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Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held 

electronically on Thursday 15th October 2020 at 7.45pm. 
 

Members Attending: 

Cllr Riley (chair), Cllr Appleby, Cllr Langford, Cllr Percy,  Cllr Stirrup, Cllr Rosewell 

Members Absent: 

Cllr Andrews (apologies received in retrospect), Cllr Moffatt 

In Attendance:  

Michelle Leadbitter-Allen (Clerk)  

20.041 Apologies Received from:   

Cllr Legat, Cllr Jeffes 

20.042 Approve the minutes from 17th September 2020. 

The Minutes of the 17th September 2020 were approved by all as a correct record of events.  

Minutes to be signed in retrospect.   

Matters arising: 

Ownership of goals purchased by WYFC:  Cllr Riley confirmed that the goals, as purchased 

using a combination of Boomtown Community Funding, Football Association Funding and 

WYFC’s own money, the goals would belong to WYFC.  Cllr Riley reported that together 

with the clerk had met online with Chair of WYFC and confirmed that once the council have 

the rabbit situation under control at KGVth fields and upon confirmation that they still have 

access to the Football Association Funds, will order the goals.  They will ask for the 

Boomtown Funding to be transferred to them until they have confirmed this.  Cllr Riley 

explained that the two sets of adult goals will need to be removed and the holes filled in 

with topsoil. 

Boomtown Funding Results:  Clerk confirmed that she had posted the results on Itchen 

Valley PC Facebook Page. 

Auditor Appointment:  Clerk confirmed she had appointed ‘Do the Numbers’ as Internal 

Auditor for financial year. 

Winchester Youth Football Club: Clerk confirmed she had told the club that we could not 

rent a field at Couch Green to them. 

https://www.itchenvalleyparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/180620_FGP_FINAL_MINS.pdf
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20.043 Bills to Pay: 

Bills to Pay were circulated to the councillors before the meeting and viewed by all. Cllr 

Appleby and Cllr Langford agreed the payments and would send email confirming this to 

clerk. 

Action:  Clerk to process payments 

Action:  Cllr Riley to authorise payments with the bank when satisfied with the above 

20.044 Review F&GP Committee Workplan for October 

Cllr Riley ran through the items for action in October. 

(i) Independent Review of Bank Reconciliation for September:   

As Cllr Andrews was not at the meeting and could not confirm that he had reviewed and 

agreed the bank reconciliation the Clerk must change the RAG status back to Amber & add 

this to the next Full Council Meeting Agenda. 

(ii) Review Quarterly Management Accounts for FY 20/21 :  

Cllr Riley presented the Management Accounts as of 30th September 2020 explaining that 

Covid-19 has had a significant impact on both income & expenditure, but fortunately the 

general reserve would just cover the shortfall in income.  Cllr Riley opened the floor to 

questions: 

o Cllr Appleby wished to comment on his project of refurbishing the bus shelter at 

the bottom of Station Hill in Itchen Abbas.  He was concerned that he may need to 

find another supplier to complete this renovation as although All Aspects had 

agreed to start works, they have not done so and not communicated with him.  

Action: Cllr Appleby to pursue a definitive answer from All Aspects.   If they cannot/ 

will not do the work, then he will try and find someone else. 

o Cllr Riley asked if any progress had been made regarding obtaining traffic control 

measures for Easton and Avington villages.  Clerk explained that she had emailed 

and telephoned the Hampshire Highways department, but they had never replied.  

Cllr Stirrup had had a similar experience when she had tried to contact them as 

well. Action:  Clerk to contact Cllr Porter to find out who the engineer is for our 

area as we need to progress this.   
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(iii) Budget requests for FY 21/22 

Cllr Riley asked if there were any budget requests as no-one had submitted anything except 

Cllr Appleby.   

Action:  All Councillors must submit budget requests to clerk by 25/26 October. 

Members shared their thoughts on budget requests: 

• Cllr Appleby would like to roll over the bus shelter budget to next year. 

• Cllr Appleby suggested the storage container be weather-proofed. 

• A budget for the Environment Committee. 

• Cllr Langford suggested that Cllr Jeffes be invited to submit a budget for footpath 

improvements. Cllr Riley agreed, but the budget must include a genuine set of projects. 

• Clerk would like a budget to purchase a fire-retardant cupboard to store council files. 

(iv) Remind MacPherson's Trust to post Annual Return. 

Clerk has completed this task. 

(v) Submit VAT return  

Clerk has completed this task. 

20.045 F&GP Review Environment Committee Terms of Reference 

Cllr Appleby would like the Environment Committee to adhere to Council Standing Orders.  

Action:  Clerk to add to November F&GP Agenda for Review 

All agreed that the Environment Committee should commission Kiss Management to 

perform the tree survey at Couch Green to determine what trees should be planted and 

where. 

The environment committee had a  number of projects it was looking at including a food 

waste project where they intend to spend £1000 on 20 individuals who participate in the 

project.  Cllr Percy is said that the average price of the gadget was £100, and each individual 

would receive £50 towards the cost of the gadget. The elector would report back to the 

council.  The committee will be advertising the scheme in the Itchen Valley News.   
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20.046 Update Discuss and resolve whether to re-tender Lengthsman Contract & amendments to 

Associate Parish Contracts 

Cllr Riley explained that the Lengthsman contract was going to expire at the end of the year 

and we needed to decide whether the contract should be renewed  or retendered.   

Cllr Riley explained that our Financial Regulations allow us to roll over the contract for up to 

five years.  If the contract is renewed it will be the fourth year.  

Cllr Appleby spent some time talking about an associate parish that was experiencing issues 

with the lengthsman.  Although other parishes have experienced problems, including Itchen 

Valley, problems seem to have been managed appropriately. 

Cllr Percy felt that as a council we were reasonably happy with cost and the work 

completed and was therefore happy for the council to roll over the contract with the 

lengthsman. 

Cllr Rosewell thought the council should continue with the lengthsman contract. 

Cllr Stirrup said that it was not sensible at this time to retender, especially if it was only 

parish that was experiencing an issue. 

Cllr Langford would be happy to roll the contract for another year, but the lengthsman must 

be made aware that we will be putting the contract out for retender next year. 

Action: Cllr Appleby, Cllr Langford and Clerk to meet and discuss how the contracts can be 

amended to clearly state what is expected from the Associate Parishes and the 

Lengthsman. Contracts will be approved by Full Council at the next Full Council Meeting. 

Action: Cllr Appleby will write to Associate Parish Councils to remind them how jobs should 

be presented; what jobs are allowed and how to handle disputes with the lengthsman. 

The members agreed that the contract for the Lengthsman would be roll-over as per 

Financial Regulations allowed.  The Lengthsman would be notified however, that the 

contract would be retendered next year. 

20.047 Review of TheAppOffice Contract 

Action:  Clerk to send this to the Committee Chairs for review before the next FCM 
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20.048 Website Accessibility Update and Adoption of Accessibility Statements 

Cllr Legat was no at this meeting. 

Action:  Add to FCM Agenda  

20.049 King George Vth Field Grass Maintenance: The grass cutting maintenance contract is expiring 

soon.  Discuss and resolve next steps. 

As the contract with Greensmile has been active since 2014, the Council must offer the 

contract for retender as the contract will expire at the end of March 2021.  According to the 

retendering process an advert must be place in the Hampshire Chronicle. 

Action:  Cllr Riley and the Clerk to prepare the documentation. 

20.050 Items for consideration for next meeting 

The following items will be discussed at the next Full Council Meeting: 

(i) School Bus:  Cllr Rosewell explained Easton had been left off the school and has been 

tagged on to existing routes. Cllr Rosewell was concerned about the use of a full size and 

sometimes double decker bus on the school bus routes to Henry Beaufort and Itchen 

Abbas School.  The bus stops at on a blind bend to drop off children and makes a U-Turn 

on the junction at the Cricketers.  These practices are a danger to the children. Cllr 

Rosewell said that a complaint had been made and they are awaiting an answer.  Cllr 

Rosewell will report back at the Full Council Meeting. 

(ii) Footpaths & Cycleways 

(iii) Covid-19 

20.051 Date and Time of following meeting: 

Date: Thursday 19th  November 2020 at 7.45/8.00 pm until 9.00 pm.   

Location: Electronic – public welcome, contact clerk for entry. 

The meeting was closed at 9.30 pm. 
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