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WELCOME to the valley news
The fun part of putting together an
edition of the News is gathering
together the content, and a big thank
you to all of you who either write
regularly or send articles and
photographs from time to time – the
News is yours, and it is your
contributions that make it happen. The
bit that I find less fun is putting it all
into the correct format, but I comfort
myself that I learn a whole lot more
about how my computer works every
time I try something new (including
retrieving the whole thing from the
depths of the recycling bin….)
As ever there is plenty of variety in this
month’s edition, and it reminds me yet
again what a wonderful community we
live in and the glorious countryside that
surrounds us. I love the walks in the
Valley, but I admit it has never
occurred to me to walk through the
night, and I am awed by the team who
completed the Trailwalker Challenge
for The Gurkha Welfare Trust.
Congratulations!
The boules season is almost over for
another year, with all four villages
celebrating the season in their own way
– paella and berets being a fine
combination! Many of us have been
spending plenty of time trying to keep
the garden fresh through the last days
of ‘summer’, and Tony Gaster’s tips are
invaluable, and the contribution this
month to the series on My Garden also
includes some stunning photographs.
There is a moving tribute to David
Bishop by his friend Philip WindsorAubrey, and there are two articles with
the younger generation’s views– about
BoomTown and work experience.

Those poplars
are in the News
again, with an
explanation by
the Wildlife Trust about their view of
how the Itchen catchment should be
protected. Do send your view to the
Letters page! The Bookworm is a
wonderfully reliable contributor, and
there is no need to look further for a
good read, but I admit I had not
realised the variety of activities at the
Discovery Centre: there was only
room for a small selection. Finally, I
shall be looking out for the wonderful
chocolate raspberry roulade appearing
at all future Valley celebrations!
Fi and Lucy will be bringing you the
News for October.
Verity Coleman
Itchen Valley News
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What’s On
Easton Fete— Bank Holiday Monday
31st August
Don’t forget! 1.30 - 4.30
From 2nd September — Itchen Valley
Choral Society
This local singing group restarts for
another year on Wednesday 2
September in Itchen Abbas village hall
at 7.45 pm.
This time we will be singing Elgar’s
Dream of Gerontius on Saturday 14
May 2016 in Winchester Cathedral.
Before that we will have our own local
concert in December that will be on an
Old Tyme Music Hall theme with
songs, readings and Gilbert & Sullivan
charades.
If you’ve always fancied singing for fun
and never got round to it, now’s your
chance. Turn up and have a go!
Vernon Tottle
Sunday 6th September – Abbey
Cottage Open afternoon
2-6 pm (weather permitting)
Please join us for a relaxed afternoon
for all the family in the garden. We will
have tea, cake stall, children’s activities,
BBQ, donation bar and some chilled
“unplugged” music from the Band.
Parking will be available.
Any funds raised will be shared with

our local Churches and the Winchester
Night Shelter. Wishing for a sunny day
and to see you there.
David and Sally Parker
Saturday 12th September—Ride and
Stride
In aid of Hampshire & the Islands
Historic Churches Trust.
Contact Vanessa Rosewell 841182
Thursday 1st October—’Bring and
Bling’ Charity Coffee Morning
10.30 -12.30 in Easton Village Hall
You are all warmly invited to this brand
new event in aid of the Hampshire
charity Youth Options. There will be a
jewellery and accessories exchange, a
homemade cake stall, and unlimited
coffee, tea, soft drinks and homemade
cake.
As well as coming on the day please
sort through your unwanted costume
jewellery, hats, gloves, scarves,
handbags and other ‘bling’ and give it in
advance to Janet Gray (Church
Cottage, Easton, 779781,
jpgray@me.com) or Lucy Collis
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The
C h e s tn u t
H o rs e
E a s to n
R e a l a le s , g r e a t f o o d .
2 c o u r s e lu n c h t im e &
e a r ly e v e n in g m e n u
fo r £ 1 2 .
A la c a r t e a n d b la c k b o a r d
s p e c ia ls a ls o a v a ila b le .

Mould & Thompson
Ltd
Easton Garage
Servicing and Repairs to all
makes of cars and vans
MOT and Bodywork arranged
Collection & Delivery

G r e a t a t m o s p h e re
a n d o p e n fir e fo r
t h o s e c h il l y d a y s
a n d e ve n in g s
K a r e n W e l ls

24hr Recovery and
Breakdown Service
Te l: 0 1 9 6 2 7 7 9 2 5 7

01962 779319

The Old Forge Twyford SO21 1BF
www.rogerwalkertravel.com
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(Demelza, Easton 779598).
There will be no independent stalls
selling goods. This is purely to raise
awareness and funds for Youth Options.
There will be a small charge on the
door.
Youth Options is a Hampshire based
charity helping children and young
people in care, disengaged children and
young people facing issues such as
exclusion from school, substance abuse
and anti social or criminal behaviour.
Visit www.youthoptions.co.uk for
more information.
Lucy Collis
Tuesday, 3rd November - Upper
Itchen Valley Society AGM
7.00 for a glass of wine before the
meeting at 7.30, in Martyr Worthy
Village Hall.
The speaker will be Charles Flower, a
very aptly named expert on wild
flowers who was much involved in the
Magdalen Down Reserve, including the
spectacular display of cowslips in the
spring.
This takes up the theme of Verity
Coleman’s article about verges and
open spaces (July, p37) and an
unpublished one by David Rumble, and
should be an interesting evening.
Alison Matthews, Chairman
Saturday 5th December—Martyr
Worthy Christmas Fair
In Martyr Worthy Village Hall—more
details to follow
Liz Platt 779298

Boules
Boules league 2015
The boules league reached its final on
Tuesday 4 August - and what a tense
final it was. All four villages had reason
to feel that they had a chance to be the

2015 winners. At the start Easton
were ahead with 5 points, Avington
and Itchen Abbas equal with 4, with
Martyr Worthy on 3. Martyr Worthy,
at home to Easton, may have felt the
gap was large but a win 3-1 would have
brought them equal. The first half
ended with each team winning one
game, leaving everything possible.
In the other match, - Itchen Abbas
hosted by Avington - each team also
won one game. At half time,

telephones buzzed between the venues
to let players know what they needed
to achieve. The gap was unchanged –
Easton one point ahead overall, but 3-1
to Martyr Worthy against Easton and 2
-2 between Avington and Itchen Abbas
would bring all 4 villages on 6 points.
The second half was crucial.
The scores were high. Everywhere
games were reaching 11-11, 12-11 or
12-12, which is the sort of situation
where one lucky or unlucky bounce
can make the difference to reaching
the magic 13 and victory. The first
match to finish was Easton versus
Martyr Worthy – equal at 2-2. Easton
had accumulated 7 points overall and
could not now be overtaken, but
outright victory depended on a 2-2
score in the other match. At Avington,
Itchen Abbas pulled ahead with one
more win, so all hung on the one
remaining game. At first Avington led
7

8-4, then Itchen Abbas overtook to
reach 10-8, then equal at 10-10. Both
teams had chances. In the end it was
Itchen Abbas who secured the
additional point with a 13-11 win and
so drew level with Easton at 7 points
each. Phones rang again, and all the
players and many of the supporters
from the Easton/Martyr Worthy match
sped round to Avington in fading light
so that, in front of enthusiasts from all
four villages, the joint winners could be
presented with the Dick Hewitt
Trophy for 2015.
Ralph Matthews
Martyr Worthy's peripatetic boules
players
Maybe Martyr Worthy is the only
Valley team who practice on different
pistes - it confuses us at least as much
as the opposition! As the season draws
to a close, I would like to thank the
kind residents who lend their gravel:
we have played over the past seasons
at Angela Wheeler (where we play in

circles), John and Liz Platt (where the
challenge included changing the surface
with new gravel), Jenni and Caroline
Faber (watch out for the gullies) and
Charles and Isobel Pinder (where the
gentlest of slopes can be very testing).
Very grateful thanks to all of them; we
have had a highly enjoyable year and
look forward to our end-of-season
supper, and to new players and new
successes in 2016!
John Prince
Paella and Boules - Avington knows
how to party!
On Tuesday 28 July the village 'tent'
went up, the tables and chairs were
assembled, and West Hill prepared to
receive the village boules players and
their families, to party and to compete
in the annual Boules Beret competition.
As the competition began to heat up,
the "cocineros paella" - or Vicky and
Mark Low and new neighbour Toby
Randall, as they are more commonly
known - cooked up delicious paellas to
accompany contributions of salads,
desserts and wines.
The 2014 champion, Jacqui Squire,
reluctantly relinquished her crown to
this year's winner of the Beret, Tim
Player, who was the clear winner of
the competition.
Judy Thomas

Thanks from St John’s
A big thank you to many who have
been involved in different activities.
Firstly to Patrick Appleby who has
been overseeing updating of the church
lighting and has certainly saved the
parish more than £1000 through his
efforts. Secondly to the regular band of
gardeners who have been getting the
churchyard into good order,
particularly to Rodney Dartnall for
8

burning the huge piles of debris each
time. Thirdly to Nick Owen who has
been managing the car park project
with the objective of year round use
being possible. Thanks also to those in
the community who have supported
this project financially.
Tony Gaster, Churchwarden

Letter from the Rectory
My husband Oliver and I have just got
back from a lovely holiday; it was great
to have a break and an opportunity to
slow down, to go for walks, to enjoy
the beauty of the countryside, to read
books and to eat lots of delicious
meals.
It’s the time of year when many of us
have the chance to take a holiday.
Some of us may have the opportunity
to go away, and some of us may stay at
home but take a break from our usual
routine and commitments. Many of us
get caught up in the busyness of
modern life - the needs of our families,
the demands of work, the pressures of
social media, trying to keep the garden
under control - the list could go on and
on. Holidays can be a good time to
slow down and reflect about our lives.
I often come back from holiday with
great intentions to take more exercise
or eat more healthily!
But holidays are also a time when we
can take the opportunity to think about
the deeper things in life. What is life
really about? Oliver and I often take a
Christian book with us and read it and
then discuss it together. One book we
found really good was Rick Warren’s
‘Purpose Driven Life’. It is a very
readable exploration of why we are
here, and I would thoroughly
recommend it.
It was good to get back home to the
Rectory and hear what has been

happening while we were on holiday.
The challenge for me is to keep hold of
the deeper things about prayer that I’ve
reflected on while we’ve been away. It
is very easy to get swept up in the
busyness again.
Amanda Denniss

Grass Reinforcement
The reinforcement to the Itchen Abbas
Church car park was laid at the
beginning of August. Halfway through
the month the grass is already growing
enough to hide the mesh, with no ill
effects to the look of the church. The
car park should be available again in
October. I have one roll of mesh left
over. It is 2 metres by 20 metres and
has a list price of just over £400. If
anyone would like to make an offer,
please let me know.
Nick Owen 779162

A Change of Circumstances
for the Big Fella
A nephew of the
family came to visit
recently. I have to
say he is something
of an acquired
taste. His attire is
unchanging,
whether it be
winter or summer. He wears an old
tweed jacket, a pair of shapeless
corduroy trousers and, on his feet,
what readers of a certain generation
would recognise and describe as
plimsolls. Despite having been educated
at an establishment famous for
producing prime ministers and for
battles being won on its playing fields,
he speaks with a broad Somerset
accent.
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He complains regularly and bitterly
about having “bad feet”, hence, we
presume, his unusual choice of
footwear. He describes this country as
“Blighty” and distrusts abroad, in all its
manifestations. The family recall that,
since becoming an adult, he has only
had one holiday abroad. It was a trip to
Italy with a group of friends. They
record that, as they inspected the
beauties of Florence and Siena, their
enjoyment was somewhat marred by
their companion, dressed in his usual
attire, complaining bitterly and
continually about his feet and the heat,
and expressing his overwhelming desire
to be back in “Blighty”.
His redeeming feature is that, on the
other side of his family, he is descended
from poets and playwrights and he can
be extremely entertaining and very
funny. Hence his visits are looked
forward to and dreaded in almost equal
measure.
Quite early in the Big Fella’s life, the
nephew developed an unlikely but deep
fondness for the dog. Sadly, the feelings
have not been wholly reciprocated.
The Big Fella judges people on a very
simple scale. If the person takes him for
a walk, then the length of that walk and
the opportunity for re-acquaintance
with favourite sites for inspection and
marking are the important factors. If
the person is sitting at a table and
there is food involved, the likelihood of
the possibility of a surreptitious morsel
coming his way, however much
frowned upon by officialdom, is a key
factor.
The nephew was keen to take the Big
Fella for a walk from early on in their
relationship. Inevitably, at the
beginning, the Big Fella was more than
keen. Sadly he soon learned that these
walks were short and uninteresting.
The problem has always been the bad
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feet. This has affected the length of the
walks and the terrain over which they
are conducted. They are not close to
the most important sites for the Big
Fella; they are often just on roads,
which provide the Big Fella with little of
real interest. So on the visits of the
nephew when a walk is planned, the Big
Fella gives a fine impression of
resignation bordering on despair, and a
demeanour which says, “I told you so”,
on their return.
Much to our surprise, on the recent
visit, the Big Fella returned from the
walk with an air of complete
contentment. We questioned the
nephew as to the route of their walk
and established that it was the usual.
Why the change in attitude? It is
obvious, but I had not wanted to face
it, the Big Fella is slowing down. He has
been demonstrating a little stiffness
when moving over recent months. I
have noticed that he is a little slower
on walks these days. We have to face
it, the clock is ticking and time is
catching up with us all, but sadly, and
rather obviously, it is catching up with
the Big Fella.
Boss - An Itchen Valley resident

The Practical Gardener
Control of pests in a garden can be a
real issue and I would prefer if nature
assisted. But where are all the ladybirds
this year? My beans have been hard hit
by blackfly which have unusually
reduced the crop. Yet whitefly in the
greenhouse are much more under
control using just the sticky yellow
cards – very environmentally friendly.
Cabbage whites have made their
unwelcome appearance and the real
answer is very fine mesh netting which
also keeps the major predator, pigeons,
at bay. Garden centres are full of

chemicals to attack this and that but I
always feel such things should be used
sparingly. My exception is roses and
spraying early to prevent blackspot has
been very effective, though I am careful
to do this when the bees are not
around.
I visit a number of garden centres and

might share some tips. The best
compost I have found is from Hilliers
and called “Jacks Magic”. In late June I
had some gaps in the flower beds and I
went to Wyevale who were selling off
annuals at silly prices, trays of petunias
for £2 for example. They needed lots
of watering to establish but are now a
mass of colour. They also sell all seeds

yields with currants, soft fruits and now
apples in abundance. Can you get fedup with summer pudding? One apple
tree which had some sort of blight or
end rot has recovered but I was careful
to cut off and burn all affected parts.
Sadly wasps have attacked the plums
which makes picking exciting. When
gathering windfall apples I always wear
gloves for the same reason.
My recycled water system has been in
much demand this summer as the
ground is very dry which might explain
why this season’s onions are poor.
Anyway, I’m a great believer in mulch
which not only helps keep weeds in
check but also adds to structure.
Composters of the Valley unite!
I’ve done another test with tomatoes
and those planted in pots outside
against a south wall have done as well
as those in the greenhouse, even with
indifferent watering and no feed. I can
thoroughly recommend a small
cucumber called Socrates - wonderful
flavour.
Happy gardening.
Tony Gaster

Tiddler Joke
Knock knock
Who’s there?
Interrupting sheep
Interrupting sheep wh...baaa!

at half price. I also bought some trays
of plants for hanging baskets from
Homebase in May. They are really
good, both for colour and combination
and priced reasonably.
This year has been spectacular for fruit

Esme Nockles aged 4
11

12

David Bishop a tribute
David was
unquestionably a
man of many talents
whose death has
deprived us all of his
ubiquitous
presence. He died
on 23rd May, and St
Mary’s Easton was
overflowing for his thanksgiving service,
taken by Canon Phil Collins supported
by a returning Andrew Micklefield. The
eulogies, including that of his son Hugo,
were both riveting and memorable.
David was born at East Dean, on 1st
Feb 1933 where his father, a third
generation Kiwi, had settled after the
war. There he enjoyed an idyllic
childhood playing tennis, squash,
cricket –indeed any sport, which was
to result in an enduring passion for
games. His abilities were honed at
Durlstan Court prep school and later
at Wellington, where he gained colours
for rugby, hockey and cricket and won
all the tennis and squash cups.
His hereditary deafness precluded
National Service, and after a year with
Shell, David went up to Jesus College,
Cambridge to read Law - when time
permitted, as his passion for sport did
not diminish. He won a Blue for
squash, and represented his College at
tennis, rugby and hockey, going on to
represent England (v Canada) at
squash. Later he was a much wanted
member of the Free Foresters,
Hampshire Hogs, Hurlingham, I Zingari,
Old Wellingtonians and the Wine
Trade - in which respect he kept a
respectable cellar!
As a solicitor he excelled, being held in
awe by his clients and colleagues. The

scope of his work was daunting,
involving property, corporate law,
commercial acquisitions, off shore
management trusts, film rights etc.
Clearly a man of many talents, he rose
to become senior partner of Baileys
Shaw and Gillett and remained a
consultant after retirement. He was
also a director of several group
property investment companies. His
integrity was much admired, and his
many, many friends greatly admired his
mantra that life was for living and not
for retreating into your shell.
In 1974 he married Judy and they had
two children - Camilla and Hugo. After
ten years in Hartley Wintney they
moved to Easton in 1986 where they
were the most welcoming of hosts.
David was equally active in the village,
participating in pantomimes, running
stands at the fete, hosting boules
evenings and being a sidesman at St
Mary’s where he spent many hours
raising funds for its upkeep. He
supported many charities, notably
those supporting children, animals and
the deaf. He dealt with his deafness, as
he did with all things in life, with a
make-the-most-of-it attitude. In later
years golf and shooting prevailed along with Sky Sports 1,2 and 3. In all
this he had the unequivocal support of
many friends and latterly bore the
disappointment of not being able to
have a prosthetic leg very
philosophically. He enjoyed his Lancias
and Alfa Romeos and living life to the
full - how to contribute to it and how
to get the most out of it.
Judy and her family would wish you all
to know that they are enormously
grateful for all the kind letters and the
support they have received.
“Let’s get on with it” perhaps sums up
his endearing characteristic.
Philip Windsor-Aubrey
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OCEAN GUTTERING SERVICES
AND ROOFING
Gutter Maintenance and Repair
Roofing Repair
New Felt Roofing
Lead Roofing
80 High Street, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 9AT
PHONE:
01962
885928
Tel. 01962
779690
www.guttering.uk.com
www.ocean-roofing.co.uk

AVAILABLE TO HIRE:
The STUDIO AND/OR
Consulting Room
@ hourly rates
Central Alresford with Car
Parking
www.thestudioalresford.com
TEL: 07771 522665 /
07734 425430

Sally Hogg
Pilates @ the Studio
26a,The Dean, Alresford

Small class numbers and individual
support –
For further details:
call/text Sally Hogg on
07771 522665
sallyhogg@btinternet.com
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PETER G FISHER
GAS SAFE registered 219242

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Engineer
33 Victoria Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7FY

Phone 02380 600834
Mobile 07860 401304
Credit and debit cards accepted

A Citizen’s view of
BoomTown
I have been fortunate enough to attend
BoomTown twice in the last three
years. It’s not just another music
festival. It is, in the words of the FT, an
“immersive art project disguised as a
festival”. Every year a temporary city this year nearly 50,000 people strong rises up from the empty fields. The
town, like every other, has
recognisable neighbourhoods:
Chinatown, MayFair Avenue,
Trenchtown…. for the four days
attendees become Citizens. Ask
people you meet where they’re from
and they’ll say “BoomTown, of
course.”
The whole vibe of the festival is
informed by a fantastical and wildly
unpredictable overarching story that
runs from year to year. It follows the
struggle for control over BoomTown,
from the settlement’s beginnings as a
California-style gold-mining community
to its domination by the criminal
underworld of Downtown, its passage
through a velvet revolution, alien
invasion, division, people’s revolution
and rebellion.
The attention to detail is breath-taking.
Walk down a side street in MayFair and
you might be offered a haircut by a
shifty type in 1920s style clothes who is
lounging outside a barber shop. Accept
and you’ll be ushered through the shop
and find yourself in Charlie Brown’s
Casino. On the streets of the Wild
West you might find yourself in
Madame Electrifie’s General Store. This
year, the town’s Mayor Barrita Jose,
elected in a wave of goodwill in 2014,
built the 9-storey high Bang-Hai Palace
as a symbol of her power, one of the
most impressive stages I have ever

seen.
With 27 main stages, and more than
100 smaller themed venues, there’s a
variety of music styles that would make
John Peel weep. But don’t expect to
find many names from the Radio 1
daytime playlist – the music policy, as
with every other aspect of the festival,
is that innovation and excellence are
prized above all else. What other
festival would put a French Vintage
Remix band on a main stage at 9pm on
Saturday night? With styles ranging
from ska, reggae and dub to Balkan folk
via hip hop, just about every kind of
dance music you can name and lots
that you can’t, there’s something for
more or less everyone. You may not
have heard of them before, but you’ll
be telling your friends about them
after! Unique is an overused word, but
it is one that can rightfully be applied to
BoomTown.
The organisers have the utmost
respect for the local area and residents.
BoomTown’s citizens, too, are not the
lawless, marauding pack some imagine
them to be. In my whole time there I
have never witnessed any negativity,
but only attitudes that reflect the old
mantra of the first ravers – PLUR:
Peace, Love, Unity, Respect.
Winchester is fortunate to have such a
wonderful site as the Matterley Estate
on its doorstep, and we should rejoice
that it attracts the brilliant minds and
15

talents behind the event. Rather than
putting up barriers, the local authorities
should be doing all they can to
encourage this independent festival of
the imagination to flourish, and I beg all
locals to support it (or even attend it!),
in the future.
George Browne is a journalist who grew up
in Headbourne Worthy. He writes a blog on
the “Vintage Remix” genre where you can
read his review of BoomTown Fair Chapter
7. (www.jackthecad.blogspot.co.uk)

Work experience at Aston
Martin
I am currently in my
gap year prior to
going to University
to study Mechanical
Engineering at
Sheffield. My father
found me a work
placement at Aston
Martin through a
contact at work. I
applied and was
fortunate to secure an unpaid
placement - fortunately my parents
were able to support my living costs.
Aston Martin organise work
experience placements and interns
throughout the company, where they
are delegated tasks as seen fit by the
department. While at the company I
was helping as a manufacturing
engineer in the advanced manufacturing
engineering department on a
confidential project, I learnt a huge
amount about how a car factory works:
the development of a car being built
and the order of each piece being
constructed, the relationship between
the design team, the manufacturing
team and the workers on the
production line, and how the process
of constructing the car is relayed
16

through various levels. Through the
second half of my work experience in
the new body shop I learnt about how
the chassis of the car is constructed.
I was exposed to a real working
environment, which I feel is invaluable.
It was challenging at times, but I
thoroughly enjoyed working as part of
a team, with everyone working
towards an ambitious end goal, and
especially since I will be able to say that
I contributed a small part to the Aston
Martin construct.
My advice to someone else would be
'throw yourself into it' and 'don't be
afraid or intimidated'. Also get as much
work experience as possible with as
many different companies as you can.
You learn a huge amount about the
working environment and about
yourself and what you want - and don't
want - to do as a career. Since
completing my GCSE’s and whilst
studying for A Levels, I have worked
with a photographer, a film production
company, Astrium in Portsmouth and
now Aston Martin. It’s great to have
these experiences on your CV. A lot of
students will wait until University to
secure a placement but I feel by
applying earlier you gain a distinct
advantage, often leading to paid
internships and graduate programmes.
One aspect which possibly helped me
to secure a work placement such as
this is that I completed an extended
project at Peter Symonds (launching a
weather balloon into the stratosphere)
which was very well received and won
the project prize at college. With so
many students achieving good grades at
A Level, this additional project work
does catch people's attention and
demonstrates initiative, which
employers like to see.
Julian Ellis-Brown, who lives in Abbots
Worthy

NEW FARM MOTOR
SERVICES LTD
New Farm Road, Alresford SO24 9QE
01962 732338

FREE COLLECTION
COURTESY CARS

M.O.T. Testing Centre
Class 7 Vans from 3000 to 3500 kg
Class 4 Cars and vans up to 3000 kg
All makes cars & vans serviced and repaired
Horseboxes, lorries and campers up to 7500 kg
serviced and prepared for plating tests

Handcrafted Kitchens
Handmade Furniture
Wood Floors
Wood Floor Sanding
Unit 1 Wessenden Business Centre,
Prospect Road, Alresford, Hampshire,
SO24 9QB Tel: 01962 733016
Email: info@alresfordinteriors.co.uk
Web: www.alresfordinterors.co.uk

L.P.G.A. Approved
Autogas conversions
www.amsautogas.com

CERTIFICATED ENGINEERS
RECOVERY AVAILABLE

PRESTIGE
CARS
of
ALRESFORD
Private
Available
For
Private
HireHire
Available
For Airports,
Airports
– Theatres
–
Cruise
Terminals
and Train Stations
Restaurants
Any Journey Undertaken
Any Journey Undertaken
0196201962
865602
732111
Mobile0775207734
699332
570787

www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
kevin.mitchell202@btinternet.com

D . B a rk e r & S o n
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Unpopular Poplars in Easton
You can’t fail to notice the line of
very tall trees as you approach Easton
over the bridges from the B3047
Alresford road. We loved them
when we first moved into Easton 15
years ago and were very excited
when we bought the 6 acre field
opposite our house to find 70 of the
trees were part of it. But following
the work of the Hampshire Wildlife
Trust along the upper Itchen Valley
we have discovered that these
handsome trees are not as desirable
as we first thought. They are hybrid
Poplars planted in the 1960s by
Bryant & May for use as matchsticks.
The matchstick industry declined so
the trees were never felled as
intended. Instead they have grown to
great heights and changed the nature
of what would have been open
floodplain and fens along the River
Itchen. The more open historic vistas
would have dominated the landscape
for over 2000 years and the poplar
plantation has not only greatly
changed the landscape but also
degraded the habitats for native
species that should be flourishing
there. As Hampshire Wildlife Trust
have gradually removed many of the
other hybrid poplars along the Itchen
River in our valley, we asked them to
come and look at the Easton ones.
They are very keen to see them
removed and the area restored to
open fenland with native trees and
shrubs like willow, alder, and
hawthorn able to return.
Unfortunately there are no more
grants available from Natural England,
so it would be at our cost if we do
decide to go ahead with taking them
out. On balance we agree with the
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Wildlife Trust’s view that the trees
should go, but before we commit we
would like to consult our neighbours
and all the people of Easton and the
surrounding valley who may have
feelings about these trees and give
everyone the chance to meet with the
Hampshire Wildlife Trust who are
happy to discuss the issues that these
trees cause. John Durnell from the
Wildlife Trust is coming to Easton on
Thursday September 24th 2015 at
6.30pm for this consultation. We will
meet opposite Demelza (near the
Chestnut Horse) and walk down to
look at the trees close up. If anyone
would prefer to give their comments
by email please do to me, Lucy Collis
on lucyvarcoe@gmail.com before 24th
September.
Lucy Collis

My garden – the undergardener’s view at Wangfield
House
Old photographs reveal how much a
garden matures in 30 years, and it is
fascinating to see how much has
changed. Trees and hedges have
grown appreciably -with some no
longer in existence following the gales
of 1987 and 1990. The original layout
of flowerbeds has altered out of all
recognition with herbaceous borders,
roses, shrubs, box hedges, and cherry

grandchildren. The highlight of the
summer were, however, the roses of
which there were over 50 different
varieties. Mainly old fashioned and
wonderfully scented, they even include
a Mrs John Laing.

The undergardener’s role in all this has
been to mow the lawn at frequent
intervals, remove numerous piles of
clippings left by the head gardener,
admire the burning embers of the
bonfire and offer occasional advice on
garden design.
trees being planted and nurtured over
the years.
My wife is the inspiration behind the
creation of this fabulous paradise with
many of the plants owing their origins
to former gardens of family homes in
the Borders of Scotland and in
Oxfordshire. Each season of the year
has played a special part in our
affections with January initiating the
process with a spectacular display of
snowdrops. Summer sees a profusion
of the Banksia Rose, whilst a rambling
rose called Seagull was deliberately
planted at the bottom of the garden to
try to persuade a seafaring
undergardener (me!) to explore that
far.
2015 featured some spectacular and
delicious globe artichokes together
with an abundant crop of raspberries,
much to the delight of the

But above all he is excessively proud of
the many seasonal delights his wife has
planted with such loving care. Sitting
on the terrace outside the house with
a glass of wine, looking out over the
garden and enjoying the magnificent
views across the valley, has been a
source of constant pleasure over the
years.
John Lang
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Trailwalker Challenge - thank
you
At 8.18 a.m. on Sunday 26th July, a team
from the Gurkha Museum in
Winchester completed the Trailwalker
Challenge by walking 60 miles (100kms)
from Petersfield to Brighton in under
30 hours. It is a demanding trek, with
the ascents and descents equivalent to

climbing Ben Nevis twice.
We completed the course in 25 hours
and 18 minutes, walking through the
night, and finished 166th out of the 400
teams that participated. In so doing we
raised £2,505
for The Gurkha
Welfare Trust
and Oxfam’s aid
work in Nepal.
I wish to thank
all those who
sponsored us
for this
challenge, thereby helping the people of
Nepal recover from the earthquakes
that have recently devastated so much
of the country. To see the work of The
Gurkha Welfare Trust please visit their
website www.gwt.org.uk
Gavin Edgerley-Harris
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Poppy Appeal
The seventieth anniversary of VJ Day
falls as I am writing this, reflecting that,
as the number of veterans from WWII
sadly dwindles, the Royal British Legion
still has many more ex-service people
to look after from later conflicts. I
think its work will never be finished,
and so its need constantly to raise
funds must also continue.
Remembrance Sunday is on November
8 this year. We will, as usual, be
offering poppies and wristbands in our
villages during the two weeks before
Remembrance Sunday. We also hope
to leave trays and collecting boxes with
pubs, schools and businesses who have
kindly supported us before.
However, the backbone of the effort is
put in by those who do the door-todoor collections in their own
neighbourhood. I will be contacting
everyone who helped last year in early
September, in the hope that you will be
able to help us again this year.

Of course, it is always good to
welcome new colleagues to this very
worthwhile cause. So if you would like
to join us, or to chat about what is
involved, please do give me a call on
779661 or e-mail me johndharris_
uk@hotmail.com People who have lots
of visitors might like to have a box of
poppies in the hall for the two weeks
of Remembrancetide.
Last year's efforts raised well over
£3,000 and are a credit to you all. Let's
work for an even stronger result in
2015!
John Harris

Locally sourced Hampshire food
from breakfast to dinner
Two course menu for just £11
before 7.30 pm Monday to Friday
Weekend food:
Sat 12 - 9.30 Sun 12 - 7

Large garden for
summer drinking and dining

Tel: 01962 779191
www.theploughitchenabbas.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING WITH NO VAT!!!
*Carpet and rug cleaning
*Upholstery cleaning

01962 733602

*Protective treatments

07799 403867

*Leather furniture cleaning

www.martinturvey.co.uk

We can repair unsightly and annoying damage to
your vehicle at a reasonable cost ~ including:
Small to medium dents and scuffs
Collision damage ~ Alloy wheels refurbished
Curbed allow wheels ~ Coded bumpers
Contact: Ray Bradbear Tel: 01962 779828
Mobile: 07950 216856 Email: raybradbear@gmail.com
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Itchen Valley Church Services
Sunday 6th September
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am All Age Service
11am Matins
6pm Healing and Wholeness

Avington
Easton
Itchen Abbas
Itchen Abbas

Sunday 13th September
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Communion
6pm Evensong

Easton
Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy

Sunday 20th September
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Communion
6pm Evensong

Martyr Worthy
Easton
Avington

Sunday 27th September
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Harvest Communion
6pm Harvest Evensong

Itchen Abbas
Martyr Worthy
Easton

Ministry Team
Rector
Rev Amanda Denniss
779832
amandadenniss@gmail.com
Curate
Rev Alex Pease
793063
alex@manorfarmkilmeston.com
Curate
Rev Rebecca Fardell
809264
rebecca.itchenvalley@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Ministers
Mr Tony Gaster
779110
tonygaster@btinternet.com
Mr Gerry Stacey
620263
gstacey@easynet.co.uk
Parish website: http://itchenvalleychurches.org.uk/
Itchen Valley Churchwardens
St Mary’s Easton: Anna Burness 779993, Theo Mezger 07775 908014
St John’s Itchen Abbas: Charlotte Appleby 779778, Tony Gaster 779110
St Swithun’s Martyr Worthy: Andrew Impey 779645, Robin Greenwood 779540
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Easton Village Hall

Martyr Worthy Village Hall

Bookings: Ina Williams 779465 or
evh.booking@googlemail.com

Bookings: Lucinda Ffennell 779701 or
simon@ffennell.plus.com

Regular bookings
MONDAY: 9-10am, 6:30-7:30pm
Authentic Pilates
TUESDAY: 9-10am
Pilates with Emily
5:15 – 8:30pm
Sally Stanyard’s
Dance School
WEDNESDAY
9:45 – 11:15am
Moo Music
7–10pm
Panto rehearsal
THURSDAY
9-10am
Pilates with Emily
FRIDAY
9-10am
Authentic Pilates
4-6:30pm
Sally’s Dance & Drama
class

Regular bookings
MON – FRI 9am – 1pm Riverbank
School( Term begins 7th) but
Mon & Wed 9am – 3pm
THURSDAY 7 – 9.30pm Whist Drive

Other bookings
Thur 3rd
19:00 – 22:00 Itchen
Valley PC meeting
Sat 5th
10:00 – 14:00 children’s
party
Sun 6th
10:30 – 13:30 children’s
party
Mon 7th
10:00 – 13:00 Bridge
Club
Thur 10th 9:00 – 22:00 WI meeting
Sat 26th
10:00 – 16:00 Boules
annual lunch
17:00 – 22:00 E&MWCC
Junior Presentation
Evening

Other bookings
Sunday 6th – pm Childrens party
Monday 7th – 7pm EGM Watercress
Way
Sunday 27th – am The Ark

Itchen Abbas and Avington
Village Hall

How about an impromptu
party or celebration of some
kind?!
September weekend slots
that are still free … for now:
Friday 4th from 3pm
Sunday 6th until 2pm
Saturday 12th between
10am and 4pm
Sunday 13th from 1pm
Saturday 26th from 3pm
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Itchen Abbas and Avington Village Hall
Regular Bookings
Monday to Friday Montessori
Monday
IA School
Monday
Zumba
Tuesday
Pilates
Tuesday
Rugby Tots
Tuesday
Boules
Tuesday
Chi Gong
Wednesday Yoga
Wednesday Playgroup
Wednesday IA School
Wednesday Short Tennis
Wednesday Yoga
Wednesday Choral Soc
Thursday
Badminton
Friday
Zumba
Friday
IA School
Saturday
Private use
Other bookings
Tuesday
01 Sep
Saturday
05 Sep
Sunday
06 Sep
Tuesday
08 Sep
Friday
11 Sep
Saturday
12 Sep
Sunday
13 Sep
Tuesday
15 Sep
Thursday
17 Sep
Thursday
17 Sep
Saturday
19 Sep
Tuesday
22 Sep
Friday
25 Sep
Saturday
26 Sep
Sunday
27 Sep

08 : 30
12 : 45
18 : 30
09 : 00
10 : 00
18 : 00
20 : 00
09 : 00
10 : 00
13 : 00
14 : 30
18 : 30
19 : 30
19 : 30
10 : 00
13 : 00
08 : 45

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

continued

13 : 00 (Mons to 3pm)
16 : 15
19 : 30
10 : 00
11 : 30
20 : 00
21 : 15
10 : 00
12 : 00
14 : 00
16 : 30
19 : 30
21 : 30
21 : 30
11 : 00
14 : 45
09 : 45

Hants Beekeepers
Auction
Children's party
Valley Gardeners
Rotary Club Quiz
Party
Church
Village Hall Committee Meeting
PDSA fundraising lunch
Parish Council Planning Meeting
Wedding reception
NADFAS
CPRE Awards Evening
Children's party
Children's party

19 : 00 to 21 00
09 00 to 18 : 00
14 : 30 to 17 : 30
13 : 15 to 16 : 45
18 : 00 to 23 : 00
17 : 00 to 22 : 00
09 : 00 to 12 : 00
19 : 30 to 20 : 30
11 : 00 to 18 : 00
19 : 00 to 20 : 00
08 : 00 to 00 : 00
12 : 30 to 16 : 30
15 : 00 to 21 : 00
10 : 00 to 14 : 00
12 : 00 to 18 : 00

If you would like to book the IA&A Village Hall, please complete the online
booking form halfway down the Quote Availability page on our website
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk or telephone 07969 113630
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Hall Manager: Jo Rheam - manager@iaavillagehall.co.uk
Village hall callbox 01962 791021

Sixes and Tug of War
Shirts may have been drenched but
spirits were not dampened at the
Easton Sixes cricket event on Friday
24th July, where players faced torrential
rain. Exhibiting true grit, plucky
cricketers took to the field to raise
funds for Easton and Martyr Worthy
CC’s junior development academy.

from the village’s resident band, The
Eastones. There was also a BBQ and
locally brewed beer from Alfred’s
Brewery.
Tracy Wickham

Restoring the Itchen Valley
Despite having to cancel the bouncy
castle and ice-cream, all eight teams
turned up and played with spirit at the
third annual event which was won,
again, by The Chestnut Horse pub
team.
Club Chairman Adam Murch said:
“We’re grateful to our sponsors,
Charters, for the support and to
Creative Catering for providing us with
a wonderful marquee under which
everyone could shelter from the rain
and be near the bar. A massive thank
you to everyone who came to watch
too and we’re already looking forward
to next year’s event with, hopefully,
better weather!”
At least the weather was kind the
night before at the warm up tug-of-war
event, where The Village team won for
the second year running (see photo).
Spectators were treated to live music

The Itchen Valley brings together two
connected landscapes: the chalk
grassland of the South Downs with the
wetlands, chalk streams and fens of the
River Itchen. Together they form a vital
area of work for Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust.

Chalk rivers are some of the most
biodiverse ecosystems in Europe, and
the Itchen is regarded as one of the
‘jewels in the crown’. World
renowned for its ‘gin clear’, mineral225

rich water, stable river flows and
temperate waters, it is home to a wide
range of plants, and a rich yet sensitive
ecosystem, including Atlantic salmon
and brown trout.
The river is also intrinsically linked to
the valley through which it flows. The
fertile fen-grasslands were changed in
the 17th century for irrigation, creating
the Itchen’s unique conditions for
habitats and species. However, today
the Itchen Valley faces immense
challenges. Abstraction of water for
public water supply and deteriorating
water quality – notably as a result of
contamination by septic tanks,
watercress growing and fish farming
along the river – are possibly the
greatest impacts affecting the health of
the river.
The Trust has worked with
landowners in the Itchen Valley for
thirty years, and has been at the
forefront of efforts to conserve the
otter and the white-clawed crayfish.
Working with Natural England, the
Trust has provided a management
service to landowners, offering
practical expertise for restoring the
river and floodplain and returning to
traditional livestock grazing. The Trust
is now involved in actively managing
more than twenty sites in the Itchen
Valley, including reinstating grazing by
livestock. This helps maintain the
unique open meadows and the wildlife
that live in them, which would
otherwise be lost to trees and scrub.
The Trust’s herd of traditional breed
British White cattle is helping us to
restore these grasslands to their
former glory. Species like water avens,
ragged robin and meadowsweet quickly
appear, as well as waterfowl such as
wigeon, mallard and gadwall.
Putting back the pieces of the jigsaw
within the floodplain not only helps
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wildlife and habitats to thrive, but also
helps the river and floodplain to
function more naturally. This offers
more natural flood protection and
improved water quality - demonstrated
perfectly at our Winnall Moors nature
reserve during the 2013/14 winter
floods. Using the Itchen’s natural
floodplain helped divert high flood
waters away from Winchester city
centre, preventing the kind of
devastating urban flooding we saw
elsewhere in the country.
Our vision is to restore the valley for
wildlife, while also trying to improve
flood protection, water quality,
environments for fisheries and habitats
for pollinators. With a nod to the past
we are restoring the valley for future
generations and working hard to
protect one of our most treasured
natural assets.
Martin de Retuerto, Area Head for Central
Rivers & Downs for Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust
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Jackie’s County Corner
Village halls are a key
part of our
community and, as a
hall trustee myself, I
know that the
Trustees who
manage them are the
unsung heroes! I was
pleased to attend the formal opening of
the Warren Centre in Micheldever,
and am looking forward to the reopening of the nearby Northbrook
Hall. The County Council has given
significant sums towards the re-building
of these two halls, adding to the money
raised by the hardworking teams.
After the flurry of the General Election
it is back to work for me as your
County Councillor. At the July Council
meeting, I asked questions on Young
People’s Education and Health Care
plans, the cost to the public of
unadopted roads, and ethical
investment. You can watch Council
meetings online, and there is a menu to
save you ploughing through several
hours if you prefer!
Drug dealing is often reported to me,
and I support residents who want to
report it to the Police. In a recent
Neighbourhood Watch report, the
police said:’ “The community is our
eyes and ears. Any information you
have about drug dealing or use is
essential. If you have even the smallest
amount of information, please call 101
or 0800 555 111 to provide
anonymous information.’’
A new limited edition Highway Code
has been printed to celebrate the 80th
anniversary of the start of the Driving
Test. The first driver was tested in
1935, though licences were issued
before that date. The Highway Code
was published earlier, setting out rules

of the road in an effort to reduce the
number of people killed each year.
When the code was first launched in
1931 there were 2.3 million vehicles in
Great Britain, but over 7,000 people
were killed in road accidents each
year. Today there are more than 27
million vehicles, but thankfully only half
that number of road deaths occur.
For a range of interesting facts about
the history of driving you can go to
http://tinyurl.com/pnwjvjs or call me
for a copy. For those that may not be
aware, since the abolition of tax discs
it is now possible to do an on-line
check for any vehicle and find out
whether it is taxed and MoT’d. If you
would like more details of this and
other DVLA changes, please contact
me for a fact sheet - essential reading
for those who hire cars from time to
time.
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I attended the Hampshire Hospitals
Trust AGM on the 28th July. Even
though outline permission for the
trauma hospital in Basingstoke district
is being sought, we are still awaiting the
consultation to be done by the Clinical
Commissioning Group run by GPs. The
AGM is very informative and goes on
the road over September, but if you
can’t attend these venues at such short
notice, you can see Dr Steve Cleland’s
excellent talk on diabetes at http://
www.hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk/
membership/meetings-and-events/
health-focus-events.aspx.
Future AGM roadshows are on 3rd
September at 6.30 pm at The Lights,
Andover: Speaker Dr Steve Cleland,
and on 30th September at 6.30 pm at
The Discovery Centre, Winchester:
Speaker - Dr Louisa Chan , Focus on
Emergency Care.
Young singers aged 5 to 19 are invited
to join one of Hampshire County
Council’s music service ‘vocal
ensembles’ (that’s a choir to you and
me!). A fourth choir is being added to
its trio of existing choirs, in response
to increasing demand from children and
young people. Membership is open to
all pupils who are in full-time school or
college education. Rehearsals for all
four choirs take place during term time
on Friday evenings at The United
Church in Jewry Street, Winchester.
Potential members are asked to
register their interest as soon as
possible, in order for music service
staff to hear them sing. Contact
Hampshire music service on (023)
8065 2037, or online at
music.service@hants.gov.uk
County Councillor Jackie Porter
jackie@jackieporter.co.uk 01962 791054
www.jackieporter.co.uk text 07973 696085
Singing for those who have left school see IVCS advert page 5 - Ed
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Comings and Goings
Easton welcomes Phil and Millie Steel
with Maisie (9) and George (5)
who have moved from Compton to
Dymoke Cottage.
In Martyr Worthy, Louise Newton and
Quentin James have moved into Priory
Cottage just below the Church. Louise
works for Hitachi Capital and Quentin
is with Virgin Media. Meanwhile Lucy
and Alex Pease are moving from
Kilmeston to Garden Cottage in Lower
Chilland Lane.
Welcome to you all!
Various contributors

Our wild valley: The start of
change.
September heralds the return to
school (or the start in our case) plus
the heroic feat of migrant birds like
swallows, house martins and swifts to
fly to lands far away; flying over oceans,
circulating in world air currents and
arriving hungry in the hot lands of the
South. I used to join them sometimes;
tackling airports, sticky hot jungle if I
was lucky and ocean currents if I was
even luckier! Now the same feeling of
autumnal expectancy is growing as I
will steer our own child in new shoes
to school. How do the mothers of
swallows do it, even when their
fledglings have been practising flying,
how do they teach them all the
rudiments of survival in mid-air, of
eating, sleeping, and fly, fly flying? And

here am I worrying that my child may
run out of energy before lunch!
The numbers of swallows and house
martins are tumbling down, possibly
faster than each autumnal leaf. We
may live in a valley where these birds
are noticeable (if we look up) but we
are not escaping the fall in many bird
numbers over the last few decades.
According to the RSPB, numbers of
southern migrants such as swallows
and swifts are falling, as they rely on
good weather at each end of their
flights; house martin numbers are also
dropping, relying on lots of insects to
eat. Overall figures of woodland and
farmland birds are also falling. Climate
change, habitat loss and overall
biodiversity loss may be impacting on
their breeding success each year.
We can help with boxes on our houses
and keeping gardens and fields healthy
for insects so birds can feed - and
don’t forget to look up and appreciate
their magnificent flying skills, those
skills that even those magnificent men
in their flying machines would be in
awe of!
Good luck to all fledglings this autumn!
Sophie Rogers

Recipe of the month
Chocolate and raspberry meringue
roulade
As served at CAMEO
Serves 8 – 10
For the meringue base:
4 egg whites
Pinch of salt
8oz (250g) caster sugar
2 tbsp cocoa
For the filling:
½ pint (284ml) double or whipping
cream, lightly whipped
½ lb (250g) fresh raspberries

For decoration:
Icing sugar for dusting or more
whipped cream for piping (and more
raspberries)
Equipment:
12” by 9” (30cm by 23cm) swiss roll tin
lined with bakewell paper.
Preheat oven to 160oC, 325oF Gas 3,
fan oven 145oC.
Whisk the egg whites and salt until stiff,
then add the sugar gradually, a
tablespoon at a time.
Sift in the cocoa powder and fold
together gently. Spread the mixture
evenly onto the lined
tin. Bake in the pre-heated oven for 15
– 25 minutes or until crisp to the
touch. Remove and
leave to cool in the tin.
Put a piece of baking parchment on the
top of the meringue, turn onto a wire
rack and remove the lining paper.
Spread the lightly whipped cream over,
scatter the raspberries evenly and roll
up lengthways.
Lift onto a serving dish, dust with icing
sugar or decorate with more whipped
cream and raspberries and serve.
The Cameo Cookbook
CAMEO for over-65s on the 3rd Tuesday
every month in St Johns Itchen Abbas
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Itchen Valley Bookworms
There is plenty of controversy
surrounding the publication of Harper
Lee’s long-awaited second novel, Go Set
a Watchman. Has the 89-year-old prize
-winning author really sanctioned its
release? And will it tarnish the image of
one of literature’s most enduring
heroes, the lawyer Atticus Finch?
Bookworms sets these issues aside
and looks at the text….
Before reading Go Set a Watchman, it is
useful to remember that while it
appears to be a sequel to
the superlative To Kill A
Mockingbird, published in
1960, it is not. It was
written in 1957 and was
rejected by publishers,
prompting Lee’s editor to
encourage a re-write from
the perspective of the
narrator, Scout Finch, as a
child. Lee describes it as the
‘parent’ to the famous work
it gave birth to. Secondly,
given the deserved acclaim which
greeted Mockingbird and that Lee
explained the lack of subsequent novels
because she had ‘nowhere to go but
down’, comparisons are pointless. So,
while accepting this book will be
inferior to the masterpiece, is it still
worth reading? Bookworms say yes, for
various reasons.
Firstly, it’s a fascinating insight into the
political and racial tension in the
Southern States during the late 1950s
when the book is set. Scout, now going
by her proper name of Jean-Louise, is
26 and returns to Maycomb from her
New York home to visit her ageing
father, Atticus. She may be an adult
now but she is just as prickly,
uncompromising and idealistic. She
finds her views on desegregation out of
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tune with the rest of her community
and, most devastatingly, different to
those of the father she worships. As
her Uncle tells her: “You confused
your father with God. You never saw
him as a man with a man’s heart, and a
man’s failings.” The reader feels her
anger and frustration towards the
people she grew up with. It is worth
the read alone to hear the fervent
views Lee expresses through JeanLouise, which were ahead of their time
in ‘57. She does not believe the negro
population is backward and argues: “If
just for one week the South
would show them some simple,
impartial courtesy, I wonder
what would happen? Do you
think it would give ‘em airs or
the beginnings of self-respect?”
But in a fascinating debate
between Jean-Louise and her
eccentric Uncle towards the end
of the book, has she
misinterpreted something?
Could she learn to understand
her father’s viewpoint? These
discussions are every bit as relevant
today as they were then, particularly
given the recent Charleston church
shootings.
The book’s best passages describe Jean
-Louise’s memories of her childhood
with brother Jem and friend Dill, many
of which are humorous. For example,
recounting how her bust enhancing
‘falsies’ nearly got her expelled from
school. No wonder Lee’s editor asked
her to expand on these sections. Lee
shows herself to be a wise and witty
woman in this book, highlighting the
promise she was to fulfil in Mockingbird.
And, if you accept this Atticus as simply
the first draft of the man who became
one of the great literary heroes of all
time, you can safely enjoy Go Set A
Watchman. Bookworms gives it 4 out
of 5.

ANDREW SMITH & SON
1793
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
Hampshire’s Leading International
Fine Art & Antiques Auctioneers
• monthly antiques & Interiors sales
• six weekly fine art, antiques & collectables auctions

• achieving World record prices
• global exposure via ‘live’ internet bidding
• regular contributors to BBC’s ‘Flog It!’ and ‘The Antiques Road Trip’
Contact us for details of our;
• complete property & contents valuation services for
Sale -- Insurance - Probate - Family division

• free valuation advice for auction sale
• complete house clearance
www.andrewsmithandson.com

THE AUCTION ROOMS, MANOR FARM, ITCHEN STOKE,
WINCHESTER SO24 0QT
Tel: 01962 735988 email: auctions@andrewsmithandson.com

Specialising in you

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Cosmetic Acupuncture

SHARON BRADBEAR
BSc (Hons) Lic Ac MBAcC
07951 501594
www.hantsacu.co.uk

Alresford . Southampton

SHAUN
BARNEY
Professional
Painter & Decorator
Local Tradesman with
20 years experience
Competitive
Rates
Quality Work
Fully Insured
01962 864033
07928 027618
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AVINGTON PARK

Stunning venue for weddings,
meetings and corporate
events.
Open to the public May to
September.
01962 779 260

THE

COUNTRY

HOUSE

COMPANY

Property Sales I Lettings I Management
02392 632 275 countryhousecompany.co.uk

Warner & Richardson Solicitors
Warner & Richardson was founded over 200 years ago and has built a reputation for personal
service and high quality advice. With the longest record of service of any Winchester firm we are
committed to providing innovative solutions to our clients’ problems and needs based on a strong
foundation of local knowledge, experience and pragmatic advice.
Private Client Services
Property and Conveyancing
Wills, Probate and Trusts
Business Client Services
Commercial Property and Business Leases
Agricultural Land
Please see our website at www.wandr.co.uk for further details
29 Jewry Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8RR
Tel 01962 868366 Fax 01962 840607 DX2511 Winchester
Email : lawyers@wandr.co.uk
Website: www.wandr.co.uk
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Letter to the Editor
Sir, The residents and council tax
payers of Easton might be interested to
know this interesting snippet. In
response to a Freedom of Information
Request, Hampshire County Council
confirmed that the cost of the recent
repainting of the bridge railings on the
approach to the village amounted
to £32,785.60. Am I alone in being
utterly flabbergasted by this
revelation?
John Bendall

Black & white and red all
over
Tony
Hancock’s
classic half
hour comedy
The Blood
Donor was
made by the
BBC in 1961
and back in those days television was
filmed in black and white. The episode
told the tale of Tony going to the
hospital to give blood for the first time
and the continuous jokes fed on the
prevalent misconceptions of the
process. He told the nurse (a very

young June Whitfield) that as the only
obvious alternative was joining the
Young Conservatives (but he wasn’t
looking for a wife and couldn’t play table
tennis), he had decided to become a
blood donor.
If you have never given blood, now is a
good time to do so. The number of
new donors coming forward has
dropped significantly over the past
decade and this decrease threatens the
availability of blood, the supply of
which is vital for saving lives in
operating theatres around the country.
Having previously thought it was
something “other people” did, I
attended a blood donor clinic for the
first time about twenty years ago,
having been prompted to do so by a
work colleague who invited me to go
along with her to the session in
Alresford. It turned out to be very
relaxing and not painful at all.
With a few
exceptions, everyone
can give blood. It’s a
way of doing
something for the
good of others and all
it involves is an hour
of your time. You get a drink and a
biscuit at the end (I always go for the
bourbons) and the (vicarious) thanks of
whoever’s life you may have saved.
Why not make this year the time you
take the first step? This month there
are afternoon and evening clinics in the
Winchester Hotel in Worthy Lane on
Monday 14th and Thursday 24
September. Just turn up and you will
be made to feel special and very
welcome.
Further information is available at
www.blood.co.uk or by phoning 0300
123 23 23
Thank you
Vernon Tottle
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The Alresford Surgery Flu
Clinics
It is that time of year again!
All patients who were 64 or over as at
1 April this year, are pregnant or who
have a chronic illness that puts them at
risk if they catch flu should have this
vaccination. It saves lives, reduces the
effect of illness and prevents hospital
admissions
Our walk in clinics will be on Wed 30th
September , Tues 6th October and
Wed 14th October
New staff
A warm welcome to Zoe Cannons
who has joined us as a Receptionist and
Jodie Bayliss who is joining us as a
Practice Nurse. We look forward to
working with them both and hope all
our patients do too.

Caveat emptor
What do sales prices really mean? I
noticed this offer on some shirts the
other day.
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We can all reckon we know what the
shop meant by “Now up to half
original price” but as it stands, the
sign actually reads that the prices of the
shirts are now between nothing and
half the original price.
Or was the intention to indicate that
they now cost between half the original
price and full price? In this case surely
the sign should have read “now
DOWN to some price more than half
the original price”? One or two
readers may consider this clumsy.

Perhaps the writer meant to say “now
up to half OFF original price”?
I should have bought some shirts and
insisted the shop sold them to me as
described!
Vernon Tottle

Bombay Sapphire at
Laverstoke
The Winchester Wine Appreciation
Society arranged a visit to Bombay
Sapphire’s distillery at Laverstoke Mill
last week – time to swop grape for
grain! There is a record of a corn mill
at Laverstoke in the Domesday Book
of 1086, and in 1719 a French
Huguenot, who changed his name from
Henri de Portal to Henry Portal,
converted the mill to make high quality
hand-made paper. The site was further
developed through the Victorian
period, but papermaking ceased in
1962. Bombay Sappire acquired the site
in 2010 and opened the distillery in
2014.
The entire production of Bombay
Sapphire gin is made at Laverstoke,
using the vapour infusion distillation
process and ten botanicals. Charmingly,
the company involved Thomas
Hetherwick (designer of the 2012

Olympic cauldron, the Routemaster
bus and the proposed Thames garden
bridge) to build a dramatic pair of
greenhouses, one temperate and one
tropical, to display the botanicals that

are used to flavour the gin.
Whilst the water from the Test that
flows through the site is not used for
the gin, it adds enormously to the
delightful surroundings, The tour
includes the buildings and their
industrial history, a history of gin, a
chance to examine and taste the
botanicals – which include all sorts of
exotics such as cassia bark, liquorice
and orris root – and a close up look at
the stills. We had a charming and
rather too enthusiastic guide, and the
final highlight at the end of the tour
was the offer of a wonderful cocktail –
mine was a long way from a standard
G&T, with ginger ale, fresh ginger and
mint and plenty of gin over a pile of ice.
It was a really interesting trip, and
Bombay Sapphire have done a great job
preserving and rejuvenating an
historically important group of
industrial buildings. The gin is pretty
good, too!
Verity Coleman

The Valley pub guide
Possibly not unrelated to the
preceeding article, we finished the
evening at the Fox Inn at North
Waltham, where we were given a
delightful welcome by the landlord,
Rob MacKenzie, in spite of being rather
late, and were made very comfortable
while we waited for our food. My
husband really appreciated his fillet
steak, while those of us with smaller
appetites did very well with two
starters, of which the second was an
excellent cheese soufflé. The remains
of a too-filling lamb shank were
wrapped to go home to the dog –
delightfully in silver foil fashioned into a
swan! Thoroughly recommended.
Verity Coleman

Winchester Discovery
Centre A selection of forthcoming events:
Digital SLR and Bridge Camera
Introduction
Mondays 14th, 21st, 28th September, 5th,
12th October
The auto setting on your camera is a
barrier between you and the
imaginative photos you'd like to be
taking, but turning that dial and
discovering the power of your camera
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ZUMBA
Great music
Great dancing
6.30pm Mondays & 10am Fridays
Itchen Abbas Village Hall
Anyone can do it, everyone should do it!
Friendly classes – all welcome however many left feet you
think you have!
For class details contact Sue Russell on
sue@plays-r-ussell.com
or tel 07947410394
or visit www.zumba-around-winchester.com

Can’t get the hang of
your computer?
One-to-one tuition in your
own home by qualified trainer
Gift tokens available

Call Christine for details on

01962 735359
PLUMBLINE Local
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Alresford Motor Services
New Farm Road

All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

Plumbing & Heating
Friendly, local family run business with
over 20yrs experience and a member of
CHECKATRADE.
Tel: 01962 885511
Mob: 07801 365925
on work undertaken
FOR1 year
ALLguarantee
YOUR PLUMBING
NEEDS
NO JOB TOO SMALL !
NO
JOB TOO SMALL!

Memorials
Building Stonework Restoration

BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd
Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoodyltd@fsmail.net

CURTAINS and
AUSTRIAN BLINDS
Throw-over bed covers made up from
customer’s own material.
Headboards & dressing tables covered.
Christening gowns made to order.
Tel: Mrs Egleton 01962 779586

SMARTIES

Top quality second-hand clothes
for children aged 0-15
Please contact Andrea on
01962 779553
07743 042753

and join over 500 other Hampshire Mums at Smarties
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ITCHEN VALLEY B&B
CHILLANDHAM LANE
MARTYR WORTHY
01962 779379
bh@itchenvalleybandb.com
www.itchenvalleybandb.com

and creativity is surprisingly simple
when shown in this hands-on course.
By covering the basics of digital
photography and composition, looking
at aperture, exposure, depth of field,
shutter speed and full manual settings,
you will start enjoying your camera like
never before and be shooting images
just the way you want to.
Jane Robinson - A Force to be
Reckoned With
10th September
Jane Robinson is a British social
historian specialising in the study of
women pioneers in various fields. She
joins us, in this centenary year of the
Women's Institute, to talk about her
book - "A Force to be Reckoned With,
a history of the Women's Institute".
River of Light: Monet’s
Impressions of the Seine
11th September
Douglas Skeggs will
present the Annual
Public lecture sponsored
by the Winchester Art
Club. Douglas Skeggs is
a well known art
historian, author and
broadcaster. The Lecture marks the
start of the Club's annual exhibition at
the Discovery Centre on the following
day Sunday 12th September and which
closes on the 4th October.
Winchester Children’s Book
Festival
24th October – 1st November
A fun-filled week of Authors,
Illustrators, Poetry, Shows, Theatre,
Storytelling and Workshops.
Featuring Authors: Jane Lawes, Den
Metcalf, Guy Bass, Elen Caldicott and
more…
And Workshops: Book Making, Bag
Printing, Stop Motion, Green Screen,
Writing and others…..

Including:
Duck in the Truck
28th October
Based on the bestselling book by
acclaimed children’s author Jez
Alborough, this funny, silly, yucky,
mucky show will have you giggling
away, singing along and laughing out
loud.

Ducklings aged 3-7 years old will love
this hilarious tale, but for those grownup ducks who waddle along, they’ll
have lots of fun too. It’s totally
quackers!
Join Duck and his friends in this happy
new adventure with puppetry, singalong songs and plenty of opportunities
to join in along the way. But, don’t
forget to wear your wellies!
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Flowers at Martyr Worthy
This is the Common Spotted Orchid
(unless you know better….) which
appeared unexpectedly in Martyr
Worthy churchyard this summer.

Local monthly information
Waste collections in September
Black bins and green bags on Saturday
5th and Friday 18th. Green bins on
Friday 11th and 25th.
Library
Visiting on Friday 25th September.
Itchen Abbas 11am Easton 11.45 am
Cameo
On Tuesday 15th September.

67 Bus operated by Stagecoach

Meanwhile the church was full of
astonishing flower arrangements for
the Godson/Emery wedding in midAugust. Tessa’s mother Caroline was a
wonderful pupil of Constance Spry and
always generous in sharing her skills.
She is greatly missed.
Ed

School term timetable operates
whole of September
Weekdays to Winchester:
07:55 08:30 09:25 11:25 13:25 16:25
17:25
Weekdays to Alresford:
09:18 11:18 13:18 15:18 17:11
18:08
Saturday service (same for the whole
month)
Towards Winchester:
08:25 10:05 11:25 14:25 17:25
Towards Alresford:
09:18 12:18 15:18 18:08
No Sunday service
All times shown are 5 minutes later (or earlier) at Easton
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COMPLETE
TRANSFORMATION
All types of maintenance work undertaken
Warren Taylor

07794 986256

warren.wlt@gmail.com 01962 779693
1 The Terrace, Easton, Winchester S021 1EG

Cartridge Plus+
Computer
and&Stationery
Com
puter CConsumables
onsumables
Stationery
Printers
Now
Prin
ters N
owAvailable
Available
Also
Pictures,
Frames
&&
Mounts
also
Pictu
res, F
rames
Mounts
3 Stockbridge Road, Winchester
tockbrid
ge RoFax
ad, 01962
Winchester
Tel3 S
01962
877992
877976
Tel: 01962 877992 Fax: 01962 877976
Email:
keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
Email: keith@cartridge-plus.co.uk
wwww.cartridge-plus.co,uk
ww.cartridge-plus.co.uk

Clarity Computer
Solutions
Computers, broadband, wireless, networks.
PC & Mac
01962 734750 07808 480344
philip@claritycomputing.co.uk

www.claritycomputersolutions.co.uk

Tom Fisher
Tree Care
A professional local service
Specialist in tree care
Hedge trimming Stump grinding
Garden reclamation
Fully qualified and insured
01962 861891
07725 835715

Hypnotherapy at Studio49
26 The Dean Alresford SO24 9AZ
Stress, anxiety, unwanted habits, relaxation,
Call NOW to book your FREE initial consultation and discover
how Hypnotherapy could HELP YOU

01962 738683 or 07724 010244

41

Keylink SAS Ltd
Mercedes, BMW,
Porsche and VAG
servicing & repairs
specialist.
(All other makes too).
Competitive rates, full diagnostics,
MOTs arranged.
Air conditioning service and
repair.
Free collection, delivery or
courtesy car.
www.keylinksas.co.uk
info@keylinksas.co.uk
01256 397150
Unit 15/16 The Calvert Centre
Woodmancott Winchester, SO21 3BN
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High Quality
- Dressmaking
- Restyling
- Alterations
- Repairs

Traditionally made
- Bespoke curtains
- Blinds
- Cushions
- Curtain tracks
& poles
- Fabrics

Call or email us today

2014 UK Garden Machinery
Dealer of the Year

www.georgecanngardenmachinery.co.uk

Blinds & Awnings

Your local self-storage facility





Convenient Location
 Full Range of Unit Sizes
Easy Access
 Commercial and Private Use
Unloading Under Cover
 Short or Long Term
Friendly Staff
 Competitive rates
Contact us for Information and Advice
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