The impact on our landscape
and view across the valley

Perception of increased flood
risk to residents closest to the
trees

Possible greater noise from the
motorway
Here is a short version of John’s
answers.
The landscape impact – he said that
this is something that is personal to
each of us. Once the group had
walked down to the trees we could see
through them to Simon Ffennell’s land
bordering the river where there is an
attractive mixed treescape of willow,
hawthorn, ash and other native trees,
and we could start to imagine how it
might look without the poplars. Bill &
Lucy explained that they intended to

let the native trees grow up in place of
the poplars and to plant more
appropriate trees and to allow part of
the field to revert to natural floodplain
flora.
Flood risk – the trees take up almost
no water in the winter when
groundwater levels are at their highest.
And even in the summer the amount of
water the trees take up is negligible
compared to the vast reservoir of
water that flows down the river valley
under our feet in the chalk aquifer. He
assured us that taking out the trees
would make no difference to the water
levels apart from perhaps directly
beneath them.
Motorway/road noise – he explained
that the poplars were probably having
very little mitigating effect on noise.
They have a very sparse understorey,
which is the level at which the noise
travels. So lower, bushier trees would
be a better bet. He also said that
research showed that trees did not
make a big difference overall to noise
reduction.
A strong reason for removing some of
the poplars for bordering residents is
that some of the trees are over mature
and unsafe; but John felt the main
reason for taking out all the trees was
that the Upper Itchen Valley is one of
very few chalk wetland habitats in the
UK that isn’t intensively farmed right
up to the river banks. By taking out
trees that were planted in the 1960s as
a cash crop which was never harvested,
we will be restoring native flora and
fauna.
Personally I am, on balance, in favour of
felling. I do, however, remain
concerned that the recent enforced
reduction in native tree cover in SSSI
conservation areas of the valley is too
robust and for Easton potentially
exposing the motorway unnecessarily
13

OCEAN GUTTERING SERVICES
AND ROOFING
Gutter Maintenance and Repair
Roofing Repair
New Felt Roofing
Lead Roofing
80 High Street, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 9AT
PHONE:
01962
885928
Tel. 01962
779690
www.guttering.uk.com
www.ocean-roofing.co.uk

AVAILABLE TO HIRE:
The STUDIO AND/OR
Consulting Room
@ hourly rates
Central Alresford with Car
Parking
www.thestudioalresford.com
TEL: 07771 522665 /
07734 425430

Sally Hogg
Pilates @ the Studio
26a,The Dean, Alresford

Small class numbers and individual
support –
For further details:
call/text Sally Hogg on
07771 522665
sallyhogg@btinternet.com
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PETER G FISHER
GAS SAFE registered 219242

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Engineer
33 Victoria Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7FY

Phone 02380 600834
Mobile 07860 401304
Credit and debit cards accepted

to view. It is therefore encouraging
that Simon Fennell is for the time being
able to maintain mature indigenous
cover beside the to-be-removed
poplars. The risk of exposing Easton to
an open view across the valley to
Martyr Worthy is not therefore in
question.
John also explained that for operational
reasons it made sense to take all the
trees down at once. They are coming
to the end of their natural life and once
some trees go, the rest would be more
exposed and are very likely to fall
down in an uncontrolled and dangerous
way. If the work goes ahead it would
happen in autumn of 2016 when water
levels should be at their lowest to
reduce damage to the surrounding
area.
After an hour, the group dispersed
feeling much more positive about
Easton without the poplars. Lucy
Collis is the person to contact if you
would like to know more or have
further feedback to give.
Many thanks to Bill and Lucy for giving
us the opportunity to comment.
Frits Janssen

shelters of an
interesting design as
well. The one at the
end of Easton Lane
should help improve
sight lines for traffic,
especially those
turning right onto the B3047.
Eventually we may manage to replace
all the shelters but seeing the time and
effort needed to get the first three,
please be patient.
Several members of the Council have
been working hard to produce a
document submitting our views on the
South Downs National Park Authority
proposals which were put out for
consultation recently. As the proposals
are for up to the year 2032, this is an
important matter. Given that the time
between receiving the proposal
document and the date for final
submissions was not long this has not
been an easy task. The tight timetable
has resulted in a lot of work and more
than one extra meeting. How much
notice will be taken of our comments
and submissions only time will tell.
Patrick Appleby, Parish Council Chairman.

Parish Council Report

Letter from the Rectory.

At last we have some action. New
covers have been fitted to the storm
water drains on the north side of the
B3047 Martyr Worthy. It should now
be safer to walk along that side of the
road. However it will still be better
under most circumstances to use the
pavement on the south side.
Another sign of progress is that activity
on the new bus shelters can now be
seen. At the time of writing three old
ones have gone and small enclosures
for litter bins have been put up. It can
only be hoped that by the time this is
read that there will be three new

Thanksgiving
A few years ago, when we were living
in Coventry, we were invited to dinner
to celebrate Thanksgiving with an
American couple called Angela and
Chris who were part of our church. I
was very keen to go as I knew that
Angela was a fantastic cook. It was a
very special evening. The food was
absolutely delicious, but the most
special part of the evening was when
Angela and Chris invited each of the
guests to look back over the year and
say what we would like to give thanks
for. I knew that a number of us at that
15

dinner had faced
some tough times
during the year,
but as we went
round the table,
we all realised that
we had significant
things to give
thanks for. Some things were small,
other things were life changing, but we
all had something to say.
I was reminded of this meal when we
celebrated Harvest in our church
services this year. Each of our
churches was decorated with the most
beautiful flowers and decorations. It
was particularly special to have the
Itchen Abbas School Harvest Service at
St John’s and to welcome the children,
parents, teachers and staff. The
children sang beautifully. I spoke to the
children about how in Old Testament
times the Israelites had a special festival
to thank God for all the crops that
they had grown in the year. In the
New Testament, in Luke’s gospel, we
read the story of ten men who had
leprosy calling out to Jesus to have pity
on them. Jesus heals each one of them
and sends them off to the priests to be
declared clear of the disease. What is
extraordinary is that only one man
came back and said thank you to Jesus.
In our Harvest services we had the
opportunity to say thank you to God
for our food and for the people who
grow it and prepare it. But I know that
I have so much more to thank God for
than this. The Thanksgiving meal that
we celebrated with friends in Coventry
reminded me of this. The apostle
James in the Bible claims that every
good gift has its source in God (James
1.17). It can be so easy to focus on
our problems and what we don’t have,
but somehow saying thank you helps to
lift our spirits. When somebody says
16

thank you to us, it gives us pleasure
and joy. But more than that, it is also
good for us as we remember all the
positive things in our lives.
Amanda Denniss

Winchester
Constituency
Update
As the evenings
draw in, May’s
General Election seems like a long time
ago but it’s worth remembering it is
only five months since the Government
was elected. Our approach since then
has been rather old-fashioned; to set
about delivering the manifesto upon
which we were elected. That includes
further raising the income tax limit,
publishing a Bill to deliver 30-hours of
free childcare a week, funding our NHS
by an extra £8bn, legislating for that EU
referendum and introducing for the
first time a National Living Wage.
One subject which receives rather less
coverage, although I am thrilled to say
that looks set to change, is prison
reform. Prison is a service run by the
state that all too often fails and locks in
poverty as a result. Half of all criminals
reoffend within a year of being released
while as many go into prison with no
qualifications and come out little
better. Furthermore, all the problems
that may have led them to that life,
drug addiction, mental health issues,
family breakdown, remain unchanged.
My view is that we simply cannot go on
with this level of state failure and we
can’t afford to either. Let’s remember,
Britain has the highest level of
incarceration in Europe and it’s costing
you and me some £30,000 a year per
prisoner. As the Prime Minister said in
his conference speech last month; “we

NEW FARM MOTOR
SERVICES LTD
New Farm Road, Alresford SO24 9QE
01962 732338

FREE COLLECTION
COURTESY CARS

M.O.T. Testing Centre
Class 7 Vans from 3000 to 3500 kg
Class 4 Cars and vans up to 3000 kg
All makes cars & vans serviced and repaired
Horseboxes, lorries and campers up to 7500 kg
serviced and prepared for plating tests

Handcrafted Kitchens
Handmade Furniture
Wood Floors
Wood Floor Sanding
Unit 1 Wessenden Business Centre,
Prospect Road, Alresford, Hampshire,
SO24 9QB Tel: 01962 733016
Email: info@alresfordinteriors.co.uk
Web: www.alresfordinterors.co.uk

L.P.G.A. Approved
Autogas conversions
www.amsautogas.com

CERTIFICATED ENGINEERS
RECOVERY AVAILABLE

PRESTIGE
CARS
of
ALRESFORD
Private
Available
For
Private
HireHire
Available
For Airports,
Airports
– Theatres
–
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Terminals
and Train Stations
Restaurants
Any Journey Undertaken
Any Journey Undertaken
0196201962
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732111
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D . B a rk e r & S o n

G O L D S M IT H S & S IL V ER S M IT H S

T r a d itio n a l F a m ily J e w e lle r s
F u ll R e p a ir a n d R e s to r a tio n S e r vic e to
J e w e lle r y, W a tc h e s a n d C lo c ks .
H a n d & H e ra ld ic E n g r a vin g
Va lu a tio n s U n d e r ta k e n o n th e P r e m is e s
4 0 a W e s t Str e e t, A lr es f o r d
Te l: 0 1 9 6 2 7 3 2 2 0 0
w w w .d b a r k e r a nd s o n .c o .u k
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have got to get away from the sterile
lock-’em-up or let-’em-out debate,
and get smart about this.” Yes!
Regular readers will know I served on
the powerful Justice Select
Committee for much of the last
Parliament and it was there that my
interest in this subject was
fuelled. And it was a trip with that
committee to Texas, in 2013, which
showed there is a smarter way. I
wrote about it at the time, for this
magazine and in my column for the
local newspaper.
Of course I believe if you’ve
committed a crime, punishment must
follow and when it’s serious enough,
that must mean prison. However, my
trip to the States taught me we
should not confuse the 30% of
offenders we are scared of with the
70% we are mad at. If we invest in
rehabilitation more than punishment
alone, we will reduce recidivism rates
in this country as they have
dramatically done in Texas.
It’s not about letting them out and
throwing open the prison doors, but
it is about slowing down the rate they
are coming in. I believe it’s the right
thing to do, it’s the Christian thing to
do and it will save us a fortune. I
predict this is going to be a big area of
social reform in the next five years
and am actively discussing ideas with
Justice Secretary, Michael Gove so
watch this space. You can read more
via; www.stevebrine.com/texas
You can find more information about
my wider work as your local MP, in
Winchester and the constituency, via
www.stevebrine.com or on 01962
791110.
Steve Brine MP for Winchester
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Valley Ramblings...
This Walk starts from the Cricketer’s
Inn car park. It’s about 6 km and will
take about 1 hour and 10 minutes. It’s
pretty easy walking all on footpaths or
road and only kissing gates to go
through (no stiles) although pram
pushers beware, I’m not sure you can
get a pram through all the gates.
Route:
Turn right out of the Cricketers car
park and head north out of Easton
towards the B3047. Go over two
bridges and just before you reach
Newbridge Cottage, turn right down
the footpath with Newbridge Cottage
and its garden on the left and the river
on your right.
Go through a kissing gate and carry on
to the bottom corner of the field. Do
not go straight on (over the little stile)
but turn left up the hill. Halfway up the
hill turn right through an opening/gate
following the signpost to St Swithun’s
Way onto a very narrow path along
the side of a small field containing
chickens.
You will reach tarmac with Martyr
Worthy Church and its wall on your
left. B When you reach the end of
the driveway turn left up the hill
towards the main road (B3047), leaving
Riverbank Nursery on your right.
When you reach the Martyr Worthy
War Memorial, cross the main road
(CARE!) and head straight on up the
lane, passing the driveway to Martyr
Worthy Place on the right.
As you reach Garage Cottages on the
right, turn left through a gap (near the
crest of an old bridge) and zig zag
down the path onto the old railway line
from Winchester to Alresford. C
Follow the path eastwards for about a
mile until it comes to a dead end

C
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where you turn right up a slight hill and
through a kissing gate. Passing houses/
drives on the left and right, this takes
you down to the B3047 opposite
Larchwood. Here, turn right and stay
on the verge until you see Down
House on the opposite side of the road
and cross over there. D
Walk along the verge and turn
diagonally left through a kissing gate,
heading down the field, with vines in a
field to your left.
Once you reach the bottom (through
the gate), you will see the Itchen Beach
(or Cowdown) in front of you (a
shallow piece of river with a bank
running down to it). Turn right here,
through a kissing gate and along a
narrow alleyway with a wall on the left
and fence/fields on the right. This
takes you to Chilland. E
You pop out of here down a couple of
steps and onto the road. Turn left, pass
The Mill House on your right and
follow the large signpost to The
Chilland Mill. Continue over the bridge
and follow the path through the water
meadows until you reach another
bridge and the road (between Avington
and Easton).

Turn right here and continue for about
half a mile along the road into Easton.
You will turn a left hand bend and go
past the Chestnut Horse on your right
and further on, a red telephone box on
your left.
Continue on, around the right hand
bend and along the road past Grasmere
on your left and the Mould and
Thompson garage. You will see the
Cricketers ahead of you on the right.
You’ve made it!!!
For info: armed with a Fit-bit this
burned 444 calories and took 7,909
steps
Lucy Wolfe

Everyman Cinema
Following her father’s diagnosis with
dementia, Avington resident Fiona
McIntosh had the idea that a dementiafriendly screening of a popular film
would be a great benefit for both the
person with dementia and the carer.
She contacted Itchen Abbas residents,
Steve and Jan Gapper, owners of Home
Instead in Alresford, who thought that
it was a great idea and offered help to
organise and run the event.
Following six weeks of planning, the
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It’s getting dark again
The same sentence is written in both the
following boxes.

I HOPE YOU CAN SEE ME
AT NIGHT WHEN I AM
OUT WALKING ON A
COUNTRY LANE
I HOPE YOU CAN SEE ME
AT NIGHT WHEN I AM
OUT WALKING ON A
COUNTRY LANE
Everyman Cinema in Winchester
hosted a dementia-friendly screening
of Singin’ In The Rain on Wednesday
23rd September.
The event was a huge success and
guests enjoyed tea or coffee and cake
on arrival and were escorted to their
seats and looked after by Home
Instead staff and the wonderful team
at Everyman cinema. Guests were
singing along and a great time was had
by all.
Everyman Cinema will be hosting a
further screening of a classic film on
20th November. For more details
contact Home Instead on 01962
736681.
Steve Gapper
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Please don’t wear black when out at
night time.
Vernon Tottle.

Tiddler Joke of the month
Q: Why did the horse want to cross
the road?
A: To get to the naaaybours!,
From Amelie 7 and Maja 4, Martyr
Worthy

Itchen Valley Church Services
Sunday 1st November
8am
BCP Holy Communion
10am
All Age Service
11am
Matins
6pm
All Souls Service

Avington
Martyr Worthy
Easton
Itchen Abbas

Sunday 8th November
8am
BCP Holy Communion
10.50am
Remembrance
6pm
Peace Communion

Easton
Itchen Abbas
Easton

Sunday 15th November
8am
BCP Holy Communion
10am
Parish Communion
6pm
Evensong

Martyr Worthy
Easton
Avington

Sunday 22nd November
8am
BCP Holy Communion
10am
Parish Communion
6pm
Taize

Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy
Easton

Sunday 29th November
8am
BCP Holy Communion
10am
Parish Communion
6pm
Advent Carols

Martyr Worthy
Avington
Easton

Ministry Team
Rector
Rev Amanda Denniss
779832
amandadenniss@gmail.com
Curate
Rev Alex Pease
793063
rev@ampease.co.uk
Curate
Rev Rebecca Fardell
809264
rebecca.itchenvalley@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Ministers
Mr Tony Gaster
779110
tonygaster@btinternet.com
Mr Gerry Stacey
620263
gstacey@easynet.co.uk
Parish website: http://itchenvalleychurches.org.uk/
Itchen Valley Churchwardens
St Mary’s Easton: Anna Burness 779993, Theo Mezger 07775 908014
St John’s Itchen Abbas: Charlotte Appleby 779778, Tony Gaster 779110
St Swithun’s Martyr Worthy: Andrew Impey 779645, Robin Greenwood 779540
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Acts of Remembrance 2015
10.00 Avington
10.15 Easton
10.30 Martyr Worthy

10.45 Itchen Abbas followed by service

Fauré’s Requiem on
Remembrance Sunday
On Sunday 8th November the Choir of
the Itchen Valley will be singing Fauré’s
Requiem - a performance integrated
into a candlelit Communion Service at
St Mary’s Church, Easton starting at
6pm. Don’t miss this opportunity on
Remembrance Sunday to hear this
much-loved work given in a liturgical
context.
David Truslove, Director of Music

Jackie’s County
Corner
This month is about
Transformation
to 2017 for
Hampshire County Council with the
unwelcome prospect of more
swingeing cuts and the possible
devolution for Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight.
The Government cut to the county’s
rate support grant will mean a 14.4%
reduction in income as Hampshire
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starts the 2017 year. In an effort to be
fair, the executive decided to cut all
departments by the same percentagewhich results in a £45m reduction in
Adult Services and a £23m in
Children’s services, the remainder of
the £98m being in roads, transport
subsidies and countryside management.
I know this will have an impact on all
departments. Library services will
inevitably be under the spotlight again.
The new Chief Executive of Hampshire
from 1st November, John Coughlan, has
a hard task ahead of him to keep
morale and quality of services up whilst
keeping costs down. One exciting
venture is the construction of
secondary school places needed for
our children - which follows on from
expanding the number of primary
places by 8,000 in the five years up to
2018. In a decade or so, we will need
homes for these now-grown-up
children. The plans for 76,000 more
homes in Hampshire will go some way
to achieving that. Where should they
be, what sort of tenure and what will
be the transport and infrastructure
needed to support them? This is the
sort of challenge that could be
answered by working together under
the powers granted by Devolution.
Proposals from Hampshire for
devolution are under consideration,
and having a Mayor may be required by
the government for managing our own
affairs in this county. Should we have a
Mayor of Hampshire? What do you
think? What powers should they have?
How will the new organisation speak
with the larger Government bodies
such as rail and environment? And who
will pay for the election, which will cost
more than £1.2m just for the polling
alone.
I was recently talking to our Police &
Crime Commissioner who was elected

four years ago this month. As our
current Commissioner for Hampshire,
Simon Hayes has been proactive in his
work with young people, as I know
from his work with us at the charity
Street Reach. I sincerely hope that any
mayor would consider this part of the
role important even if young people
don’t have a vote yet.
Finally, if you signed up to Ailsa
Burkimshaw-Sadler’s petition to add
mother’s names onto marriage
certificates, I am afraid that to date,
despite promises, nothing has happened
yet. Ailsa’s trying again. Please support
her.
This story is repeated in the plans to
offer part time season tickets. The
‘Fares Fair’ campaign reports that is still
nowhere on the horizon. If you work or
study part time, I would be interested
to hear how you fare on public
transport; maybe it’s something that
devolution plans should tackle?
Jackie Porter 01962 791054
jackie@jackieporter.co.uk
The Down House, Itchen Abbas SO21 1AX
Jackie with Ailsa Burkimshaw-Sadler

Itchen
Insight
Name: Karen
Wells
Age: 34
Occupation:
Publican,
shopkeeper,
entrepreneur &
general dog's body
How many years you've lived in
the Valley: 13
Your life in 180 characters: Born
Basingstoke, loving family, educated
Alresford, travelled the world
(twice), dog lover, risk taker, bought
pub (twice) & returned to Alresford,
runner, aunty to amazing niece and
ex-smoker.
Champagne moment: Thrashing
Wolfie and Gordo in the
Southampton Half Marathon
Surprise snippet: Expelled from
Perrin's School in sixth form for
setting off fire alarm!
Passion: My dogs, my pubs and my
holidays
Favourite place in Hampshire:
The Globe, Alresford (01962
7331118)
Best thing about the Valley: The
Chestnut Horse (01962 779257) and
Easton Village Store
Worst thing about the Valley:
People who cut through and don't
stop for a drink, meal or shopping
Favourite Book or Film: The
Alchemist, Paulo Coelho and Bridget
Jones' Diary
This little space could have been a
comment from you. So let’s hear
from you next month—Ed
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Not so Broad Band
I saw the recent article on broadband
and Vodafone Sure Signal and wanted
to comment on the reality of village
broadband in Easton.
I may be an exceptional case as I use
video conferencing a lot as the
development teams I work with are
based around Europe. Therefore I tend
to use more bandwidth than most,
which in turn means I am more
susceptible to congestion on networks
(video is usually lower network priority
than audio, so you spot that going
wrong first).
I also work in innovation in the mobile
phone industry, developing new voice
and instant messaging services that are
designed to work on poor connections,
so I understand a lot of the issues with
getting good coverage. I also test VoIP
extensively at home as well as
downloading a lot of software and
documentation, sometimes multigigabytes when all the Macs in the
house decide to upgrade.
In short, I know a lot about jitter,
latency and packet loss on networks,
both mobile and fixed, and the impact
it has. That makes it much easier for
me to spot problems and work around
them, but low bandwidth is impossible
to fix without upgrades.
One factor to consider is that the
closer you are to the cabinet, the
better the service and the more
bandwidth you can get as there are
fewer network errors. As you get
towards the end of the connection, the
quality of service declines considerably.
So if someone nearer the cabinet starts
using iPlayer more than before, then
those further away will notice a
detrimental impact on their own
connection. Hard luck if you are more
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than quarter of a mile away, you won’t
be getting any bandwidth, even with an
upgrade.
Couple this with changes in consumer
behaviour where live TV is watched far
less by the younger generation and
bandwidth consumption just keep going
up. Our children treat fast connections
as an essential item, my own daughters
feel totally cut off when they come
home because our connections in the
village are so poor compared to what
they are used to in towns. New TVs
and radios expect to connect to the
internet and stream content.
Computers upgrade on a regular basis
and Chromebook and IoT devices can’t
work without a connection. Demand
keeps going up.
To add to this we now have Vodafone
taking a chunk of the available
bandwidth for their femtocell providing
additional coverage. Great for those
people on Vodafone, bad for everyone
else. Our trickle of bandwidth just got
smaller.
The final nail in the coffin for me
though is that we have been shunted to
the back of the queue for fibre
upgrades. I have been talking to
Hampshire Broadband for a while now
and they confirmed to me that it will
be 2018 before we get upgraded to
fibre and expected speeds won’t be
that high anyway. By then the demands
for bandwidth will have increased again
as our families require more and more
for education, entertainment and
communication, so it we’ll be back to
square one: Not enough bandwidth.
Why did this happen? Because not
enough people in the village raised
broadband speeds as a problem, so not
only did we miss the first wave, we
weren’t considered important enough
to do until last. It’s our fault.
So whilst you may not care about

watching Strictly on catch-up or holding
a 9-way conference call, consider this:
poor broadband can subtract £10K
from the value of your house.
Broadband speed is included in most
online search tools for new homes and
it will impact you when you come to sell
your home. It’ll also impact your
children’s education and their
friendships. Finally, it makes it very hard
to work from home or conduct a local
business.
In my own view, broadband in Easton is
a disaster.
Paul Beardow
Chief Technology Officer, Libon

notice when they change colour, with
sunshine or rain. Because if nothing
else they give us a clue as to what
season it is and we British, we love
the seasons!
Our verges are a link between our
local farmland, river, houses and our
daily activity. They are a transitional
important habitat for wildlife between
the countryside, well managed by the
landowners, and man-made
structures. With a little thought to
get to know our verges, they could
become better, with more visible
flowers throughout the warmer
months and a haven for insects, birds,

Our wild valley
I spy with my little eye! In heavy traffic
you might find many a botanist staring
out the window to search the verges
for orchids, rare hybrid plants, garden
escapes and pretty flowers. In our car
this usually takes the form of 'I spy'. I
must admit this mostly includes diggers
from the boy, Mitsubishi land rovers
from Tom but the girl and I have been
on fire already this Autumn with conker
trees, windy poplars, big daisies, apple
trees, ragwort, biggest hedge in the
world, dinosaur fence, new bus shelters,
and even hazelnuts. The flowers, trees
and animal life one can spot in a traffic
jam increases exponentially I'm sure,
once you get your eye in: deer,
pheasants!
It is this detail, this attention to our
immediate surroundings that gives us
our home, and the inclination to care
for it. Robert Macfarlane explains our
duty of care for our wild places and
home with great clarity in 'Landmarks'
and suggests if you can give a name to
something you will remember it, cherish
it and look after it. We might not really
'look at' our verges, but we probably

reptiles and small mammals. 'Plantlife'
has begun a national campaign this
year to inform and encourage all
management of verges to be
wildflower conducive, which includes
cutting the swards later in the year
after flowering. A few of us are
starting to work out a plan to get
more flowers out there on our
verges all summer, not only to
brighten up our car journeys but also
turn them into mini bio-diversity hot
spots! Watch this space!
Please SEE out the window/bike/
horse/push chair and report back
anything of interest!
Sophie Rogers
2
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EMWCC Junior Presentation
Night
Young cricketers celebrated a
successful season for Easton and
Martyr Worthy CC at the annual
junior presentation evening on
Saturday 26th September.
Nearly 150 children, coaches and
parents gathered at Easton’s village hall
to see awards given to players from the
U9 to U15 age groups.
Each team member received a medal
and there were individual trophies
awarded for batting, bowling and
fielding as well as two main awards.
The Dave Purse Award for Best Junior
Cricketer went to Itchen Abbas 14year-old Will Wickham as batsman/
keeper for the U15s and Academy/3rd
XI side. The Eric Thompson Spirit of
Cricket Award went to U9A Best All
Rounder, Fred Trinder.
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And five teenagers received long
service awards, including Itchen Abbas
15-year-olds, Will Upcraft and Arthur
Lee, who have played for the club since
they were eight. There were many
other awards for Itchen Valley players,
pictured in order are Will Wickham,
Jasper Hanson, Isaac Low, Barnaby
Powell, Sky Mitchell, Will Upcraft,
Hughie Lewis, Joey Mitchell & Ruby
Lee.
All teams had some great wins with the
U13s and U15s having a particularly
good year. The younger side won the
Winchester Warriors A league while
the U15s were unbeaten in their B
league also to lift the trophy. Both
teams went to
a presentation
evening at the
Ageas Bowl
where
Hampshire
Captain, Jimmy
Adams,
presented
their shields.
Juniors’
organiser

Lee Mead
Sunday 8

Carmen
Wed 18 - Sat 21

Spitfire Sisters

Thursday 26

GREENWOOD THERAPIES
ALRESFORD
Holistic Massage and Bodywork
For complete well-being
carol@greenwood-therapies.com

07780 953143
Local Fresh Flower Gifts to Delight
Circles, Garlands, Door Wreaths made to
individual requests

Floral Design Gifts
Contact Amanda Rember to
discuss your order

07791 733002

floraldesigngifts @yahoo.co.uk
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Adrian Lee reflected on the year: “We
had over 120 boys and girls, in four age
groups, attending our weekly coaching
sessions and matches. This was only
possible with the volunteer support of
legions of parents and the generous
backing of our sponsor, Creative
Catering and Marquees. “ He added: “It
was particularly rewarding to see not
only the club’s first girls team in action
but also a large number of our juniors
playing at senior level for our
Academy/3rd XI side.”
Itchen Valley award winners:
Itchen Abbas:
U9B Best Batsman Jasper Hanson; Best
Fielder Ruby Lee
U15 Best Bowler and Long Service
Award Will Upcraft; Best Batsman and
Dave Purse Award Will Wickham
U15 Long Service Award Arthur Lee
Avington
U9B Emerging Player Hughie Lewis
U11A Best Bowler Isaac Low
Easton
U13 Best All Rounder Joey Mitchell
U15 Emerging Player Sky Mitchell
Tracy Wickham

A party at Princes Mead
The headmistress of Princes Mead,
Penelope Kirk, kindly invited some of
the Valley residents to a drinks party at
Princes Mead School, with the
opportunity to see round the school
and the lovely building.
The drinks and canapés were very
welcome, but the most fun was being
shown round by enthusiastic children
in their final year (aged 10 or 11). We
must have seen every nook and cranny!
The current house was completed in
1820, and has been very well converted
for use as a school, with the awkward
space in the semi basement utilised as
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the dining room. The classrooms are
full of colour and interest and looked
very tempting. Clearly there is ample
space outside, although we didn’t
venture far.
Two things stood out for me. First, the
special cushion for wriggly bottoms –
rather like a cushion-sized waterbed, I
think the idea is that even when you
wriggle, your hands and eyes stay
steady. Second, there are three
‘houses’, and one of the ways in which
they compete is to see who can waste
the least food at lunchtime – the
children can choose how much they
want on their plate, and any leftovers
are weighed. What a wonderful way to
teach children to value their food!
It was a pleasure to meet the
Headmistress and Bursar, staff,
governors and children, and to enjoy
the company of such a spirited
community.
Verity Coleman

“Cake, Tea and Great Big
Birds” or the WI at Wield
It may seem a bit of a heresy reporting
on the WI meeting of a group outside
the valley, but I just have to let you
know about the talk given by Ashley
Smith (and his wife operating the
projector) about the Hawk
Conservancy near Andover.
The five of us from Easton WI who
accepted the invitation to the talk and,
joy of joys, cake and tea, were very
glad we had done so.
We were given a potted history of the
Hawk Conservancy. It was started by
Ashley’s parents Reg and Hilary who
realised during the early 60’s that their
22 acre farm was not economically
viable. At the time, Reg had a second
job as a reporter on local radio,

interviewing “local country people”.
This led to a stint on the ITV
Children’s programme HOW with
Fred Dinenage, talking about the
animals that he and his family kept.
The arrival of an albino badger got him
onto Blue Peter. The animal never
actually appeared as at the appointed
time it was busy biting the finger of an
injudicious researcher!
With all the publicity, they decided that
they would use their love of and
empathy for animals and open a Zoo.
That was in 1965 and on their first
weekend they had 900 visitors!
I do not have the time here to detail all
the funny stories Ashley regaled us
with, but I hope we might get him to
visit Easton WI so that more of us can
enjoy his talk.
May I take this opportunity to let you
know that the meeting on 12th
November is open to all. Mr Stephen
Welles is going to talk about the Magic
Circle and baffle us with some magic of
his own. Do come to the hall at
Easton at 7.30.
Sarah Robinson

Harvest in the Itchen Valley
When Vernon and I came to live in the
Itchen Valley almost thirty years ago,
celebrating the Harvest was one of the
highlights of the annual calendar. The
churches were fully decorated with
beautiful floral arrangements, enhanced
by large quantities of produce grown
by the local residents, sheaves of corn,
and always a harvest loaf. They really
looked stunning.
One year we had so much produce on
display in Itchen Abbas church that it
had to be locked. So when we took
my mother and aunt round to view the
church in all its glory, Vernon had to
return home for his church key in

order to let us in.
The Monday following the Harvest
Service all the produce was packed up
and distributed amongst the elderly
residents living in the local council
houses.
In addition to the various harvest
church services, we always had a
Harvest Supper which was very well
attended by the local residents. At the
time we had two Rectors in the Itchen
Valley – Ron McCloud serving Itchen
Abbas and Avington and Alec Knight in
charge of Easton and Martyr Worthy so two events usually took place in the
respective village halls.
For a number of years in Itchen Abbas,
June Hurst-Brown and her team of
helpers cooked up a delicious meal for
us all and during the latter years
Vernon provided some entertainment
to enhance the evening. All good things
must come to an end and we then had
a very successful bring and share
supper accompanied by Adrienne
Edgerley-Harris on her bagpipes plus
some very enjoyable Scottish dancing.
The following three years were
celebrated by Harvest Lunches for a
change with the residents of Easton
and Martyr Worthy joining in.
Following the reordering of Easton
church in 2008, it was decided to have
a Benefice Harvest Supper in that
church. This great success was
29

repeated the following year.
A return to Itchen Abbas village hall
the next year for an excellent Benefice
Harvest Supper was accompanied by
entertainment on a food theme with
participants including our then new
Rector Andrew Micklefield and his wife
Fiona.
For the next three years Harvest
Lunches were held alternately in Easton
and Itchen Abbas village halls. In 2014,
for a change, Avington held a Harvest
Flower Festival in their church
culminating in a tea outside in the
churchyard on the Sunday afternoon
which proved most enjoyable and we
were blessed with lovely warm sunny
weather throughout the weekend.
The Harvest season today isn’t what it
used to be with plentiful food available
all year round in the supermarkets.
This is perhaps reflected in the absence
this year of any organised Harvest Meal
and in scaled down decorations of the
churches.
Things aren’t what they used to be!
Arminel Tottle

Faberge Eggs
A Talk by John C Benjamin in aid of
Cancer Research UK.
Friday 20th November 2015 at
Itchen Abbas Village Hall 7 for 7.30pm
Tickets £15
Drinks and nibbles, Raffle
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For tickets please apply to;
Mrs Sara Nangle, Jackdaws, Beauworth,
01962 771617
saranangle@hotmail.co.uk
cheques payable to “Friends of
Alresford Cancer Research UK”
John Benjamin, FGA DGA, began his
career in 1972 at Cameo Corner, the
celebrated Bloomsbury jewellers, wellknown for its unrivalled stock of
ancient, Renaissance, 18th and 19th
century jewellery. After qualifying as a
fellow of the Gemmological
Association, he gained the
Association’s diamond diploma with
distinction and joined Phillips Fine Art
Auctioneers as a cataloguer and valuer.
In 1999 he established his own
independent jewellery consultancy,
John C. Benjamin Limited.
John Benjamin is a freeman of the
Goldsmiths’ Company and Freeman of
the City of London. He is a fellow of
the National Association of
Goldsmiths’ Institute of Registered
Valuers and lectures on a wide range of
jewellery related topics in the UK and
overseas. John is also a long-standing
contributor to BBC Television’s everpopular Antiques Roadshow.
Penelope Kellie

Locally sourced Hampshire food
from breakfast to dinner
Two course menu for just £11
before 7.30 pm Monday to Friday
Weekend food:
Sat 12 - 9.30 Sun 12 - 7

Large garden for
summer drinking and dining

Tel: 01962 779191
www.theploughitchenabbas.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING WITH NO VAT!!!
*Carpet and rug cleaning
*Upholstery cleaning

01962 733602

*Protective treatments

07799 403867

*Leather furniture cleaning

www.martinturvey.co.uk

We can repair unsightly and annoying damage to
your vehicle at a reasonable cost ~ including:
Small to medium dents and scuffs
Collision damage ~ Alloy wheels refurbished
Curbed allow wheels ~ Coded bumpers
Contact: Ray Bradbear Tel: 01962 779828
Mobile: 07950 216856 Email: raybradbear@gmail.com
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Quiz and Supper
A fun quiz to raise funds for the Parish will be held
on

Saturday 14th November at
7.30
in St John’s Church, Itchen Abbas.
Tickets £15 to include an Itchen Valley Special
supper (and you know how good the Itchen Valley
catering team is, thanks to Jill Croft for organising it)
and a glass of wine or soft drink.
Teams of 6-8 – bring your friends from near and far

Tickets from Charlotte (shrubshill@gmail.com)
or Tony (tonygaster@btinternet.com)
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ANDREW SMITH & SON
1793
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
Hampshire’s Leading International
Fine Art & Antiques Auctioneers
• monthly antiques & Interiors sales
• six weekly fine art, antiques & collectables auctions

• achieving World record prices
• global exposure via ‘live’ internet bidding
• regular contributors to BBC’s ‘Flog It!’ and ‘The Antiques Road Trip’
Contact us for details of our;
• complete property & contents valuation services for
Sale -- Insurance - Probate - Family division

• free valuation advice for auction sale
• complete house clearance
www.andrewsmithandson.com

THE AUCTION ROOMS, MANOR FARM, ITCHEN STOKE,
WINCHESTER SO24 0QT
Tel: 01962 735988 email: auctions@andrewsmithandson.com

Specialising in you

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Cosmetic Acupuncture

SHARON BRADBEAR
BSc (Hons) Lic Ac MBAcC
07951 501594
www.hantsacu.co.uk

Alresford . Southampton

SHAUN
BARNEY
Professional
Painter & Decorator
Local Tradesman with
20 years experience
Competitive
Rates
Quality Work
Fully Insured
01962 864033
07928 027618
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AVINGTON PARK

Stunning venue for weddings,
meetings and corporate
events.
Open to the public May to
September.
01962 779 260

THE

COUNTRY

HOUSE

COMPANY

Property Sales I Lettings I Management
02392 632 275 countryhousecompany.co.uk

Warner & Richardson Solicitors
Warner & Richardson was founded over 200 years ago and has built a reputation for personal
service and high quality advice. With the longest record of service of any Winchester firm we are
committed to providing innovative solutions to our clients’ problems and needs based on a strong
foundation of local knowledge, experience and pragmatic advice.
Private Client Services
Property and Conveyancing
Wills, Probate and Trusts
Business Client Services
Commercial Property and Business Leases
Agricultural Land
Please see our website at www.wandr.co.uk for further details
29 Jewry Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8RR
Tel 01962 868366 Fax 01962 840607 DX2511 Winchester
Email : lawyers@wandr.co.uk
Website: www.wandr.co.uk
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Easton Village Hall
Ina Williams 779465 or evh.booking@googlemail.com
Regular bookings
MONDAY:
9-10am, 6:30-7:30pm
Authentic Pilates
TUESDAY:
9-10am
Pilates with Emily
4:15 – 8:30pm
Sally Stanyard’s Dance School
WEDNESDAY
9:45 – 11:15am
Moo Music
7–10pm
Panto rehearsal
THURSDAY
9-10am
Pilates with Emily
7-8pm
Sally Stanyard’s Dance School
FRIDAY
9-10am
Authentic Pilates
4-7:30pm
Sally’s Dance & Drama class
SUNDAY
4-6pm
Children’s Panto rehearsal
Other bookings
Mon 2nd
10:00 – 13:00
Bridge Club
Tue 3rd
10:45 – 16:00
Hampshire Garden Trust
Sat 7th
10:30 – 13:30
Children’s party
Sat 7th
18:00 – 21:00
Easton Bonfire & Fireworks Night
Thur 12th
19:00 – 22:00
WI meeting
Sat 21st
12:00 – 24:00
40th Birthday Celebrations
th
Mon 30
12:00 – 17:00
CPRE – Christmas meeting

Martyr Worthy village hall
bookings –

Itchen Abbas & Avington
Village Hall

Lucinda Ffennell 779701 or
simon@ffennell.plus.com
www.itchenvalleyparishcouncil.org.uk
Weekly
Mon – Fri 9–1pm Riverbank School
9–3pm on Mondays
Thur: 7–9.30pm Whist Drive (not
5th)
Other bookings
Tues 3rd – 7pm Itchen valley AGM
Wed 4th – 7pm Whist Drive
Thur 5th – 7pm Parish Council
Mon 9th – 7pm Royal B. L. AGM
Sun 22nd – Sunday School
Sun 29th – 2pm Children’s party

If you would like to book the
IA&A Village Hall, please complete
the online booking form halfway
down the Quote Availability page
on our website
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk
or telephone 07969 113630
Hall Manager: Jo Rheam
manager@iaavillagehall.co.uk
Details of bookings and real-time
availability will soon be available
through our website.. Watch out
for further announcements.
Village hall callbox 01962 791021

35

Martyr Worthy Plant Sale
2016
The 2016 Martyr Worthy Plant Sale is
being held on Saturday 23rd April at
Chilland House. After another
wonderfully supported year in 2014,
we are now looking ahead to next
year’s plant sale. As in previous years,
we would love contributions from the
wonderful and diverse gardens of the
valley.
We are looking for both unusual and
favourite plants that can be propagated
or divided, ready to sell next April. Do
contact us to advise if you are able to
provide plants or cuttings from your
own garden or know where suitable
plants may be available or can provide
some time to assist with dividing and
potting up plants. We would also like
any large plastic flower pots, 2ltrs plus.
We already have masses of small
ones. If you can help with any of the
above then please do contact either
Katherine Impey 779645,
katherine@impey.com or Sophie
Jackson 779764, sophie@chilland.co.uk

Bookworms
Our Endless Numbered Days won
Winchester author Clare Fuller the
2015 Desmond Elliott Prize for debut
fiction. Here, Bookworms looks at this
intriguing tale of a father who takes his
daughter to live with him, in complete
isolation, for 9 years. Can the human
spirit survive such emotional and
physical deprivation?
This book is gripping from the start.
We know that Peggy Hillcoat enjoyed a
relatively normal childhood until the
summer of 1976 when she left home
with her father, not to return until
1985. What happened in those
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intervening years and how has it
affected her? The reader uncovers a
dark and disturbing tale.
Peggy’s last summer at her bohemian
North London home, aged 8, is filled
with long lazy days playing outside with
her father. A survivalist, he teaches her
how to build camps and trap squirrels.

Her mother, Ute, is a German concert
pianist who seems emotionally distant
from both husband and daughter.
Peggy’s father spends his days
stockpiling provisions for impending
nuclear war and discussing survival
strategies with like-minded friends.
One day, when Ute leaves for a
concert tour, Peggy and her father go
on ‘holiday’. They arrive at a remote
hut in a German forest – Die Hutte –
where her father confesses that the
rest of the world has disappeared and
everyone, including her mother, is
dead.
Peggy adapts remarkably well at first,

adopting the new name of Punzel (after
Rapunzel), symbolising her gothic fairy
tale like existence. Her father, excited
by the purity and beauty of their
solitary life, explains: “Dates only make
us aware of how numbered our days
are, how much closer to death we are
for each one we cross off. From now
on, Punzel, we’re going to live by the
sun and the seasons. Our days will be
endless.”
This book is a fascinating look at how
little human beings might need to
survive. They have the bare essentials:
food; water; shelter; and, perhaps most
importantly of all, imagination. For
example, to fill the silence of their
solitary world, the father painstakingly
builds Peggy a piano – one that relies
on her to mimic the sounds each note
would make as she carefully places her
fingers on the roughly made keys.
Our Endless Numbered Days is an
impressive and well-written novel and,
despite some pacing issues at the end,
is difficult to put down. The reader is
hooked by the increasing tension
between Peggy and her father and
longs to know how she escapes and
whether she can ever adapt to normal
life. The book also raises lots of
complex psychological questions, such
as how adaptable are children to
change and trauma in their life? Can
parents successfully brainwash
intelligent children into believing
anything? What does isolation do to an
adult?
Bookworms spotted the twist before it
came at the end but this didn’t spoil
the denouement. However, there is a
sense that the ending would make a
good beginning for a whole new area of
exploration of Peggy’s future with Ute
and the little brother who was born
after she left. Bookworms awards 4 out
of 5.

Local monthly information
Waste collections in November
Black bins and green bags on Friday
13th and 27th. Green bins on Friday 6th
and 20th.
Library
Visiting on Friday 20th November.
Itchen Abbas 11am Easton 11.45 am
Cameo
On Tuesday 17th November.
67 Bus operated by Stagecoach
School term timetable operates for
the whole of November
Weekdays to Winchester:
07:53 09:23 11:23 13:23 16:23 17:23
Weekdays to Alresford:
09:19 11:19 13:19 15:19 17:11
18:09
Saturday service (same for the whole
month)
Towards Winchester:
08:23 11:23 14:23 17:23
Towards Alresford:
09:19 12:19 15:19 18:09
No Sunday service
All times shown are at Itchen Abbas.
Times are 5 minutes later (or earlier)
at Easton
Personal Ironing Service
If you are looking for help with ironing the
Personal Ironing Service offers you
flexibility, whether you are looking for a
one off load or regular weekly collections.
07810 508594 or 01962 620088 for more
information. Vicki Judson
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ZUMBA
Great music
Great dancing
6.30pm Mondays & 10am Fridays
Itchen Abbas Village Hall
Anyone can do it, everyone should do it!
Friendly classes – all welcome however many left feet you
think you have!
For class details contact Sue Russell on
sue@plays-r-ussell.com
or tel 07947410394
or visit www.zumba-around-winchester.com

Can’t get the hang of
your computer?
One-to-one tuition in your
own home by qualified trainer
Gift tokens available

Call Christine for details on

01962 735359
PLUMBLINE Local
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Alresford Motor Services
New Farm Road

All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

Plumbing & Heating
Friendly, local family run business with
over 20yrs experience and a member of
CHECKATRADE.
Tel: 01962 885511
Mob: 07801 365925
on work undertaken
FOR1 year
ALLguarantee
YOUR PLUMBING
NEEDS
NO JOB TOO SMALL !
NO
JOB TOO SMALL!

Memorials
Building Stonework Restoration

BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd
Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net

CURTAINS and
AUSTRIAN BLINDS
Throw-over bed covers made up from
customer’s own material.
Headboards & dressing tables covered.
Christening gowns made to order.
Tel: Mrs Egleton 01962 779586

SMARTIES

Top quality second-hand clothes
for children aged 0-15
Please contact Andrea on
01962 779553
07743 042753

and join over 500 other Hampshire Mums at Smarties

38

ITCHEN VALLEY B&B
CHILLANDHAM LANE
MARTYR WORTHY
01962 779379
bh@itchenvalleybandb.com
www.itchenvalleybandb.com

App Watch
Vivino - your 'Partner in Wine'!
Take a photograph of any wine label to
uncork a world of knowledge from the
biggest community of almost 10 million
wine lovers. Information available
includes reviews, ratings, food pairing
suggestions and pricing. 'Tis soon the
season to be merry and this clever
little app could be your guiding star,
and best of all it's free!
Lucy Wolfe

Alresford Surgery
Flu Clinics: All patients who are aged
65 and over on 31st March 2016, those
who are pregnant or those who have a
chronic illness should have a flu
vaccination. It saves lives, reduces the
effect of illness and reduces hospital
admissions.
The next meeting of the Patient Forum
is due to take place on Thursday 26th
November @ 7.30pm
Phase 2 of our building works is now
complete. All doorways have been
widened; consulting rooms have been
freshly decorated & carpeted, as well as
the hallways having new flooring laid.
We appreciate how patient
you have been whilst this
project has been being
carried out and we hope
you enjoy the Surgery’s
‘new look’.
Our Patient Access Clinic is
designed to support
patients with registering
and using the online system
that we now use for
appointment booking and
repeat prescription
ordering. The next drop in
clinic will be; Tuesday 3rd
November 12 noon-2pm.

On Thursday 26th November the
Dispensary will be closed 1pm-3pm for
vital staff training.

The Practical Gardener
I don’t think I can ever recall gardens
looking so good at this time of the
year. Colours are just amazing. Perhaps
better than that are the autumn daisies
and asters. But many of the annuals are
still hanging in so my advice is to get
out with a camera to record what’s
been good.
I’ve bought a new toy, and you have
heard that before: a 12 step ladder
designed for fruit picking but it’s equally
good for pruning difficult to reach high
shrubs.
It’s a busy time of year removing old
plants, dividing perennials and clearing
leaves. My trusty Billy Goat was
brought from store and started first
pull - great American technology whereas my German Stihl leaf blower
only starts when it wants to. But
leaves, when they rot down, do then
provide vital material for the garden so
this is nature’s recycling, albeit often
with a lot of work.
I’m thinking at this time of year of
future planting, maybe broad beans and
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growing brassicas, pigeons are the
winter menace so I net everything.
Happy gardening, Tony Gaster

Did my email get there?

sweet peas for an early spring start. So
it’s time to clean out the greenhouse,
fumigate and bubble wrap which allows
for an economical frost free
environment. I’m also digging up and
potting geraniums which keep well for
another year and bloom all winter in
our conservatory.
Most of the bugs have left but when
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Emails are wonderful instruments of
communication – so long as the
recipient gets the message. There have
been some instances recently where a
sent email has failed to reach the
relevant inbox. This situation has
prompted the Itchen Valley News to
instigate a receipt system.
Starting last month, when you send an
email to the Itchen Valley News you
will receive an automatic
acknowledgment on the lines of:
Thank you for contacting the Itchen Valley
News. Your email has reached the
magazine’s inbox so please accept this as
an acknowledgment that it has been
received. If we need to contact you about
your email, Verity Coleman, the editor for
the December edition, will be in touch.
If you submit an article for publication
and do not get such a receipt, please
send it again. If you still fail to get a
response, please contact me or
another editor by alternative means – a
phone call usually does the trick.
Please note that to avoid excessive
acknowledgments, if you send
more than one email in any
four day period, you will only
get an automatic response to
the initial email.
Vernon Tottle

COMPLETE
TRANSFORMATION
All types of maintenance work undertaken
Warren Taylor

07794 986256

warren.wlt@gmail.com 01962 779693
1 The Terrace, Easton, Winchester S021 1EG

Cartridge Plus+
Computer
and&Stationery
Com
puter CConsumables
onsumables
Stationery
Printers
Now
Prin
ters N
owAvailable
Available
Also
Pictures,
Frames
&&
Mounts
also
Pictu
res, F
rames
Mounts
3 Stockbridge Road, Winchester
tockbrid
ge RoFax
ad, 01962
Winchester
Tel3 S
01962
877992
877976
Tel: 01962 877992 Fax: 01962 877976
Email:
keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
Email: keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
wwww.cartridge-plus.co,uk
ww.cartridge-plus.co.uk

Clarity Computer
Solutions
Computers, broadband, wireless, networks.
PC & Mac
01962 734750 07808 480344
philip@claritycomputing.co.uk

www.claritycomputersolutions.co.uk

Tom Fisher
Tree Care
A professional local service
Specialist in tree care
Hedge trimming Stump grinding
Garden reclamation
Fully qualified and insured
01962 861891
07725 835715

Hypnotherapy at Studio49
26 The Dean Alresford SO24 9AZ
Stress, anxiety, unwanted habits, relaxation,
Call NOW to book your FREE initial consultation and discover
how Hypnotherapy could HELP YOU

01962 738683 or 07724 010244
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Keylink SAS Ltd
Mercedes, BMW,
Porsche and VAG
servicing & repairs
specialist.
(All other makes too).
Competitive rates, full diagnostics,
MOTs arranged.
Air conditioning service and
repair.
Free collection, delivery or
courtesy car.
www.keylinksas.co.uk
info@keylinksas.co.uk
01256 397150
Unit 15/16 The Calvert Centre
Woodmancott Winchester, SO21 3BN
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High Quality
- Dressmaking
- Restyling
- Alterations
- Repairs

Traditionally made
- Bespoke curtains
- Blinds
- Cushions
- Curtain tracks
& poles
- Fabrics

Call or email us today

2014 UK Garden Machinery
Dealer of the Year

www.georgecanngardenmachinery.co.uk

Blinds & Awnings

Your local self-storage facility





Convenient Location
 Full Range of Unit Sizes
Easy Access
 Commercial and Private Use
Unloading Under Cover
 Short or Long Term
Friendly Staff
 Competitive rates
Contact us for Information and Advice

43

