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WELCOME to the Valley News

It's a huge privilege to be part of the
editorial team. | would particularly like
to thank Vernon, who is encouraging,
helpful and supportive. Also behind the
scenes is Penny who helps with design
and does the covers. | think the
buzzword is teamwork.

Well it’s been an amazing struggle to
try and fit in all the contributions when
on the |0th of the month we even
contemplated a smaller edition. We
have to start a little earlier this month
and it clearly catches out some people.
So my thanks for all the contributions
and my apologies if a bit of trimming
was needed here and there.

It’s astonishing how much activity there
is in this community and judging from
the reports, a good time was had by all.
There is an absence of political
contributions due to the elections but |
feel sure everyone is still working just
as hard. One issue which | felt needed
airing was the proposed incinerator.
Having done some research into this, |
can assure readers that it is a complex
topic. Not all the correct information is
in the public domain. | think most of us
feel the idea is wrong from every
standpoint.

| was also persuaded to include an
article published in our neighbouring
magazine about a green Xmas which |
hope you will enjoy. Church related
activities figure strongly: a marriage
course, choir, parties, the meaning of
Christmas and something about a
former rector. We also hear news
about a revamped flower show so
watch this space.

This time of year would be nothing
without panto, so we have a two page

report about Robin
Hood and perhaps a
more modest event
called A Christmas
Knight. We also
have recipes and a plea for support
from the cricket club.

Could | make a plea to contributors for
bright photos and it helps if they are
sent to us separated from text. We
can’t edit pdfs in our Publisher
software, only convert them to image
files.

May | wish you all a memorable
Christmas and a New Year that brings
health, happiness and some excitement.
Next month the dynamic duo of Lucy
& Fi will be editing.

Tony Gaster
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What’s On

Sunday 22 December Carol
Singing in aid of Winchester
Hospice Appeal

The roads

are very

dirty. My

boots are

very thin.

I have a

little pocket

to put some

money in.

Knock on the knocker, ring on the bell.
Please give us a copper, because we’ve
sung so well. (Mummer’s carol)

We will be keeping alive the tradition
of singing carols in ltchen Abbas. Please
meet at Rodney and Joan Dartnall’s
house from 6pm for festive drinks
before visiting houses around the
village. We will arrive at Little Hayes
lane (by kind permission of the Cooper
family) at 7.30pm to sing carols with
neighbours gathered there.

Families welcome, especially
newcomers, music provided. Wear
warm clothes and bring torches.
Joan Dartnall (779 538)

Thursday 9 January Easton WI
New Year — New |deas. Why not give
your local WI a visit?

Our next meeting will be on Thursday
9 January 7.15 at Easton Village Hall
when we will be hearing about The
History of the Watercress Line.
Members enjoyed a delicious
Christmas lunch at the Cricketers in
December and our secret Santa raffle
raised money for The Salvation Army.
Resolutions form the basis for all WI
campaigns, and in January members will
be considering five:

*Potential stem cell donor registration

*Female crash test dummies

*Ending modern slavery

*Time to talk about death and dying
*Protection of our precious Helium
Each Institute will select one to go
forward to the AGM next June.

Sallie Peake

Saturday 4 April Boules

Calling all Boules Players in the ltchen
Valley and all of you who would like to
play but have never tried.

To the tune of Jingle Bells!

Grab your boules, don your coat, you may
need gloves & hat

We’re playing boules at the Village Hall
cos that is where it’s at.

Come & join the fun. More info in
February and wishing for some sun!
Pop the date in your diary - a fun day
for all the family to raise money for the
Itchen Abbas & Avington Village Hall.
Open to all standards of pétanque /
boules from none to tons!

Jenny Sloan

Lent Lunches 2020

Lent lunches will be held in the Valley
on the following Fridays in 2020: 28
February; 6, 13, 20 & 27 March; 3 April.
The charity chosen for the Lent
Lunches is Emmaus Hampshire, a
homeless charity based at Bar End.
They have some exciting developments
planned — more details to follow.

At the moment we have hosts &
venues for 28 February and 3 April, and
| would really appreciate offers to host
some of the Lunches in March —ideally
spread out over the four villages.

Many thanks.

Stephanie Gretton

Bridge House, Martyr Worthy, Winchester
SO21 IAS

01962 779379



Save the Dates 2020 & 2021

2| March 2020 Easton & Martyr
Worthy Safari Supper
25 April 2020 Martyr Worthy Plant
Sale at Chilland
14th May 2020 Upper ltchen Valley
Society 50th Anniversary Summer
Party in the garden of Martyr Worthy
Place
6 June 2020 EastonFest
13 June 2020 Party to mark 20
years since the opening of the new
Itchen Abbas and Avington village hall.
18 June 2020 Sparkling Preview at St
Mary’s Easton
19-21 June 2020 A Festival Of
Gardens & Flowers in Easton and St
Mary's
23 June 2020 Valley Boules
“Triples” - four villages knock-out
competition at Easton
1-4 July 2020 Southwood Players
open air play at Southwood House.
Open air theatre at Avington Park:

19 July 2020 Sherlock Holmes

16 August 2020 Twelfth Night
30 August 2020 Easton Fete

12 September 2020 ltchen Valley
Flower Show

19 September 2020 The Building
Ball 7pm, at the David Roth Memorial
Cricket Ground, Easton. Village Hall
fundraiser.

Tuesday 24 November 2020,
Saturday 30 January and Friday 26
February 2021 Martyr Worthy
lecture series

And more to come next month!

Please send your future event dates

to itchenvalleynews@gmail.com.

Festive Fun at Itchen Abbas
Christmas Fair

There was some early festive spirit at
Itchen Abbas Village Hall, courtesy of
the parents and children of Itchen
Abbas School, who put on their annual
Christmas Fair. This year was, as ever,
a great success with copious amounts
of mulled wine and mince pies, along
with some fantastic craft stalls, a very
popular custom printed T-shirt stall, a
dress-up photobooth and most
importantly, a visit from Father
Christmas. The Christmas decoration
stall, donated by ‘Wild at Heart’, was a
popular choice for ‘stocking’ up on
Christmas crackers, gifts and cards.
Children willingly parted with their
hard earned pocket money to take the
once-a-year opportunity to pelt their
teachers, Mr Bogan and Mr Robbins
with snowballs (an honourable sacrifice
for the funds raised). The assortment
of outdoor games, run by the Martins
kept the children busy, allowing the
parents to make the most of the winter
BBQ and café.
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The generosity of the valley’s WI was
astounding — Jill Croft’s home produce
stall would give any artisan deli a run
for its money. The stall was stacked
with jars of jams, chutneys, mince pies
and beautiful homemade aprons and
woollen toys. Clearly some very
talented ladies in the Valley! The stall
alone raised nearly £350 for the school
(a record | believe).

Several of the children from Itchen
Abbas School showed their budding
entrepreneurial skills, volunteering to
make and sell their own produce at the
fair. There was an impressive selection
of wares ranging from cool key rings,
bird feed biscuits, beautiful snow
globes, tasty savoury snacks, Aloe Vera
plants, cookies and to top it all off, a
pic-n-mix sweet stall. Between them,
they raised a fantastic £160! They were
even more pleased when they each
received the Head Teacher’s Award for

their efforts!

The fair is the biggest fund raiser of the
year for the school. This year the fair
raised an incredible £3,000 which will
go towards funding much needed
outdoor equipment and facilities.
Thanks to everyone who helped at the
fair, donated generously and came and
had fun. Until next year... Merry
Christmas!

Jake Ridley & Rachel Cowling

Bird of the Month

This month I've chosen a Great Tit on
a feeder to remind us that at this time
of the year birds appreciate extra
sources of food, and also to mention
the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch which
will take place on 25-27 January.
Elaine Labram

Tiddler Joke

Submitted by
Eddie & Jessica
Gloyn:

Question: What
do you call a cow
with no legs?
Answer: Ground
beef!!!




The Marriage Course

In January 2020, we will be running a
course in St John’s church, Itchen
Abbas, which aims to strengthen
marriages. It is not aimed at marriages in
difficulty — it is about prevention rather
than cure. Lucy and Alex Pease ran
seven of these courses over the last 20
years and tell us that the couples who
took part had a lot of fun in the
process.

The course starts on Wednesday 22
January and continues once a week
with a break for half term. There are
seven sessions in total. Each evening
lasts about 2 2 hours and includes
supper.

The format is as follows: the church is
set up rather like a restaurant and each
evening starts with a candle-lit supper
for each couple at their own table.
Whilst still sitting at your tables, there
is then a DVD talk given by Nicky and
Sila Lee (authors of The Marriage
Course and other family life
resources). During the DVD, there
are opportunities to discus the topics
raised, together as a couple. There is
enough background music and space to
provide privacy for each couple.

We hope to create a welcoming and
relaxed atmosphere, so that the
evening feels like going out on a date.
There is no charge for the course but
we do welcome voluntary
contributions to cover the cost of the
manuals and supper.

Please note that there is no group
discussion and no requirement to
disclose anything at all about your
relationship to anyone else.

Many of our friends have completed
The Marriage Course, and their
enthusiastic feedback has encouraged
us to run it here in ltchen Abbas. This

is what two of those couples say:

“We did The Marriage Course dfter five
years of being married. It was fantastic at
helping us re-focus on making our
marriage the best it could be, in identifying
bad habits we had fallen into and giving us
helpful tools to breathe new life and
energy into our marriage - especially
where we had been guilty of just taking
each other and the quality of our marriage
for granted.”

“We found having the space to invest in
our marriage and address the neglected or
trickier areas of our marriage, in a neutral
space, invaluable. Doing the course has
breathed new life into our relationship in a
way we hadn’t anticipated.”

We are really looking forward to doing
the course ourselves and would love as
many other couples as possible to also
benefit from it.

A sl

Please contact
admin@itchenvalleychurches.org if you
would like more information about
how we will be running the course, or
if you would like to hear more from
couples who have attended the course.
If you want to know more about the
content of The Marriage Course please
look at the website on
www.themarriagecourse.org.

James and Julia Wright



The Marriage

Course

Seven sessions
to help couples
strengthen their
relationship

No group work -
It’s like a date night

The ltchen Valley
Parish is running The
Marriage Course in the
new year, it will be at
7.30pm on Wednesday
nights starting on
22nd January at
St John’s Church,
ltchen Abbas and
running for 7 weeks
with a half term break.

Each session will
start with a meal with
your partner, then a
talk via DVD and an
opportunity to discuss
this privately between
you both.

ITCHEN
e VALLEY

Marriage :

Please let us know if you would like to attend:
admin@itchenvalleychurches.org




A Christmas Knight

Christmas came early this year at
Martyr Worthy Village Hall, with a
magical performance on a wet night in
late November of Proteus Theatre/
Scratch Built’'s new production “A
Christmas Knight” performed by Nick,
a versatile story teller, with the help of
a variety of puppets, all made by
himself.

The hall was full with excited children
and their parents and grandparents.
“When'’s it going to start?” came a
small voice from the front, half-way
through the introduction. They were
soon caught up in the adventures of
Jack, the greengrocer’s boy, who,
frustrated by his efforts to grow

rhubarb in the middle of the Winter,
decided instead to enter the Knight
Trials held every year at Christmas.
These involved a lot of jousting,
archery and eating, accompanied by
some enthusiastic audience
participation, and were won of course
by Jack. His reward was to go in
search of the monster threatening the
village. This turned out to be a dragon
who wasn’t quite so frightening after all
and indeed took rather a liking to Jack’s
rhubarb ice cream, very cooling after
breathing out a lot of flame. So,
surprise, surprise, thanks to Jack, the
village was saved.

The show was a great way to start the
Christmas season for those attending,
particularly all the children who
gathered at the end to try out Nick’s/
Jack’s armour and other essential
jousting equipment.

Guy Green

The Valley Flower show

A progress report:

Although it’s hard to imagine an event
in mid-September next year whilst we
are in the midst of Christmas
preparations, | wanted to let everyone
in the Valley know how plans to revive
the Flower Show are going.

Our team of eight volunteers has met
twice now to cogitate how we envisage
the new-look show will be. We have
reached one conclusion at least - a new
name! The name is Itchen Valley
Flower and Produce Festival. After
the title, we will have supported by
The Valley Gardeners in a smaller
font. This is to indicate that 7 out of 8
of us creating the show belong to the
Club and for the first year, funds from
the Club will be used to set up and run
the show.

Another thing which is changing is the
day of the week. We have decided to
go back to holding the event on a
Saturday after many people asked us to
do that.

The word “festival” in the title is
designed to indicate inclusivity and
suggest a celebration of all things to do
with flowers and produce. We would
like any one-upmanship to be left firmly
at home although healthy, good
humoured competition is definitely
encouraged!

Our team believes very strongly that
the flowers, fruit, vegetables and other
home produced goods will be judged
not by strict, prescribed show rules



and criteria but rather from a
consumer’s point of view. For example,
take the humble runner bean. At many
shows, the longer and straighter the

bean, the better — that will be a winner.

Some beans at some shows are a crazy
length and one can only imagine how
tough and inedible they would be. Our
perspective is, would that bean be
good to cook and eat and is it of a
standard that everyone who grows
beans could aspire to?

Developing that theme, we have
decided to change the way the entries
to the festival are judged. We favour
the rather more egalitarian way of self-
judging over the long held practice of
inviting “professional” judges in to
choose between entries. | think many
of us have been hugely disappointed in
the past to be criticised (and marked
down) because our pot label wasn’t
100% straight when the jam may well
have been heavenly!

So, like the two very successful Valley
Gardeners’ Spring flower shows we
held a few years ago, there will be a
system of judging “of the people by the
people”, as it were.

We have yet to write our full show
schedule but flowers, fruit, vegetables,
cookery and preserves will certainly
feature. As the festival is designed to
celebrate local growing and producing,

we will also encourage retail producers
from throughout the valley to show
and sell their wares and of course
there will be refreshments to enjoy at
the festival — all locally sourced of
course.

There will be a number of attractions
at the show — some raising money for
local charities — these are being
worked on at the moment so | will
send out another update in a few
months’ time with more detail. Local
people with particular skills and/or
interests will be asked to come and
demonstrate their expertise or pass on
their knowledge

Children will be an important part of
the festival and members of the team
will visit all five schools in the valley
early next year to update, enthuse and
encourage teachers, children (and
parents too, by extension!) to get the
next generations of gardeners,
growers, bakers and creators to
become involved in our festival.

So all in all, | hope this gives you a
flavour of our new festival which will
be unveiled on Saturday September 12
2020 in the ltchen Abbas & Avington
Village hall. Please save the date in your
diary and do come and enter one or
more of the classes or hone your
judging skills by viewing the entries
whilst enjoying the great community
spirit we are hoping will accompany the
new ltchen Valley Flower and Produce
Festival.

Catherine Hahn

The Valley Gardeners
www.thevalleygardeners.com
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The Life and Times of the
Reverend Robert Wright
(1772-1850):

Clerical Magistrate of Itchen Abbas,
Hampshire

Retired Hampshire history teacher,
David Taylor, has recently published a
biography of a controversial Itchen
Abbas clergyman who also served as a
county magistrate for 42 years.

The Reverend Robert Wright (1772-
[850) was a well-known pluralist
rector who rubbed shoulders with
Wellington, the Dukes of Buckingham
and Chandos and Palmerston and was
also an acquaintance of Jane Austen’s
family. Wright liked to project himself
as the ‘friend of the poor’ but the
evidence suggests he was a much more
complicated character. He was
traumatised by the agricultural riots of
1830 and subsequently adopted a rigid
and unforgiving attitude to the
labouring poor. Wright was a
conscientious magistrate and played a
significant role in the administration of
the county and the dispensing of
justice. During the early nineteenth
century, clerical magistrates came
under fire from the radical press but
this did not deter Wright from

The Life and Times
of the Reverend Robert Wright
(1772-1850]

achieving an almost perfect attendance
record at the Hampshire Quarter
Sessions.

Much of Wright’s pastoral work in the
parishes of ltchen Abbas, Ovington,
Boarhunt and Southwick was carried
out by his son, the Reverend Robert
John William Wright, who acted as his
curate until he became the Chaplain at

the County Gaol and Bridewell in 1836.

Wright (Junior) was still in post when
the new prison on Romsey Road was
opened in 1849. However, he was
dismissed when a complaint he made
to the governor about alleged
mistreatment of inmates was leaked to
the press.

Robert Wright was above all a staunch
defender of the establishment and the
agricultural interest which made him a
target of William Cobbett’'s Weekly
Political Register.

Mr Taylor said that the book had been
a ‘labour of love’ but it was high time a
full account of Robert Wright's
remarkable life was placed on record
to be built on and challenged by future
historians. In researching the book, Mr
Taylor said he had gained inspiration
from Hampshire local historians, Barry
Shurlock and Ruscombe Foster, and his
past students at the Henry Beaufort
School in Winchester.
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eRoofing Repair
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Hampshire Rural Management Ltd
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N Estate Maintenance Stump Grinding
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individual Support Hedge cutting Woodland Maintenance

Further details - Gate Posts and Gates  Paddock Topping
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Call/text Sally Hogg - 07771 522665

Hedge & Tree Planting Groundworks
Agricultural, Equestrian & Garden Fencing

Email: sallyhogg@btinternet.com

Find us on yell.com




The Life and Times of the Reverend
Robert Wright (1772—1850): Clerical
Magistrate of Itchen Abbas is 220 pages
long and has 10 maps and diagrams, 13
tables and 22 plates (many in colour). It
is priced at £10.99 and is available from
the Laurence Oxley Bookshop in
Alresford or by emailing
callosaeducational@gmail.com

Eirlys Haslam 1931-2019

Eirlys was born in Coventry to rather
elderly Welsh parents, her father
Edward, an engineer and her mother
May, a businesswoman. Her first
language was Welsh; she didn’t speak
English until she started school and she
blamed this bilingual state for her very
interesting spelling at :
times. She had a very
loving, happy childhood.
She was a lively little girl
who loved to sing and
dance. Her parents’
kindness was
demonstrated by their
welcoming of a child of the
kinder transport into their
family. Peter, a Jewish
refugee from Danzig, came
to live with them in 1937 and stayed
with them for the duration of the war.
Life, however, changed beyond
recognition when their house suffered
a direct hit, exploding and collapsing on
top of them during the bombing of
Coventry in the notorious operation
Moonlight Sonata that destroyed
Coventry cathedral. Only five other
people in their road survived, Eirlys,
her parents and Peter being dug out
from the rubble after eight hours. Eirlys
struggled with extreme claustrophobia
for the rest of her life as a result of this
experience and as a family, we never
took a lift! They lost everything except

for the family Austin 7 and for many
nights after that, all four of them piled
into the car and drove out into the
countryside to escape the
bombardment, sleeping in village halls.
On leaving school Eirlys then studied
for a domestic economy teaching
degree at Ormskirk College, part of
Manchester University. She was quite a
girl and a bit of a daredevil as a student
enjoying gliding and tennis parties and
she was also dedicated follower of
fashion!
It was on a train travelling to college
that she met Fred. She did admit to us
that he wasn’t her first admirer but
that poor individual had a purse and
she couldn’t marry a man with a purse!
A few weeks later dad’s
chemistry society crew
thought it a good idea
to spray the girls on
their rag week parade
float with a spurious
red liquid concocted in
their lab. Eirlys and her
friends had illegally
borrowed their
lecturer’s gowns in an
effort to emulate
witches as was befitting cookery
students, but the said gowns were
reduced to threads upon contact with
the toxic chemical. Returning them to
the lecturers wasn’t a very positive
experience!

Somewhat amazingly she qualified and
became a well-respected teacher. She
worked in all sorts of schools ranging
from the sister school of Rodean to St
Johns in Southampton docks in the 60s
where she used to take in our shoes
and vests for the poor children who
had none, which in turn made us the
poor children who had none!

Her final position was head of
domestic science at Bitterne Park



Secondary School where she had many
hair-raising incidents including
separating 6ft boys brandishing kitchen
knives - quite a feat for someone so
vertically challenged.

As you may also have gathered, she
was a very enthusiastic cook. When we
were small, every day she would collect
us from school in her mini and there
would always be some concoction on
the seat. She would also make
beautifully iced wedding and
celebration cakes.

Eirlys was frequently on a diet and was
always falling for the lure of so-called
wonder products. One day she
appeared in the kitchen wearing newly
purchased special shorts which
required filling with air, Michelin-man
style. The idea was for her then to run
around the garden in them. We all
howled with laughter at them and
needless to say the wonder shorts
were returned. | don’t think we ever
stopped teasing her about them!

She had a real zest for life and Eirlys
loved her life in the Valley, especially if
it involved chatting. She was devoted to
us and her grandchildren Olivia, Jack
and Flora.

She was in essence a true tiger if
anyone hurt any of us, or let us down,
but a pussy cat if she liked you. Her
smile would light up a room whenever
we came in, truly an example of
unconditional love. There was nothing
she wouldn’t do for us whether we
wanted her to do it or not.

Sally Johnston

The Itchen Valley Parish
Choir

About two years ago, the Rector asked
how he might go about bringing some
choral music into the worship in the

parish, partly as a counter-balance to
the contemporary worship in some of
our other services. Alex’s vision was
simple — use choral music to bring
people to Christian worship and into
the community of the ltchen Valley
Parish.

The idea was to have three services a
year and appeal to singers in the parish
to join us, even if they were singing in
other choirs. We have just three
rehearsals before each service, with the
expectation that most singers will get
to at least two of them, and commit to
doing some homework on the music.
We have sung a wide range of music
from baroque to contemporary and the
25 members have risen to the
challenge magnificently, supported by
the parish’s excellent organists.

We sang Evensong on the

100" Anniversary of Armistice Day —a
very special day indeed. In Lent, jointly
with Fr Mark Hogan who leads the
Roman Catholic Parish which covers
the Itchen Valley, Alex led an
ecumenical Stations of the Cross -
Stainer’s Crucifixion, a musical setting of
Jesus’s journey to Calvary, was
interwoven into the service in a way
which brought an emotional theme to
the Passion. At Pentecost we sang
Evensong again, including the moving
‘Do not be afraid’ by Philip Stopford,
which the choir sang with
extraordinary skill and intensity. And
on Advent Sunday this year we sang at
Parish Communion using a modern,
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01962 732338
M OT. Tazting Centre

Class 7 Vansfrom 3000 10 3500 kg
Ciass 4 Cars and vans up to 3000 kg

L.P.G.A. Approved
Autogas conversions
WWW.2MSaUL0gas.com

CERTIFICATED ENGINEERS
RECOVIRY AVAILABLE

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

& 01962 734029
ﬂ 07721 458067

Professional and comprehenzive service
Hringent dust contral methads cbserved
Mo mess guarancee

Bird guards and weather cowls firted
Wead stoves and muhifuel staves serviced
Flue inspection and airflow testing

* Calls taken seven days a week

PRESTIGE
CARS
of
ALRESFORD

Private Hire Available For Airports,

Cruise Terminals and Train Stations

Longer Journeys undertaken as well
01962 865602

07752 570787
www.prestigecarsalresford.co.uk
kevin.mitchell202@pbtinternet.com

Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

* Removal of Dangerous Trees

* Pruning » Shaping » Thinning

+ Stump Removal » Hedge Cutting
* Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

D Barker & Son

TRADITIONAL FAMILY JEWELLERS
Antique Jewellery a Speciality

Contemporary Jewellery
Silver & Watches

Full Repair and Restoration Service
to Jewellery, Watches and Clocks
Hand & Heraldic Engraving
Valuations Undertaken

40a West Street, Alresford
Tel: 01962 732200
www.dbarkerandson.co.uk




prayerful and melodic setting of the
sung parts of the service.

So what next? We would like to bring
more people into the choir. If you like
singing, do come and join us. We also
want to involve the congregation more
through joining in the Eucharist settings
and learning more music, chosen and
sung to enhance the worship.

Tim Tyler
07921 512974 and 01962 736490

Dreaming of a Green Xmas

I November

Promised to be organised and start
early this year. Am undertaking my first
Eco-Xmas to help save planet. Made
notebook from unwanted paper -
reverse side of payment demands from
ethical bank. Licked lead of recycled
pencil, put down names of nearest and
dearest for presents and compiled
great long Xmas card list. Elated with
proof of own foresight, had a glass or
four of local wine to celebrate. Put lists
in safe place.

| December

Found lists after long search.

First priority: presents. Determined to
avoid impulse purchases and buy only

best ever presents. Spent day in mail
order heaven. Ordered Freeplay Wind-
up Torch for Zak, natural massage oils
for Sooz, organic hamper with extra
sherry for Gran, fab hemp bathrobe for
Dad, FSC bird table for Mum, books on
making boomerangs and automata for
the nieces and adopted a few acres of
rainforest for Pete coz he's already got
everything.

Hmmm. Still need hundreds of small
presents for distant relatives et al. Had
brainwave - mustn't forget.

5 December

Cards. Pulled out stash of Xmas cards
received last year and cut out the more
tasteful designs. Measured up pieces of
handmade Nepalese paper from
women's co-operative and stuck
designs on with solvent-free glue.
Wrote 'Merry Eco-Christmas' type

messages. Started to make own
envelopes but ended up in terrible
mess. Decided to re-use old envelopes
and stamp with festive potato prints in
natural paints. Warm, tingly feeling -
reminded of childhood. Posted second
class - more sustainable for bank
balance.

10 December

EVERYBODY has remarked on cards.
Overall impression was fab despite odd
snort of laughter, particularly from
boyfriend.

16 December

Top idea today. Have invited lots of
mates over for communal drinkies and



festive food preparation. VERY Jamie
Oliver. Everyone to bring ingredients,
aprons and a bottle of something.

17 December

Urgh. Rescue Remedy required for
worst hangover ever. Staggered into
kitchen to find SPLENDID mince pies,
Xmas pudding, brandy butter and the
like. Mess indescribable, but all worth
while. EVERYONE phoned to applaud
brilliant evening and suggest doing again
next year. Am over the moon and
larder is full.

18 December

One week to go.

Mail order prezzies

arrive. Wrap

everything in pretty

pink of the

Financial Times,

dug out of

neighbour's

recycling box.

Where did the

potato prints get

to!?

Now time for rest of prezzies. Dashed
down to whole food store and came
back with bulging string shopping bags.
What better than delicious hand-made
fudge? Set to work with messianic zeal.
19 December

Fudge everywhere. Even ceiling VERY
sticky. But top result, if somewhat
solid. Made recycled brown paper
packages to look like Xmas crackers
and decorated with glitter (not eco-
friendly, | suspect). Next year will
extend culinary repertoire and move
into potted plants in painted tin cans.
Am discovering hidden artistic talent
and - hurrah - have completely avoided
Xmas Shopping Hell.

2| December

Food and booze. Went to local
Farmers Market and stocked up on

organic wine and local cider plus lovely
local Xmas tree with roots. Bought
huge organic turkey, happy sausages
and seasonal fruit and veg from nearby
farms. All packed into rucksack with
mistletoe hanging out of top. Much
festive banter from onlookers while
cycling home.

22 December

COMPLETELY forgot Xmas
decorations. Ran out of DIY energy, so
bought fairtrade ones. Can use most
again next year, but also found fab
chocolate decorations. Sadly ate most
on way home to cope with Xmas
shopping stress.

Christmas Eve

Panic, panic. Harbour wicked thoughts
about buying pre-packaged
supermarket Xmas in a box next year.
Christmas Day

Perfect. Have unleashed unimagined
creativity and become shining example
to consumerism-obsessed friends.
Nearly suffered mutiny when refused
to turn heating on, but handed out
hand knitted Himalayan socks and cider
brandy in nick of time. Very little
rubbish but glad to have lots of Xmas
treats for wormery.

Tired and sleepy now, but basking in
glory of first Eco- Xmas attempt. Will
do EVEN BETTER next year.
Contributed

Eco-Friendly Xmas Links:
www.greenguideonline.com
www.naturalcollection.com
www.cat.org.uk

www.greenstat.co.uk
www.soilassociation.org
www.hdra.org.uk

This article has been reproduced from
The Worthys magazine by kind
permission of their editor. Ed
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5th January
8am
10am

BCP Holy Communion
Family Worship

12th January
10am
6pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

19th January
8am
10am

BCP Holy Communion
Valley Worship

26th January
10am
6pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

Rector

Revd Alex Pease
rector@itchenvalleychurches.org
01962 779845

Days: Sun, Mon, Tues & Weds.

LLM

Mr Gerry Stacey
gstacey@easynet.co.uk
07554 438973

Parish Administrator

Beccy Clark
admin@itchenvalleychurches.org
01962 779845

Mon-Fri, 9am - 1pm (term time)

www.itchenvalleychurches.org

Churchwardens

Robin Greenwood 779540
Sara Mason 779169
Vanessa Rosewell 841182
Theo Mezger 779277
Tony Gaster 779110

Nick Owen 779162

Iltchen Valley Churches

St Swithun's, Martyr Worthy
St Mary’s, Easton

St John’s, ltchen Abbas
St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy

St John’s, ltchen Abbas
St Mary's, Easton

St Swithun'’s, Martyr Worthy
St Mary's, Avington

Children On A Sunday

The Ark meets each Sunday apart
from the first one of the month when
the children take part in the All Age
Worship which is directed towards
their age. So whether you are in
Bubbles (3-5) Splash (6-8) or Extreme
(9-11) our team of leaders and other
shipmates will be keen to see you. We
have some great materials and we will
be finding out more and more about
Jesus. It is aiways amazing and so
much fun — so please do come!
For more information contact Beccy -
admin@itchenvalleychurches.org

. =




What does Christmas mean
in our world today?

We are experiencing for perhaps the
first time a politics-free issue in our
January magazine. Yet | enjoy learning
about the work of those involved in
politics and some of it is hugely
important to all of us. So, | am using
some space here to reflect on
something non-political: the meaning of
Christmas.

In my working life | travelled the world.
| remember in the mid 90s discussing
with a group of young Chinese what
Christmas meant. Almost universally at
that time two responses were: party
time and presents. I'm just back from
Thailand and was horrified in the local
shopping centre to see signs up about
Christmas and canned carols. I'm firmly
of the view that this is because over
there, Christmas has nothing
whatsoever to do with Christianity but
a lot to do with commerce. It’s all
about making money. Thai people are
predominately Buddhist and 25
December is a normal working day.

| wonder therefore why a very deeply
important Christian religious festival
should suddenly impact in Asia. Then,
as | reflect further, | wonder in Britain
today if a Christian Christmas really has
much of an impact, in marking of the
birth of Jesus. No other Christian
festival has been taken over by
commercial pressures. Even here in
our own community, around late
summer, pubs and restaurants are
advertising to “book early for
Christmas”. Sadly, | also fear that many
families who are less well-off feel the
commercial pressures and spend more
than perhaps they should.

So then, what does Christmas really
mean, besides presents and parties?

Singing carols? Well | do plenty of that.
The Christian message for Christmas is
possibly best summed up as being
about love and hope. It’s that simple.
It’s that powerful. And this message
does change lives.

Happy Christmas.

Tony Gaster, Reader Emeritus

Easton & Martyr Worthy
Cricket Club

needs your support!

Project Title - Effect the provision of
power to the Dave Cooper Memorial
Garage which houses valuable Ground
Maintenance Equipment

Message from Tesco
Congratulations!

We're delighted to let you know that
your application to the Tesco Bags of
Help grant scheme has been successful
and your project will be put forward to
a customer vote in Tesco stores during
January, February and March 2020. The
available funding is up to £2,000 for
first place, or £1,000 or £500 for
second and third place.

What happens next?

Our project, along with the two other
successful projects in our region, will
go forward to a vote in Tesco stores
where their customers will decide the
outcome by voting for their favourite
project each time they shop. Voting
will take place from Wednesday |
January 2020 to Tuesday 31 March
2020. The project with the highest
number of votes across our region will
receive £2,000, the second placed
project £1,000 and the third placed
project £500 (or the amount that was
requested up to these values).

Stores to vote on our project
Please see below a list of stores taking
part in the voting on your project. Feel
free to share this list of stores amongst
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your supporters and within your
community.

* Kings Worthy, Springvale

* Winchester Extra, Winnall

* Harestock

* Winchester Express, High Street

* Alresford

* Winchester Esso Andover Road
To check the location of any of the
above stores, please go to the Tesco
website here: www.tesco.com/store-
locator/uk

To our supporters: To vote, you will
need to make a purchase within the
above listed Tesco store of any value.
You will receive one token per
transaction. Please choose Easton &
Martyr Worthy Cricket Club.

Trevor Foreman

Soft Amaretti

Makes up to 28

(can be made in one egg batches and
smaller amaretti)

3 medium egg whites

200g granulated sugar

200g ground almonds

| tablespoon Amaretto

Flaked almonds to decorate.

Set the oven to |70degrees, (gas mark
4) Whip up the egg whites until stiff.
Pour in the amaretto. Gently fold in
200g granulated sugar and 200g
almonds until it develops a soft

marzipan consistency. Using two
dessert spoons, measure out generous
spoonfuls of the mixture onto non
stick paper.

Return to each, rolling them in your
hand to form a ball, and replacing on
the sheet. (They won’t spread too
much further when cooking)

Sprinkle them with untoasted flaked
almonds.

Cook for about twelve minutes or until
soft golden brown. Leave to cool on
the rack before serving - best eaten on
the day of making! Start to finish 20
minutes!

If using large eggs, use 210g of the dry
ingredients - it will make better balls!
This also works well when cooked in
small quantities: | egg, 67g sugar &
almonds, makes 7.

Jackie Porter

Instant Cordon Bleu sauce

Whoops! | had roasted two pork
chops in the oven, boiled the potatoes
and greens and was about to serve it all
up when | realised there was no sauce
or gravy. Pork chops can be a little dry
and a sauce is such a sensible
accompaniment.

Quickly | got a saucepan, added some
white wine (just cheap cooking-
standard wine) and boiled it hard for a
couple of minutes to cook off the
alcohol. | added some of the potato
cooking water and a chicken stock
cube plus a little Dijon mustard and
stirred until dissolved. A quick boil for
another minute to cook any starch in
the stock cube and then a slurp of
double cream before gently heating it
back to a simmer and pouring it over
the pork. A very quick sauce that
couldn’t really be much tastier or
pleasing to the palate.

Sue Sheph



Jackie’s County Corner

It was a pleasure to celebrate the
work of the 36 Police Youth
Commissioners; all of the

appointed young people are

under |8 years of age. Ben

(shown with me here) was a
confident presenting conference
delegate. Find out more about

cyber safety on #GoFISH with
especial support for young people
and parents on

www.safedme.co.uk

It gave me an opportunity to discuss
again how we can report crime online.
Calling 101 is the phone line or go to
www.fearless.org : Crimestoppers
anonymous website.

*The Wheelabrator application : My
Stage 2 consultation response and the
link to the County Council’s response
are on my website and page 33 of this
magazine.

*Please don’t forget! Apply for primary
school places by 15% Jan 2020. For
more details, including ‘in-year
admissions’ search School Admissions
on the hants.gov.uk website.

*The County publishes a schedule for
gritting and priorities for snow
clearance. You can see more detail by
going to www.hants.gov.uk. Click the
‘Roads & Transport’ icon and search
‘Salting and Gritting Guidance’. Please
check your local grit bins too.
Reporting details are in the lid: check
the material is still usable, and note the
grit bin number for efficient refill.

*If you hear of anyone deciding
between ‘heat or eat’ please ask them
to contact me (in confidence of
course). | am a Food Bank referrer and
in contact with charities who can help.
*We in Children’s Services looked
again at the CAMHS service and Home

Schooling at our recent Select
Committee. If you home-school your
child, I'd love to talk to you about the
experience. The Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Service presentation was
very depressing. If anyone in your
family needs this service they will know
that once treatment is started, it is
generally excellent but in reviewing
their services to see how they could
improve it, the reviewers came up with
One Version of the Truth: There is a
clear demand and capacity gap. The
funding means they just cannot cope
with numbers asking for help.

#2021 brings the next Local Plan 2036
for Winchester District. This will
include matters that relate to HCC
too: minerals and waste planning, cycle
and walkways, new sustainable
developments, upgrade of energy
infrastructure, more trees and green
spaces. Please sign up for news of this
local plan by request to
planning@winchester.gov.uk.
Newsletters come out every quarter.
Happy New Year!

Jackie Porter www.jackieporter.co.uk
Telephoneltext: 07973 696 085, email:
Jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk twitter:
@]ackieLibDem
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Robin Hood

Adding to her long list of successful
productions, Anna McGowan’s latest
offering — Robin Hood — was yet

While Susannah Duke’s gallant Robin is
standing up for the many, not the few,
the Sheriff of Nottingham — Steve Percy
at his most evil — is only in it for
himself. Ably assisted by his nasty
henchmen — Ina Williams as Rant and
Elloise Clarke as Wreck — he tries to
carry out a cunning plan to steal Maid
Marian, the winsome Daisy Macleod,
from her true love, Robin, and marry
her himself.

In the meantime, the Merry Men
provide plenty of laughs and Will
Turner is hilarious as the dame, Gran.
Friar Tuck — lain Macleod in a body suit
— and Little John, a wonderfully
resonant Chris Ellis, bring added
dramatic weight to the proceedings.

The children in their various guises are
a delight, as ever. A fabulously tipsy
Maddie Woosnam, Griselda the Irish
gypsy, predicts the happy outcome
from the start and King Richard — a
noble Robert Hall — returns from the
crusades to reclaim his kingdom and
save his people from the draconian
taxes imposed by the sheriff. The
sheriff himself is railroaded into



marrying Gran, a greater punishment
than being thrown into jail for his
misdemeanours.

In time honoured fashion, wedding
bells are in the offing for Robin and
Marian as the curtains close, together
with the other lovebirds — Dorothea
(Sharron Gordon) and Alan-a-Dale
(James Young) - and all is well with the
world.

Apart from the unforgettable acting,
singing and dancing, credit must go to
all those who worked so hard behind
the scenes. Judy Bishop’s marvellous
scenery, the amazing costumes
provided by Jill Croft and Helen Smyth,
Beth Smith’s impressive choreography
and all the make-up artists’ talent
helped to make the panto such a
success. Countless others helped to
pull it all together, including lain
Gordon and Chris Kennedy on lighting,
James Woosnam who provided the

sound effects, the curtain twitchers and
scene shifters and Charlotte Appleby
who did a sterling job as the prompt.
Thanks go to David and Mary Purser
for organising the ticket sales, to all
who worked front-of-house at every
performance and to the stalwarts who
looked after the bar.

Last but not least, many thanks to the
ever faithful John Purver for once again
providing such brilliant musical
accompaniment.

Well done, everyone!

Alex Percy

Thanks to Chris Ellis for the photos taken
at the dress rehearsal - Ed
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BLB Private Car Hire

Airport, Docks &
long distance transfers
in safety & luxury

E.Mail
blbcarhire@gmail.com
07775 893146
Web:blbprivatecarhire.co.uk

Cars Chosen With Care

Excellent prices on both new and
second hand cars.

For further details telephone

01962 733097 or visit us at www.veuk.com

Belmont House

The Dean

Alresford

Hampshire S024 9BQ
Telephone: 01962 733097
www.iveuk.com

Selling new and used cars in Hampshire and beyend since 1987

PETER BRAY

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE ENGINEER

Repairs to Washing Machines, Dryers,
Electric Cookers, and Waste Disposal
Units

Service Agents for In-Sink-Erator,
Tweeny, Maxmatic, Waste King and
Waste Maid.

Tel 01962 714224

Mob 07885 490786
I Hill Rise, Twyford,
Winchester SO21 IQH

Hampshire
BPSAP
ions

Blrd & Pest Soluti
RIDS YOU OF MOLES

As well as rats, mice, rabbits, squirress,
pigecns, feas, wasps, ants, cluster flies and
cockroaches.

For a fast friendly efficlent local service call
Diwve oh 01962 435000 or 07549 582117



Our Wild Valley - Wilder our
hedgerows.

On my way back from picking up
Itchen List goodies, | noticed the
hedgerows appeared stark and darkest
brown against the background of
horizontal grey rain. It all looked
pretty windswept and wild. It is nice to
see some hedges with a wide verge
beside them, and even better when the
hedgerow is almost a woodland - here
shown below is | guess a copse planted
parallel to the road - 5 trees wide,
trimmed a bit but wonderfully messy
and wild, fly-tipping excluded from this
photo!

To manage our habitats we can have
very prescriptive procedures, such as
for floodplain grassland where wetland
plants create a dynamic habitat that can
cope with floods and drying out
because of the amazing soil and
hydrology system below. On a course
in the Somerset Levels which | joined
in November we studied a Im deep
soil core and this mud looked and felt
like chocolate cake. We did all but
taste it. It was amazing stuff and at the
base about 1500 years old.

The species-rich grassland on the
Somerset Levels had been saved as the
fields were part of the conservation

area designated for wintering birds (EU
legislation made these Special
Protection Areas) - lapwing here in
their thousands.

I’'m reading at present ‘Wilding’ by
Isabelle Tree (also she is on Desert
Island Discs as a podcast) in which she
describes the gains of not having
targets or specific species to conserve,
but to observe the process of letting
land do as nature does by sitting on
their hands. This is where my love of
messy scrub and hedgerow comes in
(perhaps not everyone’s cup of tea!).
Blackthorn suckers rapidly spring up as
| know to my cost on the verges, but if
unmanaged this widens the hedgerow.
It all becomes denser, more luxurious
in depth and diversity, a fantastic place
for wildlife. (see www.hedgelink.org.uk)
Wilder our hedgerows, wider our
outlooks, reduce targets and
paperwork, increase observation and
‘sitting on hands’ approach. Lets try to
fit this in, where safety and space allow,
in nature and ourselves in 2020.

Do record any wildlife noted in 2020.
There are numerous apps including
irecord, ispot, mammal tracker, one for
asian hornet, one for stag beetle and
igeology too.

Wishing everyone a healthy and happy
New year.

Sophie Miller
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Spanish Tuition

Building skills and confidence for
GCSE and conversation

07900 128960 (Alresford)

Cherry Anderson

Sole Butdiers of Alresford
01962 735221
Butchers of Distinction
Home Made Pies. Ready Meals
A Variety of Seasonal Game

SHAUN BARNEY
Professional
Painter & Decorator
Local Tradesman with
20 years experience
Quality Work
Competitive Rates
Fully Insured
01962 864033
07928 027618

YOU COULD ADVERTISE HERE!

Contact Jenny at

itchenvalleyadvertising @gmail.com




From the Parish Council

Good news, we have another Parish
Councillor, what’s more, a
representative from Easton. Steve
Percy has been co-opted at our last
meeting. Steve is known to many of
you as one of our star actors, playing
everything from the Sheriff of
Nottingham in this year’s pantomime
to a vicar in The Importance of Being
Ernest with the Southwood Players.
That means we are now a council of
nine with one space left. Someone else
has expressed interest so we might
soon be up to a full complement of ten.
In last month’s edition of the Valley
News three topics were mentioned:
the Wheelabrator incinerator at
Barton Stacey, telephone boxes in the
Valley and speeding cars. We discussed
all three of these at our December Full
Council meeting. Starting with the
incinerator project, it has to be made
clear that this is at a consultation stage.
It is worrying that, despite what is
stated on Wheelabrator’s website, they
have not sent a letter to the Parish
Council. This point will be made to
them. There is not enough space to
list all the Itchen Valley’s concerns with
this project as well as those of other
parishes nearer to the site. Jackie
Porter has produced a document
which outlines these concerns (see
page 33). | recommend everyone to
read it. The Parish Council submission
is on similar lines plus pointing out the
fact that we were not properly
consulted. As matters progress, we
will endeavour to keep you informed.
The threat of the loss of telephone
boxes is another great cause for
concern. Although the Easton box has
been saved from removal there is still a
threat that BT will try to get rid of it in
the future and the boxes in ltchen

Abbas and Martyr
Worthy are still at
risk. In the first
instance we are
requesting BT to
keep all four boxes
in operation on the
grounds that there
is a need for them in the case of
accidents and also for emergency use,
for example for someone who has to
flee their home or wishes to make a
call (e.g. to Childline) without being
overheard, especially since mobile
phone signals are so poor in much of
the Valley. Depending on the response
from BT we will see what further
action may be necessary.

Several people have raised the problem
of speeding in the Valley, especially in
Avington & Easton. Please remember,
as the Highway Code states, the speed
limit is an absolute maximum. Drivers
MUST NOT drive dangerously, drive
without due care and attention or
drive without reasonable consideration
for other road users. Remember you
should adapt your driving to the
appropriate type and condition of the
road. We have mainly country roads
and many are single track lanes. 60mph
is not a safe speed. If as residents we
keep down to a safe speed it should set
an example and encourage others to
do the same. The Parish Council has
decided on a course of action but it is
not yet appropriate to publicise it.
However, as matters progress, when
appropriate you will be kept informed.
In the meantime a number of
suggestions have been made that can
be considered but more are welcome.
So, if you have any ideas please come
and talk to us.

Away from roads and industrial sites,
what we enjoy about where we live is
the countryside. The natural
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Easton Village Hall Ina Williams 779465 or evh.booking@googlemail.com

Authentic Pilates  Mon 0900 & 1830 Fri 0830 Judy 07774 899909

Ems Bray Pilates Tue & Thu 0845 Emily 07876 033893
Sally Stanyard School Tue 1615  Thu 1830 Sally 01962 776562
lof Dance Fri 1530 Sat 0900

Brew with a View  Wed 1500 - 1700 Ina 01962 779465
Dionne Yoga Tue 2000 Fri 1000 Mon 0900  Dionne 07961 888676
Mahjong / U3A Tue 1400 - 1700 Anne 01420 563393
Yoga for men Mon 2000 Wed 0845 Sun 1900 Alex 07814 678155
Panto rehearsal Wed 1930 Sun 1600 Anna 01962 779350
Yoga with Helen Mon 1400 Helen 07703 278892
NCT Yoga Wed 1030 & 1800 Janet 07973 855107
Older Adult Exercise Thu 1130 - 1230 Caroline 01962 779796

Martyr Worthy Village Hall

Riverbank Mon Wed Thur 8.30am to 3pm Maria 07900 437685
Kindergarten Tues & Fri 8.30am to |pm

Itchen Abbas and Avington Village Hall

Details of bookings and real time availability are now available on our website.
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk Hall Manager Alex Bellisario
manager@iaavillagehall.co.uk 07947 191229 Village hall callbox 01962 791021
Regular Bookings

Montessori Monto Fri 0830 Caroline 01730 829377
Zumba Fri 10.00 Sue 07947 410394
Pure Circuits Mon 19.30  Juliette 07799 890860
Rugby Tots Tue 10.00, Wed 10.15  Phil 03453 133258
Thur 15.50
Ladies Short Tennis Wed 1430 Arminel 01962 77961 |
Pilates Wed 09.15 & 18.00 Aimee 07546 941489
Choir Wed 19.30  Gary 01962 732350
Badminton Thur 19.30  Mike 07887 503345
Swing It Dancing Thur 2130 Neil 07825 709691
Qi Gong Tai Chi Tue 1900 Emma 07863 203630




environment has become a topic of
great interest to the general public.
The Parish Council has been
considering if this is something that
should be facilitated, either through
knowledge or by direct action. It could
be said that a start has already been
made with the support and
encouragement of the Wild Verges
Group but more can be done. Some
ideas for community involvement in
“wilding” the environment are well
described by the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife trust in their video.
They are also hosting a free workshop
at the University of Winchester on 7
January 2020. If you are interested,
book a place at the Team Wilder
Workshop through Eventbrite.

As the year ends and the new one
begins, please could everyone make a
resolution that if they want to make a
point or raise an issue with us, they
should go to the Itchen Valley Parish
Council website and send an email to
the appropriate Councillor or to our
Clerk. The addresses are all there

along with the roles of each Councillor.

If you are not sure which Councillor to
contact then send your email to the
Chairman or the Clerk. As much as we
might like to, we are not permitted to
use the ltchen List to reply as Parish
Councillors.

Happy Christmas & New Year.

Patrick Appleby

Comings & Goings

We welcome to Chapel Cottage
Easton, the Odell family: Felicity and
lain, Ethan (10), Lana (8), Theo (6) plus
Melot (12 yr giant schnauzer). We say
good bye to Christine Wheatley and
family who have moved to Kings
Worthy.

Judith Mezger

The Six Days of Christmas

On the first day of Christmas, the
Itchen Valley News thanked

The lady who brings in all the ads.

On the second day of Christmas, the
Itchen Valley News thanked

The chap who guards the money

And the lady who brings in all the ads.
On the third day of Christmas, the
Itchen Valley News thanked

The front cover artist

The chap who guards the money

And the lady who brings in all the ads.
On the fourth day of Christmas, the
ltchen Valley News thanked

The two magazine distributors

The front cover artist

The chap who guards the money

And the lady who brings in all the ads.
On the fifth day of Christmas, the

Merry Christmas and thank you to
everyone who contributes in any way
to the ltchen Valley News
Vernon Tottle
Chief Editor
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Tom Fisher
Tree Care

Fully qualified and
insured specialists
in tree care, hedge

trimming, stump
grinding and garden
reclamation

01962 861891 / 07725 835715
www.fishertreecare.co.uk

Mai,d Mar&lam

PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC SERVICES
‘%q

High qual’i@;&érmesﬁ'ﬁr.

One less thing to think about.

We can help.

* Regular cleaning and end
of tenancy cleaning

* Ore off spring cleans

= Washing and lroning

* Carpet cleaning

* Building mantenance
inchuding panting and
decorating

* Shoppirg

* Man with awan

-~ Hampshire Acupuncture

Specialising in you
Traditional Chinese Medicine

Cosmetic Acupuncture

SHARON BRADBEAR
BSc (Hons) Lic Ac MBAcC
07951 501594

www.hantsacu.co.uk

Tradmonal
Conlrol

tpc

Daren George - your local pest
comrouerfrommesfoﬂl

Wasps o R Squirds
‘JJ = r-’: {:L ravhing
& Rying Ingact

Fully msured - Discroct service assured 2t time

Now alsa offenng
WHEELIE BIN CLEANING

Viheehe bne are a dnom:
. harbourage for a vanaty of pest
10 s ared eaty!

‘Bmcmdsoaumamgaofbxwawm
Listdna, Sabmonela and Ecoll

- Contact ustacay 1or 8 corpatiive guota




Incinerators and all

This response to the Stage 2
Consultation does not require the
simple matter of an objection or
support: the consultation invites
response.

As the County Councillor for the
division covering Sutton Scotney and
nearby communities in the north of
Winchester district, there are a
number of points | wish to make and
information | need to know and/or be
reassured on before the

DCO (development consent order)
application is even made.

I. The impact of the site on the
Highway network: the A34 and A303
are frequently closed by accidents. The
application and the staff at the Sutton
Scotney consultation stated that if this
were the case, the lorries would stay in
the queue on the trunk roads. This is
unlikely and impractical if the road is
closed. Lorries cannot enter a junction/
stay on the road and will use narrower
roads to travel to and from the site.
The junction design onto the A303 was
designed for light traffic. Additional
traffic, arising from the transportation
of 500,000 tonnes of waste, would
make this a junction with heavy traffic
use, posing an unacceptable risk to the
public as heavy, slowly accelerating
lorries meet vehicles travelling through
the junction at 70mph on the A303

2. The waste is described as industrial/
commercial. What is the exact
expected input, where does it go now
and from where will it come?

You state the waste will come from

an average time of 2 hours away, but
this is an average. What is the
maximum distance? If the waste
stream changes in the next 25 years as
the number of recyclables increases,
will the waste need to come from

further afar? | would like to see a
current and projected waste profile
over at least |0 years.

3. The health implications of the
ingestion of particles, relative to the
size of those particulates are becoming
ever apparent. WCC wants to know
how the emissions of the site are
managed, and monitored, what are the
measures to monitor, and how
particulate matter (PM) of 10, 2.5 and
in the future 1.0 micrometers diameter
(and possibly smaller) are managed and
filtered out. How is this process future
proofed?

4. With Wheelabrator’s record of
compliance in other countries not
being good, what exactly is
Wheelabrator’s record of non-
compliance in the UK and how can this
be prevented at this plant?

5. WCC and | would like more
clarification of the water cycle of this
plant, in particular the ‘source’ of all
water in, the journey of ‘water out as
steam’, water collection, and what will
be the receptor of the ‘water out’
noting it will be potentially water
containing contaminants?

6. What alternatives were considered
in the choice of site? It is a restored
greenfield site (restoration by Raymond
Brown as part of their permission).
Dicot (old Power station) would seem
to be a better option with better road
infrastructure and better placed to
cover the south of England.

7. Good practice in the guide for
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NOT JUST STOVES!

THE ART OF FIRE

Seove Specialists for over W years

et b o

RICHARD

~STEEL=

& PARTNERS

THE ZAWMILY OWNIO

lain & Richard Stesl RHINERH RIRRSIRRS Nembers since 1905

The Steel family - serving Winchester, Alresford
and the wider Hampshire community since 1860

Available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year
01962 862333

Alderman House, City Road, Winchester

www.winchesterfunerals.co.uk




incineration and large scale energy
projects states that the heat generated
at this site should be directed towards
a use. Although it states it is available,
there are no planned uses. How will
Wheelabrator address this?

8. Though connection to the National
Grid is not included in the DCO
application, the connection is of vital
importance at this site, and needs
certainty. Pylons are not acceptable.
We need to know how and where the
link will be constructed, and the form it
will take.

9. Is there a local and national need for
this site at all? (HCC has been asked to
provide information too.) WCC will
query this in their submission too.

10. | believe there is a case to seek
another public consultation round
including schools and residents to show
these issues have been addressed
before the applicant seeks a
Development Consent Order.

ClIr Jackie Porter.

Christmas Party in church

After school on Friday 6 December, St.
John’s church was filled with over 40
children and their parents. There was a
lot of noise and a lot of fun! A large
craft table was a hive of activity with
children making beautiful Christmas
tree decorations, sparkly wooden
hearts, and memory lanterns, on which
the children wrote happy memories.
Party games also ensued, such as fancy
dress relay races and the children tying
themselves in 2 human knot. Hannah
Barber led an awesome drumming
session for many keen young
drummers (just in case it wasn’t noisy
enough). Meanwhile babies and
toddlers tried to enjoy a more peaceful
moment, if that was possible, towards
the end of the church.

Then the food arrived and it was
spectacular. Nora Haywood,
Katherine Impey and Vanessa
Rosewell had prepared the most
incredible creations from cucumber
and carrot Christmas trees to
strawberry and cream Father
Christmasses. They were easily
Michelin star quality. For a short while
there was relative peace whilst all the
children enjoyed feasting, finished off
with mince pies and ice cream.

The evening drew to a close with Julia
Wright sharing a short message on
“The Greatest Gift of All”’, where she
drew a parallel between Jesus and an
iPhone — a potentially life changing
gift, but only if we know how to
switch it on, or in Jesus’s case, ask
Him into our hearts.

Every family who came to the party
brought with them a gift. These have
been donated to The Salvation Army.
They will distribute these gifts to
children who would otherwise be
without presents this Christmas.
All'in all it was a great success. Noisy
and chaotic perhaps, but definitely a
lot of fun, with many smiles, great
conversations, and much laughter. For
some people it was their first time
inside St. John’s church, so it was
wonderful to give them such a lively
and warm welcome.

The party wouldn’t have happened
without Tim Clapp masterminding
and orchestrating the whole thing.
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» Free Boiler Estimates

« Power Flushing

» Landlord Gas Safety Checks

+ Gas / Qil / LPG

« Boiler Servicing / Installations /
Repairs

o Hot Water Cylinders

» Central Heating Systems

o Plumbing work undertaken

» Forth Generation Family Business

Tel: 01962 776321

enquiries@worthyheatingservices.co.uk

nosh

catering us

Sersibly priced, bespoke

P

For all engures

neshcaiebar@gmail.com

nosh
café|bar

Lymington Bottom Road
Next to Reads Butchers
QOpen 8-5 Mon/Sat
.50 AVAILABLE FOR PAIVATE HIFE

Itchen Valley Montessori

(A Itchen Abbas

P —

L{:j’ 9.00 am - 2.45 pm

Monday

500 ami - 1.00 pm
Tuesday to Friday

The Montessori Method in a
prepared classroom

Activities include Artc & Craft,
Music & Movement, Coolking,
French and Drama

Call 01730 829377

carolinembutcher@btinternet.com

Hampshire’s Leading International
Fine Art & Antiques Auctioneers

CRIARY AU & Mol T

" o8 weedly e ot omgue & colleciobie airsoe
" erdiraag Moed recand prices
* PON mpenw e e i s Bl
e ceariBaiens 10 BECT Fig B o TR Amngaes Aasd e’
Coetaty ta for Satailt of tur,
* complex prip ey & Cottinty vaoHe Renite for
Sehe - lesnace - Prster - Pyl

* e vauMion MNICe B MXt00 B

LR ]

A vETadasdeo txn

(“ L perocm.
Y e AAE
a» Y C
THE AUCTION ROOMS, MANOR FARM, [TCHEN STOXE,
WINCHESTER S0M QT
Teb 02562 135033 sevrd: sovives Paodreniorithan oo 000




And we would like to say a huge thank
you to many others who also made
amazing contributions: Katherine
Impey, Vanessa Rosewell and Nora
Haywood for their Michelin star food;
Karen Clapp, Claire Hunt and Sally
Parker for their wonderful craft table;
Hannah Barber for her genius
drumming (and being a human climbing
frame to 40 children); Vernon Tottle
for being so accommodating and
helping with the logistics; Beccy Clark
for her legendary admin skills and flyer
creations.

Julia Wright

The Practical Gardener

So now is the perfect time to think
about sowing and planting. Many
flowers and vegetables can be sown in
January in a warm place.An indoor
windowsill is considered a safe place if
you don’t own a propagator. | shall start
with sweet peas, broad beans and
tomatoes. Later in the month | move
on to peas and lettuce and a whole
range of flowers, but just the easy ones.
Some seeds are quite slow to
germinate, | don’t know why but that’s
nature. Growing your own plants from
seed is somehow very satisfying. It’s
almost like you have created something.
Be bold, give it a try. Get the young
ones involved!

Do you have the killer instinct? Moss
on roofs, in lawns and on paths is not
welcome. Time for action! The first
probably needs a chemical treatment
involving ferrous sulphate and the moss
dies and goes black — horrible — then
you’re supposed to rake it out. On a
roof, it needs scraping off only because
it can block gutters and downpipes. A
pressure washer is the solution to
clean paths.

All the experts will give advice about
winter pruning roses, fruit trees,
clematis and other shrubs. I’'m no
expert but | think pruning is good for
the winter months as long as it is frost
free. | have just cut down my bush
roses which | think keeps them more
stable in the winter but | will do a final
prune in March.

My leaf sweeping activity has been in
full swing. I'd like to recommend a tool
which uses no petrol or electricity and
makes no noise: yes, the garden lawn
rake. | did a test in my orchard and can
say it took no longer doing it by hand
plus I had a free work out, so no need
to go to the gym, yet another saving.
Seriously though, do look hard at new
battery powered tools. I've been really
pleased with mine;instant power, light
weight and easy to use.What’s more
the lack of noise means you don’t
disturb those around you!

Happy Gardening!

Tony Gaster.

From our LLM

| was prompted to
write this after
reading a survey
report from the
United States. It
probably won’t
come as any
surprise, given what
we know about Donald Trump’s views,
to discover that recent data from the
Yale Project on Climate Change
Communication suggests that only 64
percent of Americans think global
warming is real and caused by humans.
But what did surprise and concern me
was to read that the same research
project found that the figure fell to 44%
amongst evangelical Christians.

37



38

Pure circuits classes

Mondays 7.30 - 8.30pm
at Itchen Abbas Village Hall

Are you up for a new challenge? Suitable for all
levels of fitness. No equipment or fancy gear
needed, just a good sense of humour!

4 ‘:\fl
Run by local Personal Trainer Juliette Green.
Book a FREE trial - Drop in cl; ly £6. Fasd

ook a rial - Drop in classes only ' F e

Email purecircuits@gmail.com

or phone/text 07799 890860 to book your FREE place.

=
& =t
d:

One-to-one tuition in your own home
by qualified trainer - DBS checked

u'-

Can’t get the hang of
your computer?

r

Gift tokens available
Call Christine for details on

01962 735359

Y] ouise

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Previous experience in top
West End and Winchester salons
01264 712037 07788 248378

MH Garoen Works

Grass and Astro Turf
Fencing + Decking + Patios
Digger and Dumper hire with driver
free quotes and advice
07818 800706 or 01962 469489

All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

Alresford Motor Services _ Memorials .
New Farm Road Building Stonework Restoration
BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd

Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoody@gmail.com

Lawn Care
Feed, Weed and Moss
Control
200 Sqg. Metres - £100
5 visits per year
Tel. Brian 07710 729839

FULFLOOD GALLERY & FRAMING

Keith Butcher
keith@fulfloodgalleryandframing.co.uk

3 Stockbridge Road, Winchester, SO22 6RN
01962 877992

www.fulfloodgalleryandframing.co.uk

Dave Giles of Giles Tiles

Floor and wall tiling
Kitchen & bathroom refits
Friendly service & free quotes
dave@sgilestiles.co.uk
07513 941962 01962 854184

A H SERVICES

Domestic gas engineer - certificated
plumbers
Boilers/Cookers/Gas fires - Installs/Servicing/Repairs
Electrical - Gas safety checks - Landlord’s safety
certificates
Bathrooms Property maintenance
Fully insured.

Telephone 07533 776406 or 07847144092 -~ ﬁfﬂ]

Meliora cogito

S EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
FEsEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERES



The Bible tells us in Genesis that man
was created to have dominion over
the earth, or rule over it as more
modern versions say. So how can
Christians fail to recognise their
responsibility when it has clearly been
given by God? Further research led
me to some surprising results.
Unbelievably one conservative
Christian argument is that God just
wouldn’t let human activities ruin his
creation. Sen. James Inhofe of
Oklahoma said “God’s still up there,
and the arrogance of people to think
that we, human beings, would be able
to change what he is doing in the
climate, is to me, outrageous.” This
belief that climate change is caused by
God is based around the concept that
we are approaching the end times and
it is part of the apocalypse. This is of
course pure arrogance as Matthew
says in 4:36 “But concerning that day
and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father only”.

So the Bible is clear until Jesus comes
again we must accept our
responsibility for looking after the
earth. From a Christian perspective,
we have free will to make decisions
and must live with their
consequences. This is, after all, the
Christian solution to the theological
problem of evil. “Are bad things
happening! Yes, all the time,
everything from someone starting a
war to deciding to get drunk and
drive will have consequences for
innocent bystanders.

Climate change is just another wrong,
another problem, brought on by
flawed humans exercising their wills in
a way that is less than fully advised.
It’s a casualty of decisions poorly
made.

But more than the earth itself,
Christianity places a strong emphasis
on caring for the weakest and most
vulnerable among us. That gives us
even more reason to care about
climate change because it is affecting
people. And according to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change it is disproportionately
affecting the poor, and the vulnerable,
and those who cannot care for
themselves by threatening food
supplies, risking worsening violence
and increasing the displacement of
vulnerable populations.

So ultimately it comes down to this, If
you believe that God created the
world, and gave it to humans as this
incredible gift to live on and take care
of, then why would you treat it like
rubbish? We can ask him for help but
ultimately it is up to us.

Gerry Stacey

IA & AVillage Hall needs a
Treasurer

| have been treasurer of the hall for
almost seven years and am hoping
someone will come forward and offer
to take up the role. It involves
recording all receipts and paying the
hall's bills, just like other similar
treasurer roles. In addition we use
the Hallmaster system to match
receipts against rental invoices and
this adds to the interest of this
voluntary position. There is an
efficient bookkeeping system in place
designed by Vernon Tottle - and he
and myself would always be available
to help with any problems.

Please contact me if you are at all
interested in finding out more !!

Sue Hitchen, 779516 or

suehitchen | @hotmail.com
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Cameo Christmas Lunch

Local monthly information

Fifty people sat down to the Cameo
Christmas lunch that included turkey,
pigs in blankets, stuffing, sprouts, roast
potatoes and bread sauce. This was
followed by mince pies with brandy
butter, satsumas, chocolates and coffee
or tea.

We were wonderfully entertained by
singers from ltchen Abbas school.
Lavinia Owen thanked everyone for
their support.

If you are over 65 and would like to
come to the Cameo lunches next year
you would be most welcome — please
ring me on 779 778

Charlotte Appleby

Waste collections in January

Black bins only on Monday 6 January.
Black bins and green bags on Fridays 17
and 31 January. Green bins on Saturday
I and Friday 24 January. Glass boxes
on Saturday || January.

Cameo

Tuesday 21 January.

Farmers Market in Winchester
Sunday 12 and 26 January.

Parish Council Full Meeting
Thursday 9 January. IA&AVH.

67 Bus operated by Stagecoach.

School term timetable operates

6 - 31 January.

Mondays and Thursdays to Winchester:
07:53 08:20 09:23 13:53 16:23 17:23
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays to
Winchester:

07:53 08:20 09:23 11:53 13:53 16:23
17:23

Mondays and Thursdays to Alresford:
[1:49 15:19 17:11 18:09

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays to
Alresford:

09:49 11:49 13:19 15:19 17:11 18:09

On 2 and 3 January it is likely to be a
Saturday service.

Saturday service (same for the
whole month.

Towards Winchester:

08:23 11:23 14:23 17:23

Towards Alresford:

09:19 12:19 15:19 18:09

No Sunday or bank holiday service
All times shown are at ltchen Abbas.
Times are 5 minutes later (or earlier)
at Easton.



The Chestnut Horse rides again!

Now open after a
major refurbishment.

Our menu is

ingredients
B from award
*® winning local
gig suppliers and The Chestnut Horse
i we have a bar
v, ! that we believe Easton
's the best 01962 779866
stocked
in Hampshire.  www.thechestnuthorse.com

STORAGE made easy

*24/7 access

= Sizes to suit your needs
» Short or long term

* Easy to find, easy to use

* On your doorstep STORE
0 1 9 62 7 7 1 9 93 HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

www.bar-store.co.uk

Holden Farm Cherlton S024 ONX
% ¥ 4
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Keylink SAS Ltd

Mercedes, BMW and
VAG servicing and
repairs specialist. (All
other makes t0o0.)

il

Competitive rates, full
diagnostics, MOTs
arranged.

Air conditioning service and repair.

Free collection, delivery or courtesy car.

www.kelinksas.co.uk
info@keylinksas.co.uk

01256 397150

Unit 15/16 Calvert Centre,
Woodmancott, Winchester SO21 3BN

@ ® @

Computer Problems?

n

FC, Mac, iPads, Phones
Systems & Software Setups
Virus cleaning & Security
Tune ups & Health Checks
Broadband, WiFi & Network
Upgrades & Hardware

Data Recovery

Cracked screens replaced

.- = & & & = & =

Independent and Impartial Advice
Home Visits (some evenings available)

10% [obour discount over 14 Hour with
Parish Magozine

Laptops, Macs, Phones,
Data recovery

PC’s, Laptops, Home
setups, Viruses
Colin: 01962 713890 Gerry:01962 712674
Mob: 07727 481220 Mob: 07900 845814

Qualified engineer Microsoft Certified

BESPOKE CURTAINS,
BLINDS & CUSHIONS

INDEPENDENT BRITISH
DESIGNER FABRICS

TRACKS & POLES

COUDRE

INTERIOR FURNISHINGS
WORKROOM

®
2 WALES STREET
WINCHESTER 5023 OET

MON-FRI, 9AM-3PM
07411 711168

www.coudre.couk - -

massage therapy

Jemma Giles your local

Advanced Clinical Massage Therapist.
Treating clients who suffer from:-
*Back and neck issues * Headaches
*Frozen shoulder *Tight muscles

*Low energy *Tennis elbow

Call Jemma to arrange your treatment on

07752 623234 or 01962 854184

jemma@massagetherapywinchester.co.uk
www.massagetherapywinchester.co.uk



Showroom GARDEN Workshop

GEORGE CANN

THE

COUNTRY
HOUSE

COMPANY

Salos 1 Lattings | Management

02392 632 275
countryhousecompany.co.uk

BLINDS AWNINGS SHUTTERS

We offer an expert measuring, manufacturing and installation service with a

FULL 5 YEAR GUARANTEE

Call us fora

Qur other services include awning
and canopy restoration, FREE
{ = including re-covering, no obligation
T | and blind servicing and repair. quofe
W [\]C |—| ESTE R 7101962736 83607711 007 079
BLINDS & SHUTTERS info@winchesterblinds.com  www.winchesterblinds.com
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Hea rds

At-ttowe i Hawpshire

Sales | Lettings
Property Management

01962 736333 | alresford@hellards.co.uk
11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk




