The Cricketers Inn
Easton Village, SO21 1EJ
A traditional and friendly
village inn
“Menu of the Day", runs Mon-Sat
2 courses for £12 or 3 for £15

Home cooked food, real ales
and en-suite accommodation
Tel: 01962 791044
www.thecricketersinn-easton.co.uk
thecricketerseaston@yahoo.co.uk
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WELCOME to the Valley News
It’s the October issue but as
we write, summer is still
going very strong in the
Editor’s chair. We’re indulging
in the last of the summer wine and
sporting flip-flops. Fi fresh from the
Cornish coast and Lucy bleary eyed
from Ibiza. We’re loathe to admit that
a change of season is in the air,
especially as this issue of the Itchen
Valley News is a veritable recipe of
sunshine. A sprinkle of street parties, a
twist of fetes and a dollop of marital
bliss.
As we look back at this Indian summer,
we hear about the Valley Gardeners’
latest adventure, we also reflect on the
success of Easton & Martyr Worthy
Cricket Club and other sporting
heroes living in our midst. Sure shot
Araminta Stubbs, now a British record
holder (page 25) and this month’s
cover star is valley based cricketer Kyle
Abbott who finished his season for
Hampshire with the best bowling
figures in first-class cricket since 1956.
There must be something in the water.
The talent doesn’t stop there, our
Itchen Insight this month is Kirsten
accelerating ahead with her mechanic
skills at Easton Garage and we meet
Louise Waldron, taking the slopes by
storm with her range of merino
skiwear.
If you’re already embracing Autumn
and that back to school feeling, cheer
up, it’s nearly half term! Love it or hate
it, HALLOWEEN will soon be upon us
bringing with it Brexit (?) and the usual
horrors of far too many sweets and
plastic tat. Good to know therefore
that responsible recycling is alive and

well. See page 39 for a new initiative
turning recycled rubbish into cash for
charities.
As always, massive thanks to our
regular contributors. No dead wood in
this issue apart from the worrying
threat to our ash trees. The
informative article on page 31 is a must
read. No issue is complete without a
helping of food and we’re delighted to
tell you about the reopening of the
Easton village shop at the Chestnut
Horse, a new cook book from our
local ice-cream makers and Pub Spy
gets foxy with feedback from a
refurbished pub in Crawley. Perhaps
it’s time for the Eds to flip off their
flops and venture into Autumn. Next
month’s Editor is Charlotte Appleby.
Lucy Wolfe & Fi Mcintosh
Itchen Valley News
Chief Editor
Vernon Tottle
Editors
Charlotte Appleby, Verity
Coleman, Tony Gaster, Fiona
McIntosh, Lucy Wolfe
Advertising
Jenny Sloan
Distribution
Lyn Jones IA&A 07899 922221
Gilly Greenwood E&MW 779540
Treasurer
Henry Labram
For editorial enquiries, articles, letters or
comments, please email:
itchenvalleynews@gmail.com.
For advertising enquiries, please email:
itchenvalleyadvertising@gmail.com
Postal address: Itchen Valley News, Hazeldene,
Northington Road, Itchen Abbas, SO21 1BE
Please send all contributions for November 2019 by
Tuesday 15 October. All material is published in good
faith and the Valley News cannot be held responsible
for any information given or views expressed; neither
can it be liable for any loss arising from the use of any
information or advertisements contained herein. The
Editorial Team reserves the right to refuse or amend
articles or advertisements submitted for publication.
Printed by Greenhouse Graphics of Basingstoke.
Cover photo courtesy of Kyle Abbott, other photos
from various contributors.

3

What’s On
Wednesday 2 October
Hampshire Autumn Fair 9.30am to
4.00pm at The Grange, Northington,
Alresford, SO24 9TZ
90 Stalls, Excellent Café, Easy parking.
£5 tickets in advance go to
www.artfund.org/Hampshire
or £6 on the day.
Saturday 5 October
Alresford Community Choir Autumn
Concert. An evening of music for all
tastes in the beautiful Norman Church
of St Cross, Winchester. The choir will
perform a feast of choral music
including sacred anthems, songs from
pop and musical theatre, as well as folk
songs and spirituals arranged by John
Rutter. The concert will feature special
guest soloist Chris Pott and will be
directed by Keith Clark, supported by
mezzo-soprano Amy Williamson and
their amazing accompanist Kate Jones.
Doors open 6.45pm, the concert starts
at 7.30pm. Tickets £12-£15 from
Oakleaf Stationery, Alresford and
www.alresfordchoir.com.
Friday 11 October
Charity Quiz Night in aid of HomeStart Winchester at Itchen Abbas &
Avington Village Hall. For tickets
costing £12.50 including a Ploughman’s
supper call 01962 851177 or email
info@home-startwinchester.org.uk.
The event is sponsored by Rothmans
Accountants.
Tuesday 29 October
The Friends of Alresford Cancer
Research UK invite you to a talk by
Rosamund Wallinger “My Gertrude
Jekyll Garden. Her Art and the good
things I have learnt”,
2.15 for 2.30pm start at Itchen Abbas
& Avington Village Hall. Tea will be
4

served after the talk. Tickets cost £20
from Sara Nangle on 01962 771617/
saranangle@hotmail.co.uk
Saturday 2 November
Save the date for Easton Fireworks
Night at the David Roth Memorial
Cricket Ground, More details to come.
Sunday 10 November
The Annual Remembrance Sunday
parade for 2019 will be held in front of
the War Memorial at St John's Church,
Itchen Abbas on at 10.50 am. All
members of the Royal British Legion
and anyone else who has served in the
armed services, in whatever way, are
invited to attend. We plan to form up
at 10.45 am. Please wear medals if you
have them. The RBL badge should be
worn below the poppy. The wearing of
hats and carrying of umbrellas is at the
discretion of individuals. In the event
of (very) wet weather there will be no
parade but members will be invited to
gather at the War memorial for the
two-minute silence and wreath-laying.
The Remembrance Service will be held
in St. John's Church, Itchen Abbas,
shortly after the two-minute silence.
The service will be ecumenical: it is
designed for everybody. The Annual
General Meeting of the Royal British
Legion Itchen Valley branch will be held
on Sunday 10 November 2019 - 12.30
pm at Prince's Mead School (The
Mirror Room) all members are
encouraged to attend.
Richard Seymour, Hon. Sec. 779401
Wednesday 13 November
Upper Itchen Valley Society AGM. All
members are welcome to come to the
Society’s AGM at 7pm (wine) for
7.30pm (speaker) in Martyr Worthy
Village Hall. We will have an update
from one of the Trustees on the work
being done on the Watercress Way
and the way in which the Trustees see
the route developing in the future.

There may also be another speaker on
a topical subject but this has not yet
been finalised and a notice will appear
in the November magazine. This will
be followed by the normal AGM
business, election of officers etc. We
look forward to seeing you.
UIVS Committee
Thursday 14 November
Easton WI will be hosting an open
evening in November with
entertainment by Tony and Sandra
Hurlin and members of the Itchen Folk
Band.
Saturday 16 November
Christmas Fair 3-5.30pm at Itchen
Abbas & Avington Village Hall. Chance
to meet Father Christmas
and other children’s activities, Café,
cakes, tombola, raffle and plenty more!
Saturday 16 November
Quiz in aid of Barnados at Itchen
Abbas & Avington Village Hall.
Saturday 23 November
Proteus Theatre Company production
"A Christmas Knight". Martyr Worthy
Village Hall.
Tuesday evenings 7pm – 8pm
Qi Gong and Tai Chi for health and
happiness at Itchen Abbas & Avington
Village Hall. Nurture and care for your
body, mind and soul with simple
self healing exercises. It involves both
moving and standing exercises to
improve health (skeletal, muscular,
respiratory, blood pressure,
digestion, hormones, posture and
nervous system) and there are mental
benefits too! We are a small, friendly
group of beginners and experienced
practitioners. Everyone is welcome!
For more details email Emma on
WinchesterQigong@gmail.com or call
07863 203630.
Emma Snagge

Comings & Goings
In Easton, we welcome Tim and Nicola
Dixon who’ve moved to Overdell in
Malt House Close with Amelia (aged 4)
and Annabel (aged 3). They’ve moved
from London via Bosham. Tim is
teaching at St Swithun’s.
Louise and Wayne Brown have moved
into Paidon with five children: Harry,
Harvey, Sophia, Lily and Lottie. They
have been living between France and
London.

Save the Dates
Wednesday 11 to Saturday 14
December Easton Pantomime
Next year:
25 April 2020
Martyr Worthy Plant Sale at Chilland
6 June 2020 EastonFest
13 June 2020 Party to mark 20
years since the opening of the new
Itchen Abbas and Avington village hall.
18 June 2020 Sparkling Preview at St
Mary’s Easton
19-21 June 2020 A Festival Of
Gardens & Flowers in Easton & St
Mary's
Open air theatre at Avington Park:
19 July 2020 Sherlock Holmes
16 August 2020 Twelfth Night
19 September 2020 The Building
Ball 7pm, at the David Roth Memorial
Cricket Ground, Easton. To raise
monies to complete the storage
rooms at the village hall.
Please send your future event dates
to itchenvalleynews@gmail.com.
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COCOA & WHEY CAKES
WEDDING CAKES, CELEBRATION CAKES,
PARTY CAKES, CHILDREN’S CAKES, CUPCAKES
& ALL MANNER OF SWEET & SAVOURY TREATS!

ANNOUNCING THE OPENING OF
THE ALRESFORD WELLNESS CENTRE
Offering our community access to health
professionals and therapists who excel in
their field, helping you to look and feel
your very best.
GP Led Menopause Clinic
Life Coaching
Deep Tissue Massage
Reflexology
Skin Health / Anti-ageing Aesthetics
Aromatherapy
Counselling
Hypnotherapy
Reformer Pilates
Psychotherapy

LIVE WELL
FOR APPOINTMENTS PLEASE VISIT:
www.cocoaandwheycakes.co.uk
Tel: 01962 779193
Email: cocoaandwhey@gmail.com
4 New Cottages, Avington, Winchester,
Hampshire SO21 1DD
(By Appointment)
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www, alresfordwellnesscentre.co.uk
14 West Street Alresford SO24 9AT
(above Wildbunch Florists)
Telephone Sally Curson 07887 878567 for any queries

Valley Happenings - Fetes
Galore

This year’s Easton Fete was a gloriously
sunny and warm day with hats, summer
dresses, shorts and t-shirts. Our
rector Alex Pease opened proceedings
at 2pm and the fun began. There was a
fantastic atmosphere with young and
old enjoying the afternoon.
Children enjoyed both magic show and
games, there were rides in a vintage
jeep and on the ever popular donkeys.
Jude’s ice cream were there for a cold
snack when the heat and excitement of
the afternoon got too much!

Tea and cakes in the Hall, out of the
sun and the cakes were really
scrumptious! The produce stall sold
delicious home made chutney, jams and
cakes.
There were trade stands run by small
local businesses to browse and buy

from with beeswax wrap and pet
accessories among the items on sale
this year.
The bar with a radio kept the crowd
abreast ,via the master of ceremonies,
of the drama unfolding in the Ashes
cricket at Headingley as Stokes kept
England’s hopes alive.
This year’s dog show was hugely
successful with prizes for the “fluffiest”
and “friendliest” dog being hotly
contested.

One 20 year-old, who had come home
for the weekend and is now living and
working in London said to me, “It’s just
how I remember it as a child, except
everything seems smaller; my American
colleagues would be overwhelmed by
this quintessential English scene!”.
Our thanks go to the Fete Committee
for help organising such a fun day and a
big thank you to all those who ran
7

stalls, games
and
generously
gave their
time to help
set up and
clear up on
Monday.
A big thank
you to the
cricket club
who were the acting treasurer this
year and did a fantastic job. We raised
nearly £5,000 to be divided equally
between the Easton Village Hall, the
cricket club and the Valley churches. A
fantastic result!
Sophie Goodall and Lyn Russell

Ovington and Itchen Stoke
Fete
On a glorious
late summer
afternoon, the
villages of
Ovington and
Itchen Stoke
held their
biannual Fete
in the
beautiful grounds of Itchen Stoke Mill,
home of Roger Harrison.
The weather certainly helped and more
than 300 families joined in the fun
including our local MP, Steve Brine.

Pony rides and games for everyone
including a popular Coconut Shy and
our favourite Splat the Rat kept them
all occupied. As well, there were the
old favourites, Bric-a-Brac, Tombola, a
Bottle Stall, Cakes and Produce and a
popular second hand book stall.
The raffle with many generous
donations by local retailers, including a
case of The Grange Estate’s new
sparkling wines, was drawn by actress
Sarah Parish who lives nearby.
The ever popular teas on the banks of
the Itchen, with a fly casting
competition in the background, were
very well attended. Sitting in the
sunshine in this idyllic spot was not a
problem!
The team of more than 40 hard
working volunteers did a wonderful job
and a preliminary count of the
proceeds came to £3,719. This well
exceeds previous years and will go
towards the fabric fund of St Peter’s
Church Ovington.
Elisabeth Ribeiro

Easton WI Meeting
This month we were
treated to a detailed
talk on All Things
Coffee by Hannah
Scott who works at
Winchester Coffee
8

Roasters and
Winchester
Coffee
School in
Kings
Worthy.
We heard
about the two main types of coffee, the
Robusta which has a high caffeine
content and Arabica which is milder.
Robusta can be grown in more varied
conditions, it takes 3 years to mature
and has a woody, tobacco like aroma.
Arabica is grown in high altitude
equatorial areas and takes 5 years to
mature. It has a lower caffeine content
and produces a higher quality end
product.
The more care given to the harvesting
and roasting of the beans makes a huge
difference to the eventual flavour.
Coffee should be ground as required, it
should never be kept in the fridge or
freezer and for a perfect cup, the beans
should be used within 6 weeks of
purchase.
The evening concluded with what else
but a cup of coffee!
We will be hosting an open evening in
November when we will be treated
to entertainment by Tony and Sandra
Hurlin and members of the Itchen
Folk Band, more details next month,
but keep the date free, 14 November.
Pauline Lund

Bridge Tea in aid of St Mary’s,
Easton
Easton is raising funds for a new church
room and on a lovely sunny
afternoon in early September, 64 local
bridge players gathered to support this
exciting venture. Sara and Frits Janssen
generously offered their beautiful home
which entailed lots of heavy furniture

moving and
general
disruption for
them.
Everyone was
made very
welcome and
the friendly
atmosphere
was
commented
on by many of
the players. Bridge tables were
squeezed in all over the house and one
group took advantage of the sunshine
and played in the garden.

Halfway through the afternoon, play
was paused for a delicious tea.
A working party of village residents
kindly contributed their time and
talents to move chairs, help park cars,
produce a raffle, bake cakes, make a
cornucopia of sandwiches, pour tea and
wash up. Many thanks to everyone who
participated in whatever way.
A good sum was raised for the church
in the course of a very pleasant
afternoon
Jane Anderson
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Wessex Historic Ploughing
Match

On 15 September in glorious sunshine
thirty six competitors from as far away
as Oxford competed in the annual
ploughing competition at Graces Farm,
Martyr Worthy. It was the club’s 50th
anniversary.
The photograph is of Mark Smith from
Itchen Stoke who was crowned The
Champion Ploughman.
Frances Gray

court. The singers who sang out in the
choir, John for playing the organ, the
bell ringers for ringing us out, the
amazing talent of Pauline Lund and her
team who created stunning flowers
throughout the church. Vanessa and
Sara for their organising and clearing up
after. To our inspiring Vicar, Alex
Pease for conducting a truly happy
service that we will always remember.
Finally to Nick Canfor for driving Mr
and Mrs Ellis-White away in such style.
They say it takes a village to raise a
child.....job well done Easton. Thank
you all so much.
Naomi Ellis (mother of the bride!!)

Abbots Worthy Street Party

Wedding Bells!

Local residents got together at the
bottom of Mill Lane, to coincide with
the Open Gardens as part of the
Worthys Festival.
Verity Coleman

Ride and Stride
Thank you to everyone from the Itchen
Valley for helping to make Rosie and
Dan’s wedding on 17 August such a
special day. To the many people who
donated rose petals all summer from
the gardens of Easton (and Jersey,
thanks Mary Hall) to shower the happy
couple with, our friends who so
generously provided accommodation
and those who cheered from the tennis
10

It was an absolute joy to welcome 31
cyclist and walkers from different
churches across Hampshire who were
taking part in the sponsored Hampshire
& Islands Historic Churches Trust
event to St Mary's Church Easton and
the Itchen Valley Churches. They were
met with offers of refreshments, a
friendly chat and good wishes for their
onward journey. This year St. Mary's

E&MWCC Season End 2019

held a coffee morning to coincide with
the event for Hampshire and Islands
Historic Churches Trust.
Thank you so much to everyone who
were greeters in the churches and for
those who came along to the coffee
morning.
Vanessa Rosewell

Changes to the skyline in
Itchen Abbas

Electricity lines are not pretty so, if
they offend you, get the lines put
underground. On September 11
exactly that happened.
I must say from what I saw the
contractors were very efficient, despite
cutting the power to Avington and
blocking the footpath behind Shelly
Close. So now we have a new vista and
it looks great.
Tony Gaster

Easton & Martyr
Worthy CC had a
busy summer in 2019.
The cricket club
currently fields three
senior cricket sides on
Saturday afternoons from May to the
end of August, in the Hampshire
Cricket League. We have practice and
nets on a Thursday evening.
Results this season have been positive
and at the end of the season our First
team stayed in the County Division 1
League after 6 wins in their 16 games;
the Second Team finished top of
Regional Division 1 Central League
after 11 wins from their 12 games; and
the Third Team also achieved
promotion from County Division 2
Central League after finishing 3rd with
6 wins and a tie from their 9 games.
We started the season with the goal of
promoting our Second team; to achieve
this for the both the Second and the
Third teams (who usually play with 5
or 6 of our Juniors each week) has
been a great club achievement.
We welcome all support from the
Itchen villages to come along and
practise, play and support our games
and you can contact myself or the Club
Secretary (Seb Stannard) if you would
like any further details on this for next
season. Our Club AGM will be on
Thursday 28 November at the
Clubroom – all cricket club members
and interested villagers are welcome to
attend.
We also have a very active Junior
section at the club that provides
cricket for children from the age of 7
upwards. This starts with the All Stars
programme (for the youngest) and
continues with games for the U9, U11
& U13 age groups. We play matches on
11

AVINGTON PARK

Stunning Home available for
Weddings, Parties, Meetings
and Corporate Events.
House, Grounds and Tea Bar
open to the public 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm
May - September on
Sundays, Bank Holiday Mondays
and Mondays in September
01962 779260
www.avingtonpark.co.uk

12

website www.emwcc.co.uk.
Adrian Lee – Club Chairman
Seb Stannard – Club Secretary
George Burnand – Juniors Manager
Adrian Lee, Club Chairman

Easton Sixes

Club Cup Winners. From left to right Wilf La Fontaine-Jackson; Dave Ling,
Ethan Brackstone, Ashley Wilmott, Ben
Stanbrook

a Sunday in leagues for boys and girls
teams – and combined teams in certain
leagues. We train on a Monday &
Tuesday evening and any parents
wanting to find out how their children
can participate should contact the
Juniors Manager, George Burnand.
We shall be celebrating the
achievements of the Juniors at the
Village Hall on Saturday 5 October.
The cricket club exists because of the
support of the players, parents and its
generous partners; in particular, we
should recognise the assistance of
Judes Ice Cream for their support of
the Juniors over the last few years. A
massive thank you to Judes - and all
our other partners - who have offered
financial or other support to the
Cricket Club this season.
Our club is all about active
participation, enjoyment and sporting
achievement – and we are proud to be
involved with our local community. If
you want to be part of the Cricket
Club - whether as a player or a valued
supporter - we would love you to get
in contact with us.
Our contact details are all on the club

Eight teams made up of players of all
ages took part in this hotly contested
cricket tournament. The winners this
year were Anglesea Capital with
Fenwick Elliott aka ’Legal Eagles’
runners up. This annual Fun day raised
more than £3,000 for the E&MWCC.
The majority of this goes towards the
development of younger players.
Fi McIntosh

Obituary - Sue Olden
1948 - 2019
Sue was a wonderful
lively character from
Hazeldene Gardens in
Itchen Abbas who lit up
our monthly CAMEO
lunches at St John’s
Itchen Abbas with her
laughter and sense of humour. Sue’s
13

OCEAN ROOFING
OCEAN GUTTERING SERVICES
AND ROOFING
Gutter Maintenance and Repair
Roofing Repair
NewFlat
FeltRoofing
Roofing
New
Lead Roofing
80 High Street, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 9AT
PHONE:
01962
885928
Tel. 01962
779690
www.guttering.uk.com

www.ocean-roofing.co.uk

ALRESFORDPILATES
Small group classes or
private sessions
Close supervision and
individual support
Further details www.alresfordpilates.co.uk
Call/text Sally Hogg - 07771 522665
Email: sallyhogg@btinternet.com
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PETER G FISHER
GAS SAFE registered 219242

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Engineer
33 Victena Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7FY

Phone 02380 600834

Mobile 07860 401304
Credit and debit cards accepted

Hampshire Rural Management Ltd
hantsrmltd@gmail.com 07730 099611
________________________________________________________________________

Estate Maintenance
Hedge cutting

Stump Grinding
Woodland Maintenance

Gate Posts and Gates

Hedge & Tree Planting

Paddock Topping

Groundworks

Agricultural, Equestrian & Garden Fencing
Find us on yell.com

life began in Hampshire and while living
at Mottisfont, where her father was the
butler, she met and fell in love with
Richard. They married in 1967, and
two years later welcomed their
daughter Sarah. As Sarah got older,
Sue embarked on several different jobs.
She worked at Winchester College and
the “Crusades” for a number of years
and enjoyed being among people from
all over the world.
Sue was a very sociable person and
enjoyed life. She loved to laugh and
have fun. Music, dancing and wildlife
were some of her passions. She was a
very loving, caring and loyal person and
her family and friends were very
important to her. Losing their only
child in 2012 devastated Sue and
Richard, but despite everything, she
carried on smiling and caring about
others. She was truly amazing in her
determination to continue and make
the most of her life. Sue had a vitality
and presence and her passing has left a
huge hole in the hearts and lives of her
family and friends. She will be
remembered with much love and
affection.
Charlotte Appleby

Lung Disease and Pulmonary
Hypertension - two incredibly rare
conditions.
Over the following year Elsie would
barely see home. She spent most of
her life amongst nurses and doctors,
with us firmly by her side. She took
many medicines each day, was fed by a
tube to protect her lungs, needed 24/7
oxygen and was on a continuous IV
infused drug. Yet despite all her
surroundings, daily pain and
uncertainty, she flourished into an
amazing little girl who was so trusting

Elsie Lark Binney Martin
Our incredible daughter Elsie Lark was
13 months old when she died on 2
August 2019. Brave, inquisitive and so
very gentle, Elsie was an absolute
delight.
At just 8 weeks of age Elsie was
transferred from Winchester A&E to
Southampton General Hospital by the
PICU retrieval team, where she
subsequently stayed for four and a half
months, in and out of various
departments and undergoing so many
procedures. A lung biopsy and heart
catheter revealed she had Interstitial

and loving.
It became clear though that Elsie would
need a double lung transplant to have a
chance at a happy, albeit desperately
short life. However, after yet another
prolonged admission to intensive care,
Elsie finally caught pneumonia while on
the ventilator and she died in our arms.
All throughout her year long illness and
our time living with Elsie at hospital, we
15

received tremendous support from our
neighbours in Easton. Our cat,
Crumble, was fed twice daily and our
house was watched over through all
the changing seasons. Care packages of
home cooked meals were delivered to
us and numerous texts and emails kept
us positive.
Since Elsie died, our neighbours, the
village and further afield in the valley
we have felt your love - and for that
we are so incredibly thankful. The
outpouring of cards, letters and flowers
were beautiful and little gifts left on her
tiny wellies, still next to ours in the
porch, have all been truly touching.
So many of
you have
been there
to hug us,
distract us
and to help
us see that
there will
be a
purpose for
us as we
adjust to
our new life
without
Elsie.
Her funeral
at St. Mary’s was attended by almost
130 people, and we know that many of
you reading this will have been
there. You cannot begin to know the
effect your attendance had on us. The
power generated by so many deeply
caring people, it’s just immense.
Our daughter will never be forgotten
and we treasure our family, friends and
you, our neighbours, for being such an
unwavering support.
THANK YOU,
Helena & Phil - Elsie’s Mummy and Daddy
xx
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From Our MP
Last month in this
magazine, I wrote
about a special
“Schools in
Winchester” debate
I led in Parliament
just before the
Summer break. Seems like a long time
ago!
Central to it was a plea that Ministers
produce a long-term funded plan for
schools as has recently happened for
the NHS where I was of course a
Minister. Supporting schools in
Winchester is a key focus for me so I
was delighted to use my experience to
help land the recently announced
massive new funding package which
followed.
In case you missed it, funding in
primary and secondary schools is
increasing by £14 billion. Per pupil
funding will rise to a minimum of
£5,000 for secondary school pupils
next year and £4,000 for primary
school pupils by 2021-22 and there’s
some £700 million more for children
with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities next year. This was a key
focus for my debate as I see first-hand
how high-needs provision is struggling
in Hampshire.
Further to this, and another campaign I
have pursued in Parliament over many
years, is new investment – some £400
million - in education for 16-19-yearolds, including further education and
sixth form colleges such as our own
excellent Peter Symonds. The boost is
the single biggest annual increase for
the sector since 2010 and I know from
my meetings at PSC is really welcome,
if only a start.
And finally on this, I am pleased to see
this country is at last raising teachers’

PRESTIGE
CARS
of
ALRESFORD
Private
Available
For
Private
HireHire
Available
For Airports,
Airports
– and
Theatres
–
Cruise
Terminals
Train Stations
Restaurants
Longer Journeys undertaken as well
Any Journey Undertaken
0196201962
865602732111
Mobile0775207734
570787699332

www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
kevin.mitchell202@btinternet.com
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salaries and benefits, recognising
teaching as the high-value, prestigious
profession it is. We’re seeing the
biggest reform to teacher pay in a
generation, increasing salaries for new
teachers to £30,000 by 2022-23 and
fully funding increased contributions
into the Teacher’s Pension Scheme.
Both are issues I tackled in my recent
debate which you can read more
about, and the wide range of issues I
covered, at www.stevebrine.com/
schools debate.

Secondly this month, my 2019 Summer
Tour continues (as always) throughout
September and October although this
has now morphed into my Prorogation
Tour! Quite unnecessary as it is, MPs
like me are determined to make the
most of the additional time in our
constituencies and I hope to see you
along the way as with so many who
attended my marathon session recently
(pictured) at the Buttercross in town.
Events such as these, and I am sure we
will be back in this area shortly, are
important to ensure I am as up-to-date
as possible with the views from my
constituency ahead of Parliament’s
return in mid-October. Email is great,
and I receive more than my fair share,
but there’s no excuse for good old18

fashioned engagement and talking to
people.
Finally, some of you may have noticed
my recent vote in Parliament which led
to the Conservative Whip being
suspended last month. These things are
never easy but the basic fact is we live
in a parliamentary democracy in this
country and no Government can forget
that. There has never been a majority
in the House, and I don’t believe in
Winchester, for no-deal so while I
know there will be different views,
please know I have always put my
constituency and my country above my
own self-interest and I will go on doing
that as your MP for as long as
Winchester allows me.
I would like to thank all constituents
(some more unexpected than others)
living in this area who have sent me
supportive messages in recent weeks.
Your grace and kindness has meant a
great deal.
Much more via my website at
www.stevebrine.com but please ‘like’
my Page at www.fb.com/SteveBrineMP
for instant updates and this is where I
will post any news in relation to the
above.
Steve Brine
MP for Winchester & Itchen Valley

Jackie’s County Corner
Autumn is starting to
paint its colours as I
write this, but the sun
was shining as fellow
trustee Kim Adams
and I talked with
visitors about The
Watercress Way at
the Alresford Show.
We were kindly hosted by Hellards this
year. Many people came along to talk
to them, drink their prosecco and then

talked to us about the ways in which
they can volunteer or use the long
distance path!
You can see more about events or sign
up for our fundraising quiz on 17
November by going to
www.thewatercressway.org.uk.

family has special needs, or you use the
recycling centre, catch a rural bus, use
a street parking space, apply for a
disabled car parking pass, or visit a
country park, this will affect you. The
County is looking for ways to generate
income from some of these activities
to keep the essential services going.
Do you have an idea to reduce waste?
Maybe an idea for a book or a local
scheme? You can apply for a grant to
help you. Each County Councillor also
has a pot of grant money for the
community: usually I can offer around
£500, but a REALLY good idea could
attract a bigger grant! If you have a
great idea , please contact me to
explain how a grant could help and for
details of how to apply.
Councillor Jackie Porter
tel: 01962 791054, text 07973 696 085,
email: Jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk, twitter:
@JackieLibDem

If you went to the Littleton or
Alresford Show you may have seen the
pink tents of Hampshire’s Fostering and
Adoption service there. This summer I
have visited several homes around the
county for children who are in the
County Council’s care. Newly built in
the last few years, the new homes are
more like family houses than the old
institutions, but with over 1,200
children in care, more foster parents
are desperately needed. If you are
interested in being a foster parent, go
to www.hants.gov.uk/

From our City Councillor

socialcareandhealth/adoptionandfostering

for more details.
The County Council is having to make
annual reductions of £80million
revenue per year from 2021. Each
round of Government cuts bites
deeper into essential services. If you
have an elderly relative who needs help
or care, or a young person in your

I hear that the theatres
in London are emptier
than normal as people
stay home catching up
on the high drama of
parliament. Despite
how events may play
out in parliament or
indeed outside of it, Winchester City
Council continues to deal with the
everyday matters of our area, such as
waste collection and balancing the
budget.
New black plastic boxes are being
delivered in preparation for the glass
collection which will be starting in
October. Mine turned up a week ago
together with an explanatory sticker
on how to recycle different things. If
you haven’t received your black bin for
glass soon, go to the website and
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report it. Glass is to be collected
monthly, which will require some
changes to the overall pattern of
collection. A new collection calendar
is also to be sent out.
Many of the bin collection problems
have been the results of breakdown of
some of the existing fleet of waste
collection trucks. I understand that the
problems are mostly with the complex
hydraulic system of the vehicles. To
alleviate these problems, WCC has
started to buy a new fleet of waste
collection trucks. Some are already in
use. The new
lorries form part
of the council's
commitment to
reduce carbon
emissions and
they will also help reduce delays in
collection. The vehicles have state of
the art technology to help the crews,
and the highest green credentials
currently available; each lorry meets
the requirements of Euro VI legislation
which means they produce lower
emissions than the older fleet vehicles.
Sim City, well sort of……. WCC has
put together an interactive budget
simulator. The point of the activity is to
make a £5m saving to balance the
budget in 2022-2023. A simple device
that illustrates how hard it is to balance
the budget and still meet both basic
obligations and to also pay for the
items that add to a better quality of life
for all. Actually, not as much fun as Sim
City, but it does something to explain
the balancing act that has to be done
with finance.
All quite dull stuff, but necessary. Still
after all the national politics, dull and
hum-drum suddenly seems a blessing. I
find myself wishing for much more of it.
Russell Gordon-Smith, Councillor for
Alresford and Itchen Valley

Tiddler Joke
Q. What do you get
when you cross a
vampire and a
snowman?
A. Frost Bite
Max (6 yrs) & Ava (4 yrs)
Jennings

From the Rectory
When you read this, we
are either staring in the
face of leaving the
European Union at
Halloween or something
has intervened to extend
the deadline or even to
reverse the decision to
leave.
Whatever the situation, there has been
a lot of pain over the last few years
since the EU Referendum. Nothing
that I can recall has divided us like this
issue. Whatever side one takes, as
soon as it is expressed someone else
throws their hands up in horror;
dinner parties end in conflict, brothers
disagree with brothers, children with
parents, husbands with wives. Some
pubs insist on a ‘no Brexit discussions’
rule to avoid people coming to blows.
It is all strangely familiar to anyone who
spent some of their school days
studying (as I did) the English Civil War
(1642-1651). Here again, families were
divided in their loyalties, either in
favour of the King or Parliament.
There was uproar in the House of
Commons and riots in the streets of
London. It became binary. Of course,
they eventually came to blows. Can
you imagine the horror of a battlefield,
charging towards the enemy…….to
see your brother facing you, sword in
hand…..
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It took a generation to recover but,
ultimately, we got over it. Those who
fought for Parliament and those who
fought for the King came together in
the Restoration of the Monarchy in
1660. It was on the return to the
country of the monarch, but with
tightly controlled powers, that
common sense was eventually restored
and our parliamentary democracy, with
its funny traditions and precedents and
delicate balance between people and
government was established.
Interestingly, the two great political
movements of the subsequent
centuries, the conservatives and the
radicals, or the Tories and the Whigs,
derived from those two warring
factions, the Cavaliers and the Puritans.
They represent the two main outlooks
of our political scene – the traditional
and the progressive – which still
dominate our politics in their different
forms and under different names today.
Bishop Graham Tomlin, who was Dean
of St Mellitus College (where I was
trained), wrote an article in The Times
recently (‘Deal or no deal, Britain must
retain its quirky identity’ The Times
Credo column 3 August 2019) pointing
out that both sides in the Brexit debate
are on to something, although the
other side might not like to admit it!
Bishop Graham points out that every
society needs a sense of its own
identity. He writes: ‘It needs to know
its own story, its language, the
literature its ancestors produced, its
common sense of humour…the
values…that make the nation….what it
is’ . Without it, Bishop Graham
suggests ‘people in that society start to
feel rootless, shallow, lost in a modern
globalized desert’. But, equally, Bishop
Graham observes ‘if a society has too
strong a sense of its own identity,
history and distinctness, it is also in
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danger, because every society needs
openness to other cultures, the insights
of other people and their histories to
avoid fossilizing, to reveal blind spots
and to stimulate change’. In the
Bishop’s view, Leave and Remain votes
were at least in part motivated by
these different perspectives.
Bishop Graham encourages us to get
back to the age old political and
spiritual task of seeking to ‘harmonise
the past and the future, identity and
openness, rootedness and adventure’.
Christian theologians have spent
centuries seeking to hold together in
tension things that often drift apart –
human and divine, grace and truth,
heaven and earth. In some respects,
the Church of England is a model of
this, with its wide range of differing
views in both the clergy and the laity
on the most important issues in our
faith and yet an ability to come
together in the Eucharist, share the
same communion rail. It is in this
respect a very English institution.
I would like to suggest that we all need
to learn from this. We need to accept
that there are different perspectives
amongst our friends, neighbours and
relations. It should be acceptable for
those we encounter to hold differing
views to us and to express them in our
presence and to recognize that society
as a whole must hold these differing
views in tension. As our Diocesan
Bishop Tim Dakin is inclined to say ‘we
disagree, that’s OK isn’t it?’ We need
to make sure that in the Itchen Valley,
at the very least, it is OK to disagree.
Alex Pease

Extension to St Mary’s Easton
Following repeated requests for a toilet
from those attending the church, the
increasing numbers of those attending

Sunday school, the need for a
kitchenette and the obligation that we
improve the disabled access, the parish
of the Itchen Valley is in the process of
planning an extension to St. Mary’s.
The parish has a growing congregation
of young and old and so we aim to
update our facilities in Easton to
accommodate the needs of our
worshipers now and in the future,
completing the work commenced
almost ten years ago. For a long time a
toilet and space for Sunday school have
generously been made available in
Dymoke House; however these
facilities become increasingly
impractical and their availability
becomes less assured. With little more
than an urn, catering has always been a
challenge and everyone would benefit
from improved access to the church,
not least those less fit, for whom
access though the main south door is
difficult.
In broad terms, we plan a
sympathetically designed building on
the north side of the church with
access down the east of the
churchyard, making greater use of the
north door via a small disabled parking
area in the churchyard. We believe that
these developments will satisfy present

needs and those for the foreseeable
future.
We have to date gained the approval in
principal of the diocese and the parish
(PCC). There remains a long way to
go; the design is being revised, we
intend to publish a leaflet on the matter
and to hold a public meeting for us to
explain the plan and to hear the views
of those in the valley, all followed by
approval of numerous local and
national bodies. This will all take time.
The purpose of this article is to inform
you of our intentions and to assure all
those interested that we are ready to
hear and take account of your
opinions. More information will be
made available once we have further
developed the plans and determine
how best to raise the finance. This will
be a major undertaking for which we
need the broadest support.
We view this development as essential
to ensure the future of St Mary’s.
Vanessa Rosewell and Theo Mezger,
Church Wardens.

Itchen Valley Entrepreneur Louise Waldron
This month
we talk to
Louise
Waldron
founder of ski
wear
company
Snow Finel
When and why did you decide to
start a ski wear business?
I started the business in 2014 with one
style of ladies jumper and a cashmere
hat. I hadn’t been able to find really
smart layers to wear under my ski
jacket so decided to try to create my
own. I launched at Spirit of Christmas
at Olympia in London, a bit of a
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baptism of fire but to a fantastic
audience.
How challenging has it been?
The challenge has been having to doing
it all... the creative bit, which is great
but also all the paperwork, which is
endless. I just have to get stuck into
any job and keep smiling.
What stage is the business at
now?
Snow Finel Ski Wear has grown
steadily since 2014. I add new products
every year and wait to see how my
customers react to them. I go to lots of
charity fairs with the products and I am
concentrating on building the online
market.
What would you put your success
down to?
Hard work, being a bit competitive
with myself and being reflective and
honest about what might happen next.
What are the main challenges
facing the retail sector these days?
Not sure I am qualified to answer that!
But for me, rising costs and maintaining
the brand’s current interest from
customers.

What sets your clothing apart
from other companies offering ski
wear?
It’s all designed by me so I understand
what skiers want. It’s all British made
from merino wool. It’s flattering as well
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as high performance. The range works
as a capsule so you can mix pieces to
suit different weather conditions but
always look stylish on and off the
slopes.
Would you ever consider opening
a shop?
My business is seasonal so the rails
would be empty in the summer!
What are you most excited about
this season and what should we all
be wearing on the slopes?
I love skiing throughout the season.
Fingers crossed for lots of snow again
in 2019. There’s a rather nice white
jumper I am going to wear a lot this
season ... only a lady with grown up
children who don’t eat spaghetti
bolognaise can say that!!
Happy skiing. Louise Waldron was talking
to Lucy Wolfe

Pub Spy - The Fox at Crawley
Those people who
remember the Fox’s
previous incarnation as
the Fox and Hounds will
be astonished at the
transformation from
pokey-roomed pub into
a large open spaced
dining area with bar and
a very modern vibe. The only
recognisable remnant of the building is
its striking façade.
We booked for 7pm and arrived just
about on time, and the two hungrier
members of the party were delighted
to find themselves still able to partake
of the set price menu available up till
7pm, so that made a very positive
impression along with the friendly
welcome.
The room was certainly busy for a
Thursday evening with a good cross
section of diners of all ages and varying

party sizes. Of
note to the slightly
hard of hearing,
although the soft
furnishings are
minimal the
designers have
cunningly installed
sound absorbing
panels in the pitched roof, so even with
a fairly full house, conversation was still
easy.
Our waiter was definitely wearing his
“L” plates and had to ask the
manageress about one or two things
which was a bit disappointing, but he
got there in the end and the food was
good with portions on the fair to
generous side and, price wise, what
one would expect from an
establishment of this sort.
On gentle probing, one of the party
managed to find out that around two
million pounds had been spent on the
refit. This refurbishment does include
several bedrooms, which, if decorated
in the same way as the dining room,
should be very comfortable and swish.
So, a plus if you decide to have an
extra glass of wine and find yourself
wanting a bed for the night, particularly
as the car park has quite an awkward
entrance!
Altogether, the overall ambience was
good (although the aforementioned
waiter might be annoying for some)
and we had a very pleasant evening.
Pub Spy

Araminta breaks British
Record!
On the bank holiday weekend I took
place in the Air Arms Cup at Yate
(Bristol). This Target Sprint
competition bought together athletes

Araminta Stubbs (on the left) with her
team mates

from Great Britain, Germany and Italy
for a series of races held over the
weekend. Competitors have to run
400m, shoot 5 knock down targets,
repeat and finish with a 400m run.
On the Sunday were team races. This
consists of a team of three, with each
of you completing an entire run
through of the event and tagging the
next team member. I was the third leg
runner, meaning that I had to maintain
the fantastic position we were in. Two
of the German teams were close in
front of us and close behind we had an
Italian team, so every shot counted. I
came over the line closely behind the
two German teams putting our Junior
Women’s team onto the podium in
third place. This team performance also
meant that we broke the current
British junior women’s team record in
a time of 16:03.16, making us the new
British junior women’s team record
holders.
Araminta Stubbs (19)
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PETER BRAY
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
ENGINEER
Repairs to Washing Machines, Dryers,
Electric Cookers, and Waste Disposal
Units
Service Agents for In-Sink-Erator,
Tweeny, Maxmatic, Waste King and
Waste Maid.

Tel 01962 714224
Mob 07885 490786
11 Hill Rise, Twyford,
Winchester SO21 1QH

For a fast, friendly, efficient local service
call Dave on 01962 435000 or 07989 582117
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Hot off the Press….but don’t
let it melt!
Congratulations
to Easton born ice
cream
entrepreneurs
Chow and Alex
Mezger on the
launch of their
Jude’s Ice Cream
& Desserts
cookbook.
Scrumptious
recipes to tantalise the taste buds. The
brownie recipe claims to be the most
’brownie’ brownie you’ll ever try!

Itchen Insight

Favourite place in Hampshire: The
Isle of Wight, it's beautiful.
Best thing about the Valley: The
community. It's refreshing that
everyone is looking out for each other.
Worst thing about the Valley: The
shocking amount of crime. Just goes to
show that no matter where you are,
you have to be careful.
Favourite Book: Through the
Looking Glass – Lewis Carroll
Favourite quote: “I can’t explain
myself, I’m afraid, Sir,” said Alice,
“because I am not myself, you see.”
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

From the Parish Council

The travellers
occupied Couch
Name: Kirsten
Green Playing Fields
Age: 26
at the end of June and
Occupation:
we managed to get
Mechanic at
them moved on in
Easton Garage
under forty-eight
Years lived in
hours. Since then it has been a case of
Valley: Two
dealing with the aftermath. First there
were temporary measures taken to
Your Life in
make it more difficult to obtain access
180 characters: Hampshire - born
while it was known that more than one
and raised and south coast explorer.
Geek at heart, with a computer science group of travellers was in the area.
Thank you to all those who put up with
degree. Currently learning a new skill.
the inconvenience caused by these
In the process, Easton Garage is
measures. Since then work has been
becoming a second home.
carried out on more permanent
Champagne Moment: Achieving a
measures to make illegal access more
high grade from university. For
difficult. Last month ditches and banks
were dug. Being new, the earth that
someone who’s more practical with
forms the banks is still loose. Please do
learning, it’s an incredible
not walk on them and also keep out of
accomplishment.
Surprising Snippet: Receiving double the ditches. We are hoping over the
of the amount of UCAS points needed. next few months to be able to seed the
banks and encourage the growth of
Passion: Paintball - This sport involves wild flowers. This will both stabilise the
quick thinking and a massive amount of soil and give all the environmental
team work.
benefits of wild flowers that have been
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Odd Job Guy
Outdoor Handyman
Guy Ralph
Tel 01962 852160 or
07787 710702
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recently highlighted in the Valley News.
The matting round the trampoline has
been repaired allowing children once
again to enjoy this popular piece of play
equipment. More fencing has been
installed as well as repair of the
damaged fencing round the car park. A
pedestrian and a vehicle gate have been
installed between the two fields. One
implication resulting from the ditches
and banks is that there is no longer
access for vehicles onto the grass from
the car park. That means that
contractors such as those who cut the
grass and those who carry out repairs
will be using the gate in the northwest
corner near the houses at Couch
Green. Rather than preventing parking
permanently at this entrance there will,
at times, be a notice on the gate in
question, asking people not to park
there so contractors can gain access.
Please respect this notice.
As will be understood, this has involved
a significant expenditure; from the
costs of employing bailiffs, cleaning up
the fields and part of the Watercress
Way, repairing damage and finally the
new preventative measures.
An approximate summary of these
costs is as follows:Cost of removing the travellers £2,911
Cost of cleanup operation £468
Cost of repairs £818
Cost of new preventative measures £1,287
Total overall cost £5,484
Less recoverable VAT £997
Less costs recovered from Insurers £1,733
Estimated Final Cost to the Parish Council
£2,754. Not a small sum but it might

have been worse.
As autumn approaches we are again at
hedge trimming time. While the Parish
Council looks after a number of
footpaths please remember that where
it is a right of way it is the land owner’s

responsibility to see that growth is cut
back to allow access for pedestrians.
On a similar subject, trees make a
significant contribution to the overall
beauty of the Valley. It is sad to say
that ash die back has reached us and
we are going to loose a number of
trees over the next few years.
Christopher Langford has written
about this in more detail in a separate
article (page 31). Please read it carefully
and keep an eye out for any ash trees
on your property that are showing
signs of die back. The Parish Council
will be doing the same for trees on the
bits of property it owns and also
considering what are appropriate
replacements for those that have to be
felled.
Patrick Appleby.

The Valley Gardeners:
September swansong in
Sussex

The last Valley Gardeners’ outing of
the year was a truly memorable finale
to the season. The Sussex Prairie
garden is 12 miles north-west of
Brighton and owned by a charismatic
couple called Paul and Pauline McBride.
They met in Luxembourg whilst
working for the legendary garden
designer Piet Oudolph. They decided
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Easton Village Hall Ina Williams 779465 or evh.booking@googlemail.com
Authentic Pilates

Mon

Ems Bray Pilates
Sally Stanyard
School of Dance
Brew with a View
Dionne Yoga

Tue & Thu 0845
Tue 1615 Thu 1830
Fri
1530
Sat 0900

Mahjong / U3A
Yoga for men
Panto rehearsal

0900 & 1830 Fri 0830

Judy

07774 899909

Emily
Sally

07876 033893
01962 776562

Ina
Dionne

01962 779465
07961 888676

Tue 1400 - 1700
Mon 2000 Sunday 1700
Wed 1930 Sun 1600

Anne
Alex
Anna

01420 563393
07814 678155
01962 779350

Yoga with Helen

Mon

1400

Helen

07703 278892

NCT Yoga

Wed

10.30 & 1800

Janet

07973 855107

1130 - 1230

Caroline

01962 779796

Wed 1500 - 1700
Tue 2015 Fri 0945 & 1100

Older Adult Exercise Thu

Martyr Worthy Village Hall
Lucinda Ffennell 779701 or simon@ffennell.plus.com
Riverbank
Mon Wed Thur 8.30am to 3pm
Kindergarten

Tues & Fri

8.30am to 1pm

Whist Drive

Thur

7pm

Maria

07900 437685

Itchen Abbas and Avington Village Hall
Details of bookings and real time availability are now available on our website.
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk Hall Manager Alex Bellisario
manager@iaavillagehall.co.uk 07947 191229 Village hall callbox 01962 791021
Regular Bookings
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Montessori
Zumba
Pure Circuits

Mon to Fri
Fri
Mon

08.30
10.00
19.30

Rugby Tots

Tue 10.00, Wed 10.15 &
Thur 15.50

Ladies Short Tennis
Pilates
Choir
Badminton
Swing It Dancing

Wed
14.30
Wed 09.15 & 18.00
Wed
19.30
Thur
19.30
Thur
21.30

Caroline
Sue
Juliette

01730 829377
07947 410394
07799 890860

Phil

03453 133258

Arminel
Aimee
Gary
Mike
Neil

01962 779611
07546 941489
01962 732350
07887 503345
07825 709691

to come back to Pauline’s family farm
and create their own version of the
new wave perennial style of planting
made famous by Oudolph.
Never have I experienced a walk
through a garden which bombarded 4
of my 5 senses in such an extreme way.
The swathes of gorgeous grasses and
voluptuous perennials such as pink
echinacea and golden rudbeckia were
dazzling to behold in the morning sun.
The stands of plants sighed and sizzled
in the wind adding plant “music” to the
mix. We could touch some plants as
we walked along the paths; here we
had to bend to get round or push our
way through others which seemed to
caress us as we past. Some plants filled
our noses with aromas such as freshly
cut coriander. It was a total sensory
overload. A delicious picnic lunch and
a chance to poke around in the slightly
eccentric but charming artists’ studio at
the Prairie garden made it a perfect
morning.

Parham House garden has become a
firm favourite with many Valley
Gardeners since we first visited it three
years ago in the Spring. Then there
were thousands of tulips, narcissi and
flowering trees; this time tumbling
banks of late summer flowers and
vegetables of much magnificence. This
garden just proved that, with
thoughtful planting, you can achieve

interest, colour and structure from the
first chilly days of early spring to the
dog days of late summer and beyond.
It would be fascinating to see this
garden in the winter months and I think
many of our club members would like
to do just that, as Parham has captured
their hearts. We will return!
Catherine Hahn

Ash dieback
The specific form of ash dieback known
as Chalara (caused by the fungus
Hynenoscyphus fraxineas) was first
identified in Britain in 2012. It was
hardly seen in Hampshire two years
ago but the speed at which it has
spread is alarming and there is today
almost no wood in the area that is
unaffected. The symptoms of the
disease can be seen in mature trees by
a dieback of twigs and branches in the
crown and perhaps blackened dead
leaves, which look like frost damage.
Saplings have dead tops and side shoots
and long diamond shaped lesions at the
base of side shoots.
Ash, unlike many other hardwoods,
acquires its structural strength from
newly grown live wood; Ash dieback
inhibits the flow of materials through
the tree’s internal structure and stops
the growth of new timber. As the
disease progresses it causes lesions on
the base of the tree that enable a
secondary honey fungus pathogen to
enter the tree. This honey fungus
damages the wood fibres causing the
tree to become brittle.
The combination of these two factors
makes the tree dangerous, whether it
is falling over onto somebody driving
or passing by or to the forester
carrying out felling. The Forestry
Commission recommends that any tree
showing more than 50% canopy
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The Practical Gardener

thinning should not be felled by hand
(i.e. by a person with a chainsaw) but
by contractors with tree shears or
mechanical harvesting equipment.
Another complication is that ash trees,
particularly veteran trees, have the
potential to be important hosts for a
number of species of bats that are
classified as European Protected
Species. It is an offence intentionally or
recklessly to disturb an EPS and so a
bat survey should be done before
felling can take place.
These factors make owning an ash tree
or wood a potential liability for
landowners. A lot of roadside trees will
be felled over the coming winters.
There is hope that some 5% of ash
trees may be resistant to ash dieback
and survive to breed, but this will take
a generation and in the meantime the
landscape will alter.
Whilst ash dieback is a significant
environmental issue, it is not caused by
Brexit or Climate Change!
Christopher Langford

Many of us find gardening a chore or
the work too physically hard so we
employ a gardener. Yet most of us
have lawns, which in my experience
take lots of time and effort. Indeed,
treatments can be costly and are
sometimes needed regularly. We want
our lawns to look nice, just the reverse
of the council folk who just seem to
make a mess. I have large areas of grass
but for me they are just a setting,
maybe something to walk over or for
the children to play on.
I think the real joys of a garden are in
flowers, trees and produce. Now trees
are very long term; what you plant
today may not mature for 100 years.
I’ve planted about 40 trees in the 15
years I’ve been in Itchen Abbas. I’ve
also had three chopped down. I feel
whenever we remove a tree, we
should plant at least one replacement
as they are such
an essential part
of our
environment.
There is so
much variety
and choice
today. We also
need to work
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hard to protect some trees. Chain
saws should be used with prudence!
Most of us enjoy colour in gardens and
actually some things work and others
don’t. The experts are not always right.
I’m a great one in experimenting with
annuals and perennials. I used to have
the most wonderful fuchsias, but they
have succumbed to some disease. I
think but cannot be sure that it came in
with plants from an on-line nursery.
As this month draws to an end, it’s
time to consider what plants and pots
will need protection when the frosts
arrive. So early in October I pot up
geraniums to go into the greenhouse
over winter. I did the same with
osteospernums with some success.

grow that you can imagine. I have to
admit my late pea crop is a failure.
Sowing after June does not work.
What a wonderful year it’s been so
far and gardening is said to be one of
the best forms of exercise. Give it a
try.
Happy Gardening!
Tony Gaster

Wildflower of the Month
Ragwort Important food
for the
Cinnabar
moth’s
caterpillars, or
a danger to
grazing
animals?
Send your views to the Editor!
Verity Coleman

Our Wild Valley - follow the
rainbow of autumn colours.
Those who enjoy good taste will have
been harvesting fruit and veg in
abundance. Autumn raspberries are
just wonderful, need little care and are
not attacked by birds. Ditto cultivated
blackberries. I am still looking for a
cure for whitefly and have recently
purchased a sulphur burner (it arrived
fitted with a foreign plug and without
the promised sulphur – well done
eBay). The idea is this can be used for
several hours at night. Time will tell.
My cucumbers have been badly affected
yet I have picked at least 100 from
three plants so far this year.
October is the time to buy onion sets
and garlic, just the easiest things to

Over the summer we were lucky to
see a lot of tides come in..... and then
go out....It takes about 10 minutes to
get into beach mode, dressed for the
sea and sand and then off, enjoying all
that the sea has exposed; rock pools,
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sea weed and space.
Here in the valley one of the clearest
transitions is seen in the farming world;
the fields changing colour and texture
with the seasons, of crops ripe and dry,
perhaps golden for harvest turning to
brown as stubble and stones are left
behind.
The change in
hedgerows is
also clear to
see from the
roadsides;
starting from
frothy flowers
in spring to late summer berries of
black elderberries, hawthorn red,
happy orange rose hips and grey
threads of old man’s beard; rainbow
colours to feed the soul and allow the
body to suspire freely.
These changes of tree, land and sea
give me much security and joy and flag
up the beauty within our valley as the

seasons pass. Our valley that in itself
does not keep still but stands up and
absorbs like a soft mattress, the
impacts of our human infrastructure; of
motorways and busy living, to demands
of life-sustaining farming, to impacts
from car pollution and waste. Our
valley takes all this on with our help
from the path clearer to the
councillors, vicar and lawyers, from the
recyclers and gardeners; the valley
needs us all.
A symbiotic relationship between our
valley and the occupiers weaves its way
along through time; taking on any
change with a long suspire and attitude
of ‘here we go again’ so it embraces
change and gets moving. How to
embrace change - google it, there must
be a million answers, but for me a hug
and chat from family or friend goes a
long way, as does a good stomp around
the block, a few deep breaths amongst
the trees and back for a slice of
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Can’t get the hang of
your computer?

Pure circuits classes
Mondays 8-9pm
at Itchen Abbas Village Hall

One-to-one tuition in your
own home by qualified trainer

Are you up for a new challenge? Suitable for all
levels of fitness. No equipment or fancy gear
needed, just a good sense of humour!

Gift tokens available

Run by local Personal Trainer Juliette Green.
FIRST CLASS FREE - Drop in classes only £6.

Call Christine for details on

Email purecircuits@gmail.com

01962 735359

or phone/text 07799 890860 to book your FREE place.

hair by

Louise

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Previous experience in top
West End and Winchester salons

01264 712037 07788 248378

Alresford Motor Services
New Farm Road

Grass and Astro Turf
Fencing + Decking + Patios
Digger and Dumper hire with driver
free quotes and advice

07818 800706 or 01962 469489
Memorials
Building Stonework Restoration

All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd

LAWN CARE

Dave Giles of Giles Tiles

Feed, Weed and Moss Control

Floor and wall tiling
Kitchen & bathroom refits
Friendly service & free quotes
dave@gilestiles.co.uk
07513 941962 01962 854184

Single/All-Year-Round Treatment
Scarifying/Overseeding
Weed Control of Driveways/Paths
Tel: Brian 07710 792839

FULFLOOD GALLERY & FRAMING
Keith Butcher
keith@fulfloodgalleryandframing.co.uk
3 Stockbridge Road, Winchester, SO22 6RN

01962 877992
www.fulfloodgalleryandframing.co.uk
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MH GARDEN WORKS

Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoody@gmail.com

A H SERVICES
Domestic gas engineer - certificated
plumbers
Boilers/Cookers/Gas fires - Installs/Servicing/Repairs
Electrical - Gas safety checks - Landlord’s safety
certificates
Bathrooms Property maintenance
Fully insured.
Telephone 07533 776406 or 07847144092

Meliora cogito

homemade chocolate cake.
No one knows what October will
bring, weather or otherwise, but keep
bright and hopefully have time to
breathe in the colours of autumn.
Sophie Rogers

Recycling for Charity
We are all
more aware of
the need to
recycle and
many of us are
frustrated that
much seemingly
good quality
plastic ends up
in the “dirty bin” to go off for burning
(to make energy, I know) but this is a
finite resource that is recyclable.
I have said I am happy to be a
collection point for a charity called
Kicks Counts which aims to help
pregnant mums to notice changes in
their babies’ movements which may
indicate a problem.
In essence, companies that produce
waste through packaging offer money
to charities who collect their
packaging and send it back for
recycling. For example, Pringles
accept back Pringles packaging. Some
companies will accept other brands of
packaging for that product as well for example all brands of bread bags
are accepted.
The types of things that can be
recycled include crisp packets, bread
bags, milk bottle tops, pet food
pouches, toothpaste tubes and
toothbrushes, trigger sprays from
cleaning products amongst others the list is too long for this article! I
will also be taking clean aluminium foil
and cans which will benefit Hampshire

Air Ambulance.
It takes some getting used to the
rules but we can do it!!
If you are interested in recycling more
this way then please contact me and I
will give you a complete list of what I
can accept, where and how to drop it.
Caroline on 779121 or 07971 268852
or caroline@carolleigh.co.uk
Caroline Kirkman

Winchester Show Stoppers!

Unique youth theatre company
“RicNic” aimed at age 16 to 21 has
been producing extremely high quality
musicals in Winchester for 15 years.
Started by two pupils at Winchester
College it quickly expanded to include
young people from all schools,
colleges and universities who live in
the South East. Every aspect of the
production is managed by them which
includes casting, budget, stage, crew,
orchestra, set design, choreography,
costumes, photography and compiling
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the programme. It is a truly
remarkable achievement and this year’s
show was ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’.
Auditions take place in the Easter
holidays and then there are intensive
three week rehearsals during the
summer at different venues. This year
it was Peter Symonds College and last
year it was Pilgrims School.
I spoke to the young 20 year old
conductor of the 18 piece orchestra
who was studying at The Royal School
of Music. There were several others at
the same establishment. The producer
was a young lady of 20 studying to
become an opera singer. The
exceptionally talented lead man was at
the RSC and the lead young lady was
still at drama school and clearly about
to become a star in her own right.
RicNIc has now expanded to Oxford
and London and hopes to set up in the
Midlands soon. Participation is free
and is funded by sponsorship, grants,
donations and a friends scheme. There
are short taster sessions for youngsters
who may never have had the
opportunity to take part in this type of
project.
It is wonderful to see young people
motivated, confident and achieving so
much on their own without adult help.
They are given full responsibility and
trust.
Do look them up on ricnic.org.uk and
see them at The Theatre Royal in
August next year. I can assure you that
you will be impressed!
Angela Wheeler

Local monthly information
Waste collections in October
Black bins and green bags on Fridays 11
and 25 October. Green bins on Friday
4 and 18 October.
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Cameo
Tuesday 15 October.
Farmers Market in Winchester
Sunday 13 and 27 October.
Parish Council Full Meeting
Thursday 3 October. Easton VH.
67 Bus operated by Stagecoach.

School term timetable operates
1 - 25 October.
Mondays and Thursdays to Winchester:

07:53 09:23 13:53 16:23 17:23
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays to
Winchester:
07:53 09:23 11:53 13:53 16:23 17:23
Mondays and Thursdays to Alresford:
11:49 15:19 17:11 18:09
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays to
Alresford:
09:49 11:49 13:19 15:19 17:11 18:09
School holiday timetable operates
28 - 31 October
Mondays and Thursdays to Winchester:

07:53 09:23 13:53 17:23
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays to
Winchester:
07:53 09:23 11:53 13:53 15:23 17:23
Mondays and Thursdays to Alresford:
11:49 15:19 17:11 18:09
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays to
Alresford:
09:49 11:49 13:19 15:19 17:11
18:09
Saturday service (same for the
whole month.
Towards Winchester:
08:23 11:23 14:23 17:23
Towards Alresford:
09:19 12:19 15:19 18:09
No Sunday or bank holiday service

All times shown are at Itchen Abbas.
Times are 5 minutes later (or earlier)
at Easton.

The Chestnut Horse rides again!
Now open after a
major refurbishment.
Our menu is
created using
ingredients
from award
winning local
suppliers and
we have a bar
that we believe
is the best
stocked
in Hampshire.

The Chestnut Horse

Easton
01962 779866
www.thechestnuthorse.com

BLB Private Car Hire
Airport, Docks &
long distance transfers
in safety & luxury

E.Mail
blbcarhire@gmail.com

07775 893146
Web:blbprivatecarhire.co.uk
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Keylink SAS Ltd
Mercedes, BMW,
Porsche and VAG
servicing and repairs
specialist. (All other
makes too.)
Competitive rates, full diagnostics,
MOTs arranged.

Air conditioning service and repair.
Free collection, delivery or courtesy car.

www.kelinksas.co.uk
info@keylinksas,co.uk
01256 397150

High Quality

Traditionally made

- Dressmaking
- Restyling
- Alterations
- Repairs

- Bespoke curtains
- Blinds
- Cushions
- Curtain tracks
& poles
- Fabrics

Call or email us today

Unit 15/16 Calvert Centre,
Woodmancott, Winchester SO21 3BN

Jemma Giles

your local

Advanced Clinical Massage Therapist.
Treating clients who suffer from:*Back and neck issues * Headaches
*Frozen shoulder *Tight muscles
*Low energy *Tennis elbow
Call Jemma to arrange your treatment on

07752 623234 or 01962 854184
jemma@massagetherapywinchester.co.uk
www.massagetherapywinchester.co.uk
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Workshop

Showroom

TEL 01962 771800

TEL 01962 771800

LACEYS FARM, BRAMDEAN, ALRESFORD SO24 0JT
www.georgecanngardenmachinery.co.uk
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