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WELCOME to the Valley News

When the IVN editorial board (sounds
grand!) met in person recently for the
first time for a year, we discussed the
fact that the front covers had tended
to show plants and non-human animals,
and it was time for some people to
make an appearance. However, the
redesign of Junction 9 and the M3/A34/
A33 links is going to be hugely
important to everyone living or
working in the Valley so we are taking
every opportunity to alert you to the
consultation which ends on 8 July.
Our various representatives have
written about it but none of them is
telling you what to think. We have
printed the diagram showing the roads
and proposed cycle and walking routes
on the centre pages (22-23). Much
more information is available on-line
www.highwaysengland. co.uk/
m3junction9.

What's On is still thin but there are
events to look forward to, both in the
Valley and outside. Boom Village on 12
- |5 August is advertised on page 6 and
the Liberation Party in Easton is
planned for I | September (page 5).
Neither of the two biggest world
concerns gets much mention in this
edition of the Valley News. The climate
doesn’t get a look-in, biodiversity is
mentioned (wild flower verges p20),
but I regret that there is not more on
this most important broad topic. Please
consider writing something for the
magazine about what you and your
family are doing to reduce your carbon
(and other important greenhouse
gases) footprint. Maybe this could be a
holiday project for teens - good CV
material?

| don’t suppose anyone
regrets the lack of mention
of the other elephant in the room -
what can one say about ‘it’ (am | feeling
that not naming ‘it” will make it go
away, or at least not return with
renewed vigour?) that doesn’t risk
being out of date by the time the News
reaches your doormat?

You will see that the News is in need
of another part time editor or two
(page 10). Do consider it. It is probably
the least time-consuming volunteer
role you could take on, requiring only a
few days’ work every 3 or 4 months. Fi
and Lucy showed how well it could
work as a partnership.

Next month’s editor is Verity
Coleman. Stay safe and happy holidays.
Charlotte Appleby
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What'’s On

Not very much, unfortunately, but see
the Save the Date box on page 28 and
various posters.

Note that the M3/Jn9 consultation
ends on 8 July.

Hat Fair 2021
FLAY susmsemme  THEATRE WAT .
SRR | == WiliGhesten JHR PLATMAKERS

It's all systems go - we're going ahead
as planned! We’re thrilled to say,
following the government’s
announcement earlier this week that
the lifting of the final Covid restrictions
has been delayed until 19 July, that the
Hat Fair will go ahead as planned on
Friday 2 - Sunday 4 July.

The event has been organised to
comply with the current level of Covid
restrictions. To make this year's
festival Covid secure for everyone, all
three days of the event will take place
at North Walls Recreation Ground
and the adjacent Winchester School of
Art Car Park, and the event will be
ticketed. This allows us to limit the
number of audiences and, to prevent
people coming into close contact with
others, rather than the 'hatters' passing
a hat around for money after their

performance, the hatters will be paid a
fee from the ticket monies raised.
Tickets can be purchased online https://
www.hatfair.co.uk/get-tickets

or from the Box Office at Theatre
Royal Winchester. You can call the
Box Office on 01962 840 440 (Box
Office is open Tue-Sat, |10am-1pm).
We look forward to seeing you at Hat
Fair 202!

Boules 2021

The boules season began tentatively
this year. The covid restrictions eased
a little in mid-May. Rain was very
disruptive for the next fortnight.
However this then changed, and the
first round of the inter-village league
matches duly took place on Tuesday |
June, with Avington at home to Martyr
Worthy and Easton at home to ltchen
Abbas.

All teams may have felt a little out of
practice, but, in glorious sunshine,
players and supporters enjoyed the
opportunity to meet up again. The
score in both matches was similar, with
Easton and Avington both winning their
respective matches by 3 games to |.
The second round is on Tuesday 13
July.

Ralph Matthews

The evening was obviously a riotous
occasion, so much so that our IVN
reporter forgot to take a photo! - Ed

Tennis

As of Monday 14 June, after a break of
about 15 months, Worthy Park Tennis
Club has returned to its home at
Prince’s Mead School from 6pm
weekday evenings and from 8am until
dark at weekends.

If you have ever considered joining as a
member, NOW is a great time.



EASTON

TICKETS £20.

Please visit our website
www.worthyparktennis.com and "Like"
us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
WorthyParkTennisClub

Our Level 3 coach, Rachel Magory will
be running a few courses to start with
whilst we re-establish ourselves.

For 6 weeks starting Tuesday |5 and
Wednesday 16 June

Tuesdays 6.30-8pm: Adult mix-in/drills
£60 for all six sessions or £12 pay and
play per session (min 4 / max 8).
Wednesdays 6-7pm: Kids 6-8 yrs old

NE& IR LA <GB

H AL L

EMAIL: SALIVIS@ETINTERNET.COM
CALL: 01962 779283

£42 for all six sessions. Wednesdays
7.15pm-8.15pm: Adults skills and drills
£48 for all six sessions or £10 pay and
play per session.

Please message Rachel on

07501 016217

N.B. COVID measures will be in place
and the Club politely requests that you
abide by them please for the safety not
only of our fellow Club

Members, but also for

the Staff & children at

Princes Mead School.
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VILLAGE

AN INTIMATE FESTIVAL CELEBRATION, PACKED WITH MUSIC, CREATIVITY &
CELEBRATION.

Welcome to our spin-off festival, Boom Village, brought to you by the team behind
Boomtown. Since making the difficult decision to postpone our 60,000 capacity
Boomtown: The Gathering until 2022, we’ve been busy using the abundance of

creativity within our team to come up with the perfect solution to the current
conundrum and complex puzzle of putting on live events in the UK at the moment. For
one year only, we bring you, Boom Village!

This one-off mini-event for all the family will be hosted in our beautiful home of
Matterley Estate in the South Downs and tickets are available exclusively for those
living in Hampshire or in the South Downs National Park Area. Boom Village

will focus on fun and freedom for all generations, trying out new
environmental initiatives and resetting the foundations of how to put on a
truly sustainable festival for future years. As well as great food and drink, a
musical soundtrack fitting for the ‘third summer of love’ and of course, all the
curious and charismatic characters that we’ve come so accustomed to within
our Boomtown world...

Join us and be part of the show that was never meant to happen, but will be
remembered forever...

https://www.boomtownfair.co.uk/boom-village/tickets/

Non -
Members
welcomed but
7 please add £2

Easton Village Hall &
Recreation Ground —
welcome back!

;\ é per session
< o (£12 for the On 17 May the Hall re-opened to our
"/N C;\’ course). regular class users, with all appropriate
IS Join the Covid Secure precautions in place, and

sessions at any ~ we hope that on 19 July we will be able

time! Just pay and play!

Thank you and hopefully see you on
court soon.

Jenny Sloan

Acting Chairman Worthy Park Tennis Club

to accept bookings from all potential
users, although, of course, we await
news from the Government with
regard to this.

Ina Williams, having given of her time



tirelessly over the last 10 years as
Bookings Secretary for the Hall, has
stepped down from that role and from
the management committee; we owe
her a huge debt of thanks for her
contribution to both roles.

The role of Bookings Secretary has
been taken over by Helen Smyth, and
we are most grateful to her for doing
so — she will now be responding to
emails sent to
evh.booking@googlemail.com and has
a dedicated mobile number, which is
07308 863972.

The Village Hall website
www.eastonvillagehall.co.uk remains
active and is the process of being
updated, to include an online bookings
and bookings management system,
which should streamline the hall
bookings process for all.

The AGM, which usually takes place in
May, will take place in November this
year, as it did in 2020, but then will
revert to May in 2022.

Meanwhile, as many of you will have
noticed, the new storage facility at the
rear of the Hall is now complete, and
we are grateful to our friends at the
Cricket Club for the work they have
put in to improve the landscaping and
access from the playing field.

During the summer, we plan to
organise a village working party to
move and reorganise items currently
stored in the Village Hall loft into the
Village Hall storeroom. We plan also to
address the safety issue of access to
the loft space by installing a proper
staircase.

It is a slow return to normality, but we
are so glad to welcome back our
regular users and look forward to
opening fully when allowed.

EVH & RG Commiittee,

Harry Smith, Secretary

CAMEO - Come and Meet
Each Other

Virtual CAMEO continues, we now
hope to be able to resume our lunches
in August - on the 3rd Tuesday of
course, but nothing is certain in these
times. If we can go ahead then, Andrew
Micklefield will be coming to take the
service; we will all be glad to see him
again. The helpers team did manage to
have an outdoor tea party - oops, of
course | mean a serious meeting -
while the weather was so fine, to plan
the June goodies. What should it be in
June but strawberries, with meringues
made by some of our willing cooks.

If you would like to know more about
CAMEO and perhaps join us, do please
give me a ring.

Charlotte Appleby 779 778

Reflections on |5 years in the
Valley

Within a few months and with some
sadness, we shall be leaving this
community to live in town. Simply, we
need to be in walking distance of a
shop and on a reliable bus route. |
came to know the Valley through the
Church and have had close connections
and worked in different capacities over
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time. Our four village
churches have changed
little and are well cared
for and kept in good
order. But the ministry
of the Church is not
about buildings.
Christian witness is
strong here and alive in the community
thanks to a very large group of
committed people. However, over
time, | have seen that fewer are either
willing or able to give time to some
tasks, meaning these now must be paid
for. In an increasingly regulated and
bureaucratic world, such tasks have to
be done and done properly.

The Valley is changing and | see an
increasing influence of city life here. It
can be seen in the high fences and big
gates which are not part of country life.
It can also be heard from the daily
noise of chain saws. It seems sad to me
that here any tree can be cut down and
nobody is expected to plant a new one.
Trees are an essential part of country.
They are vital for our environment,
ecology and our vista.

Of our four villages, | know most about
Itchen Abbas, where | live. We have
always had good neighbours, who are
both helpful and friendly, part, | feel, of
a lovely community. However, | also
see fewer folk involved in village life.
Witness the Flower Show, which for so
many years was a big event. Now it’s
difficult to find people to volunteer for
the important tasks of organising.

We have the most wonderful village
hall. Happily, it is well-managed,
financially sound and a hive of all sorts
of activity. It is a central feature of this
community and | have no doubt that at
Easton and Martyr Worthy, the same
situation exists. | sense it’s also less
easy today to find willing volunteers for
the many tasks.

1

| have witnessed the ups and downs of
the village pub over 15 years. Now,
after a few years, it has been updated
and is well-managed. | feel it has been
vital in these difficult times to support
our local. Again, the village pub is such
a focal point and a place to meet
people.

People often talk about the peace and
quiet of the countryside. That was
certainly true when | lived in rural
Shropshire, but not here. | have
experienced almost non-stop building
activity around me for 10 years with all
the noise and dust. Most practical
people today use motorised tools for
everything and | must admit to being
one. | have an extremely noisy brick
cutter. Garden machinery today is
noisy. The country is not quiet.

We have owned a dog for most of the
time we have been here and therefore
walking in the community is a basic
need and often a joy. Yet some of our
footpaths are overgrown and uncared
for. Now | don’t want to enter a
debate on who owns what and who
should do what. To most people, a
path where one is allowed to walk is a
footpath and we should surely expect it
to be looked after. Sometimes, when
this does not happen, the responsibility
sometimes lies with the owner of the
land. | know that our Parish Council
works tirelessly on such issues.

Some years ago, | became involved in a
committee that was to produce a new
Parish Plan. | remember one of the
issues discussed was the lack of suitable
housing. It was a very pretty document,
yet we are a long way from some of
the objectives. By and large, homes
here are getting bigger. Tough for
anyone looking for a two bedroomed
home.

This is a truly beautiful place and long
may that continue.

Tony Gaster



New editors needed for this
magazine

Walk 4 Martyr Worthy -
Easton - Kings Worthy

When Tony Gaster
stepped down earlier
this year as one of our
monthly editors, |
wrote an appeal asking
for a replacement. Alas >
nobody stepped k

forward. '
| also approached A
various readers in person to ask if they
might like to take up the challenge but
again, nul points.

Fortunately, Tony’s move to
Winchester was postponed for several
months and he has temporarily re-
joined the fold.

However, as you will have read in the
June issue of the Itchen Valley News, Fi
Mcintosh and Lucy Wolfe have now
had to withdraw as editors because
they are so busy with other new
ventures. And Tony will, eventually, be
moving later this year. At which point
the magazine will be left with just two
monthly editors.

So | must now repeat my appeal for
help. If you ever had any wish to start
writing or to set about creating
something you can hold in your hand
and be proud of, now is your
opportunity to stand up and be
counted.

If you would like to get involved, please
do contact me through the magazine
inbox. itchenvalleynews@gmail.com
Many thanks

Vernon Tottle, Chief Editor

It is honestly quite a fun challenge and the
IT skills needed would be a doddle to
anyone under - well, perhaps | had better
not specify an age. The meetings are
friendly and fun and we are going to have
an editors’ party soon! - Ed of the month

5 miles/ 8 km loop can extend to 7
miles, or shorten

Start: Chestnut Horse pub Easton
SO21 IEG

what3words: candle.remove.clerk.
This pleasant wander along the banks
of the ltchen is mainly in the furthest
north west corner of The South
Downs National Park. It includes three
of the picturesque Worthy villages:
Martyr, Abbots and Kings and glimpses
of the old Watercress Line. It is served
by three pubs and a cafe: The Chestnut
Horse, Cricketers, Cart and Horses
and Winchester Coffee Roasters.
Check their websites for opening
hours/bookings.

There are a few stiles along the way
and multiple kissing gates. Stout
footwear recommended for wetter
periods. There are often grazing cattle,
please keep dogs on leads and remove
any deposits!

Place names detective:

. Easton’s name originates from
OlId English: tun is an enclosure /
farmstead / village/estate. The earliest
recorded mention is in 871. The oldest
building is St Mary’s Church, but there
are many | 6th C. cottages.

. Worthy probably comes from
Wordie, Anglo Saxon for part of an
estate. There are four in Hampshire,
recorded by the Domesday Survey.
Kings, Headbourne, Abbots, and
Martyr are all linked to 12th C.
Winchester St Swithun’s monastery,
probably a royal estate dating back to
Roman times. Indeed, these villages are
on the line of the Roman Road
Silchester to Winchester which we
now know as the A33.

From the Chestnut Horse follow a
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narrow footpath to the north side of
the pub heading west towards Easton
Lane through paddocks and a newly
established flower farm. On the left is a
complex of mainly 18th C. buildings,
part of the original Manor Farm,
established in medieval times.

Turn left after the last kissing gate
along Easton Lane (no pavements)
towards The Cricketers Pub. Cross the
road with the small grass triangle on
your left, up Church Lane. The triangle
is thought to be the last vestige of the
village common. On the left is the
imposing Dymoke House, rebuilt in the
late 18th C. partly by stones recycled
from a house demolished in the 1780s.
On the right, on the top of the river
terrace lies St Mary’s Church, a Grade

| Listed Building, c.1200. It is the oldest
and largest church in the Itchen Valley.
Spot its iconic late Norman doorway
facing south. Its 12th C. windows in the
north wall were reglazed in the early
1900s.

Just after The OId School House, built

in 1840, take a footpath right,
diagonally across the grassy recreation
field. Several kissing gates lead down
past the private river banks. Look out
for herons and even cormorants, lured
by fish farms upstream. The 28 mile
River Itchen is one of just 200 or so
chalk rivers globally. It was designated a
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
in 1979, to help conserve its rich
mosaic of wildlife including otters,
water voles, lapwings, sedges and
orchids. It also has wild watercress (do
not eat, danger of liver fluke!). Much of
the meadows have been managed by
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Trust
since 2018. They use docile British
White cattle to help increase
biodiversity by gentle trampling.

Follow the footpath along the right
hand, northern edges of a large field
until just before the M3, where a sharp
right takes you to an underpass. Follow
this path as it winds westwards along
one of many small branches of the
Itchen, created centuries ago to feed
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Bird & Pest Solutions
01962 435000 07989582117

HBPS are your local pest control experts
based in kings worthy with a further office in
Basingstoke we have you covered for all
your pest control needs.

Fast professional service

Pest control services:

Rats Cluster flies
Mice Fleas
Wasps Moths
Hornets  Squirrels

Moles Birds

Call uson

01962 435000 or 07989582117
01256 578000 or 07939167612

10 Fraser Road, Kings Worthy, Winchester S023 7PJ 4 Emall:info@hampshirebirdandpestsolutions.co.uk




local corn and cloth mills. Turn sharp
right in front of The Fulling Mill, where
fullers earth clay was beaten into cloth
to make a closer weave. Pass by the
front of the house, effectively through
its garden, over several small wooden
footbridges. DOGS ON LEADS
PLEASE!

This path heads NWV across the
undulating floodplain meadows with the
lumps and bumps of a deserted
medieval village to a bridge over the
Itchen, at the bottom of Mill Hill. Pause
at the interpretation board at the
bottom of Mill Lane, near the old ford
entrance. Turn left on the footpath
signed The Watercress, Itchen and
Pilgrims Way along a small ditch and
through scrubby woodland called ‘carr’.
Look for glimpses of Abbots Worthy
House to the right. This was built for
the Baring family in the early 19th C.
but in Tudor style. Lord Eversley lived
here, a Victorian cabinet minister;
more about him in Kings Worthy!

Go up a small ramp (the left hand fork
is best) to cross the A33 dual
carriageway. DANGEROUS
CROSSING! Turn right alongside the
carriageway on a pavement until the
footpath sign on the left to Kings
Worthy Post Office. You pass some
Victorian alms houses and a Reading
Room.

Cross the busy B3047 (pedestrian
crossing to the right) to the left of the
Cart and Horses Pub. The Cart &
Horses was a farmhouse, converted to
a pub in 1760. For a coffee shop open
Friday -Sunday, walk a short distance
west past St Mary’s Church and small
recreation ground to Winchester
Coffee Roasters, opposite the Volvo
garage, then return to The Post Office.
Carry on along the pavement to the
left of the A33 and turn first left up

tree lined Hinton House drive. To the
left is a field of grass and scrub which
was the site of Kings Worthy House,
its lodge and gardens. This was the
grand Victorian residence of Richard
Turner, a local benefactor (you passed
his Reading Rooms and Alms houses by
the Post Office). It became derelict and
burned down in the 1960’s. To the
right you see glimpses of the 2018
award winning HAB eco homes called
Eversley Gardens and herb rich
meadowland planted in 2018, which
you will walk through on the home
stretch.

Cross Eversley Recreation Ground
heading north east towards the social
club. Make sure you see one of its
interpretation boards. Eversley Park
was named after Lord Eversley, an
early advocate of public access to open
spaces and footpaths. This was the site
of The Whiteway, an ancient livestock
drovers route linking Winchester &
Basingstoke, and had an important
WWII role too. Just behind the Social
Club is a footpath which goes right to
Lovedon Lane.

(For a shorter circular route, turn right
down Lovedon Lane to cross over to
Park Lane, Mill Lane and then the
Watercress Way signs direct you left
back to Easton.)

Turn sharp left up Lovedon Lane, over
the old Mid-Hants Watercress Line
railway bridge, filled in with earth from
the M3 cutting at Twyford Down.
Narrow pavement here. Take the first
footpath to the left just after the
railway bridge, through a kissing gate.
Walk down Broadview to Wesley Rd
and the Millennium mosaic
interpretation board. Broadview
indeed: This is on top of a very deep
infilled cutting of the Mid-Hants
Railway. It has stunning views west
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OCEAN GUTTERING SERVICES
AND ROOFING

eGutter Maintenance and Repair
eRoofing Repair
eNew Flat Roofing
el ead Roofing
80 High Street, Winchester,
Hampshire, SO23 9AT

www.ocean-roofing.co.uk

PETER G FISHER
GAS SAFE registered 219242

Plumbing, Heating and
Gas Engineer
33 Victena Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7FY

Phone 02380 600834
Mobile 07860 401304

Credit and debit cards accepted

Day & Boarding

Contemporary Catholic Co-educational 3-13

« »
Exceptionally well-adjusted and kind children
Tatler Schools Guide FARLEIGH

Flexible school bus service, covering Winchester

Current pick-up from Headbourne Worthy (SO23 7LD)

For further information, please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com T: 01264 712838 to book or to arrange a tour

ALRESFORDPILATES

Small group classes or
private sessions

Close supervision and
individual support

Further details -
www.alresfordpilates.co.uk

Call/text Sally Hogg - 07771 522665

Email: sallyhogg@btinternet.com

Hampshire Rural Management Ltd

hantsrmltd@gmail.com 07730 09961 |

Estate Maintenance Land Management
Hedge cutting Woodland Maintenance
Gate Posts and Gates  Paddock Topping
Hedge & Tree Planting Groundworks
Agricultural, Equestrian & Garden Fencing

www.hampshireruralmanagementltd.co.uk




across to Winchester including the site
of a Roman villa at Woodhams Farm.
Imagine workers called ‘Navvies’ as
young as seven years old, hand cutting
the hard chalk in the 1860s, and JCBs
filling it in to dispose of M3 waste in
the late 1980s.

Habitats: in all the disused railway
sections, active management by the
Worthys’ Conservation Volunteers,
Watercress Way trustees and friends
and Hampshire County Council is
needed to maintain clear access and
improve habitat diversity by layering
the shrubs and creating glades.

(To extend your walk by 1.75 miles to
see the other disused track bed: the
Didcot-Newbury-Southampton Railway
{DN&SR} walk further west into Kings
Worthy and follow the Watercress
Way signs . You continue down
Broadview to access The Kim Bishop
Way and what locals call ‘Top Field or
Hookpit, a new social housing
development of 2020. In 2020 new
access was negotiated by the
Watercress Way charity to reach more
of the Watercress Line track bed from
Wesley Road dll the way to
Winchester Junction. This was its
junction with the main London to
Southampton railway via Basingstoke.
You will end up at Woodhams Farm to
access the deep South-North cutting of
the old DN&SR. You then drop down

off the high embankment at Two
Bridges, to go under the twin bridges
along Hookpit Farm Lane until Burnett
Lane, then back up to Top Fields to re-
join the Kim Bishop Way and
Broadview.)

To return directly to Easton, turn left
along Wesley Road, and then left into
Frampton Road, Gillingham Close and
then take the first footpath to the right
into Eversley Recreation Ground again.
Walk along the left hand side of the
park to access the new housing
development of ‘Eco houses’ called
Eversley Gardens. A footpath leads all
around the meadow to exit onto
Lovedon Lane. Turn right towards the
A33. The A33, before the 1980s, took
all the traffic from London to
Southampton and on to the
Winchester by-pass. And back in 50BC,
you would have seen Romans passing!
Cross the A33 and walk down Park
Lane. No pavements, narrow road. The
road is named after Worthy Park and
its farm which used to be to the left
beyond the woods. On the right is a
large Victorian redbrick house- one of
several Rectories around the village
(not all in use at the same time!). Cross
the B3047 and carry on down Mill
Lane, past beautiful, thatched 17th C.
cottages and take the first footpath to
the left, opposite your original turn to
Kings Worthy. Go through some
paddocks slightly uphill, following
Watercress Way signs now back to
Easton and Martyr Worthy.

You get glimpses of Worthy Park on
the left, now Prince’s Mead School.
This imposing house was built in 1829,
another listed building. This has an
Anglo Saxon cemetery dating from the
5th/6th C. From this period onwards
both Kings Worthy and Abbots
Worthy were established as small
agricultural communities close to the



River ltchen. Mill Lane, Abbots
Worthy, was first referred to in the
Anglo-Saxon Charter of AD961.

There is a narrow grassy area alongside
the B3047, no pavement, for a few
metres before a footpath to the right
takes you downhill to the river, with
fields on the left. Just before the M3 is
a gate/stile and then an underpass. The
path takes a sharp left to a kissing gate
and then a right with the field boundary
to the right, then a kissing gate so the
boundary fence is on the left, heading
east. (Beware: often grazing cattle).
One more kissing gate to reach Easton
Lane. Cross over, with Newbridge
Cottage to the left.

(You can divert to go straight back into
Easton by Easton Lane.)

The footpath passing Newbridge
Cottage winds around several fields
through kissing gates until Church
Lane, Martyr Worthy. A short
diversion left up Church Lane (no
pavement, quiet road) is worth doing
to see another Norman church: St
Swithun’s. There is a Pilgrims Way sign
of a scallop shell engraved in its
churchyard wall. The church was
modified by the Victorians. To return
to Easton, turn right and go downhill to
cross the main ltchen via a spectacular
Monet style bridge. Look for spotty
brown trout and grayling (dark, with a
spine), ducks and swans. See the
interpretation board, with its changing
display according to seasons

Follow the footpath to a small bridge
(dogs have access to water here) and a
small metal gate into meadows.
Beware: often cattle grazing. The path
bears right then left through another
metal gate, a gravel drive and then onto
the road. Turn right on Avington Road,
no pavements, to return to The
Chestnut Horse.

Kim Adams

From our MP

Firstly, it was an
absolute pleasure to
bring our energetic
new Police & Crime
Commissioner —
Donna Jones — to
the area for a
special BEAT
surgery with local
police officers. We spent a busy
evening outside East Stratton Village
Hall where any policing matters could
be raised by residents across the Itchen
and Dever Valley. lllegal trap racing
along the A33 was a key topic and our
PCC went away with a clear message
that we expect a comprehensive plan in
place for any future events. And we are
both clear, people from outside our
area will not come here to use our
roads as a race-track.

Secondly, | am reportedly a “rebel”
again after backing our own 0.7%
official development assistance target.
That is, for those who don’t know, the
policy whereby the UK spends 0.7% of
gross national income on overseas aid.
It remains something | am incredibly
proud of and, while | totally accept not
everyone agrees with the concept of
even having an aid budget, | have seen
first-hand the amazing work this
country is able to support on behalf of
some of the poorest people on earth.
The current argument is whether we
should make savings from this budget,
and drop from 0.7% to 0.5% for a
period while we recover from the
worst effects of the pandemic. My
judgment is we should not but, if we
do, we have to set a clear date for its
return. Every other G7 country is
maintaining its commitment and while
the saving (some £4bn) is a lot of
money, it means a lot more to the
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places it goes to help than it does to
our relatively rich nation. As | always
say to those who disagree with me on
this subject, charity does begin at
home; it just does not end there.
Finally, it was a real treat to visit the
Morn Hill Camp just off Long Walk
near Easton recently where students
from the University of Winchester
Archaeology team were at work. They
were uncovering the prison stockade
which formed part of the World War
One camp for departing soldiers when
young William and | dropped by.

It’s so moving to think these quiet
fields of the ltchen Valley were, for
many, the last glimpse of England
before they headed off to the
battlefields of the First World War
across the Channel.

Please find much more of my work,
locally and in Westminster, at
www.SteveBrine.com but please follow
me on Facebook for more instant
updates: www.fb.com/SteveBrineMP
Steve Brine

MP for Winchester & Itchen Valley

From our City Councillors

M3 / Junction 9 scheme

No doubt
residents of the
Itchen Valley will
have noticed the
revised scheme for
Junction 9 of the
M3 that is
proposed. The

original scheme //
was widely

criticised for its dangerous reliance on
prompt lane changes for traffic moving
wishing to diverge unto the A33. The
revised scheme has overcome that
particular problem or at least so it
appears to my inexpert eye.

This new junction is considered to be a
NISP (Nationally Important
Infrastructure Project). Copious
information is available at the
highwaysengland website. Just search
for “m3 junction 9”. There is an aerial
fly-through video with comments and
several drawings, plus extension
appendices on environmental impact
etc. The website gives details on how
to take part in a webinar and how to
leave comments.

It is a complicated interchange and it is
quite hard to follow the movements
needed to move across the three
routes in all directions (A34/M3/A33
moving both north and south.) | found
it easier to understand the scheme
from the drawing and | found the video
a bit confusing, with notes fading in and
out. | think it is worth remembering
that cars, trucks and buses are going to
be with us for the foreseeable future
even though the internal combustion
engine will be replaced by electric
engines or hydrogen powered ones.

| imagine one of local residents’ main




concerns will be the present long
queues on the Spitfire Link waiting to
access the Winnall roundabout. These
are caused by the lights being set to
give longer pulses for traffic coming off
the M3 to access the A34 north. The
new scheme will allow this flow to be
reduced as vehicles can access the A34
directly off the M3; this will reduce
flow onto the roundabout and should
give shorter waiting times from the
Spitfire Link.

The revised scheme is supposed to
provide improved cycle routes and
pedestrian connections. The solution
for the proposed pedestrian and cycle
connection from Winnall to Kings
Worthy is to squeeze the route
between the northbound and
southbound carriageways of the A34. If
you look at the Walking and Cycle
Routes plan you will understand how
uncomfortable this route will be. The
east to west route proposed for the
shared pedestrian and cycle path is also
uncomfortable as the routes descend
below the roundabout and then via a
bridge over the M3 carriageways
before climbing back via another
subway to ground level on the Winnall
side. This route is not markedly
different from the existing route, but
surely with all the benefits given to
vehicles, it would be good to offer
something much better, since we are
supposedly being encouraged to be
leaving our cars at home.

| would urge you to submit your
comments to the website. | would be
very happy to hear your views too.
They will help me to push for
improvements. Space does not allow
me to go onto the additional topics of
noise and visual intrusion, but | hope to
deal with these issues in the future.
Russell Gordon -Smith 01962 733219
Margot Power 01962 734167

Perins School crossing
This has been an
issue for many years.
As there are students
who travel from the
Itchen Valley area to
Perins, | though it
would be useful to let
you know what | have done recently
on this. After witnessing several issues
recently and being in contact with
many parents regarding this, | met with
Steve Brine MP and members of Perins
School before meeting Clir Humby
from HCC with Steve Brine, members
of Perins and some parents, at the site
to witness some of the issues. | was
pleased that some actions were taken
away including looking at alternative
sites for some buses to stop at rather
than the crossing, making it extra
difficult and dangerous. | posted a video
on my Facebook page (Clir Fiona
Isaacs) clearly showing some of the
dangers. New bus contracts will be
taking place in September and a more
unified system is believed to be
planned. Some action points for further
reports are planned.

On highways more generally, some
discussions have taken place during
some recent Parish Council meetings
of a cross parish highways group.
Welcomed by many, but having
representation of all parties was fed
back as important to ensure key data
was captured and working together is
key.

Police and Crime issues

| have invited our new Police and
Crime Commissioner, Donna Jones, up
to Alresford and Itchen Valley to visit
us and discuss some of our local issues.
Please do let me know if you have any
specific issues, thank you to those who
have already fed back.

Fiona Isaacs fisaacs@winchester.gov.uk
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The power of yellow rattle

From the Parish Council.

For many of us interested in changing
existing turf into a more diverse
habitat, yellow rattle (Rhinanthus
minor) is the eco warrior of choice!
Thick grass is very successful in
screening out any other plants, which
means the flowering plants and the
finer grasses don’t get a look in. The
cowslips, buttercups, ox eye daisies and
orchids need to be given some space
to emerge and thrive. And that means
weaker grass, which is where the
yellow rattle comes in. It’s a pretty
plant in its own right, and it is partly
parasitic on grass, which means as it
spreads it weakens the grass cover and
allows space for itself and for other
species.

The photo shows the result of yellow
rattle sown last autumn onto scrapes
of bare ground, stamped in hard,
helping Brigid McManus’s wonderful
wild patch to get going in ltchen Abbas,
including the speedwell. The yellow
rattle is also establishing well in Martyr
Worthy churchyard. Wild Valley
Verges will be able to supply seed this
year if you would like to have a go on a
verge or elsewhere.

Verity Coleman

Like many, we were hoping to get back
to being near to operating normally
before the end of June but the four
week delay in easing lockdown
restrictions has meant that working
under delegated powers has had to
continue. As soon as we are able, for
the first time for over a year, we will
hold a Full Council Meeting in person.
It is hoped that this may be possible in
the second half of July. Please keep an
eye on our website and parish notice
board for when and where a meeting
will take place.

One item on the agenda of that
meeting will be the co-option of a new
councillor. There has already been
interest from more than one person. If
you are interested in applying please
request an application form from the
Clerk. (See our website for contact
details).

Despite not being able to meet,
progress and plans continue. Thanks to
help from one of our local farmers and
a small group of volunteers, chippings
from trees cut down on the
Watercress way have been spread to
cover the muddy area near the south
end of Strawberry Lane. The barrier to
the car park at Couch Green has been
rebuilt and restored to full working
order. At long last the notice board
near the bus shelter at Couch Green
has been refurbished, fitted with new
posts and put back in place. Further
along the B3047 the bench in memory
of Jean and Gerald Dunn has been
installed and looks very smart. Still
awaited is the new trampoline for the
Old School Field at Easton.

An event in the pipeline to be aware of
is Boom Village. This is a smaller event
which will replace the already cancelled
Boom Town festival. It will take place



on the Matterley
Estate from |2
to |5 August.
Details can be
found on their
website.

With summer
reaching its
height,
vegetation is growing rapidly. The
Parish Council uses the lengthsman to
keep open as many paths as possible.
When funding allows, the lengthsman
is employed for extra days above
those funded by the County Council.
However a number of paths are rights
of way across private land and it is the
responsibility of owners to see that
they are kept clear. It is a help if this
is done before we start to get
complaints and are obliged to send
out requests for paths to be cleared.
Still on the subject of footpaths but
looking back to last winter and
forward to the next, there is concern
that the level of mud becomes so bad
on well used paths that they are
rendered almost impassable. It is
therefore pleasing to report that the
County Council is providing funding
to put all-weather surfaces on some
of the worst affected paths. The
Parish Rights of Way Group is in the
process of looking at the detail and
deciding an order of priority.

Most households in the Valley should
have received a leaflet regarding the
latest proposals for improvement to
junction 9 of the M3. Hopefully
everyone who is interested has
looked at the information provided
on line. Studying the layout on a small
computer screen can be difficult and
Covid restrictions have prevented
drop-in meetings which were held as
part of previous consultations. Hard
copies are available from Highways

England on request and | have a copy
if anyone wishes to come and look at
it. Several parish councillors have
participated in the webinars. This has
been useful. A key point to note is
that the road layout has been
significantly improved since the
previous plan. Our concerns on safety
have been addressed and as part of
the plan the A33 between the Winnall
roundabout and the Cart and Horses
junction will be entirely separate from
the A34. It also has the advantage that
accessing the M3 northbound from
the Valley and Kings Worthy will not
require going up to the Winnall
roundabout. Environmental
assessments are still underway. Once
construction is complete it is
estimated at present that any increase
in noise level will be too small to be
noticed. Footpaths and Cycle paths
are giving concern to some as are the
areas where unneeded spoil may be
deposited. Depending on where these
deposits are located, and their size,
they may have an impact on the views
of open land between Easton and the
motorway. The Parish Council will be
submitting their comments on these
proposals but remember we are only
one voice. Comments submitted by
individual residents are just as
important. Therefore if you wish to
respond to this latest consultation
please do so via:-

Online: www.highwaysengland.co.uk/
m3junction9. Email:
M3Junction9Improvements@highways
england.co.uk

Post: Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9
Please remember that all submissions
must be received by 11:59pm on
Thursday 8 July 2021.

Patrick Appleby.

The diagram on the next two pages
shows the proposed layout - Ed
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Jackie’s County Corner

This month Dr Phil
Marter, archaeologist
and University
lecturer, invited me to
join him at their
‘annual dig’. This year it F

was at Morn Hill. -2

Having been one of a

team researching the history of this
huge camp seven years ago now, it was
fascinating seeing it brought to life on
the ground by second year University
of Winchester students as part of their
course work.

Even whilst | was there, one student
found a fragment of a comb, clearly
stamped made in the USA. Winchester
welcomed over 700,000 Americans
through the camp in the last year of the
war (WWI1) and the impact on the life
and the economy of the city must have
been immense. The memorial to
everyone who passed through the
camp is outside the Great Hall.

As | write, we don’t know what the
trajectory of the Delta variant will be
or even what the future holds, but the
lockdown has meant that consultations
are continuing online for now. The
M3Junction9 consultation continues
until 11.59pm on 8 July. You can also
ask for a telephone consultation if you
can’t go online - call 0300 123 5000.
Have you been clearing out your
wardrobe recently? Now there’s
another way to put them to good use.
Shelter has a scheme whereby you can
send them your clothes by post - for
free! Go to https://shop.shelter.org.uk.
You can buy clothes there too.

Two pilot areas have been chosen to
trial leaving the grass longer for
biodiversity. One is Alresford. In other
areas, you are asking for your verges to
be left too. It’s a fine line between

biodiverse and untidy! I'd appreciate
your views as the summer progresses.
The County Council had its first live
meeting — at the hotel within the Ageas
bowl, and after a stuttering start
because of Covid 19 regulations, the
first Cabinet will be on 13 July. The
County’s Forward plan lists an
additional £1million to top up the
Government scheme for installation of
better broadband in the county. With
several schemes ‘on the go’ in this
division, | will be supporting that
decision.

After staying on to steer the County
Council during the pandemic, John
Coughlan is retiring and Carolyn
Williamson, will be the new Chief
Executive. Carolyn has been the
Deputy Chief Executive and as
Director of Corporate Resources has a
firm grip on the finances of the County
Council (budget £2.1bn) which is
exactly what is needed right now.
Finally, conscious that much of the
traffic on the roads at peak times is
school traffic, | am researching school
transport plans in our area. If your
child is starting school, pre school or
nursery, I'd be pleased to hear how
you will balance your work and school
transport needs.

Jackie Porter

County Councillor Jackie Porter, more news
on my website: website
www.jackieporter.co.uk

01962 791054,
Jackie.porter@hants.gov.uktwitter:
@JackieLibDem

Help needed

Winchester Prison's small garden area
is tended daily by a team of prisoners.
The men inside are keen to extend this
space and are also hoping to gift local
good causes with planted up pots and



hanging baskets. If you have spare
plants, pots, hanging baskets or garden
tools that you would be happy to
donate, please contact Simon Mills at
the prison at

Simon.Mills | @justice.gov.uk

Liz Kavanagh

Tiddler Joke

Q. What do you call a fairy that
doesn’t like to have a shower?

A: A stinkabelle!

er

- . s
Harriet 5yrs & Phoebe

3yrs

The Practical Gardener

Now that full summer is here, those of
us who like plants and shrubs can enjoy
the wonderful colours. | have been
fascinated by clematis this year and
again, | have issues with the experts. |
have about 20 different clematis in my
garden and some looked pretty dead in
the winter. Out came the secateurs
and now | have an amazing display of
colour. They grow very quickly and the
main attention needed is to ensure
support such as trellis or frames. Some
clematis are very vigorous and others a
bit weedy but there is an enormous
choice depending on position and
flowering time.

| expect to be harvesting peas and
broad beans very soon. | try and sow at
intervals but it often doesn’t work and
they all come at once. As soon as the
first pea crop is over, | get another pre
-sown in trays, ready to go out. Peas
must be protected against pigeons, in
fact a net across the whole garden to
keep them out would be good. They
seem to attack anything in the
vegetable plot.

There are times when plants just don’t
thrive and | wish | knew why but my
instinct is always to persevere. Don’t
be disheartened by the odd failure,
which | seem to have with almost every
crop. | can happily report the potatoes
somewhat hit by late frost are doing
really well but just about 3 weeks later
than usual. Watering of vegetables is a
tricky issue and | see that young root
crops, leeks and dwarf beans all need
some help as do onions. We have to
learn to live with very wet to very dry.
By contrast, everything in the
greenhouse is doing well. The
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BLB Private Car Hire

Airport, Docks &
long distance transfers

in safety & luxury
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blbcarhire@gmail.com
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Broadband, WiFi & Network
Upgrades & Hardware

Data Recovery
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- - - & - - 8 -

Independent and Impartial Advice
Home Visits (some evenings available)

10% [abour discount over ' Hour with
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Laptops, Macs, Phones,
Data recovery

Colin: 01962 713890 Gerry:01962 712674
Mob: 07727 481220 Mob: 07900 845814

PC's, Laptops, Home
setups, Viruses

Qualified engineer Microsoft Certified
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tomatoes already have some fruit and |
will have the first cucumbers before
June is out. To help combat pests, | am
spraying with water mixed with a little
washing-up liquid, which lowers the
surface tension. | also have pots of
marigolds and tagetes whose scent is
supposed to be off-putting (bit of an
old-wives tale but the colour is nice). |
pick outside shoots on the tomatoes
almost daily and ensure they are well
secured to canes. | use a very dilute
seaweed feed daily. It’s vital to ensure
good ventilation so most days the
doors are opened. | also have a
temperature controlled electric fan.

In my perennial beds, | have the best
crop of ground elder and bindweed in
the Valley. | weed regularly but have no
long-term solution to remove these
unwanted invaders. I'm told the only
solution is to remove every plant and
cover the ground with black polythene.
What a stupid idea! So sometimes in
gardens we have to live with what is
not ideal.

| reckon by July it is safe to cut back all
bulb foliage. Otherwise it just hangs
over other plants and certainly is not
pretty. | think leaving bulbs in their
spot is fine but unless the bulbs are
planted very deeply, there can be a risk
of damage if something else like annuals
are used on the same ground. Now is

the time to enjoy your garden but also
perhaps an opportunity to do some
educating. Get young people involved
and explain simple techniques. Good
gardens are an essential part of our
planet and if we care about that, we
must all do our bit.

One final comment concerns my
pelargoniums which have been
absolutely stunning this year. | wish |
knew why.

Happy Gardening!

Tony Gaster.

Our wild valley : Road
runners.

Enjoying the spring and summer that
almost happened in the same week,
along with others in the valley we
enjoyed seeing the wildlife along the
railway track. A surprised shout ahead
of us led us to a tail of survival of the
fittest. A walker had mistakenly
stepped on a slow worm and the
animal had split its tail off from its
body, a drastic self defence mechanism
| imagine designed to free itself from
bird claws. Morbid fascination did not
only ring true (x 100), all the children
touched the tail which wriggled and
jiggled for at least 5 minutes while the
adult slow worm itself made its escape
and slunk off into the scrub - the
mechanism truly worked. | had reports
of many sightings of slow worms along
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Ewa's Alterations

- ———— - ———

Ewa Cannon
Ewa Cannon Tniloress

7 Upper Brook 5t
Winchester

_/ hampshireaod sky.com
a7469725102

SHAUN BARNEY
Professional
Painter & Decorator
Local Tradesman with
20 years experience
Quality Work
Competitive Rates
Fully Insured
01962 864033
07928 027618
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Central Heating A
Plumbing & property /S'MLIE

maintenance.

Gas Safe registered Engineers
NVQ qualified & certificated plumbers
All aspects of plumbing & heating
Installations/Servicing/Repairs
Electrical/Property maintenance.
Emergency call outs. Landlord
management.

Bathroom & kitchen refurbishment/
Power flushing, hot water cylinders, gas
fires, cookers, drains, water softeners,
tilling, lead work.

Tel: 07533 776 406 or 07847 144 092
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Save the Dates

IChurches

|ltchen Valley Flower and Produce Festival postponed to 2022

I | September 2021 7.00 Party in Easton Village Hall

23 November 2021, 9 January and 25 February 2022: Martyr
Worthy Lecture Series in IA&A Village Hall in aid of Itchen Valley

16-19 June 2022 Easton Flower Festival




here, warming up on
the path so do look £l
out for them and admire. The babies in
particular appear like thick threads of
gold. The female slow worm has a
black line down her back.

While encouraging my forest school
group (oh yes this has now begun at
Itchen Abbas Primary School for the
summer) to chat about what they
might have seen over half term, | had a
beautiful Attenborough moment to
start the stories off. A slinky stoat had
run across the road in front of the car
(just before Martyr Worthy heading
west) carrying a baby rabbit - | had a
few seconds to take in what | was
seeing - a slender tan brown smooth
body carrying a rabbit that was at least
half its own size. When | looked it up
the books say a stoat can carry 5 times
its own body weight. To confirm, if you
see a much smaller (I10cm compared to
more like 20cm) dark brown wiggly
mammal this is more likely to be a
weasel which has a black tip to its
shorter stubby tail. | love spring /
summer whatever it brings; drive
carefully to enjoy the flowers, trees,
insects, birds, mammals and friends in
our own special bit of Hampshire.
Sophie Rogers

The Thursday Murder Club

Some books can really annoy me. They
are so well written and with such a
brilliant plot that | sometimes wish that
| could write like that. It annoys me
that | never had that idea for a story of
my own nor the ability to put it on
paper. My current number one
annoying book is The Thursday Murder
Club by Richard Osman.

Not many authors have a runaway
success with their debut novel but
Richard Osman has achieved that
distinction. And really it’s no surprise
that the book has been such a success.
Well written, and about people of my
own age group with whom | can
empathise, it really is one of those
novels that you never want to put
down.

Set in a somewhat upmarket
retirement home, a group of its
residents set about trying to solve the
real life murder mystery of the home’s
owner. With their wide-ranging and
sometimes rather surprising individual
talents and resources, the amateur
sleuths at times appear to be well
ahead of the local constabulary. They
even rope the police into giving them
assistance with their enquiries.

Mr. Osman writes in the easy-to-read
style of Jeffrey Archer but with the
inquisitive prodding of Jane Marple.
Indeed, one might
be forgiven for
thinking the book
had been written
by Agatha Christie
herself, did not
the occasional
references to
mobile phones
and computers
give the game
away.
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| so enjoyed the story that on purpose
| limited myself to only a few chapters a
day in order to make the book last
longer. However, towards the end of
the novel, one had the feeling that all
the various red herrings that popped
up in the closing chapters were there
merely to increase the page count as
they didn’t necessarily make the plot
any easier to follow.

Definitely one for reading when you’ve
no other pressing engagements in your
diary.

Vernon Tottle

Good News for the Itchen
Valley

We are
really
pleased to
let you
know that
our next
Priest in
Charge and
Rector
Designate is
to be Peter
Walker. He comes to us following a
distinguished career as a tutor, the
author of many books and with his
great knowledge of Jerusalem, one who
has led many tours to the Holy Land.
He is also an able musician and singer.
He and his wife Georgie will move into
the Rectory at the beginning of August,
he will commence work in the parish a
month later and Peter will be Licensed
in early September.

Those of us who have met them, have
found Peter and Georgie both
impressive and very charming. We are
confident that Peter will be a great
pastoral leader, be a wonderful teacher
and contribute greatly to our worship.
Further, both Peter and Georgie will

bring a great deal to the wider
community in the Valley. Peter will be a
worthy successor to Alex. This
appointment is most exciting news!
Beccy Clark , Parish Administrator

Itchen Valley Parish

From the Rectory

Yeshuah awoke, startled and not a little
surprised; it was after all quite difficult
to fall asleep on the back of a donkey.
Easier of course when you feel safe and
secure and confident in those who are
leading you, as Yeshuah was in those
who had led him on the journey from
Nazareth to Jerusalem. And the
surprise soon wore off when he
realised they were nearly there and he
knew his parents would have ensured
that there would be food and shelter
waiting for him at journey’s end.

The journey from Nazareth had been,
as always, long and arduous. Rough and
hilly and trying to avoid contact with
possibly dangerous animals and even
more dangerous humans, more likely
to rob you than help you. Better just
being on your own. Yeshuah was
looking forward to the pleasure and
companionship of the Passover meal
when he would come together with his
wider family, many of whom he had not
seen for a year.

Yeshuah was reflecting on this the next
day in the temple when he was sitting
listening to the priests discussing the
tale of a manager who was accused of
squandering the assets of his masters.
Whether he had acted through
incompetence or laziness or deliberate
deceit they could not decide. Eventually
they concluded it did not matter as the
matter of concern was the managers’
reaction when found out. When his
masters realised how badly he had
performed they called him to account,



Itchen Valley Churches

4th July - 10am Family Worship
Location to be confirmed

11th July - 10am Parish Communion
live at St Mary's, Easton and on Zoom

11th July - 6pm Patronal Evensong
live at St Swithun's, Martyr Worthy

18th July - 10am Valley Warship
Location to be confirmed

25th July - 10am Parish Communion
live at St Mary's, Easton and on Zoom

Some service locations are yet to be confirmed, please
do check the services page on our website for updated
information before services, If you would like to attend
any of our services you must book online at
admin@itchenvalleychurches.org

Private Prayer
Church opening times will be open between 10am and 2pm as follows:
St Mary's, Easton - Wednesdays
St John's. lichen Abbas - every day
St Swithun's. Martyr Worthy - every day
St Mary's, Avington - Every day by arrangement

please contact Dan af vy Cottage or on 07500 860949

We may not all be able to gather as we normally do,
but we’re still here if you need prayerful or practical support.

Rector - Currently Vacant

LLM - Mr Gerry Stacey
gerry.Stacey@biblesociety.org.uk
07554 438973
Parish Administrator - Beccy Clark

admin@itchenvalleychurches.org
01962 779845

www.itchenvalleychurches.org
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BUMPER BRAMDEAN
CAR BOOT SALE

Formerly the Brockwood Park Bank
Holiday Car Boot

Sunday 8th August

Gates open 8am
Wood Lane Bramdean SO24 0jW

Directions from A272 and A31

in aid of Home-Start Winchester
Car Boots £10,Vans & Trailers £15 cash only
Admission by donation

Refreshments available

Why not clear out your garage or attic?

H% M E Great bargains including children’s clothes o )
ﬂ and equipment. __5;. 2
ST RT For more information call | .
01962 771971 or 07976 686979 v
or email chrissie.barlow@

Wi nChQSter home-startwinchester.org.uk

H H Home-Start Winchester and Districts is a registered
and DIStrICt charity (1108170)
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asked him for justification and a full and
open accounting of the situation.
Yeshuah was fascinated, the priests and
the Pharisees sat around debating as
though they were in the inn rather than
the temple, and the crowds sat around
the walls eating up their every word.
Some took a legal view and interpreted
it in the light of the Mosaic rules whilst
others more pragmatically felt that in
business whatever worked was
justified. Yeshuah was concerned
though that few of them seemed to be
considering God’s wishes.

As the story unfolded it turned out
that the manager had said to himself
“What shall | do, since my masters are
taking the management away from me?
| am not strong enough to dig, and | am
ashamed to beg. | have decided what to
do, so that when | am removed from
management, people may receive me
into their houses.” And he went round
all the people he had worked with and
offered them favours, wrote off some
of their debts and dreamed up other
incentives so that they were beholden
to him and would remember him when
he was put out of his job.

As the priests argued back and forth
Yeshuah thought carefully to himself
that the man’s sin lay in his lack of faith.
He was doing his best to provide for
the only future he believed in, his
personal future on earth. Yeshuah
realised that money of itself is neither
good nor evil and any can be pressed
into the service of God and our
neighbour. How much better then if
the prudence of the sinful manager had
been used to provide in an eternal
future if he had only had the faith to
see it.

You can read more about this story in
Luke 2:41-52 and 16:1-13

Gerry Stacey, Licensed Lay Minister

In the Steps of Jesus by Revd
Peter Walker

| wish that | had read Peter Walker’s
remarkable book when we went to
Galilee and Jerusalem 5 years ago.
Peter has considerable talents as a
professor of biblical studies, a historian,
a classicist and travel guide. What
attracted me most to this book is that
from the early pages | found his
lightness of touch made all his learning
so much more approachable. In the
steps of Jesus is based upon the Gospel
of Luke but explores a wide range of
Christian and other writings as well as
the Bible itself. Luke was chosen as a
Gentile who was a doctor, apparently
interested in history, and because of his
visits to Jerusalem after his travels with
Paul.

As Peter reminds us, the story of Jesus
is about people not places. However it
is impossible fully to appreciate the
Gospel writings without putting them
in the context of the time, how the
places have changed, and without
understanding the religious and
emotional turmoil engulfing the people
of Palestine under Roman rule then and
for many centuries before Jesus and
right up to today. This multiplicity of
subjects has been addressed by putting
timelines and biographical and other
notes into boxes within each chapter.
While this does interfere with the flow
of the main story, it has the
considerable advantage of completely
avoiding the need for appendices.

| find Peter’s storytelling particularly
attractive in his willingness to explore
events and activities not necessarily
covered in the gospels, but without in
any way departing from his firmly held
faith. Early on he looks at Jesus’
childhood in the tiny village of
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NOT JUST STOVES!

"~ THE ART OF FIRE

Stove Specialists for over 40 years

tiLssan ‘ '3‘ ‘”2.. mn_uﬁ\

—

Magnesium (400mg)

Our Magnesium Citrate is more
absorbable and free of any animal
ingredients or nasty additives.

Ideal for supporting a deeper night's sleep and
mental wellbeing, to muscle recovery, joints,
restless legs and conditions such as fibromyalgia.

SPECIAL OFFER!
20% OFF YOUR ORDER

use offer code:

VALLEY20 DRVEGAN’

at drvegan.com H Trustpilot



Nazareth and speculates
on the impact of nearby
Sepphoris, a much larger
town which was then
being completely re-built
by Herod Antipas
following an earlier
rebellion and its total
destruction. Here there
was work for craftsmen
and a broad mix of Jewish
and other nationals. In
contrast Nazareth was a
particularly strong
Judaean community who
drove Jesus out of the

Pater Walkee

IN THE STEPS OF

JESUS

COND EDIMON

overlooked in traditional
accounts of the Passion
Story. This is where the
importance of people and
atmosphere, not places,
becomes most relevant.
Jerusalem has been
destroyed and rebuilt so
many times that tracing
exact locations is almost
meaningless. Peter takes
us through these gospel
events instead with
considerable
understanding of the
relevance of these to our

synagogue after his

identification as the Messiah from his
reading of Isaiah.

The gospels were all written to tell the
good news of Jesus, rather than to
explain the context of the time,
traditions and politics. Peter is able to
use his historical and biblical
scholarship to set a scene that is not
always familiar to us. By doing this he
makes the truth of these accounts
much more evident than is necessarily
the case from reading the Bible alone.
He also presents us with word pictures
of the variety of places and landscapes
in which our story is set, telling us for
instance that the Jordan is not a large
and forbidding river, but equivalent to a
very dirty ltchen with enormous
historical and religious associations.
We travel with him through the barren
desert but his story comes alive again
as we visit the once tiny village of
Bethany and the Mount of Olives. Here
we find his help to accept these lonely
places of retreat as they were in Jesus’
day. We then enter Jerusalem to build
to the climax of our story. Peter
describes a city hideously changed and
corrupted by endless conquest and
destruction, all of which tend to be

faith and then adds
touches like the possible connection
between Simon of Cyrene and Mark
the Evangelist and Paul. Finally we go
with the risen Jesus to Emmaus and
come to understand how our doubts
and fears can be overcome like those
of Jesus’ followers as his resurrection
and purposes become understood by
them.
| put down his book realizing that we
have a lot to learn of the life and
message of Christ. We also have in our
new rector a teacher who will lead us
in this education. He brings a
completely new set of skills to build on
the progress that Alex has made for us
in widening our congregation and
securing the future of the parish.
Nick Owen

The only Buddhist in the
Valley?!

Although | have lived in ltchen Abbas
for a decade, | have shamefully never
written in to the ltchen Valley News,
despite reading it avidly each month.
We moved a few miles down the road
to Fobdown, Alresford in December
2020 but | still feel very much part of
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+ Free Boiler Estimates

« Power Flushing

» Landlord Gas Safety Checks

« Gas / Oil / LPG

+ Boiler Servicing / Installations /
Repairs

» Hot Water Cylinders

» Central Heating Systems

¢ Plumbing work undertaken

» Forth Generation Family Business

Tel: 01962 776321

enquiries@worthyheatingservices.co,uk

nosh
catermg
Sensibly priczd, bespoke catering using locd produce

nosh

café|bar

Lyrmington Bottom Road
Next to Reads Butchers

Open 8-5 Mon/Sat
ALLSD AVAILABLE FCR PAINATE HIFE

Itchen Valley Montessori

I Itchen Abbas

9.00 am - 2.45 pm
Monday

9,00 am - 1.00 pmi
Tuesday to Friday
The Montessori Method in a
prepared classroom

Activities include Art & Craft,
Music & Movement, Cooking,

French and Drama

Call 01730 829377

carclinembutcher@btinternet.com

Hampshire's Leading International
Fine Art & Antiques Auctionests
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the Itchen Valley. There are things
about my life that make me perhaps a
little unusual, and that may well be why
| have been reticent to write. My family
and | are probably what you might call
‘alternative’ - we are long-term vegans,
we don’t drink alcohol, we home
educated our son (out of choice!) for a
year, and | have been a practising
Buddhist for around seven years.
However, when | recently posted on
the Itchen List about having some
robes altered for my ordination this
May, | was really delighted to receive
lots of kind, openminded and inquisitive
responses. People have asked to know
more about my ordination, so here |
am with some information that
hopefully answers some of your
questions!

| started practising with Southampton
Buddhist Centre — currently located on
St Mary’s Street in a old pub now
transformed — in 2014. At that point in
my life | had felt like | was on some
sort of treadmill, with no real sense of
purpose or deeper connection to life. |
was in a parent-work-parent-drink
wine-sleep cycle every day, with
nothing much giving me joy.

| decided to give meditation a try and
went to a women’s retreat centre
called Taraloka in Shropshire for a
weekend beginner’s retreat, then
started going to a weekly class at
Southampton following that.

Buddhism focuses on creating positive
mental states — joy, compassion,
generosity, loving kindness — even in
the face of difficulty or challenges. It
helps us understand that human beings
are naturally ‘good’ and that we can
use this in-built nature to evolve and
transform ourselves in ways that help
us make beneficial choices for
ourselves and others. As | learned
more about my mind, about

meditation, about ethical ways to live in
the world that created positive effects
for myself and for others around me, |
began to change quite dramatically. |
realised that this way of living has given
me great joy and freedom, and |
wanted to take a step to make this
more of a lifetime commitment.

In 2015 I asked to be ordained into the
Triratna Buddhist Order, which is a
process of many years training. The
Order is neither monastic nor lay — we
follow the maxim ‘commitment is
primary, lifestyle is secondary’. So
some Order members live semi-
monastically in retreat centres and
some have families and regular jobs.
The commitment we make is to put
the Buddha’s teachings at the centre of
our lives, and to practice to gain
‘enlightenment’ or ‘awakening’. This
means to try and see things as they
really are — to see human beings as
capable of great compassion and love,
to see life as an ever-changing process
where nothing is fixed or permanent,
and to see the difficulties we cause
ourselves by trying to keep hold of
what can never be held onto. It’s
difficult to explain in a few sentences,
but that is my best try!

After almost six years of training for
ordination, | was invited to be ordained
at a women’s retreat centre this May.
Due to Covid, much of the retreat was
online and | accessed the retreat from
a ‘solitary suite’ at the retreat centre
with my fellow ordinands being all
round the country. We were only able
to come to the same place for a couple
of hours as we had our formal
ordination ceremony.

As part of our ordination we take ten
‘precepts’ or ‘training principles’, which
are given to us by our Private
Preceptor — an experienced spiritual
friend who knows us very well.
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Memorials
Building Stonework Restoration
BLACKWELL & MOODY Ltd
Stone Masons for five generations
Magdalen Masonry Works
Alresford Road Winchester SO21 1HE
Tel 01962 852476
blackwellandmoody@gmail.com

)
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Can’t get the hang of

your computer?

One-to-one tuition by
qualified trainer - DBS checked
COVID safe sessions or remote available

Call Christine for details on

01962 735359
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B
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MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Previous experience in top
West End and Winchester salons
01264 712037 07788 248378

Alresford Motor Services
New Farm Road
All makes serviced and repaired
MOT test station
Volkswagen, Audi, Saab
and Volvo specialist
01962 733 888

Lawn Care
Feed Weed & Moss
Control
200 Sq. Metres - £100
5 visits per yer
Tel. Brian 07710 ?92339|

000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000

Helen Synnott
Sports Massage Therapist
helen@core-align.co.uk

www.core-align.co.uk
07790 036920
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VILLAGE HALL INFORMATION
Easton Village Hall
Ina Williams 779465 or
evh.booking@googlemail.com

Martyr Worthy Village Hall
Lucinda Ffennell 779701 or

martyrworthyvillagehall@gmail.com

Itchen Abbas and Avington Village Hall
www.iaavillagehall.co.uk
Hall Manager: Izabela Young
manager@iaavillagehall.co.uk
07947 191229
Village hall callbox 01962 791021

Dave Giles of Giles Tiles

Floor and wall tiling
Kitchen & bathroom refits

Friendly service & free quotes
dave@gilestiles.co.uk

07513 941962 01962 854184

No rain at all fell during April
And now there’s a low water table.
If the water stops flowing
Then the crops all stop growing
‘cause we've melted the ice that was
glacial




We vow to practice:

- deeds of loving kindness

- open-handed generosity

- stillness, simplicity, and contentment
- truthful communication

- kindly communication

- helpful communication

- harmonious communication

- abandoning covetousness for
tranquillity

- changing hatred into compassion

- transforming ignorance into wisdom
These precepts become what guide our
lives, and at ordination we take them as
lifelong vows, in a ceremony just with
our Private Preceptor who witnesses
our commitment.

Then we publicly affirm those in a
public ceremony (which was just the
people at our retreat centre, during
Covid times! No public allowed alas)
with a Public Preceptor who
represents the Order welcoming all
the ordinands. Whilst we wore blue
robes on our ordination retreat we
don’t wear them the rest of the time.
When teaching or practising at the
Buddhist centre, Order members wear
a ‘kesa’ — which is white and worn
around the neck — as ‘essentialised
robes’, to remind us of our
commitment. | received this kesa when
| was ordained.

[
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Me in the centre with (left) my Public

Preceptor and (right) Private Preceptor
My previous name was Sarah Boak, but

| was given a new name at ordination —
Utpaladhi. This means ‘she who has the
mind or intelligence of the blue lotus’.
We are given names that both reflect
our most beautiful qualities but also
give us something to aspire to as we
practice. The blue lotus is a mysterious
flower — it is a night lotus, which opens
at sunset and blooms with the moon. It
symbolises wisdom and intuition, and
the gradual opening into our full
potential as human beings... it rises up
from the mud but comes into bloom in
an effortless way. It is a symbol of
surrender. | have also been told it
represents vast consciousness! There
are many levels and layers of my name
to explore as | journey onwards into
this new life.

Our shrine room after celebratory rose
petals were thrown over the new
Order Members!

| would be more than happy to answer
any questions, and if anyone would like
to learn more about meditation or
Buddhism, then feel free to get in
touch! My email is

utpaladhil 08@gmail.com and the
website for Southampton Buddhist
Centre is
www.southamptonbuddhistcentre.org
Utpaladhi Dharmacarini

Soggy bottom news

As a general rule, | don’t follow the
antics of Gordon Ramsay but as | was
given a book of his for Christmas, |
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thought | should try out a recipe or
two. Whilst | wouldn’t recommend his
Orange and Passion Fruit tart (too
longwinded to make), | did learn a
wonderful way of stopping pastry from
going soggy.

Having baked the empty pastry case,
Gordon instructed me to coat the
inside of the tart with melted plain
chocolate. Yet another step in the very
tortuous recipe but, as it turned out,

most effective.

The tart, once filled and fully baked,
had the crispiest pastry | remember
baking for a long time. None of the
filling had leaked into the base and the
pie was pronounced a great success.
Sue Sheph

Perhaps next month we will learn the
equivalent trick for a savoury tart - Ed

Somewhere to sit Dunn

A new bench has been placed by the
bus stop at the entrance to Shelley
Close, ltchen Abbas, in memory of Jean
and Gerald Dunn. They lived in Shelley
Close for half a century.
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Local monthly information

Itchen Valley area waste
collections in July

Black bins and brown garden bins on
Friday 2, 16 and 30 July. Green bins on
Fridays 9 and 23 July. Glass boxes on
Friday 23 July.

Farmers’ Market in Winchester
Sundays || and 25 July.

Parish Council Full Meeting
Meetings currently postponed until
able to meet in person.

67 Bus operated by Stagecoach.

Monday and Thursday to Winchester:
08:23 09:23 13:53 16:23 17:23
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday to
Winchester:

08:23 09:23 11:53 13:53 15:23
(school holidays only) 16:23 (school
days only) 17:23

Saturday to Winchester:

08:23 11:23 14:23 17:23

Monday and Thursday to Alresford:
[1:49 15:19 17:09 18:09

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday to
Alresford:

09:49 11:49 13:19 15:19 17:09 18:09
Saturday to Alresford:

09:19 12:19 15:19 18:09

No Sunday or bank holiday service.
All times shown are at Itchen Abbas.
Times are 5 minutes later (or earlier) at
Easton.



Traditional
Pest
Control

Nowr also offering

WHEELIE BIN CLEANING

Wheelie bns are 3 dnown

+  harbourage lor 8 variety of pest
spacies, from flies and maggots.
1o vasps and rats!

~a

Birs can also aktract a range of bactaria inclding
Listera, Sakrcnala and Ecol

Cortact us todsy for a competitive quate

Tom Fisher
Tree Care

Fully qualified and
insured specialists
in tree care, hedge
trimming, stump
grinding and garden
reclamation

01794 389214 / 07725 835715
www.fishertreecare.co.uk

*24/7 access

= Sizes to suit your needs
» Short or long term

* Easy to find, easy to use
* On your doorstep

01962 771993

www.barn-store.co.uk

STORE

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

Holden Farm Cherlton S024 ONX
' d
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YOGA ’

¢ IN THE VALLEY

Yoga Retreat Days e Easton ¢ £60
incl yoga, lunch, nature walk and creativity

- You-Time Yin
- Fluid Flow Yogc

Maiol Marian

PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC SERV|CES
' }\ “41

* Regular cleaning and end
of tenancy cleaning

* One off spring cleans

* Washing and Ironing

« Carpet cleaning

* Building mairtenance
including painting and
decorating

* Shopping

*« Man with a van

One less thing to think about.

We can help.

BESPOKE CURTAINS,
BLINDS & CUSHIONS

INDEPENDENT BRITISH
DESIGNER FABRICS

TRACKS & POLES

COUDRE

INTERIOR FURNISHINGS
WORKROOM

: o
2 WALES STREET .
WINCHESTER S023 DET

MON-FRI, 9AM: 39:54
07411711168

WWW. coudre. co uk

massagetherapy

r-"r o

jemma Giles your local

Advanced Clinical Massage Therapist.
Treating clients who suffer from:-
*Back and neck issues * Headaches
*Frozen shoulder *Tight muscles

*Low energy *Tennis elbow

Call Jemma to arrange your treatment on

07752 623234 or 01962 854184

jemma@massagetherapywinchester.co.uk
www.massagetherapywinchester.co.uk
Mansard House, Easton, Winchester, SO21 1DQ
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Showroom GARDEN Workshop

GEORGE CANN

| COUNTRY

Selling, Letting & Managing properties in the ltchen Valley
02392 632 275 countryhousecompany.co.uk (@ wics

BLINDS AWNINGS SHUTTERS
We offer an expert measuring, manufacturing and installation service with a

FULL 5 YEAR GUARANTEE

Call us fora

Our other services include awning
and canopy restoration, FREE
L= e | = including re-covering, no obligation
; | and blind servicing and repair. quote
WI NC |—| ESTE R 7101962736 83607711 007 079
BLINDS & SHUTTERS info@winchesterblinds.com  www.winchesterblinds.com
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Heﬁa rds

AT home
L H amp<hive

Call 01962 736333 or email
alresford@hellards.co.uk
for a free market appraisal

Sales | Property Management | Lettings

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk




